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Mostly Sunny
Hi 37 Lo 20
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Partly Cloudy
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Mostly Cloudy
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Partly Cloudy
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Sunny

Hi 36 Lo 21
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Denice Pisciotti
NLJ Reporter

Construction on Newcastle 
Elementary School’s addition 
slowed last week to determine how 
to resolve an issue of water from 
the existing building, before the 
foundation on the new construction 
could be finished. Greg Gregory, 
Weston County School District 
#1 maintenance director, told the 
News Letter Journal last week 
he anticipates, however, that the 
pouring of the foundation and the 
stem walls should continue within 
the next week. 

NES was built in 2001, but 
because there had once been cat-
tails in the landscape, explained 
Gregory, the area prior to construc-
tion was excavated and then filled 
with rock and engineered soils. 
He reported that the remedy to 
prevent problems with water from 
the ground has worked well.

Denice Pisciotti
NLJ Reporter

The last ‘new business’ item on 
the agenda of the Weston County 
Fair Board meeting in December 
was an announcement by Chairman 
Curtis Rankin, stating that he will not 
be seeking reappointment from the 

board. He had assumed Dick Rich’s 
seat, and the term ends January 2015.

“This will be my last meeting. 
There is a time, and that time has 
come. Most of the time it has been 
enjoyable,” Rankin said of his tenure 
on the board.

Weston County Clerk Mamie 
Krank told the News Letter Journal 

advertisements for open county 
boards will begin this week. Letters 
of intent for the open seat on the 
WCFB can be sent to the Weston 
County Commissioners, and will be 
considered at the Jan. 5 meeting of the 
commissioners. 

FOCUS gets 
funds back
Alexis Shultz
NLJ Reporter

The Newcastle City Council has approved a motion to release the 
budgeted funds to FOCUS — the Foundation of Caring, Understanding, 
and Services — at the council’s regular meeting on Monday. As previously 
reported, in September of 2013 the council made a decision to withhold 
financial support to the entity from the optional 1 percent sales tax fund, at 
least until FOCUS could offer a proper accounting of its money handling 
and procedures.

“[Newcastle Mayor Greg] James indicated that FOCUS will be expected 
to contact the city to provide the assurance the council is seeking, and the 
burden of establishing communication between the two entities rests with 
the agency,” the News Letter Journal reported in 2013.

At Monday’s city council meeting, Donna Howard, director of FOCUS, 

Denice Pisciotti
NLJ Reporter

When Neela Beardsley dis-
covered there were United States 
military service men with unmarked 
graves in Newcastle’s Greenwood 
Cemetery earlier this year, she went 
on a search to see what could be 
done to mark them. Assisted by 
Scott Rager, she found that eligible 
veterans that are laid to rest in 
private cemeteries outside of the 
131 VA cemeteries in the U.S. may 
receive headstones, markers or 
medallions to place on their final 
resting place.

“What Doug Jorrey did for me, 
is he prints out a whole list of 
where they go to put flags on [for 
Memorial Day]. They knew they 
were there, but they don’t have a 
marker,” said Beardsley,

In her research, she found out 
that by contacting the federal gov-
ernment, markers are available for 
veterans, but only family members 
can request a marker for a grave. 
So the quest to rectify the situation 
has been slowed because Beardsley 
and Rager, with assistance from 
members of VFW Post No. 2516, 
have not been able to locate family 
members of the deceased. 

Getting a headstone for veterans 
can by done, reported Beardsley, 
by going to explore.va.gov and 

clicking on the Memorial Benefits 
link. It will list instructions for 
family members to follow to inquire 
about how to get a headstone for 
their loved one’s grave.

“According to the woman I talked 
to, as of 2009 they changed the law, 
so the only people that can ask for a 
headstone [now] is family members. 
Maybe some of these people have 
family members,” acknowledged 
Beardsley, who has volunteered her 
time toward rectifying the situation. 
“Maybe if we publish these names, 
there is still somebody in town for 
all of these people. They have a 
really nice decorated stone, if you 

— See Headstones, Page 9

— See FOCUS, Page 8

School construction issue fixed Get ready 
to get fit!
Denice Pisciotti
NLJ Reporter

The new year is quickly upon us, with the 
opportunity for the community to join together 
by starting the new year off with health and 
fitness. For the second year in a row, Eastern 
Wyoming College Newcastle Outreach Office 
has teamed up with the Newcastle Area Chamber 
of Commerce for a community wide 12-week 
fitness challenge, A New Year, A New You.

“I would love to have as many teams par-
ticipate as last year!” proclaimed Kristin Wilkes, 
Weston County School District #1 nurse.

Last year, 108 people in 21 teams of five 
individuals participated, losing a total of 
1,238.3 pounds in 12 weeks. The top team 
was The Incredibles, winning $216 each in 
Chamber Bucks. Team Beehler took second 
place, receiving $192.60, and the We Go 
Girls were awarded $86.40 in Chamber Bucks. 
Again, in 2015, the top three teams will be 

— See Rankin, Page 11

— See Challenge, Page 11— See Construction, Page 9

“Warden Todd 
Martin at the 
Wyoming Honor 
Conservation Camp 

has agreed to let one of 
the inmates weld flags. We 
don’t know what the cost 
will be yet. We have made 
a list for materials, and we 
have to go order all of it.”

— Neela Beardsley

“
Joyful noise

Nevaeh Bruggeman plays the clarinet during the Sixth Grade Band performance at the Newcastle Middle School 
Christmas Concert, “A Ride Down Christmas Lane,” on Dec. 9, at the Crouch Auditorium. See more from the 
concert on Page 7. (Photo by Amy Menerey/NLJ)

Santa’s little 

helpers

Rankin takes retirement

Denice Pisciotti/NLJ

Van Ewing Construction crew is hard at work preparing the foundation for the Newcastle Elementary 
School addition last week.

In search of 
a headstone
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Our View

We were pleased to report on the front page of this 
week’s issue that the Newcastle City Council voted unani-
mously to again begin providing a portion of optional one 
percent sales tax funds to FOCUS.

The council decided to withhold those funds a little 
more than a year ago in response to concerns expressed— 
many of them by this newspaper— over the manner in 
which business was conducted and finances were managed 
at the local agency that provides support for victims of 
domestic violence.

At the time, Mayor Greg James told FOCUS that the 
city would reconsider providing funding to the agency 
only after it had demonstrated that those concerns had 
been addressed.

On Monday night, the council determined that FOCUS 
Director Donna Howard and the agency’s current board 
have done just that, and we wholeheartedly agree.

Over the course of Howard’s tenure, greater efforts 
have been made to reach out and report to the community 
on the agency’s activities, and overall FOCUS has pre-
sented a much more professional demeanor.

We salute Howard, the board, and all of those commu-
nity members who have taken part in the transformation, 
and applaud the efforts that have been made to instill in 
residents some level of confidence in the agency.

That fact that the city council’s confidence has been 
restored is obviously important because the additional 
funds will provide an extra bit of stability for the agency, 
but restoring the confidence of residents in FOCUS was 
even more important because it is vital that the victims 
who most need the agency can trust that the support they 
seek can and will be delivered.

A year ago, we feared the agency would be unable to 
recover, and we’re glad to have been proven wrong. We 
congratulate Howard and her board for doing so.

Something we 
can support

News Letter Journal
Letters to the Editor.............................................................................................

“The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He 
makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads 
me beside the still waters. He restores my soul. 

He leads me in the path of righteousness for His 
name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley 
of shadow and death, I will fear no evil for You are 
with me. Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me” 
(Psalm 23: 1-4). 

My Grandma Jaeger and Grandpa Bob 
taught me this verse early on in life. It has 
made me the person I am today, so my 
faith is very important to me. Except, reli-
gion is being pushed away both locally 
and nationally. Fortunately, there are 
methods to help this problem in today’s 
society. 

In normal, everyday lives, we make 
excuses to not pursue our faith. Religion is 
getting pushed away by common citizens 
as well as by celebrities. We, as a society, 
can fix this problem on both levels.

Unreasonable and just flat out lame 
excuses are used every day to substitute for religion. 
I always hear the phrase when I ask someone if he 
or she went to church, “I don’t have time for that.” 
In most churches, the sermon lasts only about an 
hour, plus there are snacks and visiting time after-
wards. Most people spend the same amount of time 
watching TV, so that is not a reasonable excuse for 
not going to church. Another excuse I hear is that he 
or she has something more important going on. Now, 
there are some instances where that is understand-
able because a person has an appointment planned 
or a trip to Rapid City scheduled, but sometimes the 
excuse is used and the person will just stay at home. 
Again, people are just trying to make excuses for not 
going. I understand that we are free to do what we 
want and do not have to go to church, it is just that 
these excuses are unacceptable.

Every day, teenagers experience pressure 

to ignore religion and engage in bad activities. 
Teenagers are under more pressure than ever before 
to make bad choices due to the amount of easier 
access to these bad things. By giving in to these bad 
temptations— like sex, alcohol, and drugs— we are 
steered away from our religion, which will always 
be there for us. We are obviously pressured by other 

people every day to go away from what we 
believe in.

Even though religion is being pushed 
away, there are solutions that we can do 
as a community to help us once again 
embrace religion. Making an effort to go 
to church is the first step to this problem. 
This will set a good example to the young 
people watching us closely. Do not be 
afraid to share your religion with others, 
even if that person does not share the 
same beliefs as you. You will be surprised 
how interesting the conversation can be 
if you are both intrigued in the topic. 
With that said, make sure you are not too 

pushy, or are trying to make that person change his 
or her beliefs to what you believe. This will cause 
an argument, which could end badly. Encouraging 
youth to join a local church youth group is another 
positive resolution. It does not matter the age of a 
person, whether you’re 18 or 80 years old, you can 
be the encouraging one. That person will then have 
someone to go to if he or she is having problems. By 
realizing the importance of religion in our lives, we 
can live happier and embrace religion and the impor-
tance of it strongly once again.

Nationally, we are being pushed away from our 
religious beliefs and it is mainly because of bad 
influences from famous people. Song writers, espe-
cially pop and hip hop artists, are the guiltiest of this. 
Many of their songs are about sex, alcohol, drugs, 
and other temptations. These artists are targeting our 
youth and encouraging them by claiming that doing 

these things is fun and good. They do not sing about 
being a good person and making good choices, so 
that puts a lot of pressure on today’s teenagers. These 
celebrities are slowly killing religion, something that 
is desperately needed by many to help them make 
good choices.

Although there are a lot of bad influences, there 
are some celebrities who are not afraid to show their 
religion and to encourage others to be good people 
as a whole. Christian bands, like Skillet, are widely 
known for encouraging people to make good deci-
sions. They are not ashamed to talk about their reli-
gion and do not care what other people think about 
them. Some sport figures like football players Tim 
Tebow and Husain Abdullah, are not scared to 
show their religion to others either. Tim Tebow is a 
Christian, whose trademark of kneeling and praying 
to God before games and after scoring touchdowns 
is very popular, especially in this region. Husain 
Abdullah is a Muslim, who was seen praying after 
scoring a touchdown off an interception this year. 
These athletes inspire young players to believe that 
they too can follow their dreams and not be afraid 
to hide their faith. We need more figures like these 
to help bring religion back to its full potential and 
importance. By showing their faith to the world, 
these celebrities and athletes have made huge differ-
ences in people’s lives and we all should follow in 
their footsteps no matter what your religion is.

People, both in our community and throughout 
the world, are pushing away religion from those 
that hold it most dear. Faith is being set off to the 
side, but we can help save religion from extinction 
for those who need it the most, which is everyone. 
Religion can mean everything to a person. 

My grandparents were devoted Christians and I 
am proud to have followed in their footsteps. Faith 
has helped me get through of some of the toughest 
times in my life, and it can make a big difference in 
everyone else’s life as well.
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We can’t see what we choose 
to not even look at
Dear Editor,

Sunday morning, December 14, 2014, there 
was an interesting program on NPR (WPR) 
radio. A “TED Talks” guest speaker was telling 
about one of our human frailties.

“Willful Blindness” affected most of the 
citizens of Libby, Montana. They chose to ‘not 
believe’ that the vermiculite mined there had 
anything to do with their health. Even, an ex-
Governor told of when he was a boy, he and 
others played on the tailings pile.

Eventually, asbestosis (the first cousin 
to lung cancer) was named as the 
cause of death for many deceased cit-
izens.

“Willful Blindness” affected 
many of us when we were 
being told of “Weapons of Mass 
Destruction.” Many credible people 
said that it didn’t make any sense. No 
WMD were found. We were the 
willful blind.

Our cost was great, but if we 
learned something it was maybe worth it. Now 
we are being told that Social Security and Food 
Stamps are going to “break the nation.”

Even our Sainted ex-Senator Alan 
Simpson  and his faithful, deficit cutting com-
panion Erskine Bowles sing the same song.

Can it be that “Willful Blindness” is being 
suggested to us again?

These many Letters to the Editor have con-
sistently complained that the threat to a sound 
economy is egregious over-spending on our war 
machine, failure of many, many corporations to 
pay a fair or even any tax, profits being hidden 
overseas and even suspicious tax “rebates.”

If it looks like a corrupt Congress, and 
smells like a corrupt Congress – it probably is.

But, never-mind all of that,  the patrons 

of the coffee shop continue to insist that we 
submit to willful blindness and  blame the 
retired, the unemployed and the abandoned 
young mothers.

Indeed, blame everybody except Corrupt 
Congress Critters and the Big Business 
Corrupters.  

—Jerry Baird

Equality can’t be assured 
because we aren’t equals
Dear Editor,

In response to Jerry Baird’s most recent 
letter, “We can get informed or 

we will get what we deserve,” 
December 11, 2014, page 2, I 
have a question for Mr. Baird.

Do you want more equality 
and less freedom or less 
equality and more freedom.

I assume from the tone of 
your letters that you consider a 
person with a thousand dollars 
as less than equal to a fat cat 

with a million dollars. 
These conditions are two sides of the 

same coin. You cannot increase the equality of 
one person by taking goods from another who 
has more by regulations, nor can you reduce 
the goods of the second person by increasing 
regulations that prevent him from achieving his 
goods without  increasing the regulations on 
both people.

It is a given that not every person has equal 
abilities, which would result in equal outcomes.  
Many of the European countries try to achieve 
this  condition with more regulations, but they 
all fail.

Just as some people have more athletic abili-
ties so do people have more talents for achieve-
ment in a multitude of endeavors.  

—Don Thorson

Sonja Karp
Sports Reporter

Pam Penfield
SalesAlexis Shultz

Reporter

It is time to turn back towards religion

Albert Einstein, Abraham 
Lincoln, and Martin Luther 
King all have one character-

istic in common; they stood up for 
what they believed in and started 
change.

Regardless of people’s negativity, 
they did not let others deter them and 
neither should you. 

People are afraid of change. Do 
not let fear, or others, discourage you. 
When noticing a problem, confront it 
and understand change takes longer 
than a day.

People will always be scared of the 
unknown. It is human nature to look 
for the bad in situations. This is why 
people are not being optimistic or 
supportive towards change. 

Many people have the “nothing 
good lasts forever” mentality. This 
is why many choose not to try new 
activities. Most fail, for the fear of 
failure. 

When wanting to inspire change, 

people will try to discourage you. 
Due to the fact that some people are 
negative, you may begin with little to 
no support. However, this does not 
mean you should not try. 
That is never the case. 

If our fore-fathers had 
not had the courage to 
take the first step into 
change, our world would 
be the same as it was back 
in the day. 

Many of the changes 
we now enjoy and appre-
ciate started off as one 
person standing up until 
others finally saw the 
potential and greatness in 
their change. 

Albert Einstein was not appre-
ciated in his time, and now he is in 
every science teaching curriculum. 

The only real failure, is the failure 
to try.

If you see a problem, especially 

one that you are passionately against, 
address it. Strive to fix the issue. You 
can do a whole lot more than you 
think. 

Of course, it will be dif-
ficult, but that does not mean 
you should not try. I know 
when I am passionate about a 
sport or topic, I want to share 
my passion with people. 

There is always the 
chance of you sparking 
someone’s passion for some-
thing and possibly changing 
their lives for the better. If 
there is a chance for you to 
better even one person’s life 
in a positive direction, why 
not? 

As humans, we can be selfish 
and think about ourselves. We are all 
guilty of it. For once, let’s think of 
others and what we are going to leave 
for our future generations. 

It is better to be known as the 

person that tried relentlessly, rather 
than the person that sat in the corner, 
watching, and doing nothing about it.  

Change is not easy to start. It 
doesn’t matter if you are prepared and 
have fully thought it out, change will 
not happen in a day. You have to be 
realistic and set short- and long-term 
goals. It is going to take a great deal 
of effort and patience. 

Once you start thinking or even 
acting upon trying to change an issue, 
do not give up. Keep pushing. 

The most successful people in our 
society are the ones that are persistent 
until they reach their goal. Nothing 
that is ever worth it, comes easy in 
life. 

If not you, then who? 
If not now, then when? 
No matter the difficulty, do not 

listen to the negativity, instead strive 
to better the future. People may not 
approve or support it now, but eventu-
ally they may see the great in it.

Fear of change keeps us from being great
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The First State Bank of Newcastle
would like to announce the addition of

Randy Lang to the staff as a Loan Officer.

Randy’s specialty is real estate loans, he can also help with 
any other financial needs. Come in today, or give Randy a call.

Treats for everyone
A delightful array of treats were on hand during the Edward Jones Investments 
Holiday Open House, held Dec. 5 for the community to enjoy. Pictured are Jeff 
Virchow and Francie Goode. (Photo by Denice Pisciotti/NLJ)

New members sworn in
Denice Pisciotti
NLJ Reporter

Weston County School District #1 began 
its meeting on Dec. 10 with four new board 
members, Joe Corley, Dana Gordon, Melissa 
Stalder and prior trustee Dean Johnson taking 
the oath of office from attorney Don Hansen. 

Bob Bonnar, previous vice-chairman of 
the board, was named chairman, assuming the 
duties from superintendent Brad LaCroix, who 
began the meeting.

“Thank you all for the vote of confidence 
— hopefully I earn it in the course of the next 
year,” Bonnar stated.

He then accepted nominations for vice 
chairman. Board member John Riesland was 
the first to be nominated for the position, but he 
declined, because of his duties on the Wyoming 
School Board Association, stating he would 
like to share responsibilities throughout the 
board. Tina Chick was then nominated for vice 
chairman, and the motion was unanimously 
accepted.

Ronnie Mills, board member since 2000, 
was once again named board clerk. Tom Wright, 
WCSD #1 trustee since 1975, was nominated 
and named treasurer.

Immediately following every WCSD #1 
board of trustees meeting, a board meeting for 
the Eastern Weston County Public Recreation 

District convenes. 
“They serve on two different boards, because 

one is composed of the other members. The 
only thing the two boards have in common is 
the same people. Truly, we have the school 
district meeting adjourn and then they call the 
Rec Board to order. They basically deal with 
Rec Board business and Rec Board budgeting,” 
LaCroix informed the News Letter Journal, 
explaining that the Public Recreation District 
board members are the same as that of the 
WCSD #1 board, but each member plays a 
different role.

Chairman for Public Recreation District is 
Chick, vice-chairman is Gordon, board clerk is 
Johnson, and the treasurer is Stalder.

Wright later explained that the second board 
was formed in 1992, when WCSD #1 trustees 
decided to build another pool. A bond was 
issued to finance the operating expenses. It 
should also be noted that the Public Recreation 
District is a separate entity from the Newcastle 
City Recreation Board, which disperses money 
to community organizations from the city coun-
cil’s budget.

“The mil levy is used to operate the pool and 
a couple of other things. Today it maintains the 
pool costs 60 to 65 percent,” added Wright. He 
also noted the school district recreation board 
has helped fund numerous sport-related activi-
ties and projects in the community.

Denice Pisciotti/NLJ
Don Hansen, attorney for Weston County School District #1, swears in new board members 
(standing) Joe Corley, Dana Gordon, Dean Johnson and Melissa Stalder, as existing members 
Tom Wright, Bob Bonnar, Tina Chick and John Riesland observe (seated).
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• ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH: Rev. Norm 
Brotzman, 216 S. Seneca, 746-2249. Call to Worship 
9:30 am; Children's Church during Call to Worship; 
Faith Rally Sunday 6 pm.

• BAHA’I FAITH: Firesides (Open to All) 1st & 3rd 
Fridays 7:30 pm at 15 Skyview Dr; 746-3626.

• CAMBRIA COMMUNITY CHURCH: Pastor 
Todd Olson, 19 Stampede St. 746-2321. Sunday 
School 9:15 am; Worship 10:30 am; Wednesday 
Bible Study 6 pm

• CHRIST CHURCH EPISCOPAL: Rev. Sally Boyd, 
S. Summit & Winthrop Streets, 746-9684. 1st, 3rd & 
5th Sunday, Morning Prayer 
10 a.m.; 2nd & 4th Saturday 4 p.m., Holy Eucharist. 
haydishall@hotmail.com

• CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH: 
Pastor John Hopper, 224 West Road, West of Dow 
Park, 746-2415. Sunday Worship 9 am.

• CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS: Bishop Greg James, 
120 Ash, 746-4131. Sunday Sacrament Meeting 
9 am; Sunday School 10:20 am; Relief Society 
& Priesthood Mtg 11:15 am

• CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Father Killian Muli, 
19 W. Winthrop, 746-4219. Saturday Mass 5:00 pm; 
Weekday Mass 8 am.

• COUNTRY CHURCH: Four Corners, Pastor Bill 
Haley, 746-9712, Worship 10 am.

• FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Pastor Gary 
Anderson, 903 S. Summit, 746-2188. Bible Study 9:15 
am; Worship Service 10:30 am; Teaching Service 6 
pm; Wednesday Service 6:30 pm.

• FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH: Pastor Lynn 
Schleicher, 301 Delaware, 746-9663. Sunday School 
9:45 am; Worship 10:45 am; PrayerService 5 pm, 
Christian Academy.

• FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Pastor 
Jeff Thoms, 23 N. Seneca, 746-4119. Adult Bible 
Study 8:45 am; Traditional Church Services  10 
am; 10:15 a.m. Children's Church and 11:45 a.m. 
Contemporary Praise & Worship Service. 

• GATEWAY FELLOWSHIP: Pastor Jon Andersen, 
Evangelical Free Church meets at the Weston County 
Senior Services; Sunday School 9:30 am; Worship 11 
am. Call 746-8091.

• KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH’S 
WITNESSES: 
5018 US Hwy 16, 746-2319 or 746-4517. Tueday 7 
p.m. Congregation Bible Study, Theocratic Ministry 
School and Service Meeting. Sunday Public Talk 10 
am; Watchtower 11 am.

• NEWCASTLE FOURSQUARE CHURCH: Pastor 
Mick Bohn, 1525 S. Summit, 746-3618. Sunday 
Worship 10 am; Wednesday Night Prayer.

• NEW LIFE FELLOWSHIP: Pastor Wayne Wilson, 
meets at Black Gold Realty Building, 1517 W. Main, 
746-5542. Sunday Worship 10 am.

• OSAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH: 348 Sheridan 
St. Osage, 465-2341. Sunday School 10 am; Worship 
11 am and 6 pm.

• SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST: Pastor Gary Force, 
78 Old Hwy 85, 746-3504 or 278-0254, Pastoral 
Assistant Jason Logan 746-2974. Saturday Sabbath 
School 9:30 am; Worship 11:20 am.

• ST. ANTHONY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father 
Killian Muli, Upton. Sunday Mass 
11:30 a.m.

• VICTORY NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH: Rev. 
Theodore L. Halls, 414 Pine, 746-4366.

• UPTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Rev. 
Sharee Johnson, 834 Pine, Upton, 468-9302.  Worship 
9  am; Fellowship 10 a.m.; Adult Study 
10:30 a.m.; 1st & 3rd Wed Evenings Prayer and 
Praise Service 7 pm.

Sharon’s Home 
Health Care
Sharon Kanode, RN

Owner/Director

Treasured
Memories

Hospice &
Palliative Care

Toll Free:
1-800-457-6834

Arrow
Service

"We Deliver"
468-2340, Upton

24 North Sumner
746-4411 or 1-888-788-2892

website: www.fsbnewcastle.com
333 W. Main St., Newcastle

746-2700 or 746-4302

746-2487
P.O. Box 760

Newcastle, WY 

Our Employees Support 
Weston County

923 Grieves Rd. • 746-3517

Farm Bureau Insurance
360 W. Main

746-4471

Salt Creek
Vet Clinic

We take care of your pets
5362 US Hwy 16

746-4995

CLT
Flooring & Furnishings

1600 W. Main
746-3335

This page is made possible by these civic-minded sponsors ~ They deserve your support

JackMaster
Construction

Craig Wiggins 

746-3521
For all your 

construction needs

Jesus said to his disciples:
"I am the true vine, and my 

Father is the gardner."
John 15:1

newslj.com

Thursday, Dec. 18
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Come see our new office building!

Dixon Bros. Inc.

Remember
the miracle and

rejoice in            name!

Time
Reflect

toa

His

Join us in celebrating the Reason for the Season

December 24 at 5 & 7 p.m.

Christ the King Lutheran Church
224 West Rd. 746-2415

ELI SAMUEL MIRICH
Jan. 28, 1938–
Nov. 29, 2014

Eli Mirich passed away on 
Nov. 29, 2014, following a 
lengthy illness. Services will be 
held at a later date.

Eli was born on Jan. 28, 
1938, to his parents, Theodore 
and Sophie Mirich. He gradu-
ated from Newcastle High 
School in 1956.

Eli is preceded in death by 
his parents, Theodore Mirich 
and Sophie Mirich; his sister, 
Betty Fordyce; and his brother-
in-law, Wayne Fordyce.

He is survived by his wife, 
Lois Mirich of Lingle; his 
sons, Paul (Polly) Mirich of 
Lingle and Theodore Mirich of 
Houston; his daughter, Angela 

Mirich-Holder of Spangdahlem, 
Germany; and five grandchil-
dren, Jacob, Hordan, Kyle, 
Kiera and Savannah.

RICHARD WEBECK
Nov. 5, 1940–
Dec. 3, 2014

R i c h a r d 
Webeck was 
born near 
O n a m i a , 
Minn., on 
Nov. 5, 
1940, to 
Francis and 
M i l d r e d 
( J o h n s o n ) 
Webeck. 

He was an ambitious 
young man; he built his first 
log home at age 12 and had 

numerous jobs as a young 
man, including beginning 
work as a taxidermist. 

He worked at Pilsbury 
Mills in Minneapolis, and 
later moved back near his 
home town of Onamia to work 
at Land O’ Lakes, retiring 
from there after 20 years. He 
also owned a dairy farm.

As a free spirt, he had 
a very strong faith in God. 
Guns, hunting, camping and 
fishing were interests he 
enjoyed, along with restoring 
old cars and making sculp-
tures from scrap iron. 

He was a real handyman, 
and could fix just about any-
thing. Oil paintings was also 
something he enjoyed. 

Christmas Day was a 

special time for him, because 
that is when he met his wife 
Mary of 36 years. Together 
they moved to Newcastle in 
November 1994.

He is survived by his 
loving wife, Mary; and three 
sons, Jim (Bonnie) Webeck, 
Kenny (Michel) Webeck from 
a previous marriage, and Jason 
Webeck. His is also survived 
by two brothers, Ron (Becky) 
and Randy (Diane) Webeck; 
six grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; and numerous 
nephews and a niece. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and numerous 
relatives and friends.

Memorials can be sent to 
P.O. Box 11, Newcastle, WY 
82701.

Richard
Webeck

Pickin' up goodies
Danny Dixon gets ready to pick his favorites from the trays of goodies at the Short Stop’s Customer Appreciation Day 
last Friday. (Photo by Pam Penfield/NLJ)



Wedding Closet & Sportswear
115 W. Main • 746-3165 • 1-800-430-6895

We Have Guy Gifts
NFL Team Jerseys
  and Hats
Tony Lama Boots
Western Shirts, Pants,
  Belts & Buckles

Open Christmas Eve until 3 p.m.

Kitty Moats Complex

Craft Fair &
Bake Sale

December 19 & 20
Starts at 9 a.m.
Lunch will be served

All proceeds go to the upkeep 
of the building and grounds 
for community and county 

activities.
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A. Suede Dog Bed
Plush suede bed with 
memory foam chips provides 
super soft comfort and 
support. H 182 286 4

$2999

THE VALUE
OF GOOD FRIENDS

Your Choice

B. Premium Pet Bed 
Luxurious orthopedic bed 
provides added comfort and 
support. H 182 286 4

A

B

326 W. Main St. • 746-4891
Home Center

Weston County

Hot Deal

DATE 	 TIME	 EVENT	 LOCATION	
Dec. 18	 2 p.m.	 Open House	 Dixon Brothers
	 5 p.m.	 WC Health Services Board Meeting	 Board Room
	 7:30 p.m.	 Mason's Meeting	 Masonic Lodge
Dec. 19	 9 a.m.	 Craft Fair and Bake Sale	 Kitty Moats Complex
	 11:30 a.m.	 WC Library Meeting	 Newcastle Library
	 1 p.m.	 Art Reception	 Newcastle Library
	 7 p.m.	 Dance - Music by Western Ramblers	 WC Senior Center
	 7 p.m.	 AA Meeting 	 Corpus Christi Church
	 7:30 p.m.	 Bingo 	 VFW Hall
	 7:30 p.m.	 Square Dancing	 Christ the King Lutheran Church
Dec. 20	 9 a.m.	 Craft Fair and Bake Sale	 Kitty Moats Complex
Dec. 21	 2 p.m. 	 Bingo	 Corpus Christi Church
	 7 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 Corpus Christi Church	
Dec. 22	 1 p.m.	 Low Vision Support Group	 WC Senior Center
Dec. 23	 1 p.m.	 Card Making Class	 Four Corners Country Inn
	 2 p.m. 	 Farwell Party for Jennifer Hinkhouse	 USDA Building
	 6:45 p.m. 	 ALANON Meeting (746-9791)	 Mondell Heights
	 7:30 p.m.	 Eastern Star Meeting	 Masonic Lodge
Dec. 24	 6:30 a.m.	 Wellness Wednesday Blood Draw	 WC Health Services
	 7 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 Corpus Christi Church
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Mr. & Mrs. Ray 
Hawk III %, 
Amanda Mercer

Dec. 24: 
Bob Quick,
Billie Jo Hollenback

Dec. 25:
Richard Tallman

What’s Up      Meetings & Events
Calendar

By shopping locally, not only are you aiding in 
the sustainability of area businesses, you are also 

contributing to the prosperity of the entire community.   

Wayne B. Erickson DDS
307-746-4600

130 South Seneca
Newcastle, WY45 Years Experience

Let us help 
with your 

smile

Dr. Erickson… On Call 24/7… 746-8963

Dr. Erickson with 
wife Suzanne and 

employees Hannah 
Burleson, Tammy 
Testerman, and 
Amelia Stewart.

Come in and meet our new team!

The Weston County 
Courthouse will close 

at noon on Wendesday, 
December 24 for an 

employee appreciation day.

Dear Santa,
I’ve taken all my walks, 

chewed only my toys, wagged 
my tail, licked your face, 

and learned new tricks. So 
this year all I ask is for some 

goodness from Sunset Pet 
Grooming, your truly happy 

and healthy pet place.

Sunset Pet Grooming
1425 Sunset Ave. • 746-5865

834 S. Summit • 746-2176
Tues - Thurs 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. • Fri - Sat 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

The Howdy Drive-In

Happy Holidays
        Friends!

Closed Dec. 23, 24 & 25. Re-Open Dec. 26
Closed Dec. 30, 31 & Jan 1. Re-Open Jan. 2

100 years ago – 
Dec. 17, 1914

There will be a Christmas 
program given by the school 
children at Boyd church on 
Christmas Eve. They will also 
have a tree after the program.

A masked ball will be 
given at the Armory hall on 
New Year’s Eve. The Barnes 
orchestra will furnish the music 
and supper will be served at 
midnight.

Jno. R. Jones is running 
the antelope haulage engine 
in place of Zack Portwood, 
who was seriously injured last 
Friday.

“The Old Maid’s” bungalow 
is now fully occupied, and has 
the appearance of a seminary 
— not a cemetery by any means 
— situated next door to a boys’ 
academy. Incidentally cuckoo 
clocks are in great demand.

C.T. Caswell journeyed to 
Sundance last Friday where he 
was married to Miss Margaret 
Schill, recently of this place. 
Both of the young people are 
greatly liked here, and had a 
large number of friends outside 
of Cambria. As they figure on 
making their home here, they 
will have a rousing reception on 
their return.

Zack Portwood met with 
a serious accident last Friday 
at the Antelope pit mouth. It 
appears that several of the 
miners were lifting a car by 
means of a block and tackle 
when the rope broke and the 
car came down on a pry, which 
threw Mr. Portwood against 
the timbers, knocking him 
unconscious, causing a tempo-
rary paralysis. At present Mr. 
Portwood is improving very 
nicely, much to the gratification 
of his many friends.

The Fiddler Creek Womens 
Club met at Mrs. John 

Schneider’s last Thursday. It 
being the last meeting of the 
year, the husbands of the club 
women were invited and all 
enjoyed the hostess’ delicious 
dinner, after which many inter-
esting subjects were discussed.

J.H. Pridgeon and F.C. 
Bartholomew built a shed at 
the Pridgeon school house to be 
used to shelter the ponies used 
by the teacher and children in 
driving to school. Mr. Pridgeon 
furnished the material.

A nine-pound boy was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Angelo 
Cardicia last Saturday.

George M. Culver is pre-
paring to begin his ice harvest 
soon. The ice is of good quality 
and ranges in thickness from 12 
to 14 inches.

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Ackley, 
of Boyd, were down to the 
county seat last Friday doing 
their Christmas shopping. Mr. 
Ackley marketed a load of fine-
dressed pork.

G.H. Cummings and Miss 
Edna Overton were united in 
marriage at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Cummings in this 
city yesterday at high noon, 
Judge Cooper officiating. The 
ceremony was witnessed by a 
few immediate relatives, after 
which a wedding dinner was 
served.

 
75 Years ago – 

Dec. 21, 1939
The Newcastle Dogies kept 

on the winning side of the 
scoreboard, but the locals 
failed to display the good ball 
handling and defensive work 
that won them the tri-county 
championship two weeks 
ago, when they defeated a 
weak Lusk team 31 to 24 here 
Friday night.

The Weston County Poultry 
Marketing Association received 

turkeys from 65 Weston County 
growers. The shipment included 
2,170 birds. The total poundage 
of poultry received was 25,789. 

Mrs. Lampert and Ed 
Hawley of the Elk Mountain 
area played for a dance at Skull 
Creek Saturday night.

Harry and Merritt Mann 
and Carrol Anderson helped 
Ralph Coe brand and dehorn 
cattle Sunday in the Elk 
Mountain area.

Alvin Watson and Alex 
Mitich are selling Farm 
Bureau membership tickets on 
the Prairie this week.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carney 
became the parents of a 7-pound 
baby boy on Sunday at the Ira 
Baldwin home.

Mr. and Mrs. J.F. Landrigan 
planned to leave today for Salt 
Lake City, Utah, where they 
will spend the Christmas holi-
days visiting their daughters, 
Mary and Cora Landrigan, who 
reside there.

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Helm 
of the oil field are the proud 
parents of a 5-pound, 7-ounce 
baby girl, born to them Monday 
at the Acord Hospital. The baby 
has been named Mary Ann.

Dave Crum, Lorraine 
Cummings and Frances 
Jackson arrived at their respec-
tive homes in Newcastle on 
Friday evening to visit over the 
Christmas holidays. They are 
all students at the Wyoming 
University at Laramie.

A Christmas Night Dance is 
to be held at the Roundhouse, 
with music by Raggy Reuben 
and his orchestra.

Don Townsend left Saturday 
morning for Cheyenne, 
where he boarded a plane for 
Riverside,Calif., where he will 
spend the holidays with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. Roy 
Townsend, who are spending 

the winter months along the 
West Coast.

50 years ago – 
Dec. 17, 1964

Leo Perino was re-elected 
head of Weston County ASC 
committee.

During the Huntley-
Brinkley televised news 
report on Thursday, Herbert 
D. Livingston of Newcastle 
and William R. Krueger of 
Shell appeared on the nation-
ally televised program in their 
roles as voting delegates to the 
American Farm Bureau con-
vention in Philadelphia.

Members of the Sunshine 
Club held their Christmas 
dinner on Wednesday at the 
home of Mrs. Pearle Wade, 
with 13 present.

Members of the Golden 
Age Club held a dinner and 
party Thursday evening at 
the National Bank hospitality 
room.

Ellsworth Baker, county 
pioneer, celebrated his 95th 
birthday on Nov. 30. He is a 
resident of the Hotel Del Mar.

Jack Rawhouser and Butch, 
Johnny and Vic Purcelli, and 
Mr. and Mrs. David Rawhouser 
Jr., of the Boyd area, attended 
the sale at Sturgis Wednesday.

The Newcastle Dogies 
lost their opening game of 
the 1964-65 basketball season 
last Friday when they were 
downed by Wheatland, 62 to 
52.

An unidentified woman and child stands on the porch at the MW Ranch in the early 1900s.

From the Vault of the 

Anna Miller Museum:
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Advanced Communications
1807 W. Main St. • 746-9614

Open Mon-Fri 9am-6pm and Sat by appointment only

Stop in and see Liz 
or Tasha today.

Pay your bill…
at your local AT&T store!

Fill all your stockings
with the latest cell phones,
accessories, blue tooth
speakers, & tablets.

Perkins Tavern
114 W. Main • 746-3382

Slow Down.
Shop Local.

Stop in for a drink when you’re done!

The Short Stop
2206 W. Main• Mon-Sat 5am-9pm • Sun 6am-9pm

Where you get everything in one short stop!

Merry Christmas from your friends at

Join us for lunch on Wednesday,
December 31 starting at 11 a.m.

BBQ Ribs & Scalloped Potatoes

$550
per meal Short 

Stop

The

Closing at 6 p.m. on Christmas Eve. Closed Christmas Day.

2891 W. Main St. • 746-2763

A standard in excellence
like no other

3163 W. Main St • 307-941-0509

Covers for your automobiles, snowmobiles,
    motorcycles and 4-wheelers!

Upholstery Repair for cars, trucks & furniture

Karen’s Cars & Covers

We sell vinyl & fabric

Tarp Repair

Do you neeD assistance 
with late rent or utilities

Do you need assistance with past due 
medical bills, dental work or glasses?
Contact Julie or Sara at NOWCAP, 
307-347-6185, and ask about our 

CSBG Emergency Assistance funds.

Finding success in optics
Alexis Shultz
News Letter Journal

Brendon Weaver, 1988 graduate of 
Newcastle High School, recently launched 
a new company, Maven, with partners Cade 
Maestas and Mike Lilygren. The Lander-
based company specializes in custom, high-
end binoculars.

The three men previously worked 
together in the manufacture and design 
of outdoor products, specifically high-end 
optics. They had the opportunity to work 
with a good friend, who owns a factory in 
Japan, to produce the base products of a new 
line of high-end optics, and that is how the 
idea came about, explained Weaver in an 
interview with the News Letter Journal. 

Weaver explained that they began orga-
nizing the company about two years ago, but 
didn’t launch to sell until August of 2014, so 
they have only been on the market for four 
to five months. 

“The first time I [saw the word ‘Maven’] 
was in the book by Malcom Gladwell called, 
“The Tipping Point,” professed Weaver, 
explaining where the company name came 
from. He added that a maven is somewhat 
of an educated expert, someone who knows 
things before others. A maven is someone 
who spreads the word to others about new 
products or trends, and this is how they rely 
on their product being sold. 

“We rely on people to sell our product,” 
stated Weaver, explaining that since their 
product is not available in stores, they rely 
greatly on people spreading the word.  

Weaver said that to purchase a set of 
their binoculars people have to visit their 
website, mavenbuilt.com, where they will 
find the various options to build their own, 
very specific, binoculars. Every binocular 
sold by Maven is custom made, with options 
including what kind of rubber will be used 
and the colors, among other more specific 
details. Customers can also have their names 
engraved on the product. 

“They compete with the best optics in 
the world,” explained Weaver, adding that 
by selling them direct on their website, 
mavenbuilt.com, they can avoid retail mark-
up. By comparison, he said, binoculars that 
compare to their product would cost roughly 
$2,000 retail, whereas they can sell the 
Maven product for half the price, because 
they avoid the retail mark-up. 

“I think people like having the option 
of a high-end optic for less than $2,000,” 
professed Weaver. He said that so far they 
have had a good holiday season. He added 
that, with a great response so far, a company 
like theirs grows slowly because they lack 
the benefit of selling their product in stores, 
but they gain by offering a custom product 
at a better price. 

Weaver said they rely greatly on public 

relations to sell their product, and have 
thus far been successful this way. He 
mentioned that their product has won two 
Gear of the Year Awards this year, one in 
“Men’s Journal” and the other in “National 
Geographic Adventure.” They were also 
listed in the Christmas issue of  “Outside 
Magazine,” in a section called “Covet,” 
which talks about the coolest gear on the 
market for gifts this season. 

“The way that our company works, we 
are partnered with a factory in Japan, so the 
[base portion of the] binoculars aren’t made 
in Wyoming,” professed Weaver, explaining 
that the frame and glass are made in Japan, 
but all the customization is done in the 
United States. The final packaging and ship-
ping is done directly in Lander. He added 
that they do, in fact, consider themselves a 
Wyoming business.

Submitted photos

Above, Brendon Weaver demonstrates the high-end binoculars manufactured by 
the company he and partners Cade Maestas and Mike Lilygren own, Maven. Below, 
Weaver (far right) with his family, from left, Matisse, wife Stephanie, and Pruitt.

Community members recognized
Denice Pisciotti
NLJ Reporter

The Wyoming Association 
of Conservation Districts 
recognizes outstanding indi-
viduals who help to promote 
and implement conservation 
of natural resource throughout 
the state of Wyoming. Each 
year they accept nominations, 
and this year two of the nomi-
nations from Weston County 
Natural Resource District were 
recognized.

WACD named Newcastle 
High School Science instructor 
Doug Scribner as Teacher of 
the Year. He was recognized 
as an educator that takes 
extraordinary steps to ensure 
that balanced natural resource 
conservation education in the 
classroom. He was consid-
ered with the other nominees 
throughout the state by the spe-
cific examples of educational 
events and activities provided 
by Jennifer Hinkhouse, district 
manager of Weston County 
Natural Conservation District.

Wyoming State Forestry 
Division’s assistant district 
forester, Jeremy Dedic, was 
also recognized, being named 
Technician of the Year for 
the state. He was nominated 
by two offices, Hinkhouse 
with WCNRD, and by Sarah 
Anderson of Crook County 
Natural Conservation District.

Scribner told the News 
Letter Journal the honor was 
unexpected but appreciated. He 
was able to attend the WACD 
annual awards luncheon on 
Nov. 19 in Sheridan.

“I think that it is impor-
tant for students to understand 
the importance of conserva-
tion issues, especially when 
it comes to water and soil. 
Water is an important resource 
in this state, and future genera-
tions need to understand how 
to manage that resource. The 
current pine beetle outbreak 
poses another problem for stu-
dents to investigate, looking at 

the possible uses for the trees 
that have been killed,” he said. 

NHS biology and research 
classes have been participating 
in field trips to stock ponds, 

create living snow fences, 
and pine beetle management 
sites. Guest speakers from the 
Wyoming State Forestry and 
conservation districts have also 

visited the classroom to talk on 
the same subjects. 

This year  classes will 
continue to investigate and 
collect data on snow captured 
by living snow fences. Also, 
several students are con-
ducting independent projects 
involving charcoal. Charcoal 
has several uses, but the main 
focus of current research is as 
a soil amendment to increase 
soil fertility. 

“Incorporating these con-
cepts in class gives the students 
a local example to apply their 
knowledge. It also gives them 
an opportunity to participate 
in projects that last more than 
a couple weeks. We currently 
have two years of snow fence 
data, and we will continue to 
add to that each year,” Scribner 
acknowledged.

Hinkhouse stated Dedic 
was recognized for his work 
with other agencies and for 
going above and beyond.

“His job doesn’t require 
him to do any of this, but he 
does anyway,” she professed.

He facilitates the pro-
grams with his partners in 
both conservation districts in 
Weston and Crook counties. 
He keeps track of information 
that comes in for the moun-
tain pine beetle, coordinating 
where they are at and whose 
properties have been treated 
in both counties. Locally, he 
works with Hinkhouse on fire 
rehabilitation, coordinating 
efforts with them. 

Dedic explained that this is 
the outward shell of a partner-
ship, of which he is just one 
part. The conservation districts 
help with the money, while 
WSFD designs the concepts.

“It’s cool I got this award, 
but I wouldn’t have gotten this 
without the partners to do this 
work for us. Without them, we 
would not be getting any of this 
done,” Dedic noted. “It truly is 
a good partnership. I am just 
one part of a greater partner-
ship getting projects done.”

Doug Miyamoto, deputy director for the Wyoming Department 
of Agriculture, and Wyoming Association of Conservation 
Districts President Shaun Sims stand with Newcastle High 
School Science instructor Doug Scribner, who was presented 
with the Teacher of the Year award from the Wyoming 
Association of Conservation Districts.

Denice Pisciotti/NLJ
In appreciation for his work with the Natural Conservation 
Districts in both Weston and Crook counties, Jeremy Dedic, 
Wyoming State Forestry Division’s assistant district for-
ester, was awarded Technician of the Year by the Wyoming 
Association of Conservation Districts.



Cap n’ Bottle
623 W. Main St. • 746-2693

Holiday Cheer
Found Here

Red, white & 
sparkling wines.

Let us help you 
pick the ones that 
compliment your 

holiday feast!

Mac’s
Auto Repair

From lawn mowers 
to trucks, no job is too 

small or too big

307-941-2517
or leave a message at

307-629-0029
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Weston County Public Health
Committed to Serve as a

Community Resource Center for
Breast Health & Breast Cancer

We Can Help You Find
the Services You Need

746-4775  ext:0
Dedicated to Provide Education, Referral & Support Services 

Restaurant 746-2921
Open Monday - Saturday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Sunday - Closed

Fountain inn

Lounge
Monday - Saturday 1 p.m. to close • Sunday Open at 11 a.m.

Book Your Party Today!
Dinner, drinks, appetizers…

we can accomodate whatever kind 
of party you want to have!

thru 
Christmas

1600 W. Main, Located in CLT
9 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

All credit cards accepted

“The nicest tack in town!”

Special orders welcome!25% off

Stock Up
Get your employee & customer 

appreciation merchandise 
ordered today!

Make
it Personal!

Modern Cleaners & Graphic Designs
107 W. Main • 746-4474

Sounds 
of the season

Newcastle Middle School presented its annual 
Christmas concerts of the NMS bands and choirs on Dec. 
8, at the Crouch Auditorium. In “A Ride Down Christmas 
Lane,” the audience enjoyed renditions of traditional 
Christmas tunes, as well as some new versions of old 
classics. The bands were conducted by Ryan Whipple, the 
choirs by Janelle Ellis, accompanied by Kristin Wilkes.

Above, Peyton Purviance, a member of the Eighth 
Grade Band, plays the clarinet during “Sleigh Ride.” 
At left, sixth-grader Shayla Thomas on percussion. 
Below, Caitlyn Pehringer, Elizabeth Haynes, Jaidyn 
Wright, Mercedes Voelker, Lacey Johnson and 
Rebecca Henkle show their ‘reindeer horns’ while 
singing “Reindeer on the Roof.”

Photos by Amy Menerey/NLJ
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$50,000 REWARD
For information that leads to the arrest and conviction of the 

person/s involved in the death of Katherine Grace Coffee.

On the morning of June 3, 2011, the body of Katherine 
Grace Coffee, also known as Katy Coffee, age 35, was 
discovered in her home in Newcastle, the victim of an 
apparent homicide. Her death is being investigated by the 
Newcastle Police Department and the Wyoming Division of 
Criminal Investigation.

Anyone with information about the crime or knowledge of 
Coffee’s whereabouts on the evening and night-time hours of 
Thursday, June 2, 2011, are asked to please call the Wyoming 
Division of Criminal Investigation at (307) 682-1796, or 
the Newcastle Police Department at (307) 746-4486. 

Coffee’s family has offered a $50,000 reward to 
anyone that can provide information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the person/s involved in this 
crime.

Paid for in part by the News Letter Journal

Give the Gift
     of a Lifetime!

                        “I have a physical disability which
makes me at risk of falling and I have fallen several 
times…. but thanks to my Lifeline I have gotten help 

right away.  My kids are always good to help me and I 
know the Lifeline gives them peace of mind, too. ” 

Lyle King

Please donate to the Tree of Love in Memory 
or Honor of a loved one and allow others to 

have this safety and security. This money helps 
people right here in Weston County.

Please make check payable to WCHS Lifeline. Print the loved ones name on a piece of 
paper and mail them to WCHS; 1124 Washington Blvd. 

Newcastle, WY 82701.  You can pick up your angel at 
725 Washington Blvd.  For more information about 

Lifeline or the Tree of Love call  746-3553.

Free in town delivery!
Christmas Eve Delivery with a big red bow!

Here comes Randy!

Tidings of

Comfort and Joy

10% off
Financing
Available

At home on the ‘Frontier’
Above, Lexie, the RENEW mascot, sports her holiday Christmas sweater as she rides 
in style throughout Frontier Home, Ranch and Hardware’s Chamber Coffee held 
Thursday, Dec. 4. Below, Jim Darlington, and Bill and Vina Morris were among those 
who enjoyed refreshments and good conversation during the event. (Photo by Pam 
Penfield/NLJ)

did just that. Howard provided 
an update of what FOCUS has 
been doing in recent months, 
which included the fact that 
they have seen more people to 
date this year than last. Howard 
reported that she currently  
has six board members as well 
as two part-time employees, 
and they have been successful 
in raising awareness in the 
community.

She also provided the council 
with an internal review of the 
financial situation at FOCUS 
that was conducted by Mark 
Sylte of Crowell and Sylte. 
This review was done to prove 
to the council that FOCUS has 
been conducting their finances 
in a proper manner.

“There were no substantial 
findings. We made a couple 
of additions into the process 
that we’re using,” Howard 
reported. “I was already pro-
viding the [FOCUS] board 
with a monthly report, and 
[Sylte] asked that the board 
members sign off on it, so we 
adopted that after the recom-
mendation came through.”

Howard explained that this 

was one of the recommenda-
tions that came from Sylte, and 
in order to comply with the city 
council’s requests, the FOCUS 
Board of Directors adopted 
some changes to their policies 
and procedures. 

“Mr. Sylte made it very clear 
this was not an audit, but is, in 
fact, a review of financial prac-
tices and policies. I guess you 
could call it a routine report,” 
stated James. 

“We had [this] in our normal 
budget cycle, they’re budgeted 
for funding for FOCUS, but 
they had withheld that until we 
had some evidence that things 
were being handled properly 
financially. I’ve read this report 
through completely. There are 
no exceptions to what has been 
going on,” reported James. 

James spoke in reference to 
the money allotted for FOCUS 
that comes from the optional 
1 percent sales tax, roughly 
$6,500. 

“I think it would be appro-
priate to have a motion to 
release the budgeted funds to 
FOCUS,” James professed at 
Monday’s meeting.

Councilman Roger Hespe 
made the motion to release 
the funds to FOCUS, with 
Councilman Todd Quigley 
seconding this motion. During 
discussion of the motion, 
Councilwoman Linda Hunt 
asked if funds released would 
be from this date forward, or 
if the city would be giving 
FOCUS funds dating back to 
July 1.

“We would back it up to this 
fiscal year,” explained James. 
“There would be only one 
payment made at this point, 
with another one to be made 
the end of this quarter. We 
are not going back to another 
fiscal year.” 

Charita Brunner, Newcastle 
city clerk and treasurer, reported 
that the next payment will be 
made in January and she will 
just do a double payment for 
FOCUS to cover the full funds 
for the fiscal year. 

After the discussion of 
the motion made by Hespe, 
all members of the council 
approved the motion to return 
the funds to FOCUS for the 
current fiscal year.

FOCUS from page 1..............................................................................................................................................
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ask for it.”
The graves that are missing 

headstones are for Neil 
Townsend, Harley Hollaway, 
Edward Craig, Logan 
McClough, George Shelhart, 
Donald Green and Donald 
Huss. The grave of Charles 
Wicker needs a name plate, 
and records indicate there are 
also three unknown soldiers 
at Greenwood Cemetery in 
Newcastle. If family members 
cannot be found, Beardsley 
would like to place a waving 
flag, with the name of the indi-
vidual underneath, to be placed 
on the final resting place of the 
veteran.

“Warden Todd Martin at the 
Wyoming Honor Conservation 
Camp has agreed to let one of 
the inmates weld flags,” she 
said of the plan. “We don’t 
know what the cost will be 
yet. We have made a list for 
materials, and we have to go 
order all of it.”

However, donations are 
being sought to be able to mark 
the graves of those veterans 
whose family members cannot 
be found. 

Additionally, they have 
identified the grave of a VFW 
Ladies Auxiliary member, 
Ruth Schlup, which does not 
have a marker. Her grave is 
not eligible for a headstone 
from the federal government, 

but Beardsley would like to 
have a cross made to be placed 
at the grave.

Anyone who wishes to 
donate can send a check, identi-
fied as being for headstones, to 
the local VFW, or send to 2990 
W. Main Street. Donations of 
rebar, sheets of carbon steel or 
two-inch pipe would also be 
appreciated.

Rager, who has been 
assisting with the project, said 
he is glad that someone is 

looking into rectifying the situ-
ation of unmarked graves of 
veterans, but there are other 
graves also in need of head-
stones.

On an additional note, John 
Larsen, president of VFW Post 
2516, stated that if community 
members have a loved one in 
the cemetery that does not get 
a flag placed on their grave for 
Memorial Day, they can let him 
know and that person’s resting 
place will be added to the list.

Headstones from page 1.......................................................................................................................

According to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs website, explore.
va.gov, special care is given to pay lasting tribute to the memory of 
veterans who served and sacrificed, and that of their families. VA main-
tains 131 VA national cemeteries in 39 states and is adding new sites to 
accommodate veterans and loved ones in their time of need. In a few 
years, 95 percent of veterans will have a burial option located within 
about an hour’s drive of their home, the site states.
Veterans with a qualifying discharge are automatically entitled to VA 
burial services. Spouses and dependent children are eligible, too.
The following burial services may be provided to veterans and their 
loved ones:
• Burial in a VA national cemetery
• Opening and closing of the grave, burial of cremated remains, or 
placement in an above-ground vault, also called a columbarium
• Perpetual care of the gravesite
• Ordering and inscription of a headstone or marker with an inscription
• Provision of a burial flag
• Award of a Presidential Memorial Certificate
• Performance of a committal service with military honors
• Transportation of flower arrangements from committal service to 
gravesite
Requirements include discharge papers. According to the VA, it takes 
about 10 minutes to establish eligibility in a VA national cemetery, and 
some veterans may be eligible for burial allowances or use benefits for 
private cemetery burials.
To find out more, call 1-800-535-1117.

Construction from page 1..............................................................................................................

“What the problem was, is 
when they started digging out 
for the foundation they ran 
into a lot of water. What I think 
happened was it created a little 
bit of a bath tub. On the south 
end when they started digging 
into that they caught the tail 
end of that, so we had a lot of 
water that was 10 to 15 feet 
out from the existing building. 
Water was running out of the 
wall, which was running out of 
the engineered soil,” Gregory 
explained. 

Originally it appeared that 
water was seeping out of the 
wall right up next to the founda-
tion of the existing building, 
creating puddles, but within two 
days, it was gone. A little farther 
to the west, he described, the 
same problem was occurring.

“What put my mind at ease 
is you come out even eight feet 
from that — we dug some pot 
holes and let it sit for a few 
days — there was absolutely 
zero water. So that told me it 
was coming from the existing 
soils. The other thing was, we 
just come through probably a 
record moisture year, and on top 
of that we irrigate the lawns, I 
could see where it would come 
from,” he said.

Finding a remedy to prop-
erly treat the soil to build a 
foundation on is not new to the 
school district when it comes to 

construction. During past con-
struction they have also had to 
over-excavate four to six feet, 
then start out with three- to 
four-inch rock and pack it in for 
about 18 inches, then build it up 
with engineered soil. Sometimes 
a fabric called Geotech is used. 
Gregory said it looks similar to 
the orange plastic snow fence 
that can be seen in the Wyoming 
countryside. With dirt packed 
in it, this fabric ties the soil 
together, giving a good, solid 
permanent base to start pouring 
the foundation.

When discovered, the water 
problem led to a long meeting 
on Wednesday with a realm  
of interested parties — archi-
tects, engineers, structural 
engineers and the like — 
putting their heads together to 
come up with a solution. The 
Wyoming School Facilities 
Division thought they had final 
say on the project, however, 
Gregory explained that 
Newcastle is unique in that 
they keep some jurisdiction for 
themselves. He added that the 
city was more than fair, and 
he appreciates that they were 
watching out for the district. 
Lengthy discussions were held, 
but it was determined the city 
does have input.

“We came to the conclu-
sion that what was done, was 
done right. By the end of yes-

terday, I think everyone was 
on the same page, and they 
are moving forward again to 
pouring the foundation and the 
stem walls. Then they will start 
hauling in dirt in there and 
get it compacted. Then they 
can start building it up from 
there,” informed the mainte-
nance director. 

He doesn’t anticipate that 
this issue has caused any delay 
in getting into the new building 
addition before the 2015-2016 
school year, since extra time 
was allotted for construction in 
the cold winter months. So far, 
he noted, the winter weather 
has cooperated, and he hopes it 
will continue.

Originally they hoped to 
break ground on the addition 
in the spring, allowing them 
to begin using the building 
when school resumed after 
Christmas break, however with 
some delays on financing from 
the state that didn’t happen 
until the fall.

“With the way things turned 
out in the new schedule, I don’t 
see any problems with them 
making the deadline,” Gregory 
stated. “As I see it right now, 
we will be fine, barring any 
more big issues. I know there 
will be other issues, but we 
will just deal with it. I think we 
will have a really nice building 
when we are done.”

Alexis Shultz
NLJ Reporter

“I’m so very proud and very 
impressed,” professed Jessica 
Graham, instructor at the Meadowlark 
Academy of Dance, when asked about 
the Nov. 23 performance of “The 
Great Russian Nutcracker” that she 
and her dancers participated in with 
the Russian Ballet in Gillette.

As previously reported, Graham 
had the opportunity to take seven 
dancers to perform in the ballet: 
Hannah Riley, who played a French 
girl and snow maiden, Naveah Hintz 
and Asia Graham as mice, KateLyne 
Sloamot, Lilly Peterson and Moriahn 
Kenney, who were snow maidens in 
the performance, and Avril Norma, 
who portrayed a party girl. 

Graham added that she had an 
eighth performer audition, but he was 
not picked for the part due to the fact 
that he was too tall for the costumes, 
and since they are professional cos-
tumes none of them could be altered 
in size.

“All the kids had to be there by 
11,” explained Graham, explaining 
that was when the parents had to drop 

the dancers off at the back door of the 
Cam-Plex Heritage Center and sign 
them in. Parents were also required 
to provide $5 for their child’s lunch. 
Performers were required to stay 
backstage for the remainder of the 

day, until after the performance.
“Parents couldn’t pick them up 

until after the performance and they 
turned in their costumes,” reported 
Graham, adding that this is due to 
costumes going missing in the past. 

From start to finish, the girls were 
backstage for eight and a half hours 
with a full professional stage crew and 
professional dancers.

“It was awesome,” stated Graham, 
referring to the times spent with the 
professional crews. 

Graham explained that when they 
arrived they had to check in all the 
dancers then proceed to hair and 
makeup. At this time they were taken 
inside where they were given their 
costumes to make sure everything fit 
and was right. 

“I was very impressed with how 
they all came together,” professed 
Graham. She said the costumes went 
over the girls’ leotard and tights and 
just snapped. She explained that the 
girls were required to provide their 
own shoes, tights, and leotards, with 
the rest of the costume being provided. 

After putting on their costumes, 
the girls had their hair and makeup 
touched up and were taken to have 
pictures done in their full costumes, 
then returned backstage to remove the 
costumes until the performance.

“Then they went out and did a 
run-through with the professionals,” 
reported Graham.

She said the rehearsals were done 
part by part, and not a complete run-
through of the performance. She 
explained that this was difficult at 
times, due to the accents of the profes-
sional dancers as well as the fact that 
dancers had to change their entrance 
and exit plans to adjust to the rest of 
the performers. 

At this time the girls went back 
to the green room to enjoy lunch and 
entertain themselves before stretching 
for the main performance. 

There was one glitch, though.
“The mice were almost late getting 

on-stage,” stated Graham, explaining 
that the backstage crew was wrong 
and almost sent the girls out too 
late. She reported that the girls were 
almost arguing with the crew, trying 
to explain to them that it was time  
for them to go on-stage, and eventu-
ally the crew opened the door just in 
time for the girls to enter before it 
was too late. 

“They were very impressed with 
our kids,” professed Graham, adding 
that she received specific comments 
from the group about things her 
dancers were doing well, and this 
made her very proud.

Newcastle dancers perform in ‘Nutcracker’

Courtesy of Jessica Graham

Seven dancers from Meadowlark Academy in Newcastle performed at 
the Gillette Cam-Plex Nov. 23, where they danced in “The Great Russian 
Nutcracker,” with the Russian Ballet.

Give the gift that never goes out of style…

 The Newspaper
Don’t know what to buy for 
some of the people on your 
Christmas list?
The newspaper is one present 
they’ll never grow tired of.

Call today to give your 
loved ones the story of your 
hometown, delivered to their 
home each week.

746-2777 • 14 W. Main St. • circulation@newslj.com
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Musical 
celebration

The Community Cantata presented “Night 
of the Father’s Love,” Sunday afternoon at 
the Crouch Auditorium in Newcastle. The 
program, by Pepper Choplin, presented 
the mystery, the awe, and the excitement of 
that night, the night of Jesus’ birth, imagi-
natively captured in a Christmas mosaic  
that included both spoken word and music. 
The Cantata singers were accompanied 
by Newcastle’s bell choir, adding to an 
intriguing array of musical styles to express 
the essence of Christmas: the gift of the 
Father’s love.

Photos by Bob Bonnar, Summer Bonnar & 
Stephanie Bonnar

Top of page, a group of chil-
dren gather around to listen 
to Irene Ward tell the story 
“Twinkle Little Star.” Above, 
soloist Rick Keuck. At right, 
Delores Sylte chimes in for the 
bell choir. Below, Cody Nelson 
narrates a story from “Night 
of the Father’s Love: The Awe 
and Mystery of God With Us.”

Ad Pro
Office Supply

746-9429 
921 S. Summit Ave

20% Off

All Newcastle Dogie & 
Wyoming Cowboy

stuff every Saturday 
in December!

Our gift to you: 20% off 
everything Christmas Eve

Hi-16 Restaurant
Open 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. 7 Days a Week

Also Open Christmas Day
Join us for nachos & chili

6 a.m. - 8 p.m.

11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

CPT David Crow
614 Creekside Lane

Sackets Harbor, NY 13685
(Son of Pat & Barb Crow)

AD2 (AW) Zackary Gruwell
VAQ-131 Unit 25405

FPO-AP 96601

DC1 Eric Ralls
USCG: Dauntless (UMEC624)

3000 Fort Point Road
Galveston, TX 77553-1942
(Son of Tom & Ruth Ralls)

SSgt. Brandon Dixon
CMR 415 Box 8507

APO-AE 09114
(Son of Debbie Dixon)

SSgt Michael R. Dixon
PSC 76 Box 6372

APO AP 96319-0042
(Son of Randy & Mary Dixon)

Justin Bogue
340 Saddle Lane

Lillington, NC 27546
(Son of Howard & Linda Bogue)

SPC Sarah (Shaw) Imhoff
1615 Lee Ann Dr. 
Killeen, TX  76549

SGT Taylor J. Tobar
HHC 1-325 AIR

Ft. Bragg, NC 28310

ABH3 Colter C. Overman 
3770 Highway 182

Jay, FL 32565
(Son of Gary & Chris Howell)

SSGT Frederick Johnson
3701 Cleveland

Cheyenne, WY 82001
(Son of Brent & 
Dianne Johnson)

Donald A. Lewis
8624 Concord

Ft Lewis, WA 98433

1LT Daniel Johnson
2120 Nighthawk 

Laramie, WY 82072
(Son of Brent & 
Dianne Johnson)

Toni (Slagle) Herrod
2906 Clay Ave.

San Diego CA 92113
(Daughter of Clint & 

Tanice Slagle)

PVT  Justin Francis
BCO 169th EN BN (MOS)

6221 Iowa Ave, 1st EN BDF
Fort Leonard Wood, MO 65473

(Son of John Francis 
& Denice Pisciotti)

Remember 
those who 
serve our 
country!

Ever thought of becoming
a real estate agent?

Western Elegance Real Estate is looking for 
career minded individuals to become real 
estate agents and join them in this exciting 

profession. This is the year - Make that 
change you have dreamed about.

Contact Matt Ramsey for an appointment at
matt@westernelegance.us or call 605-431-9330
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Western Gifts
and so 

much more!

20% off All Tack

25% off
Montana Silver

15% off Clothing, 
Caps & Knives

20% off Candles
& Gift items

Happy retirement!
Retired District Judge Dan R. Price, Don Hansen, Marilyn Hansen, Pam Pzinski, 
and Carol Sylte visit at the Courthouse Retirement Party for Commissioners Lenard 
Seeley and Jerry Shepperson as well as Hansen, county attorney, Mamie Krank, 
Weston County Clerk, and Sandy Walford Clerk of District Court. (Photo by Pam 
Penfield/NLJ)

Challenge from page 1..............................................................................................................................

awarded Chamber Bucks, but new this year 
individual weight loss winners will also receive 
monetary prizes.

“By giving Chamber Bucks, it encourages 
business back into the community and helps 
make an overall positive community program 
while promoting a healthy lifestyle and sup-
porting local businesses,” Kim Conzelman, 
director of EWYC, told the News Letter Journal.

She continued to say the program will run 
similar to last year, with the cost being $100 per 
team of five. Registration can be done online 
through WCSD1.org, by clicking on departments, 
Eastern Wyoming College Outreach, and finally 
a button on the side of the page for Registration 
for Community Education Classes. The fee can 
be mailed to EWC Newcastle Outreach at 116 
Casper Ave.

Wilkes said that if someone wants to partici-
pate and they don’t have a team, that’s okay — 
organizers can help put together a team. Several 
in the last challenge participated as individuals 
for the support and accountability of the program.

The idea behind starting the challenge in 
January, explained both Wilkes and Conzelman, 
is because that is when people are most moti-
vated, and the 12-week time-frame will end 
Wednesday, April 1, before Easter, allowing 
people to indulge for the holiday.

Deadline for registration will be on Monday, 
Jan. 5, which is also the day the office will 
reopen after Christmas break. Hopefully, with 
the addition of online registration, there won’t 
be long waiting times that first day, Conzelman 
noted.

“Last year we didn’t anticipate the large 
interest and had registration and weigh-in on 
one night. It caused people to have to wait. 
So we are hoping with online registration and 
weigh-in starting on Wednesday, Jan. 7, it 
will speed up the process and accommodate 

schedules,” she said.
For accountability, Wednesdays will remain 

the days for contestants to weigh-in, however, 
this year they will be able to do so at the 
Newcastle High School office from 6 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. 

“My schedule is more flexible this year, 
so people can go in early. I hope they will 
take advantage of that, allowing them to get 
it over with and go on with their day,” Wilkes 
commented.

As part of the New Year, New You program, 
there will be a fitness challenge in February 
using a pedometer to register number of steps 
taken. Daily food journaling will be the nutri-
tion challenge in March. Conzelman added how 
much she appreciates the help of NHS secre-
taries, Laurie Farella and Diana McCormack, 
with the challenges and weigh-ins.

For encouragement, the nurse sends weekly 
emails about nutrition, health and fitness to help 
motivate participants. She said she will continue 
to add new information, as well as bring back 
some of the important articles and quotes from 
last year.

“I find inspirational quotes and pictures along 
with health tips. During the pedometer challenge, 
I find different tips on how to take extra steps, 
or some five-minute exercise videos to share. 
During March, I find healthy recipes to send,” 
Wilkes acknowledged.

Especially toward the end of the challenge, 
she knows the participants could use inspiration 
and motivation, so she tries to send emails to 
support them then. 

Both women hope the community will take 
advantage of the incentive program and hope to 
have more teams and contestants than last year.

“It ends on April Fool’s Day. Not sure what 
we will pull out of our sleeves on the last weigh-
in day,” cautioned Conzelman with a smile.

because you know the person behind 
the counter, and they know you.

Better Service
14 West Main Street • 746-2777

After making the announce-
ment, comments came forth 
from others in attendance at 
the WCFB meeting, stating the 
Rankin would be missed as a 
member of the board.

“I would like to add to the 
meeting a very heartfelt thanks 
to you, and the support that you 
have given to Jeannette and I. 

Make no doubt about it, we 
couldn’t have done it without 
you,” said Tom Streeter, 
Weston County Fairgrounds 
manager.

Zane Marty interjected that 
he feels Rankin has done a 
good job, and Marty appreci-
ates what he has learned from 
the experienced board member. 

Streeter made a suggestion 
that the board make a plan 
describing how things should 
be handled at the facility, 
which was readily encouraged 
by Rankin. 

“Don’t think that I am 
leaving. I am not going to be on 
this board, but I will be around 
for a time,” Rankin concluded.

Rankin from page 1...........................................................................................................................................



Sonja Karp of Weston 
County School District #1 
was named a Peabody Energy 
Leader in Education for the 
2014-15 school year, and 
awarded $1,000 at a ceremony 
at Newcastle High School on 
Dec. 2, for her dedication and 
commitment to students. 

“It’s her attention to detail 
and her ability to develop rela-
tionships with her students that 
sets Karp, a teacher at Newcastle 
High School, apart from other 
instructors. Her preparation 
for classes is phenomenal. She 
is a true leader in classroom 
instruction design and effective 
implementation of curriculum. 
Sonja’s connection to students 
is authentic and deeply impor-
tant to her. She has the ability 
to make students believe they 
are capable of doing more and 
doing things better than they 
might expect. Sonja is admired 

for her ability to move students 
to a higher plane of expecta-
tions for themselves,” stated a 

release from Peabody.
The Peabody Energy 

Leaders in Education program 

rewards dedicated education 
professionals — from teachers 
and coaches to librarians and 
counselors — who inspire and 
motivate youth to succeed. 
Award recipients are selected 
throughout the school year by a 
committee of top educators and 
business leaders.

“We are grateful for the 
inspiration Sonja Karp provides 
to her students, and we applaud 
her leadership within the school 
community,” said Greg Boyce, 
chairman and chief executive 
officer of Peabody Energy, in 
the release. “Ms. Karp is to be 
commended as an individual 
who excels at her profession 
and we are pleased to recog-
nize her as a Peabody Energy 
Leader in Education.”

The Leaders program was 
developed in Missouri in 2009, 
and reflects Peabody’s commit-
ment to make a positive impact 

in the communities where the 
company’s employees live 
and work, by honoring those 
who inspire students. The 
2014-2015 award program is 
continuing to accept nomina-
tions and is open to educational 
professionals of public, private 
and independent schools in 
designated communities where 
Peabody Energy employees live 
and work. Nominations may be 
made at www.PeabodyEnergy 
LeadersInEducation.org. 

Honorees are selected 
from a diverse group of edu-
cators. They can range from 
veteran teachers to individuals 
in support staff roles such as 
administrators, coaches or 
counselors. Each 2014-2015 
Leader in Education will be 
honored at an awards gala after 
this school year, where one will 
be named Educator of the Year 
and awarded $5,000.
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In Brief …

Pipeline
Safety

Did you know?
To protect our community and 
environment, Wyoming Refining 
routinely patrols the pipeline route 
and the pipeline is equipped with 
safety shutdown valves designed 
to isolate the pipeline in the event 
of a sudden pressure loss.

Questions? Call (307)746-4445

Colton Weeg, 
Pumper

Valued Team Member
since May 20, 2013

Weston County
Works

Success is no Accident

Worms unharmed by 127 mph flight

Karp recognized for her dedication

Denice Pisciotti 
NLJ Reporter

 
Newcastle High School’s science 

department has sent up weather bal-
loons throughout the years, but not 
with the capabilities of tracking it 
and collecting data, as they were 
able to on Thursday, Dec. 4. The 
Wyoming National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration Space Grant 
Consortium loaned the school the nec-
essary equipment for the project.

For about three years, NHS Science 
instructor Jim Stith has wanted to do a 
weather balloon. Through a grant from 
the Wyoming Department of Education 
and the Wyoming NASA Space Grant 
Consortium, it was made possible. 

Stith explained that the school has 
been able to put up their own weather 
balloons in the past, but haven’t had the 
equipment to track them and recover 
them safely.

“[That’s] the part we have been 
missing. So they loaned us the giant 
trunk with what we needed inside, and 
they came up the day of the launch and 
did it,” reported Stith. “It was pretty 
awesome! I was super excited just to be 
able to do it.”

Philip Bergmaier and Michelle 
Turner, members of the consortium 
from the University of Wyoming, came 
to assist in filling the weather balloon 
and tracking it. Many students and 
teachers also had the opportunity to 
watch as the balloon was filled and 
launched at 9:40 a.m.

“He said the first time around we 
like to come and help everyone out and 
make sure everything goes well, which 
was terribly appreciated,” Stith stated.

About 600 square feet was needed 
to house the balloon as it was being 
filled, making the logical indoor space 
to fill it the Industrial Arts building at 
the school. Two helium tanks were used 
to fill the balloon, which was almost 10 
feet across when it left the building.

“It began getting so big that when 
we left, Phil was almost crawling out 
of the shop door to get it out,” he 
reported. “It will get 25 feet across and 
then burst.”

Trailing the balloon was what was 
called the “payload” — a series of boxes 
that contained Shaylee Curren’s science 
project, sensors and a Geiger counter.  

Stith, Bergmaier, Turner and Curren 
followed the balloon in a school vehicle. 
The group was able to track it through a 
global positioning system.

“[We had] the command module, 
which was the GPS, and we had this 
sweet antenna on top of the Suburban 
that when we had a line of sight we 
could communicate [with the weather 
balloon] and it would tell us where it 
was, how high it was, how fast it was 
traveling. We were about Rapid City 
[S.D.] when it went below the horizon. 
Then we had to use the second ones, 
which the very last box was the spot 
GPS — little GPS units that send it to 
the internet, and we have to check that,” 
informed Stith.

As they followed the balloon, it 
was visible up until the time the group 
reached the South Dakota state line. 
When it was in the jet stream, the 
balloon went about 127 miles per hour.

Tracking the balloon, even with 
GPS, proved to be a challenge in 
South Dakota, he recalled, especially 
on [Highway] 44, where cell phone 
coverage was spotty at best.

Three cameras were used to get a 
balloon view of what was going on, 
looking to the side, looking down and 
facing up to watch the balloon explode, 
however that one malfunctioned not 
allowing that view possible.

“The videos are really nauseating 
to watch, because it just spins, flipping 
around spinning,” Stith admitted.

The balloon went up 90,000 feet 
with temperatures of -60 degrees. A 
computer program was used by entering 
variables to determine the approximate 
landing location, where it would burst 
and at what altitude it would be at 
before landing, he explained. 

The balloon landed near Scenic, 
S.D., 120 miles away by road, 
near the Buffalo Gap National 
Grasslands, less than three miles from 
the Badlands National Park. Stith 
described walking through a field to 
find that the parachute had deployed 
on a bluff with the packages arriving 
safely on the ground.

The launch gave Stith and his stu-
dents the knowledge to be able to do 
one themselves. He hopes to be able 
to do another balloon launch in the 
spring involving Newcastle Elementary 
School students. The Wyoming NASA 

Space Grant Consortium has offered 
to loan the school another trunk with 
equipment again.

“We collected a lot of data. We got 
Shaylee’s science experiment done. We 
played with Geiger counters to check 
out ionizing radiation, now we can go 
through that data,” Stith reported.

Curren was the only NHS student 
to ride with the group tracking the 
balloon, and the only student who 
showed interest in using the balloon 
for her science fair project. The idea 
was to see what would happen to 
worms at a high altitude by putting 
them in capsules that held pressure 
with hand warmers.

“It was pretty cool! Basically, for 
my experiment I just wanted to see 
how it would affect the Lumbriculus 
— a water worm that is really good at 
regenerating itself — and the worms. 
It didn’t affect them much. The actual 
worms got stretched out a little bit,” she 
acknowledged.

Denice Pisciotti/NLJ
Above, Philip Bergmaier and Michelle Turner, members of the NASA Space Grant Consortium at the University of 
Wyoming, help Newcastle High School science instructor Jim Stith fill a weather balloon, which they then tracked 
from Wyoming into South Dakota. Below, students and staff watch as they get set to release the weather balloon.

Bob Bonnar/NLJ

Phil Dinsmoor, from Peabody Energy’s Gillette office, with 
Sonja Karp, as she receives the Peabody Leaders in Education 
Award on Dec. 2.

Ayres takes second
The Hastings College 

Bronco Forensics team fin-
ished third overall at the 2014 
Out Limits Swing tournament 
hosted by the University of 
Nebraska-Kearney on Dec. 
6-7. During the tournament 
Jess Ayres, a senior from 
Newcastle, placed second in 
Extemporaneous Speaking, 
and sixth in Impromptu 
Speaking.

The team will break for 
the holiday season, returning 
to competition in January.  

Founded in 1882, 
Hastings College is a private, 
four-year liberal arts insti-
tution located in Hastings, 
Neb., that focuses on student 
academic and extracurricular 
achievement. Hastings 
College offers more than 60 
majors in 32 areas of study 
and 13 pre-professional pro-
grams. Visit Hastings.edu for 
more information.
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Schedule

The Score

Wrestling
12/18	 VJ 	 Buffalo Bison	 H	 5PM
12/19	 VJ 	 Wright Duals	 A	 9AM

Boys Basketball
12/18	 VJ	 Sundance Bulldogs	 A	 4PM
12/19	 VJ	 State Line Shootout 	 A	 2PM
12/20	 VJ	 State Line Shootout	 A	 10AM

Girls Basketball
12/18	 VJ	 Sundance Bulldogs	 A	 4PM
12/19	 VJ 	 State Line Shootout	 A	 2PM
12/20	 VJ	 State Line Shootout	 A	 10AM

Raindrops on roses, and 
whiskers on kittens …

I’ve had that song 
bouncing around in my head for a 
few weeks now, because that was 
our annual girls’ Christmas party 
theme this year.

We decided last year that we 
would give a basket of gifts of 
our favorite things, and we had 
an entire year to compile those 
items.

I, of course, waited until late 
November to 
begin putting 
my basket 
together, and it 
turns out that 
it is harder 
than one 
might imagine 
to decide what 
favorite things 
to include.

What do I choose when 
I love iPads and iPhones and 

cool phone cases,
Flip flops and dresses and 

tropical places,
Soft, cozy blankets and brace-

lets and rings.
These are few of my favorite 

things.
Keurigs and K-cups and 

pumpkin spice creamers,
Lattes and frappes and 

Cinnabun steamers,
Wonderful restaurants with 

waiters that sing,
These are a few of my favorite 

things.
3-D mascara, eyeliner and 

lippy,
Leggings and tunics that don’t 

make me look hippy,
Boots and leg warmers and 

silky linings,
These are a few of my favorite 

things.
Music and Netflix and the TV 

show “Castle,”
Amazon shopping without 

My favorite 
things …

— See Karp, Page 20

NMS Girls 8th Grade A Team
Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2014
Newcastle 35, Twin Spruce 14
Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014
Newcastle 17, Lead 13
3A Championships Saturday, Dec 13
Final: 3rd Place
Newcastle 27, Torrington 26
Newcastle 11, Buffalo 41
Newcastle 40, Glenrock 24
Monday, Dec. 15, 2014
Newcastle 21, Hulett 14
 
NMS Girls 7th Grade A Team
Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2014
Newcastle 28, Twin Spruce 19
Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014
Newcastle 18, Lead 28
3A Championships, Dec. 13
Newcastle 18, Buffalo 31
Newcastle 34, Torrington 40 OT
Monday, Dec. 15, 2014
Newcastle 38, Hulett 0

Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

Murphy’s Law was at work against 
the Dogie boys’ basketball team this 
weekend as they competed in their 
season opener at the East West 
Challenge tournament in Buffalo on 
Friday and Saturday.

It seemed as though everything that 
could go wrong did go wrong for the 
squad. The already small team went 
into the tourney a man down, as Triston 
Roberson was unable to play, having not 
participated in enough practices to be 
eligible to compete because of a knee 
injury he sustained at the end of the 
football season.

Leading scorer Taylor Allen sprained 
his ankle near the end of the first game 
so was not able to play in the two games 
on Saturday, and Dillon Ehlers’ strained 
back that he suffered in football limited 
his playing time as well.

“It’s disappointing when you have 
injuries that impact your game,” head 
coach Allen Von Eye frowned. “We knew 
we were going in without Roberson, but 
we planned for that, and had some core 
kids that we really wanted to get on the 
floor and get them moving. So when 
other injuries interfere with that, the 

All that could go wrong Pool will 
be empty 
for season
Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

It is the season for boys’ swimming, 
however due to a lack of numbers once again 
this year, Newcastle was not able to get enough 
swimmers to put together a team.

There were a couple of boys who expressed 
an interest in the program, but according to 
sources at the high school, that interest didn’t 
pan out.

The program has been struggling throughout 
the last few years, and school officials have 
expressed concern about that, and are deter-
mined to put together some guidelines that 
might help the program get back on its feet.

In the past, if there were one or two boys 
who wanted to compete, Newcastle teamed up 
with the Buffalo swim program to give them 
that opportunity.

There are no hard and fast rules about the 
number of swimmers necessary to make up 
a team, like there is in other sports, but the 
school would like to see at least four members 
so the Dogies can put together a relay squad.

According to Newcastle High School 
Principal Tracy Ragland, a proposal is being 
put together to be presented to the school board 
that offers a plan for going forward with estab-
lishing guidelines and criteria for the sport, in 
order to try to bring the program back around.

For now, though, the pool will remain 
empty without a boys’ swim team.

Ladies hit the ground running
Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

It’s a long haul over the 
mountain and through the 
woods to beautiful Cody, but 
the Lady Dogies were anxious 
to make the trip last Thursday 
to kick off their 2014-2015 
basketball season at the East 
West Challenge tournament.

Starting for the team this 
season are junior point guard 
Abby Gray, senior guard 
Scottlyn Wiggins, junior 
forward Alyssa Dawson, 
junior forward Kendra Back 
and senior center Bailey Karp.

The squad hit the ground 
running, being matched 
against the No. 2 Powell Lady 
Panthers on Friday afternoon.

Having been unable to play 
in the Meet the Dogies scrim-
mage, this was the ladies’ first 
time competing for the year 
and, knowing that they were 
facing a formidable opponent 
in Powell, the nerves were 
pretty evident.

The Lady Dogies came 
out tentative while the Lady 
Panthers did not, and by 
the end of the first quarter, 
Newcastle found themselves 
in a 21 to 5 deficit.

The second quarter was 
very similar to the first, with 
Powell putting on an offensive 
show to finish the half with a 
39-11 lead over the Dogies.

Having dug themselves a 
pretty big hole, the ladies had 

a lot of points to make up in 
the second half, but Powell 
wasn’t about to let them back 
in the game.

The third and fourth quar-
ters were a little more evenly 
matched, with the Lady 
Dogies only being outscored 
by seven points, but Powell 
cruised to a big win with a 
final score of 61-26.

Gray led the team in 
scoring with seven points, 
followed by Wiggins with 
six, and Karp was the leading 
rebounder, snagging nine off 
the boards.

“Obviously the outcome 
wasn’t what we were looking 
for, but I also don’t think it 
was very indicative of how 
we stack up against Powell,” 
head coach Tyler Bartlett 
declared.  “They are an 
extremely talented team, but 
we feel like we can be much 
more competitive with them 
should we see them again. The 
bottom line is we had a lot of 
girls who were very nervous 
and it showed. Going forward 
we shouldn’t have to worry 
about the first-game jitters, 

Alex Shoemaker/Buffalo Bulletin

Dillon Ehlers gives it everything he 
has and gets two of his game-high 
13 points during the Dogies’ fourth 
quarter push against the Pinedale 
Wranglers in Buffalo on Saturday.

— See Ladies, Page 20

— See Men, Page 14

Courtesy of Cody Enterprise

Alyssa Dawson fights for a 
rebound in the Lady Dogies’ 
first win of the season over 
the Cody Lady Broncs, on 
Saturday in Cody.

Your Place
to get

Color
Copies

14 West Main St. • 746-2777
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Get Her a
Christmas Gift at Howell’s

Close Out Sale

Sale

Shed No. 4 is Loaded with Jewelry
Precious and Semi-Precious Stones

Beautifully Designed and Hand Crafted
Necklaces, Bracelets, Earring and Rings

All 50% Off
from now until Christmas

Howell’s Custom Craft Jewelry
210 E. Wentworth St. Shed #4, Newcastle, WY

746-4141 or 746-4422

Code of the West
Shane Sellers, 746-8378

Do you see what I see

Growing profits is about knowing 
where to look, trusting what you see, 

and making good plans.

That’s where we come in.
Honest, practical, straight-forward strategies focused 

on making your good business GREAT.

4 Way Gas n’ Go
Just West of the 4-way stop of US HWYs 85 & 16

Believe
in the Magic 
of Christmas

Check out our 
selection of stocking 
stuffers you won’t 
find anywhere else

Fresh Baked Cookie Platters & 
Christmas Breads
Orders due by Sunday,  
December 21. Must be 
picked up by Tuesday, 
December 23

         The
Dairy Barn
900 S. Summit Ave. • 746-4884
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm • Sat 10am-8pm

My Gift to You
25% off

All Ornaments
Treasured Florals & Gifts

1903 W. Main St. Suite 3
746-4349 • 746-5015

NOTICE
Weston County has the following positions available:

Planning Board 2 Positions 3 Yr. Term
Recreation (Mallo) Board 2 Positions 4 Yr. Term
Solid Waste District (Osage Dump) 3 Positions 4 Yr. Term
Fair Board 1 Position 5 Yr. Term
Historic Preservation Board 2 Positions 3 Yr. Term
 Unexpired Term. Expires 2017
Predatory Animal Control Board 2 Positions 3 Yr. Term
 1 Sportsman, 1 Public Representative
Weed & Pest Board 3 Positions 4 Yr. Term

Anyone wishing to submit an application for any of the above 
positions may contact the Weston County Clerk’s Office, 1 West 
Main, Newcastle, WY, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. Anyone wishing to apply may submit a 
written letter of interest. Letters need to be received by 4:30 a.m. on 
January 5, 2015. Weed and Pest Applicants need to contact the Weed 
& Pest office for qualifications. This matter will be considered by the 
Board of Commissioners on January 6, 2015, at 2:00 p.m.
Weston County does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age or handicapped status in employment or the provision of services.

Men from page 13..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

game changes in a hurry,” he added.
Because of the injuries to Allen and 

Ehlers, there were some younger players 
who were thrown into the mix a little earlier 
than anyone expected, but according to Von 
Eye, they rose to the challenge and did what 
they needed to while gaining some very 
good experience early on in the season.

The initial match-up in the tournament 
pitted the Dogies against the No. 2 Powell 
Panthers, who lived up to their ranking as a 
powerhouse.

“Against Powell we just came out flat 
and a little scared,” Von Eye admitted.

The Panthers like to push the ball 
and take advantage of the transition 
game, and though the Dogies were aware 
of their opponent’s preferred style of 
playing, the team’s defense wasn’t where 
it needed to be to slow down Powell’s 
offensive onslaught.

The team struggled to score, espe-
cially in the first half, and went into the 
locker room with a significant deficit on 
the scoreboard.

After taking a little time to breathe, the 
team looked better in the second half.

“We started coming into our own, espe-
cially late in the third,” Von Eye stated. 
“Then in the fourth quarter we started doing 
what we needed to do and finally started to 
play some good defense, especially in the 
half court.”

The Dogies outscored the Panthers in 
the fourth quarter and were feeling pretty 
good about their performance, but then two 
injuries changed the course of the next day’s 
game strategy.

Allen, who led the team in scoring 
with 23 points against Powell, suffered a 
significant ankle sprain with seconds to 
go in the game, that put him on the bench 
for the remainder of the tournament, and 
Ehlers went down taking a charge during 
the second quarter, aggravating a back 
strain that he had sustained during the 
football season.

“Dillon was gutting it out as hard as he 
could during the game, but he just couldn’t 
move very well after taking the charge,” 
acknowledged Von Eye.

Though putting up a much better effort 
in the second half, the team couldn’t over-
come the Panthers’ lead and dropped the 
game, 43-70.

Behind Allen in scoring were Ehlers 
with eight points, with Cooper Karp and 
Cam Quigley adding five points each.

On Saturday morning, the Dogies went 

up against the Pinedale Wranglers without 
Allen. Given the significant offensive 
presence he provides, the team struggled 
to score.

“We had some good looks, but just 
couldn’t get a bucket,” Von Eye com-
mented. “Defensively, Pinedale does a 
good job, too. They beat and belt and really 
stop penetration pretty well, but we were 
still able to get some good looks — we just 
could not finish.”

In the first quarter, they were down 17 
to zero until freshman Quigley, who got the 
nod to start the game in Allen’s place, put an 
end to the scoring drought with the first two 
points of the game to close out the quarter 
with a score of 2-17.

The Dogies started to come around in 
the second quarter, finishing the half much 
better than they had started it.

Once again, the fourth quarter was when 
the boys started to shine and play the type of 
game they are looking to play.

“We made a great run at them in the 
fourth quarter and started playing some 
really good basketball,” grinned Von Eye. 
“We had some guys who really stepped up.”

Quigley had some huge plays in the 
fourth, and Karp had some big plays as well.

“Cooper started playing very aggres-
sively and had some huge offensive boards 
and just some good offensive touches for 
buckets. Dillon got some steals, Colton 
Sweet had some huge offensive rebounds 
for us that kept us alive and put some points 
on the board, but we just ran out of gas,” 
Von Eye explained.

The men were able to cut the 20-point 
deficit to three late in the game, but just 
didn’t have the legs to overcome the 
Wranglers, and fell short, losing 42-50.

Leading scorers were Ehlers with 13, 
Karp with 12 and Quigley with nine.

In the final game of the tournament, 
the Dogies took on the Jackson Broncs. 
Following the disappointment of the 
Pinedale game, the boys struggled to match 
the intensity they played with during the 
previous fourth quarter.

“In the first quarter, we played some 
great basketball. Defensively, we were 
doing some really good things, especially 
in the half court and we were patient and 
doing good things on offense as well,” 
stated Von Eye.

In the second quarter, the team seemed to 
sit back a little and relax, according to Von 
Eye. The Broncs hit a couple of big shots 
that put the team back on their heels a little 

bit, and those shots appeared to have a bit of 
a demoralizing effect on the men.

The close game that the Dogies had been 
in during the first quarter started to get away 
from them and they found themselves down 
heading into the half.

Unfortunately, the squad was unable to 
turn the game around in the second half as 
they had done in the previous two games, 
and ended up falling to the Broncs by a 
score of 25-55.

“I tell the kids every single year that the 
third game of the tournament is my favorite 
one, because that’s when we see where we 
are at this point in the season. Both teams 
are tired, so it is in this game that we start 
to see mental fortitude — and it’s really all 
about guts,” Von Eye noted.

Leading the Dogies in scoring in this 
final match-up were Quigley with 11 and 
Ehlers with four.

Given the many circumstances that the 
team was faced with during the course of 
the tournament, the coaches got a chance to 
see what some of the younger players are 
capable of contributing.

“Cam Quigley stepped up in the tourna-
ment and played some fabulous basket-
ball,” Von Eye exclaimed. “He showed that 
as a freshman, the Varsity game wasn’t too 
big for him offensively and defensively,” 
he added.

Von Eye noted that Quigley was the 
team’s leading rebounder, despite the fact 
that he lacks the height of other players on 
the court.

Ehlers was also a major contributor, 
despite the fact that he was playing 
through a great deal of pain for most of 
the tournament.

“We also had some bench guys that 
really stepped up. Dawson Norton took a 
charge in every single game, and that’s huge 
because it’s a momentum changer that can 
really turn things around in a close game,” 
Von Eye expressed.

The season is still very young, and 
the coaches know the areas that need 
improvement.

“We need to be more disciplined and 
make sure that we are taking care of the little 
things. Defensively, we have got to improve 
our intensity and consistency, so we will 
keep working on that,” stated Von Eye.

The Dogies will get a chance to work 
on those things as they compete in another 
tournament this weekend where they will 
take on Sundance, Belle Fourche and Lead-
Deadwood in the Stateline Shootout this 
Thursday through Saturday, Dec. 18-20.

According to the coaches, there will 
be some tough competition, but they are 
looking forward to seeing what the team 
will do with the addition of Roberson to 
the roster on Friday and Saturday, and are 
hopeful that Ehlers and Allen will be in a 
better physical condition to offer their full 
talents to the team as well.

Wrestlers learning from mistakes
Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

 
The combined Newcastle/

Upton grapplers opened their 
2014-2015 season with a 
busy weekend traveling to 
Belle Fourche for a triangular 
on Thursday and to the Lusk 
Invitational tournament on 
Friday and Saturday.

The first team that the squad 
took on was the Belle Fourche 
Broncs, and according to head 
coach Lee McCoy, the team was 
pretty rusty.

“We were making a lot of 
mental mistakes, like locking 
our hands and committing false 
starts,” admitted McCoy.

Those mistakes ultimately 
led to a Dogie/Bobcat team loss, 
16-54.

Though the team didn’t 
come out on top, there were 
some individual winners. Ricky 
Larson and Wyatt Corley each 
won their matches with a pin, 
and Trayton Dawson won his 
match by decision, 17-4.

Open forfeit losses in four 
of the weight classes didn’t help 
the team’s overall finish as well.

The match-up against Custer 

went better for the home team, 
as they claimed the victory over 
the Wildcats, 36-33.

Seven of the 10 wrestlers 
won their matches, including 
Dawson, Donovan Prell, Dennon 
Parks and Corley winning by 
pin, Bryson Tidyman and Larson 
winning by decision, and Bryce 
Womack wining by forfeit.

Despite forfeit losses in four 
weight classes once again, the 
team held on for the win.

“I was really happy with 
our shape for this early in the 
season, and I think that was the 
difference in the dual against 
Custer,” reasoned McCoy. 
“Against Belle Fourche, we 
were just not sharp. We let them 
bring the attacks and we weren’t 
putting moves together. When 
competing against talented kids, 
you cannot stop wrestling — 
and you have to be one move 
ahead of the other guy, but we 
just weren’t getting that done,” 
he admitted.

McCoy went on to say 
that he would like to see Belle 
Fourche later on in the season, 
as he believes that the outcome 
of the match would be different.

Coming off a one and one 

finish on Thursday, the team 
headed south to Lusk the next 
two days to compete in the Lusk 
Invitational.

As a team, the Dogie/
Bobcat wrestlers had a good 
showing, placing second behind 
Moorcroft.

Individually, the team 
placed seven out of the 12 kids. 
Champions included Prell at 
113 pounds, Larson at 138 and 
Bradon Rushton at 145. Runners 
up were Dawson at 106 pounds, 
Corley at 152 and Womack at 
285. Parks rounded out the team 
finishers, placing third at 120.

“Overall, I’m pleased with 
how we wrestled this week. I 
was impressed with the fact 
that we were battling in every 
match. We had some matches 
where our young kids were up 
against some salty veterans, and 
we were bringing the attacks,” 
McCoy smiled.

The Newcastle/Upton team 
hopes to carry over their success 
as they face off against Buffalo 
in a dual in Upton, beginning at 
5 p.m. on Thursday, and then 
the team travels to Wright for a 
dual beginning at 9:30 a.m. on 
Saturday.

The Stats

The Stats

Newcastle vs. Belle Fourche 
12-11: L 16-54

106: Trayton Dawson W 17-4
113: Donovan Prell L pin
120: Bryson Tidyman L pin
126: Dennon Parks L pin
132: Zach Schuessler L pin
138: Ricky Larson W pin
145: Bradon Rushton L pin
152: Wyatt Corley: W pin
160: L Forfeit
170: Nick Bock L pin
182: L Forfeit
195: L Double forfeit
220: L Double forfeit
285: Bryce Womack L pin
 

Newcastle vs. Custer 12-11: W 36-33
106: Trayton Dawson W pin
113: Donovan Prell W pin
120: Bryson Tidyman W 8-6
126: Dennon Parks W pin
132: Zach Schuessler L 3-6
138: Ricky Larson W 10-7
145: Bradon Rushton L pin
152: Wyatt Corley: W pin
160: L Forfeit
170: Nick Bock L pin
182: L Double Forfeit
195: L Forfeit
220: L Forfeit
285: Bryce Womack W forfeit
 

Lusk Invite 12-12 & 12-13: 2nd Place
106: Trayton Dawson second place
113: Donovan Prell first place
120: Dennon Parks third place
138: Ricky Larson first place
145: Bradon Rushton first place
152: Wyatt Corley second place
285: Bryce Womack second place

Newcastle vs. Powell: 43-70
Dillon Ehlers: 8 points, 4 rebounds, 3 steals
Colton Sweet: 4 rebounds, 4 assists
Taylor Allen: 23 points, 7 rebounds, 3 assists, 3 steals
Alec Walker: 2 points, 2 rebounds, 1 assist
Cooper Karp: 5 points, 1 rebound, 2 steals, 1 block
Cam Quigley: 5 points, 4 rebounds
Dawson Norton: 1 rebound, 1 assist 2 steals
Kaullen Sundstrom: 1 rebound
 

Newcastle vs. Pinedale: 42-50
Dillon Ehlers: 13 points, 4 rebounds, 1 assist, 2 steals
Colton Sweet: 6 rebounds, 3 assists, 2 steals
Alec Walker: 3 points, 2 rebounds, 1 steal
Cooper Karp: 12 points, 5 rebounds
Cam Quigley: 9 points, 5 rebounds, 2 assists, 3 steals
Dawson Norton: 4 points, 5 rebounds, 1 steal
Vincent Oedekoven: 1 point, 1 rebound, 1 steal
 

Newcastle vs. Jackson: 25-55
Dillon Ehlers: 4 points, 4 rebounds, 3 assists, 1 steal
Colton Sweet: 3 rebounds, 1 assist, 1 steal
Alec Walker: 2 rebounds, 1 steal
Cooper Karp: 2 points, 4 rebounds, 1 steal
Cam Quigley: 11 points, 5 rebounds, 1 assist, 2 steals
Dawson Norton: 3 points, 4 rebounds
Vincent Oedekoven: 3 points, 1 rebound
Alec Martinez: 2 points

Alex Shoemaker/Buffalo Bulletin

Cooper Karp goes up for two of his 12 points in the team’s hard-fought loss against 
the Pinedale Wranglers Saturday at the East West Challenge tournament in Buffalo.



Solving Tech
307-670-9001

Black Hills Exploration & Production
746-3517

Weston County Health Services
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Whirlwind Services
Sean Crabtree 307-689-2505

Advanced Communications
746-9614

Black Hills Power
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One-Call 1-800-849-2476

Cambria Supply
746-2763

CLT Flooring & Furnishing
746-3335

Dixon Bros., Inc.
746-2788

Elliott Chiropractic
746-9200

JackMaster Const.
Craig Wiggins 746-3521

Newcastle Equipment
746-4520

Newcastle Vision Clinic
746-2371

Rob's Hot Oil
746-3631

Spearfish Forest Products
605-642-7741

Wyoming Automotive
746-2769

The Wyoming Club
941-1911

Wyoming Refining
746-4445

Mining Electrical Services
Josh Liggett 746-6192

B&M Dozer LLC
Bucky Rawhouser

746-2674 or 746-8746
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The regular meeting of the Weston County 
Commissioners convened at 9:00 a.m. with 
Chairman Seeley presiding.  Present for the 
meeting were Commissioners:  Lenard D. Seeley, 
Jerry Shepperson, Randy Rossman, Tracy Hunt, 
Marty Ertman and County Clerk, Mamie C. 
Krank.  

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
Commissioner Shepperson gave the 

Invocation and Commissioner Hunt led the del-
egation in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Accept Collections
A motion was made by Commissioner 

Shepperson, seconded by Commissioner 
Rossman, to accept the collections of the District 
Court Clerk in the amount of $815.50.  Carried.

A motion was made by Commissioner 
Shepperson, seconded by Commissioner 
Rossman, to accept the collections of the County 
Clerk in the amount of $10,102.25.  Carried.

Cancellation of Taxes
A motion was made by Commissioner 

Rossman, seconded by Commissioner 
Shepperson, to accept and sign a cancellation 
of taxes numbered 1109 in the amount of $50.27 
issued to Penny Vielhauer.  Carried.

A motion was made by Commissioner 
Rossman, seconded by Commissioner 
Shepperson, to accept and sign a cancellation 
of taxes numbered 1110 in the amount of $51.65 
issued to Penny Vielhauer.  Carried.

A motion was made by Commissioner 
Shepperson, seconded by Commissioner 
Rossman, to accept and sign a cancellation of 
taxes numbered 1111 in the amount of $54.88 
issued to Penny Vielhauer.  Carried.

A motion was made by Commissioner 
Rossman, seconded by Commissioner 
Shepperson, to accept and sign a cancellation 
of taxes numbered 1112 in the amount of $73.91 
issued to Whispering Pines Construction, LLC.  
Carried.

Approve Minutes
A motion was made by Commissioner 

Rossman, seconded by Commissioner 
Shepperson, to approve the minutes of the regu-
lar meeting held November 18, 2014.  Discussion 
ensued.  An amendment to the motion was 
made by Commissioner Hunt, seconded by 
Commissioner Shepperson, to change the ver-
biage under the heading “District Court” from, 
“Mrs. Walford requested the Commissioners 
consider granting an employee appreciation 
day on the day after Christmas, which falls on a 
Friday this year” to “Mrs. Walford requested the 
Commissioners consider granting the day after 
Christmas off as an employee appreciation day.”  
Carried.  The recorded votes are as follows:  
Yea:  Commissioners:  Shepperson, Hunt and 
Rossman; Nay:  Commissioner Ertman.

County Road Fund Eligibility Form
A motion was made by Commissioner 

Rossman, seconded by Commissioner 
Shepperson, to sign a County Road Fund (CRF) 
Eligibility Form in the amount of $350,000.00, 
for the CRF WYDOT Gravel Crushing Project.  
Carried.

Budget Amendment – Mondell Airport
The hour being 10:00 a.m. Chairman Seeley 

opened a budget amendment hearing to con-
sider amending the Fiscal Year 2015 budget in 
the amount of $4,222,222.00 for the Mondell 
Airport Runway Rehabilitation/Lighting Project.  
Chairman Seeley called for public comment; 
hearing none, the public comment portion of 
the hearing was closed at 10:03 a.m.  A motion 
was made by Commissioner Hunt, seconded by 
Commissioner Rossman, to increase the Fiscal 
Year 2015 Budget in the amount of $4,222,222.00 
for the Mondell Airport Runway Rehabilitation/
Lighting Project.  Carried.  The budget hearing 
was closed at 10:05 a.m.

The meeting recessed at 10:05 a.m. and 
reconvened at 10:10 a.m. with all present.

Easements
Fran Lehman, GIS Coordinator, met with the 

Commissioners and discussed the USDA State 
Easements and a new sample form of ease-
ment from Crook County.  The Board will review 
the sample easement form and meet with Mrs. 
Lehman on December 16, 2014, with recommen-
dations.  No action was taken.

Office Space
William Curley, County Attorney Elect, met 

with the Commissioners and discussed the 
location of the County Attorney’s Office after 
January 5, 2015.  Mr. Curley stated that the 
City of Newcastle had indicated that the office 
space currently leased for the Circuit Court 
could be leased for the County Attorney if the 
Commissioners agreed.  The Commissioners 
related that no decision had been made as to 
where the County Attorney’s office space would 
be located.  The Commissioners discussed a 
letter sent to Judge Castano stating that Circuit 
Court would be located in the Law Enforcement 
Emergency Operations Center once remodeled.  
No action was taken, this topic will be re-visited.

Mallo Camp Board
Greg Stumpff, Mallo Camp Board Member, 

met with the Commissioners and discussed a 
permit to construct for the water line portion 
of the Mallo Camp Water Tank Replacement 
Project.  A motion was made by Commissioner 
Rossman, seconded by Commissioner 
Shepperson, to authorize Chairman Seeley’s sig-

Unofficial County Commission Minutes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

nature on the Mallo Camp Water Line Permit to 
Construct.  Discussion ensued, carried.  

The meeting recessed at 11:07 a.m. and 
reconvened at 11:15 a.m. with all present.

Courthouse Basement/Remodel
Susan Overman, Treasurer; Shawnda 

Morrison, Deputy Clerk and Tina Conklin, 
Assessor, met with the Commissioners and 
discussed the Courthouse basement remodel.  
Mrs. Overman voiced strong concerns that if 
Circuit Court was located in the Courthouse 
basement there would be increased security 
concerns, increased traffic in the Courthouse, 
and an immediate need to secure stored docu-
ments.  The Commissioners discussed repairing 
the vault doors in the basement which are cur-
rently not in working condition.  Mrs. Overman 
stated that if security was increased downstairs 
for Circuit Court, the entire Courthouse needed to 
be upgraded.  Mrs. Morrison was concerned that 
monies spent to remodel the basement for Circuit 
Court would be wasted when the court was 
moved to the Law Enforcement building.  Mrs. 
Conklin discussed moving her server out of the 
GIS office to the big vault downstairs in prepara-
tion of the remodel.  No action was taken, this 
topic will be re-visited.

The meeting recessed at 11:50 a.m. and 
reconvened at 1:30 p.m. with all present.

Contract Engineer
Jerry Hunt, Contract Engineer, met with the 

Commissioners and discussed the 2011-2012 
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) Project.  
Mr. Hunt discussed a letter from Taylor Rossetti, 
WYDOT, which indicated that the 2011-2012 
CMAQ Project was not advertised three consecu-
tive times and therefore should be re-advertised 
and re-bid.  Mr. Hunt stated that he would revise 
the bid packet and turn it in to WYDOT for final 
approval prior to the County re-advertising the 
project.  Mr. Hunt discussed work completed 
by Timberline Services.  The Commissioners 
requested that Timberline Services turn in a 
voucher for payment for all cost incurred to date.  
No action was taken.

The meeting recessed at 1:55 p.m. and recon-
vened at 2:02 p.m. with all present.

Prairie Dogs
Bob & Jean Harshbarger, resident 

experts; Lance Russell, South Dakota State 
Representative and Attorney for the Nation 
Grasslands Association and Mark Tubbs, National 
Grasslands Association President, met with the 
Commissioners and discussed prairie dogs and 
issues with the Forest Service.  Mr. Harshbarger 
presented notes and research he had compiled, 
pointing out that the Forest Service does not 
recognize Weston County’s Land Use Plan, 
as required under the N.E.P.A. Process.  The 
Commissioners stated that several copies of 
Weston County’s Land Use Plan have been pro-
vided to the Forest Service and it is available on 
the Weston County website.  Mr. Harshbarger 
stated that Weston County Resolution 94-12 
was referenced in the scoping documents.  Mr. 
Russell discussed South Dakota’s history with 
the Black Footed Ferret introduction and similari-
ties to Wyoming in the prairie dog management 
plan.  Mr. Russell voiced concerns regarding the 
proposed land swap in Wyoming between Forest 
Service and State Lands, stating that this hap-
pened in South Dakota and public access was 
denied.  Mr. Russell recommended fighting for at 
least a half mile buffer instead of a quarter mile 
buffer from private property, and emphasized 
the importance of communication between the 
County and the Governor.  No action was taken; 
the Board thanked the group for the presentation 
and information.

The meeting recessed at 2:50 p.m. and 
reconvened at 2:57 p.m. with all present except 
Commissioner Ertman.

Circuit Court
Judge Castano, Circuit Court Judge, met with 

the Commissioners and discussed possible office 
space for Circuit Court in the Courthouse base-
ment.

Commissioner Ertman re-joined the meeting 
at 2:58 p.m.

Judge Castano expressed safety concerns for 
the Circuit Court Clerks in their current location.  
The Commissioners discussed the possibility of 
improving security at the current location until the 
Emergency Operation Center in the basement 
of the Law Enforcement Center is finished.  The 
Commissioners discussed traffic flow with Connie 
Allen, Circuit Court Clerk, who stated that there is 
a steady flow daily.  Mr. Curley, County Attorney 
Elect, stated that both office space issues could 
be solved at the same time and he would prefer 
to be located in the Circuit Court building which 
would be closer to the Public Defender’s office.  
The Commissioners discussed the possibility 
of utilizing the GIS office alone for Circuit Court 
office space, which would require minimal remod-
eling.  A motion was made by Commissioner 
Shepperson, seconded by Commissioner Hunt, to 
remodel the South East corner of the Courthouse 
basement for the Circuit Court office.  Discussion 
ensued, carried.  The recorded votes were as 
follows:  Yea:  Commissioners Shepperson, Hunt 
and Rossman; Nay:  Commissioner Ertman.

A motion was made by Commissioner 
Shepperson, seconded by Commissioner 
Rossman, to engage the State Security 
Coordinator for improved security measures prior 
to the Circuit Court moving into the Courthouse, 
and utilize Scott Rager, Homeland Security 

Coordinator, as a point-of-contact for Courthouse 
Department Heads.  All security measures 
would need to be approved by the Board of 
Commissioners.  Discussion ensued, carried.

The meeting recessed at 4:02 p.m. and recon-
vened at 4:15 p.m. with all present.

Approve Vouchers
A motion was made by Commissioner 

Shepperson, seconded by Commissioner 
Rossman, to approve the vouchers as presented.  
Carried.  They are as follows:

066 NCPERS, financial admin, $272.00, 
AFLAC, payroll ded, $1,729.33, Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, financial admin, $53,750.13, Office of 
Child Support, payroll ded, $175.00, Orchard 
Trust, payroll ded, $1,140.00, WEBT, financial 
admin, $180.70, Weston County Clerk, financial 
admin, $41,387.89, WY Child Support, payroll 
ded, $1,175.00, WY Dept of Workforce Services, 
financial admin, $2,288.28, WY Retirement 
System, financial admin, $26,422.65, Hunkins 
Newton Law Firm, special attny, $25,000.00, 
Weston County Treasurer, district court fees, 
$2,880.00, Hermes Consolidated Inc., oil/gas/
lube, $22,459.57, Mining Electrical Service, co 
lighting, $92,549.70, Kadrmas Lee & Jackson, 
buffalo cr rd, $7,686.72, Wiss, Janney, Elstner 
Assoc Inc., repairs, $13,461.03, Local Govt 
Liability Pool, insur, $13,461.03, Local Govt 
Liability Pool, insur, $1,000.00, Fossil Industries 
Inc., Mallo cabin, $709.00, Alice Tratebas, misc, 
$739.81, Ad Pro, supp, $2,034.05, ADI Insurance 
Agency, insur, $938.00, Alinea Coy, elec-
tion, $115.50, All Clear Windows, repair/maint, 
$140.00, Alpha Communications, tower rent, 
$131.00, American Welding & Gas Inc., repair/
maint, $147.55, AT&T Mobility, comm, $1,011.22, 
Barb Munger, election, $18.13, Barbara Crow, 
election, $124.00, Barbara Lebsack, election, 
$124.00, Batteries Plus #76, misc, $108.58, 
Becky Hadlock, election, $119.13, Betty Petranek, 
election, $18.13, BH Auto Salvage, veh/maint/
fuel, $328.20, Black Hills Chemical, brd of pris-
oner, $241.40, Black Hills Plumbing, repair/maint, 
$3,234.70, Black Hills Power, util, $2,894.87, 
Bob Barker, brd of prisoner, $278.88, Brownell’s 
Inc., equip, $170.84,  Burnell Pond, equip, 
$180.19, Byrand Streeter, wages/equip/repairs, 
$1,255.25, C&J Newcastle Hardware, repair/
maint/misc, $257.77, Cambria Supply, repair/
maint, $1,335.07, Carolyn Peterson, election, 
$132.00, Casey Thorson, janitorial, $1,240.00, 
Catherine Beck, election, $138.50, CDW 
Government Inc., med supp, $127.67, Charlotte 
Daigh, election, $18.13, Christine French, elec-
tion, $18.13, City of Newcastle, util, $4,892.66, 
Clinical Lab of the Black Hills, autopsies, 
$2,027.00, Comtronix, misc, $549.40, Connie 
James, wic, $47.67, Connie Tooman, election, 
$180.38, CSI Forensic Supply, investing, $215.81, 
Culligan Water Conditioning, misc, $15.00, 
Dakota Radiology, misc, $33.00, Dawnyell Nagle, 
election, $7.25, Deanna Beck, election, $109.50, 
Debra Smith, election, $120.38, Decker’s 
Market, supp, $370.69, Denise Thompson, 
election, $109.50, Dixon Bros, oil/gas/lube, 
$341.84, Double D Obsolete Parts, repair/maint, 
$120.32, Dustbusters Inc., gravel, $17,608.53, 
Ellen Butts, election, $116.75, Farnsworth 
Services, financial admin, $2,396.56, Fastenal 
Company, tools, $399.99, Francie Goode, elec-
tion, $118.56, Francine Lehman, supp, $77.69, 
Fred’s Welding, repair/maint, $83.96, Frontier 
Home Ranch, supp, $44.46, Gary Lebsack, 
election, $120.38, Gateway Auto Supply, veh/
maint, $136.46, Georgia Japp, election, $127.63, 
Gloria Riehemann, election, $198.50, Golden 
West Technologies, software/comm, $1,558.80, 
Grace Davis, election, $116.75, Great Western 
Tire Co, repair/maint, $12,699.81, Grimm’s 
Pump, fuel/tank/maint, $527.63, Hansen & Peck, 
office exp, $4,250.00, Hillside Pharmacy, misc, 
$183.79, Hillyard, supp, $126.82, Jacks Truck 
& Equipment, radio, $723.54, James Tooman, 
election, $120.38, Jane Capps, election, $118.50, 
Jerry Shepperson, mile/trvl, $42.00, Jill Pischke, 
election, $23.25, Joan Fassbender, election, 
$116.75, Karen Carter, election, $109.50, KASL, 
print/publ, $871.80, Kathleen Tavegie, elec-
tion, $124.88, Kayla Carter, fees/trans, $125.00, 
Lavonne Roberts, election, $120.38, Linda Engle, 
election, $18.13, Lori Bickford, mile/trvl, $79.64, 
Marlene Dixon, election, $116.75, Marlys Mitchell, 
election, $124.00, Mary Dixon, election, $109.50, 
MasterCard, brd prisoner/mile/travel, $395.36, 
Max Masters, land rec, $1,900.00, Michelle 

Sweet, med supp, $234.47, Minute Lube Center, 
veh maint/fuel, $70.94, News Letter Journal, 
print/publish, $10,014.28, North American Truck 
& Trailer, repair/maint, $26.72, Office Ally, immu-
niz, $19.95, Phyllis Sundstrom, election, $18.13, 
Pitney Bowes Inc., supp, $130.88, Plainsman, 
supp, $864.96, Postmaster, post/freight, $98.00, 
Powder River Energy, util, $985.61, Precinct 
Police Products, uniforms, $705.00, Preventive 
Health, med, $42.00, Randy Rossman, mile/
trvl, $24.00, Rapid Delivery, post/freight, $12.60, 
Regional Health, jail med, $712.00, Roadrunner 
Disposal, util, $60.00, Robert Kenney, coroner, 
$200.00, RT Communications, comm, $2,621.06, 
Safety-Kleen Corp, misc, $346.21, Sandra 
Bulawa, election, $120.50, Sanofi Pasteur, immu-
niz, $1,466.90, Servall Uniform/Linen Co., misc, 
$225.44, Shari Frederick, election, $109.50, 
Shopko, misc, $221.90, Shreds, supp, $50.00, 
Source Gas, util, $1,230.09, Susan Love, elec-
tion, $124.50, Tammy Cleverdon, election, $18.13, 
Texas Refinery Corp, oil/gas/lube, $648.00, 
Timberline Services, gravel, $11,063.48, Top 
Office Products, supp, $1,502.73, Trail King Ind., 
post/freight, $24.51, Tri Star Surveying, rd fund, 
$60.00, Tyler Technologies, misc, $664.07, Ultra 
Max, equip, $1,131.00, Upton Co-op Assn, oil/
gas/lube, $19,381.44, Urbin Law Office LLC, 
special attny, $725.99, UW-Admin Business 
Office, salary, $5,649.00, Vanita Epperson, elec-
tion, $126.75, Verizon Wireless, comm, $181.39, 
VISA, gas/oil/trvl/misc, $1,223.75, WCS, comm, 
$171.33, WEAFCS Treasurer-Melissa Bardsley, 
st fair, $120.00, West End Water District, util, 
$60.00, Western Plains, supp, $1,144.50, 
Western Printing, supp, $307.60, Western States 
Fire Protection, repair/maint, $415.00, WC 4-H 
Council, st fair, $165.00, WC Gazette, comm, 
$238.14, WC Health Services, jail medical, 
$12,686.90, WC Road & Bridge, veh/maint/fuel/
oil, $3,648.31, WC Senior Services, brd of prison-
er, $2,122.00, Weston Engineering Inc., eng srvc, 
$1,000.00, Whirlwind Services, snow removal, 
$375.00, Woody’s Food Center, supp, $215.09, 
WY Automotive, oil/gas/repair/maint, $314.36, 
WY Dept of Health, mile/trvl/misc, $318.00, WY 
Machinery, repair/maint, $1,953.14, WY Network, 
misc, $208.05, WY Taxpayers Assoc, misc, 
$195.00, Wyoma Jungck, election, $116.75, Net 
Payroll, 133,444.92.

There being no further business to come 
before the Commission the meeting adjourned at 
4:25 p.m. 

Lenard D. Seeley, Chairman
Attest:  Mamie C. Krank, County Clerk

(Publish December 18, 2014)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF VOLUNTARY CLEANUP

Pursuant to W.S. §35-11-1 604, notice is 
hereby given that the Wyoming Department 
of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has accepted 
Wyoming Refining Company for participation 
in the Voluntary Remediation Program (VRP). 
The property entered into the program is the 
Wyoming Refining Company Newcastle Refinery. 
The VRP was established to provide a safe and 
efficient method for cleaning up contaminated 
sites and putting them back into productive use.

DEQ has determined that this site is eligible 
for participation in the VRP. Eligibility is based 
on criteria in W.S. §35-11-1602. Petroleum hydro-
carbons including naphtha, diesel fuel, alkylate, 
and jet fuel (among other refined products) con-
tamination of soil and groundwater is a result of 
historic releases that occurred between 1925 to 
present.

As provided in W.S. §35-11-1604, any inter-
ested party may request development of a public 
participation plan by Wyoming Refining Company 
for the site. If the Director of the DEQ determines 
that there is significant public interest, then 
Wyoming Refining Company will be required to 
develop and implement a public participation 
plan subject to approval by the Director. If you 
would like to request development of a public 
participation plan, you must do so no later than 
January 31, 2015 by sending a written request to: 
Luke J. Esch, Administrator, Solid and Hazardous 
Waste Division, DEQ, 122 West 25th Street, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, 82002.

For further information, you may contact 
Lily Barkau Lee with DEQ at (307) 777-7541 or 
James Runyan with Wyoming Refining Company 
at (307) 746-4445.

(Publish December 11, 18 and 25, 2014 and 
January 1, 2015)

Environmental Notice .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Deadline for Legals 
is noon on Friday

Notice of Eastern Weston County 
Public Recreation Board Meetings

Notice is hereby given that regular meet-
ings of the Eastern Weston County Public 
Recreation Board, State of Wyoming, are held 
each month following the regular scheduled 
school board meetings on the second and last 
Wednesday of each month. There are a few 
exceptions to that rule: The following months 
will have only one monthly meeting: June (fourth 
Wednesday), July (third Wednesday), November 
(second Wednesday), and December (second 
Wednesday). Meetings will be held in the board 
room at the Administration Building at 116 
Casper Avenue, Newcastle, Wyoming, unless 
otherwise notified and such meetings are open to 
the public.

Notice is also given that official minutes of 
the Eastern Weston County Public Recreation 
Board meeting of such board, including a record 
of all official acts and of all warrants issued, are 
available for inspection by any citizen during 
regular office hours, at the office of the clerk of 
said district, at 116 Casper Avenue, Newcastle, 
Wyoming. Official minutes are also available for 
inspection on the Weston County School District 
# 1 school website at: weston1.k12.wy.us

(Publish December 18, 2014)

Meeting Notice .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Notice of School Board Meetings

Notice is hereby given that regular meet-
ings of the Board of Trustees of Weston County 
School District # 1, State of Wyoming, are held 
each month at 7:00 p.m. on the second and last 
Wednesday of each month. There are a few 
exceptions to that rule: The following months 
will have only one monthly meeting: June (fourth 
Wednesday), July (third Wednesday), November 
(second Wednesday) and December (second 
Wednesday). Meetings will be held in the board 
room at the Administration Building at 116 
Casper Avenue, Newcastle, Wyoming, unless 
otherwise notified and such meetings are open to 
the public.

Notice is also given that official minutes of 
each regular or special meeting of such board, 
including a record of all official acts and of all 
warrants issued, are available for inspection by 
any citizen during regular office hours, at the 
office of the clerk of said district, at 116 Casper 
Avenue, Newcastle, Wyoming. Official minutes 
are also available for inspection on the Weston 
County School District # 1 school website at: 
weston1.k12.wy.us

(Publish December 18, 2014)

Meeting Notice .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .



THE WILD WEST

ACROSS
1. French pancake
6. Trig function
9. *The steam ____motive 
drove Western growth
13. Flotsam and jetsam alterna-
tive
14. Earned at Kellogg School of 
Management
15. In any degree at all, archaic
16. Discrimination against 
elderly people
17. Black gold
18. Traction aid
19. *Spaghetti _______
21. *Precursor to cowboy
23. Type of tree
24. Cough syrup balsam
25. Contrary conjunction
28. Heracles’ wife
30. Methane or carbon dioxide, 
e.g.
35. “Put a lid __ __!”
37. Russian mountain chain
39. Lorry in America
40. Capital of Norway
41. Special Administrative 
Region of China
43. Tubular pasta
44. Rock bottom
46. *____ Party, Manifest 
Destiny opponent
47. Norse deity and husband of 
Frigg
48. Shoe hole
50. Audio bounce-back
52. Lt.’s inferior, in the Navy
53. Frequenter
55. ___ de Triomphe
57. *Type of Wild West wagon
61. Metallurgy factory
65. Run off to wed
66. Female sheep
68. “_____ two shoes”
69. RAF member
70. Spring mo.
71. Plural of ostium
72. A chronic drinker, pl.
73. *Billy the Kid’s was less 
than 20 when killing his first
74. Lofty homes
DOWN
1. Bird weapon
2. Angry display
3. Shining armor
4. Fusilli, e.g.
5. Catch in a net
6. Ke$ha’s 2012 hit
7. ___-Wan
8. Artillery burst
9. Beauty or babe
10. Curved molding
11. Blacken
12. Football great ____ 
Graham
15. *Jury did it to Wild Bill 
Hickock after famous gunfight
20. Watery discharge from eyes 
or nose
22. Priestly garb
24. *She often worked in one 
room in Old West
25. *The Wilderness Road trail-
blazer
26. “Take it back!”
27. Found over “n” in Spanish
29. Brightly colored and showy, 
Scottish
31. Rice-like pasta
32. *Sacagawea, e.g.
33. To ___ __ a play
34. *They were often traded
36. Work hard
38. Nonclerical
42. Early Irish alphabet
45. Bemoan
49. Triple ___ loop in skating

51. *______ Trail, spanning 
east-west
54. Swelling
56. Intimate
57. Large edible mushrooms 
with a brown cap
58. Assortment

59. Unit V
60. “Iliad,” e.g.
61. Bone-dry
62. Marines’ toy recipients
63. Prep for publication
64. Swedish shag rugs
67. Tail action

Fun and Games

Last week’s answers

Weather Vane
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“Advertising is the 
life of  trade.”

– Calvin Coolidge

— Invest in your business —

14 W. Main Street • 746-2777 2208 W. Main Street • 746-4433

DATE	HI	 LO	 Precip	
S-7	 49	   24	
M-8	 43	   26	
T-9	 52	   28	
W-10	 55	   32	
T-11	 59	   35	
F-12	 64	   42	
S-13	 60	   32

NOTICE AND ADVERTISEMENT  
PURSUANT TO W.S. § 16-6-116 

(LexisNexis 2014)

To all persons, firms or corporations who have 
any claims for work done for or any materials fur-
nished to: Howard White Construction, P.O. Box 
373, 901 3rd Avenue, Upton, WY 82730

Public Works Project: Kitty Moats Project for 
Osage Improvement and Service District

-project located in Osage, Wyoming.
Notice is hereby  given that the  Osage  

Improvement  and  Service District,  a Wyoming 
special improvement district, has accepted the 
work as substantially   completed according 
to the plans, terms, specifications, contingen-
cies and rules set forth between the Osage 
Improvement and Service District and Howard 
White  Construction  in their contract for the Kitty 
Moats Project.

On the 7th  day of January,  2015, being the 
forty-first day after the first publication  of this 
Notice, the Osage Improvement and  Service  
District  will  pay  to Howard   White Construction, 
the full amount due under said contact; and in 
the event that your claim is not properly filed 
with the Osage Improvement and Service District 
prior  to that date, the same shall be forever 
waived.	 ·

This notice is given by the pursuant to W.S. § 
16-6-116 (LexisNexis 2014), which provides:

§ 16-6-116. Final settlement with and pay-
ment to contractor; required notices.

When any public work is let by contract the 
commission, board or person under whose direc-
tion or supervision the work is being  carried  
on  and  conducted  and upon whose approval 
intermediate and final estimates are paid for 
the construction   of the work, forty (40) days 
before the final estimate is paid, shall cause to  
be published in a newspaper of general circula-
tion,  published  nearest  the  point  at which 
the work is being carried on, once a week for 
three (3) consecutive weeks, and also to  post  
in three  (3) conspicuous  places on the work,  
a  notice setting forth in substance, that the 
commission, board or person has accepted the 
work as completed according to the plans and 
specifications and rules set  forth  in  the con-
tract between the commission, board or person 
and the contractor, and that the  contractor is 
entitled to final settlement therefore. The notice 
shall also set forth that upon the 41st day (and 
the notice shall specify the exact date) after 
the first   publication of the notice the commis-
sion, board or person under whose direction or 
supervision the work has been carried on will 
pay to the contractor the full amount     due under 
the contract. This section does not relieve the  
contractor  and the sureties on his bond from 
any claims for work or labor done or materi-
als or supplies furnished in the execution of the 
contract.

Dated the 27th of November, 2014

Osage Improvement and Service District 
Osage, Wyoming
Joseph R. Wood, Jr., Chairperson
Osage Improvement  and  Service District

(Publish: December 4, 11 and 18, 2014)

Public Notice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

STATE OF WYOMING
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF WESTON
SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Civil Action No. 1573
MIRANDA WATKINS
DECEDENT’S WRONGFUL DEATH
REPRESENTATIVE,
Petitioner.

NOTICE OF ACTION TO APPOINTMENT
WRONGFUL DEATH REPRESENTATIVE

Notice is hereby given pursuant to W.S. 
§1-38-105 that an action to appoint a wrongful 
death representative has been instituted in the 
Sixth Judicial District Court, Weston County, by 
Miranda Watkins for minor child KAK born in 
1996.  Any person claiming to qualify as personal 
representative under W.S. §1-38-104(a) may 
intervene as a matter of right, by notifying the 
Weston County District Court. 

DATED this 10th day of December, 2014.

Bobbi Overfield WSB #6-3631
Messenger and Overfield, P.C.
P.O. Box 111
Thermopolis, WY  82443
(307) 864-5541

(Publish December 18 and 25, 2014 and 
January 1, 2015)

Public Notice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Repair Order issued. Traffic 
stop, Equipment Repair 
Order issued. Message 
delivery requested. Traffic 
stop, DUI arrest.

December 12
Civil problem reported. 

Assault reported. Assault 
reported. VIN inspection 
requested. Traffic stop, 
Citation issued. Traffic 
stop, Written Warning 
issued. Barking dog com-
plaint. Report of a dog at 
large. Traffic stop, Written 
Warning issued. Motorist 

assist. Parking complaint. Traffic stop, Citation 
issued. Report of a dog at large. Traffic stop, 
Verbal Warning issued. Welfare check requested. 
Theft reported. Repot of a dog at large.

December 13
Suspicious activity reported. Noise complaint. 

Suspicious activity reported. Traffic stop, Citation 
issued. 911 hang up. Domestic problem reported. 
Suspicious activity reported. Residential alarm 
reported.

December 7, 2014
Traffic hazard reported. Drunk 

driver reported, one arrest. Traffic stop, 
Citation issued. Welfare check request-
ed. Ministerial assistance requested. 
Assault reported, one arrest. Missing 
dog reported. 911 hang up.

December 8
Traffic stop, Citation issued. Assist 

other agency. Traffic hazard reported. 
Suspicious activity reported. Extra 
patrol requested. Assist other agency. 
911 hang up. Motorist assist. Phone 
fraud reported. Assist other agency. 
Barking dog complaint. Traffic stop, 
Citation issued. Motorist assist. Welfare 
check requested.

December 9
School walk through. 911 hang up. Phone 

scam reported. Suspicious activity reported. 
Ministerial assistance requested. VIN inspection 
requested. Found property reported. Domestic 
reported. Traffic stop, Equipment Repair Order 
issued. 911 hang up. Traffic stop, Written 
Warning issued.

December 10
Suspicious activity reported. Traffic stop, 

Citation issued. Assist other agency. Arrest 
Warrant issued. Traffic stop, Citation issued. 
Arrest Warrant issued.

December 11
Civil problem reported. Civil problem reported. 

Parking complaint. Assist other agency. Drugs 
found. Traffic stop, Written Warning issued. 
Drunk driver reported. Traffic stop, Equipment 
Repair Order issued. Traffic stop, Equipment 

Blotter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

NOTICE OF BUDGET AMENDMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board 
of Weston County Commissioners proposes to 
amend the county budget for the fiscal year 2015 
in the following particulars:

Increase the General Fund portion of the 
budget because of unanticipated revenue for 
the HAABS-HAER survey of Toomey’s Mill, in 
the amount of $9,195.00, the local portion of the 
grant totals $1,895.00, to be taken out of the 
financial administration expenditure account.  

 
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that these mat-

ters will be considered and acted upon by the 
Board of County Commissioners at their meeting 
on January 5, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.

DATED this 5th day of December, 2014.

Board of County Commissioners
Weston County, Wyoming

(Publish December 18, 2014)

Budget Notice .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .



Gillette Full-Service Decorating Service
Phone: 307-686-5110

Fax: 307-686-7791
Toll-free: 877-686-5110

200 W. 2nd St.
Gillette WY 82716

twoguys@2guysdeco.com
2guysdeco.com

Just West of 4-Way Stop at US Hwys 85 & 16

• T-Shirts • Souvenirs • Gifts
• 3 Sizes of Storage Units

1226 Washington 
Newcastle WY

Doell 
Rental

Storage Units in 
several sizes

746-5536
746-5332

248 E. Wentworth
Newcastle WY 82701

746-4334
It feels 
just like 
Grandma’s

Pines Motel

746-2209
or

746-8045

  Clay C. Andersen

 Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Master Plumber & Builder
Construction & Remodels

Plumbing Installations & Repairs

Residential &
Light Commercial

30 Years’ Experience

STARDUST HOMES
Your Local Dealer for Heckaman Homes

Singles and Doublewides built to HUD standards. Modular built to IRC/
UBC code. Same as a Stick Built. Homes now available with attached 
garages! Available for your foundation within 5 weeks of order date!

11 Meadowview Lane • Newcastle • 746-4947 / 941-9998

WHITE CONSTRUCTION
Upton, Wyoming

307-468-2702

Visit us online at
http://whiteconstruction.biz

Residential
Commercial

New and Remodel
Concrete

Culligan 
Water Conditioning

Richard D. Olstad

715 Jensen Hwy., P.O. Box 906
Hot Spring, SD 57747

605-745-3196

746-4279

DBM Storage

923 S. Summit

°  5x10  -  $25.00
°  10x20 - $55.00

Donny/Barb Munger
(307) 941-1010 or 

(307) 941-1570

Cleaning
Unlimited

Your Total Commercial
& ResidentialCleaning Service

• Fire & Water Restoration
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

• 24-Hour Service

746-3296
Colleen Donaldson, Owner

18 — December 18, 2014	 news@newslj.com

Roofing
 Window Installation

Blow-In Insulation
Interior Remodel
Seamless Gutters
Siding, Garages,

Decks, Fences

Matthew Aldrich
Office: (307) 746-3262  Toll Free: (866) 711-9102

All Your Construction Needs

Gun Vault, LLC

Buy
Sell

Trade

Gunsmith on Duty Daily

605-662-SHOT (7468)
500 2nd Ave.

Edgemont, SD

Not FDIC Insured. Not Guaranteed by the Bank. Not Insured
by Any Federal Government Agency. May Go Down in Value. Not a Deposit

Joanna Akers, Agent • Jessica Bettorf, Agent
24 N Sumner  .  307-746-4411  .  www.fsbnewcastle.com

Leave Your Pain In The Grass To Us!

629-0749
Speedylandscaping.com

Affordable
Lawn Care!

Sprinkler Systems Winterization,
Lawn Care, Tree Trimming, 

Handyman Services 

Lou’s Services

If it’s broke
we can fix it

Trailer Repair
Aluminum Welding

Louis Doell, owner

746-5332

David Chick
746-9154

Life Insurance

Long-term Care
Insurance

Health Insurance

How’s Your Nest Egg Doing?

Light & medium duty capabilities

Available 24 hours/day
7 days/week

to meet your needs

Call us when you 
need it,

AND NEED IT NOW!
Mark Stenson-Owner

Office: 746-2120 Cell: 746-5869
mmstenson74@rtconnect.net

CLT
Flooring and Furnishings

Your One Stop Shop for All Your Home Furnishings!
 Furniture • Mattresses • Carpet • Linoleum • Tile

Ceramic Tile • Hardwood Flooring • Karndean Flooring
Window Treatments • Lamps • Artwork

1600 W. Main • Newcastle • 746-3335
Free Estimates • Professional Installation

Jeanette Morris
2880 W. Main Newcastle, WY 82701

Work: 307-746-4475       Fax: 307-746-3613
Toll: 866-328-7960        Cell: 307-629-1482

gmsales@rtconnect.net

39 Years of Certified Sales Experience

Rod Petranek
746-4475 or 866-328-7960
Evening Number 746-9622

Individual & Family
Counseling Services

Licensed in Wyo & So Dak

General services,
specializing in grief 

counseling and
custody matters.

Dr. Jim Simpson
605-484-5294
Evening and weekend 

appointments available in
Custer in Rapid City.

Please call for an appointment

Wesco 
Gas

Locally Owned
Propane Bulk Delivery

Home • Ranch • Oilfield
No Surcharge
Wesco Gas • P.O. Box 760

Newcastle WY 82701

307-746-4405

Quality is never an accident, it is 
the result of high intention, sincere 

effort, intelligent direction and 
skillful execution. It represents the 

wisest of many alternatives.

for all your
construction needs call

JackMaster
Construction

CraigWiggins

746-3521

Locally Owned & Operated by Wayne & Laura Oney

307-746-2672 or 307-941-1661

Double O Metals
Oilfield, Ranch, Business

We Pay Cash
for Scrap Cars!

Anderson 
Enterprises
307-746-4039 or
307-746-8720 cell

andersonenterprises2013@yahoo.com

  From our welding
                 shop to
                    your 
                 specific
                   needs

The 
Handy Man
Appliances, home 
repair and more. 
"You name it, I'll 
fix it". Call Justin 

(307)746-5644.

Storage 
West

3490 W. Main
941-0913
746-5711

12x24 – 10x20
10x10 – 8x12

Do something
special, and on

the inside…

John’s Electric



Card of Thanks
We would like to thank 
each and everyone of 
you for your help, sup-
port, hugs, phone calls, 
cards, plants, dona-
tions, prayers and the 
wonderful dinner at 
Kitty Moats. We great-
ly appreciate everyt-
ing you all have done 
for all of us through this 
difficult time. 

Sincerely,
The Family of 
Joe Wood Sr.

Why Newcastle? Liv-
ing in Newcastle has 
been a wonderful, life 
time experience. The 
breath taking beauty of 
the Black Hills, is awe-
some but it's the people 
who are so kind, lov-
ing, generous, and sup-
porting of each other. 
Through the years, over 
and over again the 
community has come 
together to help each 
other in times of need. 
I would like to thank 
the Anonymous Donor 
that bought my family a 
complete Decker's Deli, 
Thanksgiving Dinner, It 
was delicious! You re-
ally touched our hearts 
and the dinner was 
deeply appreciated. 
That was so thought-
ful of you. So to me 

it's living in Newcastle, 
where simple acts of 
kindness every day are 
what makes this a great 
community and the best 
place to live!

Thank you, 
Anonymous Recipient

Card of Thanks
The Humane Society 
would like to thank 
Roger & Robin Hespe 
for their very generous 
donation in memory of 
their beloved dog Sam!

Help Wanted
Evening cashier, ap-
proximately 60 hrs 
every 2 weeks. Apply 
in person at 4-Way 
Gas N Go. 35-tfn

First State Bank of 
Newcastle is accept-
ing applications for a 
part-time teller. Pick up 
applications at FSB.

Openings for all hours, 
full-time and part-time. 
Please apply in person 
or online at subway.
com. 19-tfn

Hay for Sale
Alfalfa/Grass 2014, 
small squares, $4 each. 
Excellent quality, located 
in Spearfish. Call (605) 
390-4844 or (605) 
722-4418.  49-3tp

Odd Jobs Wanted
Will do yard work, 
snow shoveling, gutter 
cleaning, tree trimming, 
painting, light carpen-
try, etc. Call Leonard 
Lang (307) 746-2999.   
51-3tp

For Rent
House for Rent; 3 bdrm, 
2 bath, with 40'x50' 
garage. $1,500 per 
month, plus utilities. Call 
746-5337.  49-tfn

Mobile homes for rent. 
3 bdrm, 1 bath; and 2 
bdrm, 1 bath. No pets. 
Call 746-5711. 49-tfn

Mobile Homes 
For Sale

14X70, 2 bdrm, newly 
remodeled, $10,500 lo-
cated in Moorcroft. Call 
605-381-5194. 50-tfn

1967 Moblie Home - 
Dakota, free for remov-
el and clean up lot. 
57x14 Mobile Home - 
Lakewood, FREE for re-
movel and clean up lot. 
Contact John L. Ellis at 
307-746-4891 or 307-
746-2538.   50-3tp

Services Offered
Public Fax, Copier and 
Notary Services at the 
News Letter Journal, 
14 West Main.

Self-Help
Weston County 
HELPING HANDS 
F o u nda   t i o n . 
App l i ca t ions  a re 
now available for 
help. Please contact  
Rita Conklin at (307) 
629-0627.

AL-ANON 
(Help for family & 
friends of alcoholics) 
meets every Tuesday 
night at 6:45 p.m. 
Mondell Heights. 

Veterans Outreach 
& Advocacy Program 
(Wyo.Dept. of Health/
BHD). OEF/OIF vet-
e rans  e l ig ib i l i t y,  
(307) 630-3230.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meeting on 
Tues. at 4 p.m. at 
First United Methodist 
Church upstairs. Con-
tact Joyce Brown 746-
3696.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meeting every 
Thurs. morning at the 
Weston County Senior 
Center. Contact Ellen 
Butts, 746-4251.

Weston County 
Sportsmans Club. 
Lady's Firearm Safe-
ty and Self Defense 

Class. FREE, held 
Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. 
Contact Kraig Stuart 
at (307) 746-2822

Safe Ride
SAFE RIDE, Thursdays, Fri-
days and Saturdays only 
from 4 p.m.–2:30 a.m. 
Donations accepted. 
There is an account at 
Pinnacle Bank for do-
nations as well. Call 
629-1682.

2015 Calendars
We are happy to 
order whatever you 
need to get organized. 
Desk calendars, daily, 
weekly and monthly 
planners; several sizes 
to choose from. 2015 
Wyoming Picture 
Calendars are here 
too! News Letter Jour-
nal, 14 West Main, 
Newcastle, 746-2777, 
Monday-Friday, 8:30-
5 p.m.

Wy-Cans
(The Wyoming Press does 
not endorse and has not 
verified the legitimacy of 

these advertisers)

Education
LOOKING FOR A RE-
WARDING CAREER 
THAT PAYS WELL? 
Casper College offers 
Power Plant Technol-
ogy, Process Control 

Technology, and Re-
newable Energy Tech-
nology. Five $1,000 
Chev ron Scho lar -
ships are available 
to students in these 
three areas; deadline 
to apply January 9, 
2015. Call Dick Bur-
nett at 307-268-3066 
today!
 

For Sale
Steel Buildings

WESTERN STAR POST 
FRAME BUILDINGS 
- 24x32x10- $6,763, 
30x40x10 - $8,713, 
36x48x12- $11,842, 
42x56x14- $16,081. 
Complete material 
packages with instruc-
t ions. Experienced 
and insured crews 
available. 1-800-658-
5565.
 

Health/Medical
At tention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 
50 pill special - $99. 
FREE shipping! 100 
percent guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-
293-0214.
 

Health/Medical
SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? De-
nied benefits? We 

can help! WIN or pay 
nothing! Contact Bill 
Gordon & Associates 
at 1-800-908-8709 to 
start your application 
today!
 

Help Wanted
Medical

Seeking state licensed 
NURSING ASSIS -
TANT PROFESSION-
AL (CNA). Will be 
accountable for pro-
viding care to main-
tain residents’ physical 
and emotional well -
being. In return, you 
will enjoy excellent 
training, industry lead-
ing benefits, a pletho-
ra of opportunities to 
learn and grow and 
a SIGN-ON BONUS! 
Come be part of our 
friendly, care-orient-
ed team in Worland, 
WY. Call (307) 347-
4285. Ask for Kristen 
or Carol. EOE. Drug-
free workplace.

Help Wanted
Truck Drivers

EXPERIENCED DRIVER 
OR RECENT GRAD? 
With Swift, you can 
grow to be an award-
winning Class A CDL 
driver. We help you 
achieve Diamond Driv-
er status with the best 
support there is. As a 

Diamond Driver, you 
earn additional pay 
on top of all the com-
petitive incentives we 
offer. The very best, 
choose Swift. Great 
Miles = Great Pay. 
Late-model equipment 
available. Regional 
opportunities, great 
career path, paid va-
cation, excellent bene-
fits. Please call: (866) 
315-5708.
 

Notice:
WHAT’S YOUR GOV-
ERNMENT UP TO? 
Find out for yourself! 
Review public notices 
printed in all of Wy-
oming’s newspapers! 
Visit www.wyopublic-
notices.com  or www.
publicnoticeads.com/
wy.
 
Professional Services

OVER 380,550 WY-
OMING PEOPLE will 
read your classified 
ad if you place it in 
WYCAN. Sell, buy, 
announce. $135 for 
25 words. Contact this 
newspaper for details.

December 18, 2014

HELP WANTED  
 NORTHLAND INDUSTRIAL SPECIALTIES, LLC, a 
global leader in the design, manufacture and support of 
skidded facilities for the energy industries, is seeking the 
right individuals to join our innovative and expanding 
company in Gillette, Wyoming. 
 Current Openings include:
 Shop Welder/Fabricator
 Shop Pipe Welders
 Electricians
 Pump Mechanic
 Field Service Technician  
  Aggressive compensation package (including medi-
cal/dental/life insurance, vacation, and paid holidays)  
dependent upon experience. 
   Valid driver’s license, clean driving record, and pre-
employment drug screening required. 
Equal  opportunity employer and a drug-free workplace. 
   For a complete listing of available jobs, job descrip-
tions and applications visit: www.nisprocess.com. 
   Send resume to jobs@nisprocess.com, or call 307-
682-2063.

Wyoming Pipeline Company has an opening for an Office 
Assistant at our pipeline station south of Newcastle, Wyoming.  
The Office Assistant will be required to compile daily crude 
delivery and inventory reports, input various receipts into our 
corporate system, file and maintain required DOT documents 
and be responsible for the new Work Order implementation 
program.  Good computer skills (Word, Excel & other Microsoft 
applications) is a must. Applications are available at:
  Wyoming Refining Co.  Wyoming Pipeline CO.
  10 Stampede Street  936 Hwy 450
  Newcastle, WY  82701  Newcastle, WY 82701

 Or email:  nholwell@wyref.com

 Office AssistAnt

Wyoming Pipeline Company is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Black Hills Bentonite in Upton, Wy currently has opening 
for Plant Operators and Loader Operators. Applicants 
must be able to pass a pre-employment drug screen. 
Black Hills Bentonite offers a competitive benefit 
package including medical, dental, 401K, 
paid holidays and two weeks paid vacation 
after one year of service. Email jwilliams@
bhbentonite.com, call 307-468-2520 or 
307-629-0854.

Plant & loader oPerators

Approximately 38,000 pints of blood
are used each day in the United States.

Call UBS in Rapid City at 800-834-8525 or
log on to www.unitedbloodservices.org to

make your appointment.

Please donate today!

Your pint is important.

In Weston County $45.50
Out of County $57.00
Seniors (65+) $30.00

Students, In State $27.00
Students, Out of State $33.00
Active Military FREE

Name:______________________________________________

Mailing Address:_____________________________________

City:________________________________________________

State:___________________  Zip:________________________

Email your 
classified ads 
to classifieds@

newslj.com



and as we continue to improve, 
our confidence should increase 
as well,” he predicted.

With the first game out of the 
way, the Lady Dogies looked a 
little better on Saturday as they 
took on the Cody Lady Broncs 
in the first match-up of the day.

Offensively, the squad was 
noticeably looser, getting up 
more shots and putting more 
points on the scoreboard.

By the end of the first half 
they had scored nearly as many 
points as they had in the entire 
game the previous day as they 
headed into the locker room, 
up 20-17.

The second half was also 
solid for the ladies as they 
continued to average about 10 
points per quarter to take their 
first victory of the season with 
a final score of 38-29.

Dawson showed off her ath-
leticism, picking up her first 
double-double of the season, 
leading the team with 13 points 
and 11 rebounds and picking up 
three steals and one block.

Gray was second in scoring 
once again adding seven points 
to her team’s score as well as 
grabbing four steals of her own.

“This wasn’t a perfect game 
by any means, but I do think 
this was as close to a com-
plete game as we had over the 
weekend,” Bartlett explained. 
“We were playing a road game 
a long way from home and 
were coming off of a pretty big 
defeat. The girls showed a lot 
of character playing the way 
they did.” 

“We held Cody to 29 points 
while doing a few different 
things defensively, and we 
took a little better care of the 
basketball.  Overall we did a 
better job of accomplishing 
what we need to in order to be 
successful this season.”

The second game of the 
day, and the third of the tourna-
ment, pitted the Lady Dogies 
against the Lady Wranglers of 
Pinedale.

“The third game in two days 
can be tough sometimes, and it 
certainly was for us,” Bartlett 
admitted. “We simply weren’t 
in the kind of shape we needed 
to be and it showed in this 
game. Our legs were heavy and 
we were moving slow on both 
ends of the floor.”

The fatigue was more 
evident on the defensive end of 
the court in the first quarter as 
the team allowed their opponent 
to outscore them, 12-10.

The squad fell off offen-
sively in the second quarter as 
well and went into half-time 
down, 18-24.

The second half was a dif-
ferent story, however, as the 
ladies found their inside pres-
ence feeding Bailey Karp who, 
though scoreless in the first 
half, picked up six quick points 
early in the third quarter to tie 
the game.

That offensive run gave 
the team a needed confidence 
boost, and they were able to 
hold onto the lead to take the 
win, 46-42.

Karp led a very balanced 
team effort with 12 points, 
seven rebounds, two steals and 
one block. Gray contributed 10 
points, seven rebounds, four 
assists and two steals, while 
Dawson added seven points, 
eight rebounds and one steal.

“This game became a little 
more of a grind than maybe it 
should have been, but that really 
turned out to be a positive for 
us,” Bartlett stated. “We had to 
find a way to scratch and claw 
our way back into a game, and 
got experience playing late in 
a tight game. We didn’t maybe 
play the way we wanted to, but 
there were also a lot of bright 
spots and learning experiences 
to build on.”

With the victory, the squad 
wrapped up the first tournament 
with an early season record of 
two wins and one loss.

Bartlett concluded that 
though the team got off to a 
rocky start on Friday, he was 
pleased overall with the team’s 
performance over the weekend.

“We started to take better 
care of the basketball as the 

games went on, and there were 
times when we really showed 
what we want to do offensively 
and defensively.  We’ve got a 
long way to go, but thankfully 
we have a few months to get 
there,” Bartlett smiled. 

The team will get back to 
practice this week to work on 
some of their weaknesses as 
they prepare for some tough 
games this coming weekend at 
the Stateline Shootout. 

“Sundance is probably 
adjusting a little bit since 
they’ve lost a few seniors, 
including all-state point guard 
Kacie O’Connor,” Bartlett 
explained.  “However, Lead-
Deadwood brings back a ton 
of talent and will be a very for-
midable opponent, and Belle 
Fourche has had our number 
each of the past two years. 
Hopefully we can change that 
trend in Belle on Saturday,” 
he smiled.

The Varsity and JV squads 
will tip off the tournament in 
Sundance at 5:30 on Thursday, 
Dec. 18, and will travel to Belle 
Fourche on Friday and Saturday, 
Dec. 19 and 20 to take on Belle 
Fourche and Lead-Deadwood.

The Stats
Newcastle v. Powell: 26-61
Alyssa Dawson: 4 points, 4 rebounds, 2 
steals
Scottlyn Wiggins: 6 points, 6 rebounds,
Kendra Back: 2 points, 3 rebounds,
Abby Gray: 7 points, 4 points, 3 assists, 
1 steal
Bailey Karp: 1 point, 9 rebounds
Abi Deveraux: 2 points, 1 assist
Rachel Henkle: 1 point, 1 rebound
Kaprina Jones: 2 points, 2 rebounds
Aspen Checketts: 1 point
 
Newcastle v. Cody: 38-29
Alyssa Dawson: 13 points, 11 rebounds, 3 
steals, 1 block
Scottlyn Wiggins: 5 points, 2 rebounds, 
1 steal
Kendra Back: 4 points, 4 rebounds
Abby Gray: 7 points, 4 rebounds, 4 
assists, 4 steals
Bailey Karp: 2 points, 7 rebounds, 3 steals
Abi Devereaux: 7 points, 4 rebounds, 1 
steal
Rachel Henkle: 2 rebounds, 1 steal
Kaprina Jones: 1 rebound, 1 steal
 
Newcastle v. Pinedale: 46-42
Alyssa Dawson: 7 points, 8 rebounds, 1 
assist, 1 steal
Scottlyn Wiggins: 3 points, 5 rebounds, 2 
assists, 2 steals
Kendra Back: 5 points, 8 rebounds, 1 
assist
Abby Gray: 10 points, 7 rebounds, 4 
assists, 2 steals
Bailey Karp: 12 points 7 rebounds, 1 
assist, 2 steals, 1 block
Abi Devereaux: 4 points, 3 rebounds
Rachel Henkle: 3 rebounds
Kaprina Jones: 2 points, 1 rebound
Rachel Ehlers: 1 point
Alyssa Umphlett: 2 points
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department-store hassle,
Trivia Crack because a 

challenge it brings,
These are a few of my 

favorite things.
Mountains and beaches and 

rain while I’m sleeping,
Old dogs and kittens and 

baby chicks peeping,
Great food and great 

friends and family outings,
These are a few of my 

favorite things …
With all of these and more 

in mind, I ultimately went 
with a soft, cozy blanket, 
bracelets, a soft scarf, coffee, 
Smokehouse Almonds, garlic 
salt and a bottle of chardonnay. 
This is perhaps an odd com-

bination, but it is very much a 
reflection of me.

The gift exchange was a 
huge success, with all of my 
friends putting together fab-
ulous gifts of their favorite 
items, and we discovered 
something quite interesting — 
the baskets were pretty similar. 
Turns out we like many of the 
same things, which I guess 
shouldn’t be all that surprising 
given that we are friends who 
spend a lot of time together!

We will definitely be using 
this gift idea again, and if I 
could just figure out how to 
include a tropical beach in my 
basket, I think I’d have the best 
gift ever!

Karp from page 13................................................................................

Ladies from page 13...............................................................................................................................................

Sonja Karp/NLJ

Scottlyn Wiggins takes a Cody Lady Bronc to the basket for an 
old-fashioned 3-point play in the team’s win on Saturday, at the 
East West Challenge tournament in Cody.
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