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A well-bundled Lane Helms casts a mischevious grin at the camera during the first Baptist Church Annual Easter Egg Hunt held last Saturday at 
the Larry Price Memorial Park. (Pam Penfield/NLJ)

Bundled for the big hunt

Alexis Shultz
NLJ Reporter

Earlier this month, the Weston County Fair 
Board voted unanimously to allow the Wyatt Pillen 
Memorial Fun Day to continue during Fair Week, 
but the group determined that a use fee should be 
charged to event organizers after concerns were 
raised over a “non-fair event” being featured for free 
during fair week. 

The concerns were initially raised at the Fair 
Board’s February meeting, when questions were 
raised over the fact that fees had not been charged to 
organizers to use facilities for the non-fair event. An 
additional issue was raised by Fair Board member 
Ellen McKenzie, who announced that she intends to 
bring the Open Class Horse Show back into the Fair 
Week schedule and wanted to utilize the space being 
used for the Fun Day -- which had previously been 

utilized for the Horse Show. 
At the February meeting, McKenzie indicated 

she was willing to host the Open Class Horse Show 
in the indoor arena to leave the outdoor arena for 
other events, but she asserted the belief at the March 
meeting that the equine event should be allowed to 
take place in both venues. 

“The Open Horse Show will be on Saturday 
during Fair Week because it is a fair event. I think 
a fair event should take precendence over a non-fair 
event,” she declared. 

McKenzie originally stated that she would only 
need to utilize indoor arena for the Horse Show, but 
told the board in March that because of the noon 
start time of the horse show she would have to 
request use of the outdoor arena as well for the trail 
class event. She explained that using both arenas 
would allow the event to run more smoothly because 
set-up and tear-down time for the trail event would 

create delays in the schedule in the indoor arena. 
Newly seated Fair Board member Hale Redding 

acknowledged that the Fun Day would conflict with 
McKenzie’s desire to  utilize the outdoor arena for 
the event, but David Kline with Friends of the Fair 
suggested a solution to the issue that would involve 
setting up the trail class in the grassy area by the 
race track. 

“We used to be superintendents for the Horse 
Show, and there’s lots of times that trail class was 
set up back behind…kinda back over where the 
race track is,” proclaimed Kline. He noted that there 
had never been an issue with hosting the event over 
there. 

Kline also spoke favorably of the Wyatt Pillen 
Memorial Fun Day, stating that while he has never 
attended the event, he has never heard a negative 

Hunger’s burn 
makes it hard 
to learn
Schools diligent about 
keeping students fed
Todd Bennington
NLJ Reporter

A recent $2,000 donation to 
WCSD #1 provided by Shopko has 
been put toward a fund utilized by 
the district to assist students with 
outstanding school lunch balances, 
though most students within the dis-
trict in need of meal assistance are 
already served by a program run by 
the USDA. 

“I earmarked that particular 
money for children that either 
fall behind on their lunch charges 
or are simply unable to come up 
with the money at all,” explained 
Superintendent Brad LaCroix, “so 
that nobody goes hungry is my 
belief.”

LaCroix said he recognizes that 
there isn’t general agreement within 
the district regarding the use of the 
supplementary lunch fund but that he 
persists in maintaining it for reasons 
of expediency and practicality.

“I don’t think that it’s fair for 
me to expect a teacher to get a child 
ready to learn when they’re hungry,” 
he elaborated, adding that the use 
of funds from the account is deter-
mined on a case-by-case basis in 
consultation with the relevant school 
principal.

LaCroix further explained that 
the district receives donations that it 
is able to use at its discretion from 
a number of sources, and that the 
money is put toward other necessi-
ties besides food, such as clothing or 
even temporary housing for students 
in some cases. 

Reasons for student need vary, 
according to LaCroix, but is typi-
cally most acutely felt around the 
holidays. 

“I’ve had parents just simply call 

Young voice 
to rep county 
on Cuyahoga 
Todd Bennington
NLJ Reporter

Kristina Mireles, a 2012 grad-
uate of Newcastle High School, was 
selected at the Weston County GOP 
Convention this March as an alter-
nate delegate to the party’s National 
Convention, which will be held in 
Cleveland July 18-21. 

“I will travel and go and I’ll get 
the opportunity to vote if the Crook 
County delegate isn’t present at 
some of the voting matters, but it’s 
likely that I’ll just go and observe 
mostly,” stated Mireles. 

Crook and Weston Counties take 
turns providing the primary del-
egate each election cycle, explained 
Mireles, who is paying her own way 
to Cleveland. 

A 21-year-old first-year 
law student at the University of 
Wyoming, Mireles indicated she is 
enthusiastic about the opportunity to 
be a part of the political process at 
the national level. 

“I really think the people that 
were there (at the county conven-
tion) just realized how much of 
an opportunity this would be for 
me,” she speculated of why she was 
selected. “They were really sup-
portive of that. It helps that it’s [an] 
alternate [position] and they weren’t 
deciding on someone who would 
definitely get to vote.”

Mireles’ parents and grandpar-
ents are also involved with the GOP 

Council challenged 
on light pole 
restrictions
Alexis Shultz
NLJ Reporter

The Newcastle City Council has 
affirmed their decision to limit the 
practice of tying ribbons to the deco-
rative light posts on Main Street to 

raise awareness of specific social 
issues, indicating the belief that the 
displays have lost meaning over time 
and expressing a willingness to help 
at least one group construct displays 
that include more information about 
chosen topics.

FOCUS employees and board 
members expressed confusion at 
the council’s March 7 meeting over 
the city’s policy regarding ribbons 
the group places on light posts in 
downtown Newcastle, and the Streets 

Committee met to discuss the issue 
further following the council’s March 
21 meeting.

The committee reached the con-
sensus that the City of Newcastle 
preferred different awareness 
approaches, and Councilwoman Kara 
Sweet indicated during the discussion 
that she believes informational signs 
are more effective. She noted that the 
ribbons become less effective after 
being displayed on a monthly basis 
because their meaning is not effec-

tively conveyed. 
“Even for me, the one ribbon, 

unless I know what it means, it’s 
useless. I thought the big sign was 
even more effective than one month 
of ribbons because I knew what they 
were trying to promote and make 
people think,” declared Sweet.

After a short discussion, the 
committee determined that multiple 
months of ribbon displays should not 

Todd Bennington
NLJ Reporter

Co-owners Brandi Lunstra and Kayla Knowlton 
were looking to provide more than just steaming 
cups of joe to customers when they opened their 
Wicked Brew Coffee and Eatery on Ash Street 
across from the Upton Community Center on Mar. 
1. 

Instead, the pair told the NLJ it is also an expe-
rience or atmosphere they are seeking to bring.

Lunstra, who has been involved in the coffee 
biz for the past seven years, comes to the new 

venture from the Second Home coffee bar that she 
used to maintain in the back of the Western Bar, 
but from which she sought to expand. 

“It was good,” she said. “I was over there for a 
year, but I wanted something bigger and Kayla was 
looking for something for a career after college.”

In turn, Knowlton recalled that weekend trips 
to Brothers Coffee in Gillette were something 
she’d grown up on and missed when her family 
relocated to Upton. An English Literature major 
in college, she named Night Heron Books and 
Coffeehouse in Laramie as topping her list of 
all-time favorite coffee places at which to peruse 

a good novel. 
“I have a great passion for literature, and 

I loved spending my time in coffee shops and 
having somewhere to go to read and to study ... 
[Brandi and I] would have conversations and talk 
about how great we thought it would be for the 
community to have something like that, a place 
where there’s coffee and food and comfort, a place 
where open-mic nights could happen, or a place 
where you could go to read or to study.”

Lunstra, who grew up mainly in South Dakota 

Fun Day will pay a fee

Wicked Brew 
Coffeehouse culture comes to Upton
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Why

Todd Bennington
Reporter

At one point or another, most of us have undoubtedly expressed 
a desire for one government entity or another (or all of them) to 
be “run more like a business.” There are probably any number of 
reasons to explain the ongoing success Donald Trump has enjoyed 
in his quest to secure the Republican nomination for President, but 
the primary one may very well lie in that oft-repeated phrase.

Trump says plenty of things that draw applause from one side 
while generating alarm from the other, but he continues to appeal 
to voters and will, in all likelihood, be on the ballot in November 
largely because of the pragmatic and hard-nosed statements he 
makes in response to issues that are presented to him.

At the end of the day, we want government to operate with 
some semblance of efficiency, and as voters we tend to support 
candidates whom we believe when they promise they will not shy 
away from making hard choices. Of course, we always assume 
during an election that the negative effects of “hard choices” a can-
didate will make after he or she is elected will be felt primarily by 
others because we tend to consider our own interests to be supe-
rior to those of others— and candidates have grown adept at iden-
tifying the passions and beliefs of the audiences they are facing so 
they can adjust their message accordingly.

As a result, the hard choices candidates promise to make end 
up getting watered down considerably after they’re elected and 
the people who voted for them discover that some of the “hard 
choices” they clamored for are actually going to cost them in some 
way. That’s why campaigning is easy, but governing is hard, and 
we want to commend the Weston County Fair Board for holding 
the line on responsible governance despite the fact that they 
have been challenged on their commitment to adhere to their fee 
schedule at every meeting they’ve held since announcing that new 
rates were going into effect at the beginning of this year.

The desire we all share for government to operate efficiently 
(which requires fiscal responsibility above all else) has produced 
the Trump phenomena. We believe he will follow through on 
promises to make “hard choices” because the celebrity status he 
enjoyed long before the current election began allowed us to see 
the hard-nosed persona he has embraced for a number of years. 
If Trump is elected, it will be interesting to see how genuine that 
persona is, as the task of making hard choices grows considerably 
harder when you are asked to make them for citizens and constitu-
ents— as opposed to making them for stock holders, employees or 
customers.

The Fair Board has passed that test over the course of the past 
three months, and we salute their ability to do so because it cer-
tainly hasn’t been easy. Telling people things they don’t want to 
hear never is, and we hope our nation’s next leader is willing to 
make the type of hard choices that require them to do exactly that.

Few of them are anymore, and it is refreshing to see a local 
group that struggled for so long find strength in adhering to the 
honesty and integrity such an approach demands.

Firm and Fair

Letters to the Editor.........................................................................................................................................................................

Feds use a double standard to 
enforce their regulations

Dear Editor,
It seems that our federal employees have diplo-

matic immunity— or something very close to it.
We have been told that it is a federal offense to 

threaten them, but they can threaten us with impu-
nity. Let’s look at a few basic examples.

Two men in Oregon were heavily fined and 
jailed for burning about 140 acres of grass 
on BLM land— grass they had bought 
and paid for. Federal employees in South 
Dakota scorched over 10,000 acres of 
grass, fences, etc., but had no personal 
liability and the Forest Service says it is 
not responsible for the damages.

At least two men have been charged 
with disturbing stream beds that did 
nothing but improve the streams. The 
feds caused the release of thousands of 
gallons of toxic water into the Colorado 
River— and they are sorry.

In Nevada, feds tried to illegally confiscate hun-
dreds of cattle because they might cause harm to 
the desert tortoise or its habitat, while at a facility 
to grow and protect said tortoise, hundreds were 
euthanized.

A man was shot and killed in Oregon for 
participating in a peaceful protest. Several others 
were arrested and at least one was wounded. This 
was ruled justifiable. Too bad the man who was 
murdered wasn’t black— then we would have heard 
a lot more about this.

Our federal government is broke, both mon-
etarily and regulatorily. Get rid of unneeded federal 
agencies and acts. The ESA and EPA come to mind. 
Get the feds out of our school systems. Have the 
states administer and care for federal lands within 
their borders.

—Jean Harshbarger

Pick up a lapel pin if you’re a 
Vietnam War veteran

Dear Editor,
I’m sure most all have heard of the Vietnam  

Commemorative Wall in Washington D.C.— 
located between the Washington Monument and the 
Lincoln Memorial. The wall was started in 1996 to 
honor our Vietnam War veterans, and is maintained 
and kept up by volunteers.  There is much on the 

internet if you wish to find out more.  
In  conjunction with the desire to thank 

and honor all Vietnam veterans on this 50th 
Anniversary of the War— which was celebrated 
officially on March 29 with special events every-
where— the National Society of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution and Inyan Kara Chapter 
of Newcastle-Gillette, Wyoming wish to assist 
a grateful nation in thanking  and honoring all 
Vietnam veterans— the families of the fallen, the 
wounded, those who have been prisoners of war, 

those who were listed as missing or unac-
counted for, the home front, the agen-
cies, all organizations who served or 
supported the Armed forces and all 
Allies.

We were unable to celebrate with 
an event, but Inyan Kara Chapter 
have lapel pins for all Vietnam 
Veterans who served on active duty  
in the U.S. Armed Forces  from 
November 1, 1955 to May 15, 1975, 
regardless of location. We will be 

presenting lapel pins on Thursday, April 7, 
2016 at the Senior Center just after lunch. 
If you cannot come, please feel free to call 746-

4605 and give me your name, and we will get you a 
pin.

—Maxine Kaul
Inyan Kara Chapter

There is profit in striking fear 
in our hearts

Dear Editor,
Around 100 years ago, H.L. Mencken wrote: 

“The whole aim of practical politics is to keep the 
populace alarmed (and hence clamorous to be led 
to safety) by menacing it with an endless series of 
hobgoblins, all of them imaginary.”

Way before Mencken’s pronouncement, Genghis 
Khan would send messengers ahead to tell the 
villagers that he was coming to destroy them. Be 
afraid. Be very afraid!

They would flee in fright, leaving behind their 
goods and treasures. Thus, he conquered half of 
the world known to him with perhaps only half the 
battles otherwise necessary.

About 85 years ago, Hitler told the German Jews 
that the Russians were coming. Be afraid, be very 
afraid!

Let me take you to safety at Treblinka or 
Auschwitz or Buchenwald on these cattle trains. 

Eleven million did and eleven million died— 
11,000,000!

More or less 60 years ago, U.S. Senator Joe 
McCarthy and his assistant, Richard Nixon, warned 
our population and our Congress that communist 
cells were popping up all over the country (espe-
cially Hollywood) with the intention of spying on 
and then taking over our government. Be afraid. Be 
very afraid!

His House Un-American Activities Committee 
called many to confess or testify.  Many, many 
careers were ruined.

No Communist, or other, cells were found.
In the 60’s, Red China was taking over the 

Orient. Fearful hawks in Washington warned us 
that “they were coming to get us” right through 
Vietnam. Be afraid. Be very Afraid!

On October 16, 1961 Vietnam’s President 
Diem declared that the enemy was waging a 
“real war.”  By November, 1961 the first 16,000 
American “advisors” were on the ground, “in 
country.” You know how that all escalated and then 
eventually ended.

Next was the Great Debacle called “Weapons of 
Mass Destruction.” Be afraid. Be very afraid.

If we don’t get them first, they will get us! Based 
on that lie, we destroyed a country.

And then Sadir al-Bhagdadi took over the 
smoking remains of Iraq and replaced what we 
destroyed with ISIS.

Such a bargain!
What have we learned from all these lessons? 

Apparently, not much.
Nevertheless, hope springs eternal. Maybe an 

amendment to the Constitution: Issue a rifle to the 
president, (Leaders Lead!)

Get in front of the troops then give the 
Command:  Follow Me!

Maybe then we can put our appetite for warfare 
on hold.

But, there is a fly in even this simple oint-
ment—  a hand, palm up.

First in line is what Eisenhower titled, “The 
military industrial complex. The defense contractors 
want to build (at a substantial profit) some fancy 
new (expensive) weapons. The politicians have 
learned that “palm-up” trick. For a few shekels, our 
politician will rig-up  either a war, or the need to 
have that new weapon on the shelf.

War— rearm. War— rearm. War— rearm!
So, there we have it— a perpetual motion 

machine. All we have to do is pay for it.
With blood and treasure.

—Jerry Baird

Newcastle is a small community that 
has that hometown feeling to it. 

People in this community are very gen-
erous when it comes to donating for fund-
raisers, but it eventually comes to a point 
where the fundraising in town gets to be 
too much to handle. Newcastle is a very 
supportive town, but there are times when 
it gets over-fundraised.

There are many different fundraisers 
in town that seem to offer the same thing 
each year, but as much as people complain 
about all of the fundraising hap-
pening, the support for them is 
always evident. 

Off the top of my head I 
can name five different groups 
around town that are doing 
fundraisers at any given time. 
There are always so many fund-
raisers going on that it is some-
times hard to keep them all 
straight. Within the school, the 
sports teams and other activi-
ties— FBLA, FFA, FCCLA, 
etc.— all do fundraisers. 
Multiple ones start in the fall, others start 
in the winter, and yet again in the spring. 
They are not well spread out, so they all 
seem to go on at once.

I believe the fundraisers would work 
better if they went throughout the whole 
year. 

As it turns out, there are only so many 
fundraisers to do, and the fundraisers 
always seem to repeat themselves. As 
an example, this fall the middle school 
student council sold cups. They had a 
great variety of cups, even offering vessels 
with sports logos on them to choose from.

Then this November both the boys and 
girls high school basketball teams sold 
coffee cups to raise money, and people 
were hesitant to buy cups a second time. 

It would not hurt to find some new 
fundraisers to earn money, and coming up 
with some new and different fundraisers 

would make a world of difference. A fresh 
new idea would get the community inter-
ested and willing to donate more money. 

This year, the junior class came up 
with the idea of making yard signs with 
Dogie heads on them, and this was some-
thing that had not been done before. 

People had made yard signs with foot-
balls, basketballs, and volleyballs on them, 
but never just Dogie heads. This effort 
enjoyed a great turnout, and the junior 
class could not make them as fast as 

people wanted them.
New fundraisers are great for 

the community, and this com-
munity is great about coming 
together and helping out when 
help is needed. That is part of 
what makes living here so great. 
The people of Newcastle are 
hardworking people, but they 
work long hours for their money, 
and have bills to pay. Every year 
you will hear people complain 
about how many fundraisers 
are going on, or how much they 

have spent on them, but this does not 
mean that the citizens of Newcastle are 
not donating anymore.

Just look at the Festival of Trees fun-
draiser that Pinnacle Bank puts on every 
year. It has been going on for 13 years, 
and every year it makes more money than 
the last. People will gripe and complain 
all they want, but in the end they always 
ending up donating and helping out the 
community

Newcastle is a close-knit community 
that goes out of its way to help its citi-
zens. In town though, you will hear about 
how there are too many fundraisers, and 
that Newcastle is over fundraised. This is 
not completely wrong because there are 
many fundraisers that happen all at the 
same time, and they are the same ones 
year after year. The people of Newcastle 
always help out, though, no matter what.

Freshen up fundraisers
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Weston County Concert Association
is proud to bring you

Thursday, April 14
7 p.m. at Crouch Auditorium

comment about it.
It is, “a hell of a program we 

have going,” Kline remarked.
McKenzie reluctantly 

agreed to utilize the grassy area 
for the trail class event, but 
maintained that panels would 
most likely need to be set up to 
keep the audience safe and that 
no parking could be allowed in 
that area.

The amount that would 
be charged to the hosts of the 
Wyatt Pillen Memorial Fun 
Day was also discussed, and 
the board was adamant that a 
fee would be required. 

Susie Pillen and Misty 
Harrington were present at the 
meeting to speak in favor of the 
event and discuss their concerns 
over the amount that would be 
charged. 

“Last year we were in the 
hole,” declared Harrington. 

Pillen reported that the 
one-day event cost roughly 
$3,500, but said it attracted 
nearly 600 people to the fair-
grounds, from not only Weston 
County but surrounding com-
munities as well. 

“I don’t doubt the cause. I 
think it is a great event, but as 
a facility we need to maintain 
integrity. We have to charge,” 
declared Fair Board Secretary 
Justin Mills. He acknowledged 
the event is good for the facility 
and the community, but said 
that in order to maintain the 
Weston County Fairgrounds in 
the future a fee would need to 

be established. 
Harrington asserted that the 

organizers of the event could 
not afford a hefty fee, and Mills 
asked if the group could afford 
$300. He calculated the total 
charge for such an event, based 
on the fee schedule, at $450. 
That figure included set up fees, 
however, but Mills indicated 
the set up costs could be waved 
to decrease the total to $300. 

Harrington and Pillen 
argued that in previous years 
the organizers of the event had 
to do a majority of the set up 
and cleaning of the facility, and 
expressed concern that these 
things would not be done this 
year in spite the fee the group 
would now be expected to pay. 

Mills maintained that in 
order for the $150 set up fee 
to be waived, organizers of the 
event would probably still have 
some set up to do. 

“I want to know every-
thing is going to be set up,” 
Harrington demanded.

Fair Board Chairman Zane 
Marty countered that the $300 
fee was strictly for use of the 
arena, which includes the pens, 
tracks and arena, and not set-up 
as that fee would be waived. 
McKenzie mentioned there 
would be a need for Fun Day 
organizers to supply liability 
insurance as well.  

Harrington and Pillen 
insisted that the facility was not 
cleaned or prepped to the level 
that they were told it would 

be in previous years, and they 
were concerned that the issue 
would not improve this year 
even though the group would 
be paying to use the facility. 

“Let me just predict what 
is going to happen here. 
Something is not going to be 
done how you guys want it, and 
you are going to come back and 
want your money back,” Mills 
challenged. 

Harrington said she antici-
pates they will need to do 
some set up particular to their 
event, but insisted that the pen 
cleaning should not be their 
responsibility. 

“That is why we are 
knocking off the $150…
because we know there will be 
some things that may not be 
quite ready,” MIlls countered.

Harrington said she under-
stood, but Pillen said the Fair 
Board receives non-monetary 
compensation from the group 
because for two days prior to 
the event, organizers “work 
their hearts out” to clean the 
area and make sure it is ready 
for the Fun Day. 

At the conclusion of the 
discussion, Redding moved to 
allow the Wyatt Pillen Memorial 
Fun Day to continue on the 
Saturday kicking off fair week, 
and for the event to utilize the 
outdoor arena, track, and Clay 
Ertman Memorial Building for 
a total of $300, and the board 
unanimously approved the 
motion. 

Fun Day from page 1.....................................................................................

A state of Wyoming veterans service officer 
from the Wyoming Veterans Commission 
will conduct community outreach services in 
Wyoming cities throughout April.

Brian Yeager is available to meet with 
veterans and their families to discuss state 
and federal veterans' benefits, Department 
of Veterans Affairs claims, or VA healthcare. 
Yeager can also help veterans and their fami-
lies apply for benefits, file claims or request 
healthcare.

His office is staffed in Gillette, at 551 
Running W. Drive, Suite 100, and he will 

also be available in Newcastle on April 7, 14, 
21 and 28 at the Department of Workforce 
Services, 22922 Hwy. 85, from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

During periods of inclement weather, 
please check with the staff at the outreach 
locations to ensure the veterans service officer 
will be available.

Yeager, a former U.S. Marine, is available 
to meet with veterans and their families from 
Campbell, Crook and Weston counties in 
addition to the scheduled outreach. Contact 
him at 307-687-5396 for more information, or 
to schedule an appointment.

Veterans assistance here

A group of local women 
has taken advantage of the 
existence of a quilt shop in 
Newcastle to pursue their col-
lective passion for sewing 
and other creative hobbies, 
and their talents have recently 
been tapped into to produce a 
little comfort for community 
members in need.

Funky Fiber Artists is 
a group of women from the 
community that get together 
to make quilts, knit, crochet or 
do any other fiber or needle-
work that they like to do. The 
group meets once a month, 
the second Saturday, from 9:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Strawberry 
Patch in downtown Newcastle. 

“Anyone is welcome to join 
us for part of the day or all day 
to work on their favorite proj-
ects, or just stop in to say ‘Hi,’ 
and see what we are doing! 
We are a very informal group 
- no dues, meetings or rules, 
only to have fun and interact 
with a bunch of fun women,” 
Sandra Berge described, indi-
cating that the bunch even gets 
away periodically to immerse 

themselves in the activity that 
brings them together every 
month.

“We do have a retreat at 
Ranch A, once or twice a year, 
for whoever wants to partici-
pate. That is a weekend away to 
just sew to your heart's content. 
We have no officers nor struc-
ture. Everyone just pitches in 
to accomplish whatever we are 
doing,” Berge explained.

She said that just prior to 
the second Saturday of each 
month, Naomi Krogman 
sends out an email to all of 
the women who are listed as 
“members” reminding them 
that sewing Saturday is coming 
up. Berge urged anybody who 
would like to be on the list to 
call Krogman at 746-4178 and 
give her their email address 
and phone number.

She said the existence of 
The Strawberry Patch has been 
instrumental in the group’s 
formation and growth. The 
business, which is located on 
Main Street, is owned and 
operated by Bev Lliteras and 
her daughter, Robbie.

“Bev is gracious enough to 
let us meet in the store on those 
second Saturdays to sew aIl 
day. Also, Bev offers classes in 
quilting, such as making bags 
and different quilt patterns 
from time to time. Schedules 
for the classes are posted in the 
store for your info.

The store is welcoming and 
comprised of beautiful quilting 
fabric, notions and information 
on quilting. She also has many 
gift items for sale and even a 
line of Tastefully Simple food 
items such as dips and des-
serts,” Berge revealed.

When the group decided to 
make quilts that were donated 
to law enforcement to be used 
in their work when contacting 
children in stressful situations, 
Lliteras offered to donate five 
yards of fabric to each quilter 
who wanted to make a quilt.

“That gave us a great 
start, and since January we 
have made almost 20 finished 
quits,” Berge beamed before 
extending an invitation to resi-
dents to stop in and see all the 
fun the group has at the store.

Getting funky with fabric
Sheriff Bryan Colvard and Police Chief Jim Owens were happy to receive the quilts, which 
their officers will use to provide comfort to young children they encounter when responding to 
reports of crime or violence in their homes or elsewhere. (Pam Penfield/NLJ)
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• ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH: Rev. Norm Brotzman, 216 S. 
Seneca, 746-2249. Call to Worship 9:30 am; Children's Church during 
Call to Worship; Faith Rally Sunday 6 pm.

• BAHA’I FAITH: Firesides (Open to All) 1st & 3rd Fridays 7:30 pm 
at 15 Skyview Dr; 746-3626.

• CAMBRIA COMMUNITY CHURCH: Pastor Todd Olson, 19 
Stampede St. 746-2321. Sunday School 9:15 am; Worship 10:30 am; 
Youth (6-12 grades) Sunday Evening 6-7 pm; Wednesday Night Bible 
Study 6 pm.

• CHRIST CHURCH EPISCOPAL: Rev. Sally Boyd, S. Summit & 
Winthrop Streets, 746-9684. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday, Morning Prayer 10 
am; 2nd & 4th Saturday 4 pm, Holy Eucharist. haydishall@hotmail.com

• CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH: 224 West Road, 
West of  Dow Park, 746-2415. Sunday Worship 9 am.

• CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS: 
Bishop Greg James, 120 Ash, 746-4131. Sunday Sacrament Mtg 9 am; 
Sunday School 10:20 am; Relief  Society & Priesthood Mtg 11:15 am.

• CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father Killian Muli, 
19 W. Winthrop, 746-4219. Saturday Mass 5 pm; Weekday Mass 8 am.

• COUNTRY CHURCH: Four Corners, Pastor Bill Haley, 746-9712, 
Worship 10 am.

• FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Pastor Gary Anderson, 903 S. 
Summit, 746-2188. Bible Study 9:15 am; Worship Service 10:30 am; 
Teaching Service 6 pm; Wednesday Service 6:30 pm.

• FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH: Mike Wiles, 301 Delaware, 746-
9663. Sunday School 9:45 am; Worship 10:45 am; Prayer Service 5 pm; 
Eita Nova Youth Group Wedneday 6:30 pm Christian Academy.

• CAMBRIA CHAPEL: Pastors Doug and Frezil Westerlund, Flying 
V, Hwy 85 North, 10:30 a.m. Sunday, 605-440-0202.

• FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Pastor Mark 
Thurman, 23 N. Seneca, 746-4119. Adult Bible Study 8:45 am; 
Traditional Church Services  10 am; 10:15 a.m. Children's Church and 
11:45 am. Contemporary Praise & Worship Service. 

• GATEWAY FELLOWSHIP: Pastor Jon Andersen, Evangelical Free 
Church meets at the Weston County Senior Services; Sunday School 
9:30 am; Worship 11 am. Call 746-8091.

• KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES:  5018 
US Hwy 16, 746-2319 or 746-4517. Tuesday 7 p.m. Congregation 
Bible Study, Theocratic Ministry School and Service Meeting. 
Sunday Public Talk 10 am; Watchtower 11 am.

• NEWCASTLE FOURSQUARE CHURCH: Pastor Mick Bohn, 
1525 S. Summit, 746-3618. Sun. Worship 10 am; Wed. Night Prayer.

• NEW LIFE FELLOWSHIP: Pastor Wayne Wilson, meets at 
Haydis Hall (Next to Christ Episcopal Church), 746-5542. Sunday 
Worship 6 pm.

• OSAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH: 348 Sheridan St. in Osage, 
465-2341. Sunday School 10 am; Worship 11 am and 6 pm.

• SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST: Pastor Gary Force, 78 Old Hwy 
85, Pastoral Assistant Matt Dooley 949-0831 and Joe Story 605-891-
9954. Saturday Sabbath School 9:30 am; Worship 11:00 am.

• ST. ANTHONY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father Killian Muli, 
Upton. Sunday Mass 11:30 a.m.

• VICTORY NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH: Rev. Theodore L. 
Halls, 414 Pine, 746-4366.

• UPTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Rev. Sharee 
Johnson, 834 Pine, Upton, 468-9302.  Worship 9  am; Fellowship 10 
a.m.; Adult Study 10:30 a.m.;  1st & 3rd Wed Evenings Prayer and 
Praise Service 7 pm.

Sharon’s Home 
Health Care
Sharon Kanode, RN

Owner/Director

Treasured
Memories

Hospice &
Palliative Care

Toll Free:
1-800-457-6834

Arrow
Service

"We Deliver"
468-2340, Upton

24 North Sumner
746-4411 or 1-888-788-2892

website: www.fsbnewcastle.com

333 W. Main St., Newcastle
746-2700 or 746-4302

746-2487
P.O. Box 760

Newcastle, WY 

Our Employees Support 
Weston County

923 Grieves Rd. • 746-3517

Farm Bureau Insurance
360 W. Main

746-4471

Salt Creek
Vet Clinic

We take care of your pets
5362 US Hwy 16

746-4995

CLT
Flooring & Furnishings

1600 W. Main
746-3335

JackMaster
Construction

Craig Wiggins 

746-3521
For all your 

construction needs

Friends of Fair Garage Sale
April 2nd, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Youth Exhibit Hall - Fairgrounds.
Donations will be accepted until Friday. April 1.

Drop off at Youth Exhibit Hall from Wed. March 30 
- Fri. April 1st. Spaces may be rented for $10. Call 

Marissa (307) 746-2652 or Stephanie (307) 746-8007 
to reserve a space. If no answer leave a message.

Helping Hands Foundation of Weston County 
would like to thank the Thaler family and everyone who 

donated to the Marion Thaler Memorial Fund.

Hear His Word,
Receive His Grace

Join us Sundays at the Cambria 
Chapel Located at the Flying V

Service begins at 10:30 a.m.
Dress warm as this is an Historic Stone Chapel

Newcastle Lodge No. 13, A.F. & A.M.
Meetings are held the First and Third Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

Visiting Brethren are cordially invited to attend meetings
Brad Troftgruben, Worshipful Master • Glen Gordon, Secretary
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Richard McQuin
Feb. 2, 1957-Mar. 24, 2016

Funeral services for Richard 
(Rick) McQuin will be held 
11:00 a.m., Thursday, March 
31, 2016 at First Assembly of 
God Church with Pastor Brett 
Eliason officiating; interment 
to follow at Mount Pisgah 
Cemetery. Visitation will take 
place 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, March 30, 2016 at 
Gillette Memorial Chapel. 

Richard Lee McQuin was 
born February 2, 1957 in 

Pendleton, Oregon to Gary 
and Mary (Pratt) McQuin. 
The family moved to 
Dubois, WY in 1968 
where Rick attended 
grade school until 
the family moved to 
Newcastle, WY in 
1973, where he gradu-
ated from Newcastle 
High School in 1975. 
He then attended 
Casper College. Rick 
went on to join the National 
Guard in 1974 and he worked 

his way up through the ranks 
until he retired.

Rick married 
Connie Smelser on 
July 15, 1978. They had 
four children; Bryan, 
Barney, Rhonda, 
and Benjamin. They 
then adopted 2 boys; 
Gilbert and Matthew 
in 1998, and adopted a 
girl in 2007; Johanna 
from Nicaragua. 

Rick was Chief Umpire for 
the State of Wyoming Little 

League for many years. He 
was President of Wright Little 
League and was involved in 
local and state Little League for 
several years. 

Rick is survived by 
his parents; Gary and Mary 
McQuin, his wife; Connie, chil-
dren; Barney, Gilbert, Matthew, 
Rhonda and Anna, three sisters; 
Tammy Bryan of Colorado, 
Becky Olson of Cheyenne, WY, 
and Vicky Marlow of Casper, 

Richard 
McQuin

Marshall Joel Behnke
Marshall Joel Behnke was born March 3, 2016 at 9:27 am. He was born in Ft. Collins, CO at Poudre Valley Hospital. He weighed 
7 lbs 3.2 oz. and was 20.5” long.  His parents are Nic and Jessica Behnke and big brother Porter. Grandparents are Gene and Frieda 
Adams and Ron and Julia Behnke.

— See Obituaries, Page 5



WY, along with 10 grandchil-
dren and numerous nieces and 
nephews. He is preceded in 
death by two sons; Benjamin 
McQuin and Bryan McQuin. 

Memorials and condo-
lences may be sent in Rick’s 
name in care of Gillette 
Memorial Chapel 210 West 
5th Street, Gillette, WY 82716. 
Condolences may also be sent 
via internet at www.gilletteme-
morialchapel.com 

Margaret Murray Huber
Jan. 27, 1921-Mar. 28, 2016

We now celebrate the life 
of Ina Margaret Murray Huber. 
She left her earthly ties to be 
with God and her beloved 
husband, Bud, Monday, March 
28, 2016 at Alliance, Nebraska.

She was born to Charles 
and Fern Murray, January 27, 
1921 on a ranch in Clifton, 
Wyoming.  She was the 5th 

of 8 children and was always 
very close with her siblings – 
Kathyrn, Angie, Dorothy, Tom, 
Bob, Bill and Nellie.

She married the love of 
her life, Estell “Bud” Huber 
September 16, 1939 in Harden, 
Montana.  To this 
union 3 children were 
born – Gary, Bunny 
and Chuck,  13 grand-
children added love 
and joy to this beau-
tiful family and 23 
great-grandchildren 
topped it off.

Ina loved camping 
& fishing with her 
husband, Bud.  They and their 
dog “Boo” would load up and 
head for Deerfield Lake when-
ever possible.  She was also 
a devoted Christian and her 
church meant everything to her.

She was totally a family 

person who would drop every-
thing to be there for family.  
Bunny had her on speed dial. 

Ina was an avid gardener 
who loved to plant flowers and 
tend to them.  She spent many 
hours in her flower gardens.

She was truly a 
beautiful person and 
will be greatly missed 
by her children, Chuck 
(Sally) Huber of Casa 
Grande, Arizona, 
Bunny (Mark) Saum 
of Alliance, Nebraska 
and daughter-in-law 
Sharon (Gary) Huber 
of Newcastle. Grand 

children, Shawn (Natalie) 
Miller, Kelly Stark, Tracy 
(Claudia) Stark and Denny 
(Brandy) Stark all of Alliance, 
Nebraska.  Rod Stark of 
Knoxsville, Tennessee, Jenni 
(Jeff) Vogel of Gainesville, 

Florida, James (Rana) Saum 
of Seward, Nebraska, Kevin 
( Jackie) Huber, Casper, 
Wyoming, Teri (Fred) Pikula, 
Gillette, Wyoming, Michelle 
(Kolten) Huber, Queen Creek, 
Arizona, and Ashley (Johnny) 
Pobieglo of Syracuse, Utah;  23 
great-grandchildren, sister-in-
laws Betty Cowles and family, 
Marge Huber and family and 
many more nieces, nephews, 
family and special friends Reta 
and Colleen from her church.

She was proceeded in death 
by her husband, Bud, son Gary, 
granddaughter Andee, grandson 
Kenny, her parents, siblings and 
many other family members 
and friends.

Funeral plans are pending.
Memorials to Highland Park 

Care Center Memory Unit, 
Alliance, Nebraska, or Your 
local Alzheimer Unit.
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Oil Change Special $32.99
5-qt. Conventional Oil Change

FREE Tire Rotation
FREE 27 pt. GM Inspection

Call Tim for an appointment
307-746-4475
www.NewcastleChevy.net

DO YOU NEED ASSISTANCE 
WITH LATE RENT OR UTILITIES?

Do you need assistance with past due 
medical bills, dental work or glasses?

Contact NOWCAP at 307-347-6185 to 
request an application for our CSBG funds 

or access online at NOWCAP.com

Wyoming Sportsmans

Gun Show
Lusk, Wyoming

Friday, April 1st 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 2nd 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, April 3rd 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Niobrara County Fairgrounds

Call 307-760-1841 with any questions

Daily Drink 
Specials
Margarita ~ Monday 
(5 different flavors)

Ladies Night ~ Tuesday 
($1 off ladies drinks, free pool)

Wing ~ Wednesday 
(12 wings & pitcher of beer $15)

Thirsty ~ Thursday 
($1 beer & $1 off Jack Daniels)

Freaky ~ Friday 
(bartenders choice)
Sangria ~ Saturday

Fountain inn
746-2921 • 2 Fountain Plaza

Restaurant Hours: 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. • Closed Sunday
Lounge Hours: 1 p.m.-close Sunday - Saturday

Happy Hour 4 - 6 p.m.

Weekend Special 
buckets of beer 
domestic bottles 
or cans 5 for $11

Wayne B. Erickson DDS
307-746-4600

130 South Seneca
Newcastle, WY45 Years Experience

Let us 
help with 

your 
smile

Now taking new patients

Dr. Erickson… On Call 24/7… 746-8963

Congratulations 
Amelia and 
Seth Stewart 

on the birth of 
your beautiful 

baby girl!

Ina Huber

April 1
Marlene Dixon
Dana Tysdal
Charlotte Doell
Brice Stanton
April 2
Lacie Koester
April 3
Amy Senger
Kaylee Sweet
April 4
Kelly Stith
Porter Behnke
April 5
Danny Decker
Tony Pisciotti
Josie Ahlquist
Loretta Murphy
April 6
Alaina Steveson
Ken & Sharon Dutcher %
April 7
Bob & Peg Hartley %
Henry Haynes
April 9
Joseph McColley
Ashley Malsam
Mabel Hinz
April 10
McKenna Sallee
Nancy Stanton Arp V

Birthdays & 
AnniversariesWhat’s Up

Weston County Meetings & Events Calendar

March 2016
TIME                  EVENT	                                                LOCATION

Thurs

Fri

Fri

Sat

Sat

Sun

Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

31

01

08

02

09

10

03

04

05

06

07

6:30 a.m.	 Wellness Screenings	 Upton School Admin Building
12:00 p.m.	 NACOC General Membership Mtg.	 Pizza Barn
7:00 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 WC Senior Center, Family Room

6:30 a.m.	 Wellness Screenings	 WC Senior Center, Michael’s Room
6:00 p.m.	 FOCUS Board Meeting	 FOCUS Office
7:00 p.m.	 NA Meeting	 Cambria Baptist Church Basement
7:00 p.m.	 Bingo	 VFW Hall

8:00 a.m.	 Friends of Fair Garage Sale	 WC Fairgrounds
7:00 p.m.	 NA Meeting	 Cambria Baptist Church Basement

2:00 p.m.	 Bingo	 Corpus Christi Catholic Church
7:00 p.m.	 Women Only NA Meeting	 Cambria Baptist Church Basement

7:00 p.m.	 City Council	 City Council Chambers
7:00 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 WC Senior Center, Family Room

9:00 a.m.	 WC County Commissioners	 Court House
12:30 p.m.	 Mobile Vets Center	 Family Dollar Parking Lot
7:00 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 Mondell Heights Breakfast Room
7:00 p.m.	 WC Travel Commission	 821 Holly, Upton

12:00 p.m.	 National Walking Day	 NHS Track
12:00 p.m.	 Lions Club	 WC Senior Center
1:00 p.m.	 Creative Handcrafts	 WC Senior Center
5:30 p.m.	 WC Friends of the Fair	 Fair Office

12:00 p.m.	 Chamber Board Meeting	 WC Senior Center
4:00 p.m.	 VFW Auxiliary	 WC Senior Center
7:00 p.m.	 Salt Creek Water District	 District Office
7:00 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 WC Senior Center, Family Room
7:00 p.m.	 WC Museum District	 Red Onion Museum, Upton
7:30 p.m.	 Masons	 Masonic Lodge #13

7:00 p.m.	 NA Meeting	 Cambria Baptist Church Basement
7:00 p.m.	 Bingo	 VFW Hall

4:00 p.m.	 Benefit Auction & Chili Supper	 WC Senior Center
7:00 p.m.	 NA Meeting	 Cambria Baptist Church Basement

2:00 p.m.	 Bingo	 Corpus Christi Catholic Church
7:00 p.m.	 Women Only NA Meeting	 Cambria Baptist Church Basement

Calendar Sponsored by

 Newcastle Area 
Chamber of 
Commerce

April 2016

For a complete listing 
of events, for more 

information on these 
events, or to list your 
own event, visit the 
Chamber website at 

newcastlewyo.com

Obituaries from page 4..............................................................................................................................

Alexis Shultz
NLJ Reporter

Leah Sample Barrett, a 1988 Newcastle 
High School graduate, is returning to her 
home state this summer and taking on the 
position of Student Affairs Vice President 
at Sheridan College. Barrett, who left 
home after graduation, is excited to return 
to her home state and be closer to her 
family than she has in 28 years. 

“This is a new opportunity to be a 
student officer in my home state. The 
proximity to my family is the closest 
it will have been since 1988,” declared 
Barrett in an interview with the News 
Letter Journal. She noted that her children 
Sean, 11, and Finnian, 8, are very excited 
to come to Wyoming. 

Barrett explained that she saw the posi-
tion advertised through a national search 
and a good of friend of hers is the Human 
Relations Director at Sheridan College. A 
phone call with that friend led her to apply 

for the job, which required her to com-
plete an application and interview process 
before she was chosen to take the position. 

“I am very excited to be back in 
Wyoming…I get to show my kids what 
I grew up doing. It is a thrill to me, 
and having them get to do that with my 
mom and dad is pretty special as well,” 
announced Barrett, who is the daughter of 
Ron and Bette Sample of Newcastle. 

Barrett will begin her job at Sheridan 
College on July 6. The position of Student 
Affairs Vice President provides support 
to all enrollment functions, as well as 
student life functions, including resident 
halls and student activities. She explained 
that she has worked in higher education 
since 1992, and her career has taken her 
to Wyoming, Idaho, Arizona, and New 
York. She is currently working at the State 
University of New York at Brockport. 

Barrett graduated from the University 
of Wyoming with an MBA and Bachelors 
in Business, and she also received a doc-

torate from Saint John Fisher College. 
“I am very excited to come to my 

home state and serve in this capacity,” 
exclaimed Barrett, who is looking forward 
to her upcoming move and a future that is 
bringing her back to Wyoming. 

NHS grad is VP at Sheridan College

Leah Barrett

The 2016 Wyoming Choice 
Gas selection period begins 
Friday, April 8, and concludes 
Thursday, April 28, for resi-
dential and commercial natural 
gas customers of SourceGas, 
now Black Hills Energy.

During that time, customers 
will have their annual oppor-
tunity to select from one of 
seven pre-qualified suppliers. 

During the three-week selec-
tion period, suppliers compete 
to provide the natural gas com-
modity to a customer for the 
upcoming Choice Gas period, 
which runs from June 1, 2016, 
through May 31, 2017. 

Black Hills Energy will 
continue to provide the cus-
tomer’s utility distribution and 
billing services, regardless of 

which supplier the customer 
chooses.

Black Hills Energy cus-
tomers in Wyoming should 
receive their selection packets 
on or before April 8. The 
participating natural gas sup-
pliers will provide information 
on various pricing options to 
customers, either directly or 
through advertising.

The Wyoming Choice Gas 
Program, entering its twentieth 
year, has always experienced 
high customer participation. 
For further information on 
the Wyoming Choice Gas 
program, contact Black Hills 
Energy at 877-245-3506 or 
visit the Choice Gas website at 
www.sourcegas.com/choice-
gas/wyoming.

Choice Gas selection period almost here
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OPEN BURNING RESTRICTIONS 
Effective April 1, 2016

Due to the high fire danger that exists throughout Weston County, created by a heavy fuel load and dry 
conditions, which could create situations that over-extend the fire fighting capability of local government the 
Open Burning Restrictions will take effect April 1, 2016.  
 

The discharge of fireworks and all outdoor fires are prohibited in the unincorporated area of Weston 
County except as provided below:
 (i) Trash or refuse fires between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., inside containers provided
  with a spark arrestor and located within a cleared area ten feet in radius and a shovel and fire
  suppression means are present at site, are permitted.
 (ii) Attended campfires contained within an established fire ring, no larger than three feet in radius,
  and located within a cleared area ten feet in radius and a shovel and fire suppression means are
  present at site, are permitted.
 (iii) Charcoal fires within enclosed grills located within a cleared area ten feet in radius and a shovel
  and fire suppression means are present at site, are permitted.
 (iv) Use of acetylene cutting torches or electric arc welders in cleared areas ten feet in radius, and a
  shovel and fire suppression means are present at site, are permitted.
 (v) Propane or open fire branding activities, in cleared areas ten feet in radius, and a shovel and fire
  suppression means are present at site, are permitted.
 (vi) Internal or external combustion engines including chainsaws, ATVs and motorcycles shall have
  approved spark arrestors.
 (vii) The listed exceptions set forth in Wyoming Statue 35-10-204.
 (viii) By a permit granted by the Weston County Commissioners for public display.
 (ix) These restrictions do not include the areas within incorporated cities and towns in Weston County
  or federal and state lands, as these entities may impose more or less restrictive regulations.

Any violation of the Open Burning Restrictions may be in violation of W.S. 35-9-304 punishable by up to 30 days in jail 
and up to a $100.00 fine or both together with possible restitution for the cost of fire suppression and damages to others.  
The County Fire Warden may temporarily lift or re-impose these Open Burning Restrictions. For the latest status on the 
restrictions visit www.facebook.com/westoncountyfire or call 746-2031.  

Newcastle
Swim Clinic

April 16, 2016
7:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Kozisek Aquatic Center

Casper Coach BJ Harris has put on many stroke development clinics in California & Wyoming. 

“The best swimming comes from
the development of stroke technique”

Call 746-9136 to register today! Registration Deadline April 11

drills • starts • turns • kicks

• High School Social Studies Teacher Nick 
Johnson reported on an Advanced Placement 
Psychology class he’s teaching this year, 
stressing that there is a lot of reading involved 
for students. He said he is interested in the 
possibility of teaching AP classes in the 
subject areas of World History or American 
History in the future. Johnson added that 
fundraisers are being conducted for a student 
trip to Washington D.C. he will lead. 
• Four of the five school district trustees will 
attend the annual conference of the National 
School Boards Association in Boston next 
month. 
• High School Track Coach Tim Shay is 
vacating his positon due to having out-of-
area family business to address. Dr. Summer 
Stephens said she has lined up Joe Samuelson 
as his replacement. Stephens said that in 
the future staff may potentially have to be 
assigned to coaching positions due to a lack 
of available coaches. 
• Due to persistent issues with students and 
their use of social media, Dr. Stephens said 
the district will continue to refine its poli-
cies on the matter and maintain its efforts to 
educate about responsible use. 

• Dr. Stephens shared the results of a recent 
custodial audit performed by Bruco, Inc. 
Though the company praised the efforts of 
the district’s janitorial staff, Dr. Stephens 
reported, the audit revealed some areas where 
changes and improvements could be made, 
including training, equipment, and cleaning 
and maintenance schedules. Dr. Stephens 
listed several large items of cleaning equip-
ment that she said need to be purchased 
and mentioned the possibility of moving 
to a chemical-free aqueous ozone system 
that kills germs by means of charged water, 
which is now becoming standard.   
• Debbie Douglas announced that after 21 
years she and her husband will no longer be 
organizing the Inyan Kara National Enduro 
for off-road motorcyclists. She presented the 
district with a plaque in honor of the district’s 
support of the event over the years. Scott 
Gerber, who is one of those slated to take 
over the event’s organization, reported that it 
will be held June 26 this year. 
• High School Senior and aspiring valedic-
torian Kalynn Collins read a prepared state-
ment criticizing the board’s recent decision to 
enforce a policy requiring the valedictorian 
to have been a student in the district for the 
two semesters prior to their graduation and 
basing GPA on core classes only. Collins said 
the senior class had not been informed of the 
policy until Feb. 19 and noted the policy has 
not been closely followed historically. She 
said the policy punishes students based on 
when and where their parents choose to move 
and asked that it be revised or rescinded. 
Chair Gene Knapp said the board will further 
review the policy and provide a decision 
accordingly. It was later determined that the 
matter would be discussed as one of the items 
at an upcoming workshop meeting.  
• Dr. Stephens reported that the possibility 
of hiring for four positions for the 2016-17 
school year had come out of brainstorming 
sessions among administrators. These posi-
tions are an instructional facilitator to replace 
retiring Randy Ludeman, a full-time K-12 
counselor, an additional mental health thera-
pist, and an elementary classroom teacher. 
• It was reported by Dr. Stephens that she has 
spoken with the Wyoming School Boards 
Association and the WSBA has agreed to 
provide assistance with the development of a 
leadership governance plan for the district at 
the discounted rate of $5,000 over a total of 
three days spread across May and June.

Upton School Notes
Discussion items at the Mar. 9 meeting of the Weston County School District #7 Board of 

Trustees included the following:

Todd Bennington
NLJ Reporter

WCSD #7 Superintendent 
Dr. Summer Stephens 
approached the board of 
trustees at their Mar. 9 meeting 
about the possibility of the dis-
trict offering up to three distinct 
health insurance plans. 

Stephens explained the 
impetus behind the proposal is 
a desire to provide employees 
with options beyond the one 
plan currently available and 
also to meet the requirements 
of the Affordable Care Act, 
which mandates that the dis-
trict provide at least one plan 
option with annual premiums 
that total less than 9.5 percent 
of employee income. 

“We have a number of 
employees that it’s more than 
9.5 percent of their income,” 
Stephens said of the current 
Blue Cross Blue Shield plan. 

She described the current 
plan as having a $1,500 deduct-
ible for a single person and 
$3,000 deductible for a family, 
with a $45 copay. 

Stephens explained the dis-

trict is able to provide up to 
three options, and is consid-
ering the addition of a $2,500 
deductible plan ($5,000 for 
family) with $50 co-pay, as 
well as two other options she 
described as high deductible. 

This year the district is 
benefitting from a zero percent 
increase in the cost of offering 
its current insurance plan, but 
last year absorbed a 13 percent 
increase. 

Stephens presented the 
board with a couple of different 
scenarios in terms of plan offer-
ings, with the total estimated 
cost to the district ranging 
from $679,740 to $697,908, a 
roughly $18,000 spread. 

The district’s goal, according 
to Stephens, is to keep costs 
manageable for both the district 
and employees while offering 
choices and providing at least 
one option that meets the 9.5 
percent mandate. 

“We have to offer another 
plan. They don’t have to take 
the plan. That’s their business. 
But we have to offer some-
thing that’s affordable,” she 
explained, adding that the dis-

trict could potentially face a 
monetary penalty in the future 
if it fails to meet the Affordable 
Care Act mandate. 

Statewide, school districts 
tend to offer a variety of dif-
ferent combinations of plans, 
Stephens observed, noting 
also that high-deductible plans 
might be enticing to certain 
employees, such as those in 
general good health. 

Vice Chair Lori Olson spoke 
in favor of offering options to 
employees. She said that based 
on her experience high-deduct-
ible plans, which typically 
feature lower premiums, can 
actually save families money 
depending on their particular 
healthcare needs. 

There was some confusion 
and debate among the board 
about how health reimburse-
ment and health savings 
accounts might factor into the 
possible change in offered 
health insurance plans. 

No action on the matter was 
taken, though it will apparently 
be a topic of discussion at a 
board work session scheduled 
for Mar. 30. 

Upton schools look 
at insurance options

Iron -- it’s in your blood. In your hemoglobin, 
to be exact. Hemoglobin carries oxygen to your 
body tissues and gives blood its red color. Not 
having enough hemoglobin can mean that you 
can’t donate blood.

United Blood Services is hoping residents 
who plan to donate blood in April will take steps 
to make sure that won’t be a problem. There will 
be a blood drive in Upton on Wednesday, April 
20 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Wrestling Room 
at the school.

Fortunately, low hemoglobin (or iron-defi-
ciency) is most often temporary. It is developed 
when too little iron is absorbed from food to 
replace iron lost from the body due to heavy men-
strual flow, gastrointestinal disease, or surgery. 
It can also be caused by eating or drinking the 

wrong combination of foods, beverages, or min-
erals- for example, the calcium in milk and other 
dairy products can block iron absorption, so it’s 
better to drink a glass of orange juice with that 
hamburger, and have your milk a few hours later.

So when you plan to donate at your next area 
blood drive make sure you have plenty of iron in 
your system. 

Eating foods high in iron, like meat, fish, 
poultry, green leafy vegetables, peas, beans, 
whole grain bread, and even milk chocolate, will 
help you maintain a healthy level of iron.

People who want more information about 
the Upton blood drive are encouraged to contact 
Alan Swenson at aswenson@weston7.org or to 
go to www.bloodhero.com and enter the code 
“upton.”

Low iron impacts 
blood donations 

Nick Johnson
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Propane Delivered

Call Mike Smith at (307) 949-0765

95¢
Gallon

2206 W. Main Street

Open 5am-9pm Monday-Saturday • 6am-9pm Sunday

The Short Stop

Pay Cash and Get 12 ¢ Off per gallon on Sundays
Everyday Cash Price 6¢ off per gallon

Test your 
luck at The 
Short Stop. 

WyoLotto 
is here now!

The Weston County Commissioners are accepting 
applications for an open board member for the Weston 

County Planning Board.  The position is a three-year term 
will expire in January 2018.  The position will be opened 

until filled.  Those wishing to apply may send an application 
to the Weston County Clerk, 1 West Main, Newcastle, WY  

82701, Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Or email to wcclerk@rtconnect.net.

Weston County Board of Commissioners

Please wear comfortable 
athletic shoes. 

No wheels on track 
(strollers, wheelchairs, etc.)

Lace Up & Go
Wednesday, 
April 6, 2016
Noon - 1pm
NHS Track

Shop online at 
DoItBest.com!

Orders shipped to our store
for FREE every week!

This ad sponsored by

Now Open 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Monday - Saturday

The Howdy Drive-In
834 S. Summit • 746-2176
Mon - Sat 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Best Burgers in Town

  since 1954

Come try our sweet potato fries
at the county level, and Mireles said she 
was keen to get involved herself as soon 
as she could. 

“It’s actually how I celebrated my 18th 
birthday,” she said. “I went to the court-
house to register as a Republican … I was 
very excited about it.”

Despite that background, Mireles said 
her political views developed largely inde-
pendently, that the GOP’s stance on fiscal 
and foreign policy issues, in particular, 
resonate with her, and that the party is the 
best fit for her politically. 

“I think growing up in a Republican 
state definitely has a big impact on that,” 
she elaborated. “But also, just as I have 
grown and lived on my own, I think that 
fiscal conservatism really makes sense to 
me. Why should we spend money when 
we don’t have to, especially when we don’t 
have it?”

“Lots of people who identify with the 
Republican Party tend to believe that if 
I put in my hard work, I deserve what 
comes out of that,” she continued of why 
she thinks the Democratic Party has lost 
traction in the state. “We really want to see 
our hard work is for ourselves and for our 
family, and the good will that comes out 
of that hard work is given from our own 
hearts and not demanded by the govern-

ment.”
As for how Wyoming Republicans 

might be distinct from the party nation-
ally, Mireles cited what she said is a more 
definite emphasis on the interests of the 
“smaller players in the economy,” such as 
ranchers, farmers, and small businesses. 

As a young adult with a strong interest 
in politics, Mireles insisted she isn’t actu-
ally a rarity.

“I think we live in an age where it’s very 
easy to get information and develop an 
opinion that is not simply an opinion [but] 
is pretty well-informed,” she reasoned …  I 
think that young people, especially people 
my age who are in college and who have 
lots or debt, or who are looking to go into 
an economy where there’s not lots of jobs 
available for them, they are getting really 
involved in the political scene, because it’s 
a way for them to change their future and 
to take a hold of it …” 

In terms of her own future career, 
Mireles said that she hopes to specialize 
in criminal law and intends to stay in 
Wyoming or at least the Rocky Mountain 
region following graduation. But despite 
her interest in law and undergrad studies 
in the politically relevant fields of 
Communications and Marketing, Mireles 
isn’t sure she’s ready to embark upon a 

political career just yet. 
“It’s definitely something I’ve thought 

about,” she reflected. “I don’t know if I’ll 
be a politician myself, but I’ll definitely be 
involved in politics.”

Support for a particular candidate was 
not declared at the Weston County GOP 
Convention, and Mireles, too, is with-
holding voicing her personal endorsement 
for the time being.

“They’re really pretty contested as it 
stands, and there is a very real possibility 
that we might go to a brokered conven-
tion,” she predicted. “I think at this point 
we need to vote strategically, and not 
only on who has strong policy for the 
Republican platform, but also someone 
who will stand and be a good contestant 
against the Democratic candidate, who is 
likely to be Hillary Clinton at this point.” 

Mireles, who will also attend the State 
Convention April 14-16 in Casper along 
with nine other delegates from the county, 
said that people within the community 
have always shown support and interest in 
her endeavors.

“I guess it’s really important to say 
that I’m really thankful that I come from a 
community that’s willing to put someone 
so young in such a position,” she con-
cluded.

GOP from page 1...............................................................................................................................................................

Todd Bennington
NLJ Reporter

About seven miles or so up 
the graveled length of Upton 
Fairview Road, the father and 
son team of Scott and Lamar 
Beachler can be found most 
days indulging their shared 
interest in automotive repair, as 
they poke about under the hoods 
in their truck-filled garage.

Originally from Indiana, the 
Beachler family spent about 
11 years in Wisconsin before 
moving to Wyoming, where 
they’ve now been for about 
eight-and-a-half years, initially 
moving to the area to work in 
ranch management, Scott, the 
elder Beachler, recalled. 

Car repair isn’t anything 
new to the family, however, 
as Scott said he previously 
ran NAPA stores in Indiana 
and Wisconsin, which his son, 
Lamar, had the chance to grow 
up around. 

Though Lamar has himself 
been in business for about five 
years, operating in a part-time 

capacity as Wyoming Dirty 
Diesels, things are currently 
in a transitional phase. Their 
doors are now open full time, 
and they will be doing business 
from now on primarily as SCB 
Sales and Service, with Lamar 
and his diesel performance spe-
cialty business functioning in 
an advisory or consultant role.

SCB will take on most 
forms of work, the pair said, 
both gas and diesel vehicles, as 
well as small engines, such as 
four-wheelers and motorcycles, 
and also trailers. 

“What we tell people is if 
it’s not wood working, we’ll 
pretty much be able to do it,” 
joked Lamar.

In addition to work on 
diesels, Lamar stated he also 
does a fair bit of metal fabrica-
tion, such as building bumpers. 

As for his particular fascina-
tion with diesel engines, Lamar 
explained that “you can make 
an immense amount of power 
out of them so easily. With gas, 
you’ve got to spend a bunch of 
money.”

Lamar also cited good fuel 
mileage and the popularity of 
diesel trucks in the area for 
those engaged in ranch work 
or those who just need to pull 
heavy trailers. 

In turn, his father Scott’s 
passion runs more toward the 
technological side of things. 

“My specialty in the past 
has been automotive computer 
diagnostics,” Scott explained. 
“I just enjoy that, and I think 
it’s where a lot of other shops 
may have a challenge … That’s 
something you have to have 
a passion for to be good at. 
You have to be willing to dig. 
And you have to be willing to 
spend some time that you can’t 
necessarily bill for. We want the 
vehicle to be right and running 
when it leaves here.”

The elder Beachler said he 
doesn’t get too awfully nos-
talgic for the old days when 
cars had carburetors rather than 
computers, describing work on 
older cars as a niche market that 
doesn’t constitute the majority 
of work available. 

While dealers, Scott went 
on to say, are able to maintain 
the latest and greatest computer 
diagnostic equipment on hand, 
from personal experience he 
knows that doing so can prove 
a challenge for private shops. 

For those unable to keep 
up, there’s less and less that 
can be done beyond very basic 
work, according to Scott, and 
the pair said they believe the 
point has already been passed 
where it’s no longer productive 
for the average person to do 
any serious work on their own 

vehicle.
“A lot of times it ends up 

costing them,” reasoned Scott. 
“If they would take it to a 
professional in the first place, 
it may save them some money. 
Because you can throw a lot 
of stuff at [a vehicle] and be 
completely off, and then we 
have to start over to diagnose 
it anyhow. So sometimes it’s 
just better if you take it to the 
people who have the equip-
ment.”

The same goes for them-
selves, the pair indicated. They 
said they’re completely against 
the notion of guessing at a 
potential fix by throwing parts 
at a vehicle and will gladly 
refer customers elsewhere in 
those cases where they feel 
they’re unqualified to perform 
work. 

“If there’s something in 
there that’s over our head, 
we’re not going to mess up 
your vehicle trying to fix it,” 
stated Scott. 

Work is billed according to 
industry standard time manuals, 
they stated, unless it’s specialty 
work, in which case they have 
to bill for actual time and mate-
rials. 

“Wherever there’s a book 
time, that’s what we use,” said 
Scott. “That makes it fair to 
every customer.”

The Beachlers state that 
they are eager to be given a 
shot at diagnosing and repairing 
your vehicle or small engine, 
and are willing to do service 
calls if necessary. SCB Sales 
and Service can be reached at 
746-5610 and 949-0216. 

Auto repair a family 
affair for Beachlers

With special interests in diesel performance and computer diagnostics, Lamar Beachler (foreground) and his father, Scott, say 
they are ready to take on most gas, diesel and small engine repairs. (Todd Bennington/NLJ)

newslj.com
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Movin’ Right Along
Construction crews 
will be finishing the 
dirt work in the next 
few weeks. Watch 

for closures.

The best way for patients 
and visitors to come to the 
facility is to take Boyd Ave 

to Taft St. to the back of the 
building. Watch for signs.

Quality Care,
    Right Here

Weston County Health Services

Specialty Clinics
April 2016 Schedule

Orthopedics: Dr. Eckrich ................................................................................ April 1, 15, 29
To schedule appointments call 800-446-9556

Echo:..........................................................................................................................  April 6, 20
Patient's Personal Physician must schedule

Usually 1st & 3rd Wednesday of month

Heart Doctors: Dr. D'Urso ....................................................................................... April 12
 Dr. Alex Schabauer .............................................................................. None

To schedule appt. call 800-432-7822

Oncology/Hematology: Dr. Keith Mills .................................................................. April 21
To schedule appointments call 307-688-1900

VA Mental Health: (2nd Friday of Month)  ....................................................................  April 8
VA Clinic: ..................................................................................................................April 4, 18

ENT Clinic: Dr. Schleiffarth........................................................................................  April 25
To schedule appointments call 605-342-3280

MRI: Not coming until further notice due to construction at hospital. Call WCHS Radiology Dept.  
Speech Therapy: (Every Monday & Thursday, except holidays)  ..........................................  4-6 pm      
Upton Lab Draws: (1st Wednesday, except holidays) .......................................................... April 6
Wellness Wednesday:  ....................................................................................................  April 13, 27

2nd & 4th Wed., ER/OP Entrance, No appointment necessary 6:30-8:30am

Home Health/Lifeline: 746-3553
For more info call - 746-4491
1124 Washington Blvd. Newcastle, WY

The person chosen for this month’s Good Citizen 
meets all the criteria to hold this honor. This person 
is honest, helpful, and kind to others. This person 
is also an excellent student. This month’s Good 
Citizen is a good friend to all of her classmates. She 
always has an encouraging word or something nice 
to say. She is trustworthy and can be depended on 
to accomplish the task at hand. This young lady is 
willing to help out in the classroom. She does the little 
things without even being asked. She is also helpful 
at home. She can be depended on to help with the 
cooking, cleaning, and even caring for her younger 
siblings. As mentioned before, our Good Citizen 
is a dedicated student. She takes her school work 
seriously, and works hard to earn superior grades. 
The qualities possessed by this young lady will help 
her to accomplish whatever she chooses to do in life. 
Congratulations, Chloe White, for our 5th grade Good 
Citizen Award!

 Chloe White - 5th Grade, Mrs. Ostenson

Proud to promote Good Citizenship
in the youth of Weston County

Sign up for
property updates

at
www.eRanches.com

505 W. Main • Newcastle, WY

and say, ‘Hey, this happened in the family. Is 
there any way we could get a little help and we’ll 
pay you back?’ Again, our number one goal is 
just to take care of our children, whether they’re 
K-12,” stated LaCroix.

Typically, students within the district in need 
of assistance in paying for meals are able to 
receive free or reduced-price meals through 
the National School Lunch Program, a federal 
program administered by the state which allows 
for such free or discounted rates dependent on 
family income.

District Business Manager Deb Sylte 
explained that the district is reimbursed at dif-
ferent rates for the free, reduced, and full-price 
meals it provides.

For lunch at all three schools, according to 
figures she provided, the district receives $3.07 
for each free meal, $2.67 for those at the reduced 
rate, and $0.29 for those students paying the 
full amount. Reimbursement rates for breakfast 
are somewhat lower, and the district receives 
an additional six cents per meal for following 
federal nutrition guidelines, Sylte further noted. 

Aside from the reimbursements, the money 
directly collected from students paying full price 
helps to maintain the program in combination 
with money from the district’s general fund. 

Sylte reported that $70,000 has been bud-
geted this fiscal year out of the general fund, and 
annual supplementation from the general fund 
has ranged between $50,000 and $70,000 within 
recent memory. 

Also noted by Sylte, is that the account to 
which the Shopko money has been dedicated 
tends to be utilized for those students not partici-
pating in free or reduced-price meals. 

“If parents fill out the free and reduced 
[program application] and qualify, then they 
don’t need a lot of help. I don’t see that side 
of it, but what I think it’s used for is maybe 
someone who falls between. They don’t qualify, 
but maybe they have some things happen in their 
life …,” she speculated, citing medical bills as 
one possible example.

Sylte continued, observing that there’s a 
balance to be struck between serving the interests 
of students and maintaining the integrity of the 
system. She indicated she hopes that people 
won’t seek to abuse the district’s good will, even 
though she said she shares the superintendent’s 
concern that all students are properly fed. 

“I always have a different viewpoint than 
people that are in the trenches because I’m over 
here worried about a budget and the money,” she 
acknowledged. 

Denise Anderson, who handles much of 
the financials surrounding the food program 
for the district, explained that applications for 
the National School Lunch Program’s free and 
reduced rates are sent home with students at 
the beginning of the year and are available year 
round from the district. 

The district is required to do a random audit 
on three percent of participants, she said, and 
those unable to produce evidence that they meet 
income guidelines have to go back to paying for 
full-price meals. 

Anderson suggested that sometimes being 
audited works in the favor of applicants, because 
they’ve signed up at the reduced level but find 
out their child actually qualifies for free meals. 

Sylte added that while district officials do 
their best to encourage those who qualify to 
sign up, they can’t force people to do so. Some 
parents who might qualify also decline out of a 
strongly held sense of personal pride or indepen-
dence, she also acknowledged. 

District Food Service Director Sue Kettley 
said that it’s in the district’s interest to get those 
who qualify for the National School Lunch 
Program’s free or reduced-rate meals to sign up 
because of the reimbursements available, and 
that’s the approach she favors. The more money 
reimbursed to the program means the less the 
district has to supplement from its own general 
fund to make the lunch program viable, she 
reasoned. 

As for those students whose families may 
only be on the edge of qualifying, Kettley said 
the district does have some flexibility.  

“We can step in as a district and qualify them 
if we know that there’s a hardship case, and I 
believe it has been done at the elementary,” she 
recalled, adding that such a move is dependent 
on the parents’ willingness to work with the 
district and make school officials aware of their 
need.  

As for how student lunch accounts are 
tracked, a fingerprint reader system is in place at 
the middle and high schools, Kettley confirmed, 
though such a system does not work for elemen-
tary students due to issues of fingerprint quality. 

The lunch participation rate at the high school 
is about 37 percent, she reported, characterizing 
that number as very good in comparison to 
similar schools, especially since the high school 
maintains an open campus environment. 

“I’d love to have more but I don’t think it’s 
the food or quality of food,” she stated. “We 
serve anywhere between 70 and 80 high school 
students a day. Usually 40 of those are full-pay 
students … They want to eat there.”

Lunch participation at the elementary and 
middle schools is lower at about 20 percent, she 
said, with the preponderance of students bringing 
lunch from home. Kettley mentioned what she 
sees as the tendency of some middle schoolers 
to insist on eating lunches that are perhaps not as 
nutritionally balanced as they could be. 

In addition to the federal reimbursements 
mentioned by Sylte, Kettley also stated that 
additional reimbursement funds are available on 
a per-meal-provided basis, which are in turn put 
back toward the district’s wholesale purchase of 
food. 

“We also get this entitlement program which 
gives you so many pennies [per meal served] 
toward food purchase,” she explained. “We pay 
the shipping on it or we pay the processing. Say, if 
we want chicken that the USDA has bought, and 
we want a chicken nugget instead of the whole 
chicken, then we have to pay that processing. It 
saves the district quite a bit of money, but it also 
gives us a product that is totally compliant (in 
terms of federal health guidelines).”

Lunch from page 1................................................................................................

Abby Gray
NLJ Student Reporter

On March 7 and 8, young 
scientists made their way down 
to Laramie to strut their stuff 
with hopes of bringing home 
a first place prize at the State 
Science Fair, and the students 
were more than satisfied with 
their results, with many of them 
enjoying a considerable amount 
of success.

Both the high school and 
middle school had a great 
showing, with the high school 
bringing 14 students to repre-
sent Newcastle, and the middle 
school chipping in with 12 
more. 

“My students were Chloe 
Smith, Shelby Stith, Markie 
Whitney, Lauren Lacey, Owen 
Cox, Jacob Elliott, Carolina 
Anderson, Hailey Wehri, 
Alaina Laurence, Sierra 
Checketts, Kale Corley, and 
Slade Roberson,” middle 
school science teacher Jody 
McCormack noted, indicating 
that the middle school brought 
a very diverse group of kids 
and projects, with students rep-
resenting all three grades in the 
school.

The high school students 
proved to have the same level 
of interest as their younger 
counterparts, as there was also 
at least one student from each 
class representing the Dogies 
at the fair. 

“We had Talon Logan, Flint 
Hossfeld, Zachary Benshoof, 
Aaron Fullerton, Logan Hejduk, 
Kaden Curren, Betty Terry, 
Shaylee Curren, Laura Chord, 
Megan Kenney, Megan Logan, 
Emily Sandoval, Courtney 
Rainbolt, and Bailey Lacey; so 
we had a pretty good group 
of kids there competing,” high 

school science educator Zach 
Beam professed. 

A majority of the students 
who went to compete found 
some measure of success, with 
a few standouts bringing home 
multiple awards. 

“Hailey Wehri won first 
place in her category, computer 
and math sciences, and she also 
won two special awards. Chloe 
Smith won third place in her 
category, biomedical sciences. 
She also received word that she 
has been nominated to attend 
the Broadcom MASTERS, 
which is the national compe-
tition and only about seven 
students throughout the whole 
state in the junior division 
were nominated,” McCormack 
nodded. 

Although she had a couple 
students see a great deal of 
success at the state level, she 
admitted she expected even 
more students to enjoy the 
feeling of bringing home hard-
ware from Laramie, and was 
disappointed it couldn’t happen 
for all of them. 

“I did expect to have more 
students place at the state level 
after we did so well at the 
regional competition, so I was 
a bit disappointed. One factor 
might have been that at the state 
level they did not always give 
first, second and third place 
awards in every category, and 
I’m not really sure why they 
didn't,” she confessed. 

Although the middle school 
students did not have as many 
award winners as everyone had 
hoped, the students in the high 
school competed exceptionally 
well at State, and many brought 
home awards. 

“Zachary Benshoof, Emily 
Sandoval, Flint Hossfeld, Logan 
Hejduk, Laura Chord, and 

Bailey Lacey were all special 
award winners. Megan Logan 
won second place in the chem-
istry category, and Courtney 
Rainbolt received first place 
in the same category. Bailey 
Lacey earned third place in 
her category, which was Earth 
and Environmental Sciences. 
Logan Hejduk won third place 
in physics, and Emily Sandoval 
placed second in Robotics/
Computer/Mathematical sci-
ences. All of the students who 
participated worked hard and 
were complimented several 
times on their politeness and 
behavior,” Beam smiled. 

The experience proves to 
be a great one each year, and 
the science teachers throughout 
the district are pleased with the 
number of students who are 
taking advantage of the oppor-
tunities offered by the competi-
tion. 

“The experience as a whole 
is positive for every participant 
because they get a chance to 
communicate their scientific 
learning numerous times. Once 
students attend, I have found 
that they are highly motivated 
to go again the following 
year, hoping to do better. In 
2014, I think only three middle 
schoolers won at Regionals 
and were able to attend State. 
This year, 19 of our 28 NMS 
students won at Regionals, 
and 14 of those were eligible 
to compete at the state level,” 
McCormack professed. 

All of the students who par-
ticipated in the event learned 
valuable lessons that will travel 
with them as they move forward 
in science, and some students 
will even have the opportunity 
to expand upon their project in 
years to come— perhaps even 
in national events.

Young scientists 
make strong showing
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800-979-3711

Community
Wellness Screening Event

March 31
Nelson Admin. Bldg.
6:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

April 1 & 2
Newcastle Senior Center

6:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

http://WhF.to

$35 • Blood Chemistry Panel - Full 32 level screening for bone and electrolyte levels along with heart 
and kidney functions and liver and lipid functions with cholesterol, protein, iron, glucose, and thyroid 
levels. (TSH) Recommend fasting, unless Diabetic.
$20 • Hemogram (CBC) - A complete blood count of red and white blood cells and platelets. Also, 
screens for Anemia and Leukemia and other disorders that affect the cells in your blood.
$30 • PSA for Men - Screening for Prostate Cancer in men over age 50. However, if there is a family 
history of Prostate Cancer, it is recommended at age 40.
$40 • Vitamin D, 25 Hydroxy - Provides an assessment of overall Vitamin D status for the screening of 
deficiency or toxicity. This test measures both D2 and D3 together & reports a total 25-hydroxy Vitamin 
D. There are several factors associated with an increased risk of developing Vitamin D deficiency.
$30 • Thyroid Panel T3, T4 - Additional screening that includes three levels for the T3 uptake (THBR), 
T4 (Thyroxine), and free Thyroxine index/calculation.
$30 • Hemoglobin A1C - Measures historical blood sugar control for up to three months. This test is 
recommended at least twice a year for Diabetics. 
$30 • C-Reactive Protein (CRP) - An inflammatory marker - a substance that the body releases in 
response to inflammation. CRP levels can provide physicians with information on a patient’s risk of 
heart disease. No Caffeine.
$25 • Ferritin - Indicates level of high iron stored and can be useful in screening for Hemochromatosis, 
Anemia and some Liver diseases.
$25 • Vitamin B12 - Detects B12 deficient or elevated levels. B12 aids in the health of cells and nerves. 
Recommend fasting, unless Diabetic.
$49 • Celiac Screening - tTG/IGA screening detects antibodies that aid in the diagnosis of gluten-
sensitive enteropathy (GSE), such as celiac disease and ermatitis herpetiforms.
$30 • Blood Type - Determination of ABO blood group and Rh type. Group and typing of expectant 
mothers and newborns may indicate potential for ABO hemolytic disease of the newborn. RH9(D) 
typing is used to determine Rh immune globulin candidacy for prenatal and postpartum patients.
$25 • Health Assessment (HA) - Go online with the Mayo Clinic for a 12 month subscription and fill out 
your HA to find out your health risks & strengths. Use Mayo Clinic tools to help you with those risks.

New:
Testosterone $45

Estrodiol $55

Free:
Blood Pressure

Body Fat Analysis

Also:
Flu Shots $25
Colokit $10

We encourage fasting prior to blood draw. Please
drink plenty of water & take medications as usual.

Questions?
Contact JoAnn Farnsworth at Weston 

County Health Services 746-3740.

Your Opinion Matters! Share with us at http://Feedback/WhF.to

and Nebraska before moving 
to Wyoming from Idaho 
in 2011, and who has been 
friends with Knowlton for 
the past few years, described 
the community’s response to 
Wicked Brew so far as “pretty 
amazing.”

“We’ve had a lot of positive 
feedback and word of mouth 
has been huge,” she expressed.

Serving food as well as 
coffee, Lunstra said that 
everything at Wicked Brew is 
as fresh as they can make it.

“A lot of our stuff is made 
in house,” she explained. “We 
slice all of our own meat and 
cheese and veggies every day, 
so it’s as fresh as you can 
have. We have a good friend 
-- Maci Williams comes in and 
makes her amazing cinnamon 
rolls and homemade soup, so 
we have that on the menu.”

On the activities front, 
Knowlton said the plan is to 
hold open mics the second 

Saturday of the month, starting 
in April, to probably begin at 
6 p.m. or 7 p.m. They want 
to stagger the open mics, she 
said, against those that are 
now being held in Moorcroft, 
so as not to be in direct com-
petition. 

Current hours are 4 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday thru Saturday 
in an effort to provide that 
morning pick-me-up to those 
on their way to work. That’s 
under review though, Lunstra 
said, as business hasn’t been 
as brisk in the wee hours as 
they had hoped, and she and 
Knowles are trying to gauge 
what’s best for their customer 
base as far as hours, food, 
and events through a Facebook 
survey. 

Something unique about 
Wicked Brew is the chalk-
board-lined restroom, where 
visitors and passers-thru from 
a handful of states near and 
far have already chalked-up 
messages in pastel colors. 

There’s also several book-
shelves that Knowles said she 
hopes to develop into a book 
exchange. The eventual con-
struction of a patio seating 
area for the summer months is 
another plan.  

Asked about the name 
Wicked Brew, Lunstra said it 
just happened to be the one to 
stick out of a number of names 
they came up with as potential 
replacements for that of her 
former coffee bar.

“I was originally Second 
Home, and my husband came 
up with that name, but had a 
lot of people calling it Second 
Hand. I don’t know why and 
it drove me insane. And we 
wanted something fresh for 

Kayla and I to start out with,” 
she elaborated. 

Knowlton said the goal is to 
make Wicked Brew an inviting 
place where people will want 
to sit and stay awhile, and 
the pair indicated they already 
have students coming in on a 
regular basis to do their home-
work, moms coming in to read 
after dropping the kids off at 
school, and even professionals 
who come in to get some work 
accomplished. 

Part of establishing that 
sort of atmosphere means 
catering to customer needs, 
and Lunstra and Knowlton 
said they try to work around 
food allergies and different 
dietary restrictions by carrying 
choices like soy, almond, and 
lactose-free milks.

“We try to make sure we 
can accommodate whoever 
walks through the door,” said 
Lunstra. 

It’s that sense of commu-
nity and welcoming that can 
be found at places like Wicked 
Brew that really distinguishes 
independent coffee shops from 
chains, Knowlton opined. 

“I’ve never walked into a 
Starbucks and had somebody 
know my name or even felt 
like the same people were 
going to be working there,” 
she recollected. “From my 
experience people don’t like 
to stay long.”

As for whether Wicked 
Brew will be the place around 
which a subculture of coffee 
aficionados will evolve in 
Upton, Knowlton was upbeat 
about the possibility. 

“I think it could happen,” 
she said. ‘I think people want 
something new.”

Coffee from page 1.................................................................................................

be allowed, but suggested the City of Newcastle 
would aid FOCUS in erecting a sturdy structure 
on which the group could place large informa-
tional banners. City officials felt that was a more 
effective avenue to use in awareness campaigns. 

When the issue was broached to the council 
on March 7, FOCUS Board Chair Pat Morgan 
declared that the ribbons are part of projects 
that are meant to create community awareness 
surrounding different issues for which awareness 
months have been designated. 

FOCUS Director Donna Howard, in an email 
to the News Letter Journal, clarified that the spe-
cific campaigns for which FOCUS intended to 
use ribbons to raise awareness address stalking, 
teen dating, sexual assault, elder abuse and 
domestic violence. She noted that the organiza-
tion also helps to raise awareness about child 
abuse. 

“It is our role to provide awareness for all of 
these campaigns,” Howard told the NLJ, noting 
that the awareness projects have been evaluated 
and those campaigns that did not yield good 
results were eliminated. She said the ribbons 
have proven to be a useful awareness tool, and 
she reported that belief to the city council. 

Morgan suggested that the ribbons open 
doors and encourage people to ask questions 
regarding what the ribbons represent. They may 
also remind those who need FOCUS that they 
are always there with an open door. 

“They are a more attractive reminder for 
some than posters,” announced Morgan, who 
explained that other campaigns have used 
posters or table top ads to generate awareness. 
He therefore requested that the council consider 
allowing the group to put up ribbons for five 
different awareness months, but city officials 
were hesitant to allow additional months, which 
prompted the presentation to the council.

“They came in and asked us. My under-
standing, was the feeling was, if we did one 
every month it begins to lose affect…My under-
standing was that FOCUS would pick one, but 
not all five,” City Engineer Bob Hartley reported 

to the council, indicating that was the direction 
he had given to FOCUS representatives when 
they contacted him regarding the subject prior to 
the meeting. 

Mayor Greg James recalled that the council 
had previously come to the consensus that 
FOCUS would be allowed to use the light poles 
downtown for their ribbons for only one aware-
ness month because “it became too confusing 
with too many.” He noted that people may have 
not known what each colored ribbon represents, 
which could have contributed to confusion on 
the part of some in the community.

“It encourages people to ask questions,” 
Howard countered. She noted that the colored 
ribbons prompt people to ask others what the 
ribbons represent, which opens doors that allow 
sensitive subjects to be discussed. 

Howard argued that FOCUS has heard no 
negative feedback concerning the ribbons lining 
Newcastle’s Main Street, and that business 
owners had actually expressed greater concern 
over a proposal to use posters instead of ribbons 
for the purpose of raising awareness. 

Councilman Roger Hespe questioned Howard 
to whether or not the ribbons aid the clients they 
are charged to serve, or if they increased the 
number of clients contacting the organization. 
He also questioned if it would be possible to 
label the ribbons so the awareness topic would 
be present as well. 

“I wouldn’t say that it has increased the 
number of people we see, but it encourages 
people to ask questions,” Howard professed. She 
added that the ribbons allow FOCUS to reach 
out to more people and has created an avenue for 
more people to talk about the awareness topics. 
She also said that labeling the ribbons would 
not be a problem, if that is what the council 
preferred. 

The council voiced various opinions on the 
subject on March 7 before agreeing that it was 
most appropriate to allow the committee to 
discuss it in depth at a later date and present a 
recommendation to the council.

FOCUS from page 1............................................................................................

Kayla Knowlton, left, and Brandi Lunstra say they hope to do more than just serve good coffee 
at their Wicked Brew coffeehouse and eatery. The pair are also serving fresh food and intend to 
host open mic nights. (Todd Bennington/NLJ)

Our office supplies have 
big dreams.
Give them a home on your desk.

14 W. Main • 746-2777
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Everyove Needs A

DAvE
Join us for a Benefit 

Auction and Chili Supper 
for Dave Whitford

Saturday, April 9
Weston County Senior Center

Doors Open at 4 p.m.
to browse auction items

Supper at 5:30 p.m.
Live Auction to follow at 6:30 p.m.

$10 Adults (13 & up)
$5 Ages 5-12

4 and under FREE

Auction Items still needed. 
Donations may be dropped 

off at Kaffee Klatsch,
746-4888, or Arnold
Realty, 746-2083.

Don’t Miss the 

Famous WCSS 

Cinnamon Rolls!

Todd Bennington
NLJ Reporter

The second of a sched-
uled three Thunder Basin 
Collaborative Learning 
Workshops was held at the 
Weston County Senior Center 
on Mar. 16. There, participants 
drawn from throughout the 
local area heard from represen-
tatives of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and the Thunder 
Basin Grassland Prairie 
Ecosystem Association, a non-
profit that represents prop-
erty owners in five Wyoming 
counties, on current research 
work being conducted on the 
grasslands. A previous work-
shop held in Douglas focused 
on the Thunder Basin National 
Grassland’s history.

Dr. Jessica Clement of the 
UW’s Ruckelshaus Institute, 
the entity that is organizing the 
workshop series on the behalf 
of the U.S. Forest Service, 
described the workshops as an 
initial step toward the forma-
tion of a collaborative body. 

“The ultimate objective of 
the workshops is to provide 
information from communi-
ties … to inform a long-term, 
place-based, multi-stakeholder 
working group to resolve 
complex issues on the Thunder 
Basin, including prairie dog 
management among many 
issues,” she explained to those 
present.

“The point of these ses-
sions,” Clement continued, 
“is that if we get our diverse 
stakeholders together, and we 
talk about issues regarding 
the Thunder Basin National 
Grassland, what kind of infor-

mation will we get from you 
that we can give to the Forest 
Service?”

The Forest Service, Clement 
further stated, had failed to gain 
approval to set up a federal 
advisory committee from the 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, 
as it had sought to do, but does 
not want to give up on col-
laborative efforts. Therefore, 
the Ruckelshaus Institute was 
asked to function as a kind of 
neutral broker in helping to 
convene the working group. 

Those present were divided 
into a handful of discussion 
groups and asked by Clement 
to address two main questions:

 (1) What are issues that the 
working group should focus on 
regarding the Thunder Basin 
National Grassland? 

(2) What are gaps in the 
knowledge that you think need 
to be filled in order to be able 
to make good decisions, in your 
opinion, on the Thunder Basin 
National Grassland?

A non-exhaustive list of par-
ticipant responses to the ques-
tions includes the following: 
• Need for data on prairie dogs 
and methods of control. What 
works and doesn’t work? Need 
for evidence of what works. 
• What are the economic conse-
quences of Endangered Species 
Act listing? Need for improved 
channels of communication for 
affected stakeholders. 
• Greater accountability for 
how federal decisions affect 
private land ownership and use.
• Better map representation 
of private lands. Maps often 
don’t show or take into account 
private land interspersed within 
large blocks of public land.
• Improved communications 
between special interest groups 
and landowners.
• Need for greater consistency 
between agencies and increased 
sharing of knowledge.
• What are the diverse uses of 
national grasslands and does 
the public have knowledge of 
those uses?
• Increased transparency in 
regard to the black-footed 
ferret. Will it be introduced or 
not?
• Need to raise awareness of the 
grassland’s economic benefits 
and uses, especially in light 
of the downturn in the energy 

sector.
• More respect for private prop-
erty rights, especially in terms 
of prairie dog control.
• How does the Wyoming law 
preventing trespass for data 
collection affect research going 
forward? 
• Need for use of sound science 
in decision making. 
• Will there be more emphasis 
on public-private land 
exchanges in the future?
• Need to bridge the knowledge 
gap between those living on 
and using the land vs. those 
who read about it and study it.
• Increased accuracy in media 
coverage of the grassland. 
• Need for more local input on 
energy development.
• Maintaining public access for 
multiple use opportunities.
• Identifying so-called decision 
space where the Forest Service 
and other agencies actually 
have flexibility in terms of 
decision making.
• The problem of lack of work-
shop involvement from NGOs, 
since they are guaranteed to be 
involved in the working group. 
• Need for more state agency 
and state legislature involve-
ment with the grassland.
• Questions of grazing patterns 
and usage given the number 
of grazing permittees on the 
grassland.
• The potential for severe infes-
tations of invasive plant species 
(e.g. cheat grass).
• Damage from off-road vehi-
cles.
• Data gaps on sage-grouse 
predators.
• What is the length of time for 
vegetative recovery on prairie 
dog mounds/towns?
• Quality of reclamation land 
vs. undisturbed areas.
• What is the interaction of 
prairie dogs with sagebrush?
• What are the effects of dusting 
for flees to prevent bubonic 
plague among prairie dogs on 
mountain plovers and other 
wildlife?
• Impacts of recreation on 
grasslands. 
• Economic contributions of 
recreationists.

The exact membership com-
position of the working group 
has not yet been determined, 
Clemens indicated. 

Records and other informa-

tion on the workshop series, 
as well as the Thunder Basin 
Grassland in general, are 
available on the Ruckelshaus 
Institute’s website at uwyo.
edu/haub/ruckelshaus-institute/
collaborative-solutions.

The third workshop 
meeting, which was originally 
to be held on May 18, has been 
rescheduled for May 19. An 
exact venue has not yet been 
determined, though it will be 
held in Gillette. 

Grassland gripes aired

If you’re having trouble 
holding it together
we’ve got the rubber bands.

14 W. Main • 746-2777

If you have stories 
about homesteading you 
would like to share, the 
National Grasslands 
Visitor Center (NGVC) 
and the University of 
Nebraska- Lincoln 
(UNL) are interested in 
documenting your fam-
ily’s story for a national 
research project called the 
Grasslands Oral History 
Project (GOHP). 

A press release from 
the U.S. Forest Service 
announced that on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
April 9-10, Dr. Matthew 
Douglass of the Center 
of Great Plains Studies at 
UNL and the NGVC Park 
Rangers will be in this area 
conducting interviews for 
the project. According to 
the release, the primary 
goal of the GOHP is to 
document homesteading 
history that occurred in 
this region before the cre-
ation of Thunder Basin 
National Grassland.

“We encourage indi-
viduals who can share 
information about home-
steading in the local area, 
the relationship home-
steaders had with the land, 
what they used the land 
for, and the conditions 
that have to do with the 
formation of the National 
Grasslands,” Dr. Matthew 
Douglass said. “Of par-
ticular interest are those 
who have documents and 
photographs about local 
homesteading history, or 
whose family has passed 
down information about 
life during the homestead 
era.”

If interested persons 
are willing to participate 
and share their story, 
interviews can be setup by 
calling the NGVC at 605-
279-2125. If interested 
persons are unable to be 
interviewed at this time, 
the NGVC Park Rangers 
and Dr. Douglass will be 
happy to set up a later 
time and location to meet, 
according to the press 
release. 

For more information 
or to set up an interview, 
contact the National 
Grasslands Visitor Center 
in Wall, SD at 605-279-
2125 between 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. daily or Dr. 
Matthew Douglass at 
402-270-7220 or mdoug-
lass3@unl.edu.

Grasslands History 
Project Comes to 
Thunder Basin

Rancher Tom Wright makes a point during the second of three scheduled colaborative learn-
ing workshops on the Thunder Basin Grassland. The aim of the workshops, which are being 
moderated by the UW’s Ruckelhaus Institute, is the formation of a multi-stakeholder working 
group. The third meeting in the series is scheduled for May 19 in Gillette. (Todd Bennington/NLJ)
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Middle School Track
04/02	 Newcastle Invitational	 H	 8:30AM 
04/05	 Edgemont Invitational	 A	 10 AM
	  @ Custer
High School Track
04/02	 Buffalo Bison	 A	 9 AM
High School Boys Soccer
03/31	 V   Rawlins Outlaws	 A 	 2 PM
04/05	 VJ   Buffalo Bison 	 A 	 4 PM
High School Girls Soccer
03/31	 V   Rawlins Outlaws 	 A 	 12 PM
04/05   VJ   Buffalo Bison 	 H 	 4 PM

Schedule

— See Karp, Page 12

One Day 
Produce 

Sale!
For your convenience we offer: 

• money orders • gift cards

307-746-2779 • 709 W. Main St. Newcastle, WY • visit deckersmarket.com for exclusive coupon offers

a family tradition since 1911

Not all items available at all stores. We reserve 
the right to limit quantities and make substitutions.

$2.49
Del Monte 
Pineapple

Ad Effective
Friday, April 1st

99¢
Cello Lettuce

Per Lb

39¢
Dole Bananas

Per Lb

79¢
Large 

Navel Oranges

Per Lb

$2.49
Russet Potatoes

15 lbs.

$1.99
Honeycrisp Apples

Per Lb

No Foolin’

“I wanna 
wake up 
in the city 
that never 
sleeps!” 
That song 
has been 
running 
over and 
over in my 
head the 

last couple of weeks because I 
got the chance to do just that a 
week and a half ago.

Going to New York City has 
always been on my bucket list, 
but to go to the Big Apple and 
watch my son sing in Carnegie 
Hall, one of the greatest stages 
of all time, was never even a 
thought until last May when 
we signed up for the trip of a 
lifetime.

Words cannot fully express 
the feelings I had as I watched 
not only my son, but 13 of my 
students, file onto the stage at 
Carnegie Hall to perform in a 
once in a lifetime concert. As 
the lights dimmed, I whispered 
to Melissa Cade – also there 
to watch her daughter perform 
– that I was feeling a little 
verklempt.

Within seconds, the first 
of many tears of joy that night 
rolled down my cheek.

As the first a cappella notes 
were sung and the hall was 
filled with the magnificent 
voices of 410 high school stu-
dents from across the country, 
I was overcome with the most 
amazing emotions (that I would 
count as second only to the 
birth of my children.)

Deke Sharon, conductor and 
arranger of the a cappella mas-
terpiece, stated that music is 
meant to be shared and felt and 
celebrated, and that’s just what 
I and 3,000 other lucky audi-
ence members had the amazing 
opportunity to do over the 
course of two very short hours.

The finale of the concert 
had all of the audience up on 
our feet, singing and dancing 
along with performers on stage 
and in the aisles, and after the 
show I couldn’t help but give 
Sharon a huge bear hug when 
I saw him at the post-concert 
reception— and thank him 
profusely for providing such an 
amazing experience for my son 
and my students. 

As I hugged him, I also told 
him that I laughed, I cried, I 
sang, I danced, I cheered, and 
his response was exactly what 
I expected when he smiled and 
said, “That’s how music is sup-
posed to be enjoyed.”

The concert was the 

Once in a 
lifetime

Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

The end of basketball and the begin-
ning of spring signals the start of the 
Newcastle Lady Dogies’ 2016 soccer 
season, and head coach Bryce Hoffman 
is looking forward to welcoming back 
a strong, but small, core of experience 
and skill to the field.

Returning for the Lady Dogies are 

seniors Katara Cade, Katelyn Spain, 
Abby Gray, Nathina Crabtree, Megan 
Logan, and Kelsey Wood. Juniors 
include Alyssa Umphlett, Grace 
Peterson, Heather Michaelis, Tania 
Bau, Daytona Bennett and Madee 
Frazee, while only one sophomore, 
Emily Pearson, will be on the roster as 
Tayler Cobb – a starter from last year 
– suffered an ACL injury which will 
keep her sidelined for the 2016 season. 

Three freshmen, Kassidy Jeppesen, 
Brenna Watkins and Bianca Torres, 
will be joining the Lady Dogies this 
season as well. 

Though the squad is down two 
starters in Cobb and senior Kendra 
Back— who transitioned to track for 
her final season as a Dogie— Hoffman 

has much to look forward to with those 
suiting up.

Cade is a two time All-Conference 
player who, according to Hoffman, had 
a great season last year as a junior on 
her way to breaking the school assist 
record. He is looking for her to expand 
on that record again this season, and 
carry a little more weight in goal 
scoring as well.

Spain was also All-Conference last 
season and did some very good things 
defensively. Hoffman anticipates that 
she will be in a little different role this 
year on the defensive end of things and 
thinks she’ll be successful in that role.

Wood has played goal-keeper for 
the Lady Dogies for the last three 
years, and was All-Conference as a 

sophomore, so she brings a great deal 
of experience as a defender of the goal.

Gray had a really good start to last 
season and performed very well in the 
first six or seven games, but then suf-
fered a season ending injury. Hoffman 
is really excited to have her back on 
the defensive end where he thinks she 
will really shore some things up for his 
team.

Umphlett was Honorable Mention 
All-Conference last season and had 
a nice year as a defender, but this 
season Hoffman sees her in more of 
an attacking role, which he anticipates 
will be a great fit for her.

Peterson was also All-Conference 

Top seed is in reach

— See Girls, Page 12

Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

After struggling all last spring to fill a roster 
for their competitions, coaches and players of the 
Newcastle Dogie Soccer team are feeling a little more 
comfortable, and a lot more excited, to see numbers 
nearly double for the 2016 season.

“Numbers are great this year,” exclaimed returning 
head coach Josh Peterson. “We have 22 boys out, so 
we will be looking at filling both a Varsity and a JV 
squad this year.”

The team is returning only one senior in Cooper 
Karp, but several juniors will be on the field, including 
Marshall Rhoades, Uzi Holguin, Brandon Benson, 
Colin Heaton, Zach Schuessler, Holden Schultz, and 
Gabe McCoy (both of whom are returning after a one 
year hiatus). 

Also a junior, Flint Hossfeld is new to the sport 
this year, as is sophomore Murray Hebbring. In 
addition, there are 11 freshmen who will be joining 
the team, though Peterson is not sure exactly what to 
expect from the youngsters as their experience on the 
field is still an unknown.

Given the Dogies often found themselves playing 
one or even two men down last season, these higher 
numbers are a great relief as they prepare for their 
first contest.

“There is a lot less stress already this season 
because we don’t have to worry about whether we’ll 
have enough guys to play 11 on 11 from game to 
game,” Peterson admitted.

With the pressure of numbers off his back, Peterson 
is looking forward to seeing how his team will match 
up against conference opponents this year.

“I’m optimistic about our chances this season 

because it’s got to be better than last year,” he laughed. 
“I think the guys will be surprised how much better 
it is not to have to play down a man, and not having 
to play every second of every game because we will 
have subs. It will make a huge difference.”

Low numbers resulted in some unfortunate end-
game scores last season for the Dogies, but the team 
consistently played competitively in the first half of 
their games despite playing down. Unfortunately, in 
the second half of those games, Peterson’s guys would 
simply run out of gas against opponents who were 
much fresher.

A positive that can be drawn from the adver-
sity the squad faced last season is that returning 
players gained a great deal of field experience, which 
Peterson anticipates should translate into some good 

Soccer doubles their numbers

— See Boys, Page 12

For the long haul

Wyatt Corley and Jacob Hobbs take a break from the throwing rings to get a little work in on the track on Monday, as Coach Beau Gregory keeps time. 
The Dogie track squads hoped to get their outdoor season underway in Rapid City last week, but a bit of winter weather forced the cancellation of that 
meet. Newcastle is now set to host what will be the first meet of the year for many Black Hills teams when the Speedgoat Classic is held this Thursday, but 
another winter storm could ruin those plans as well, and keep the Dogies from competing until they make a trip to Buffalo on Saturday. (Bob Bonnar/NLJ)

Lady Dogies 
set their sights 
on the Bison
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We’ll help you get 
organized with low 
prices on helpful 

systems, supplies and 
accessories designed 

to restore order to 
your office.

Filing
Cabinets

2-drawer and 4-drawer

Starting $110.00

Hanging
File Folders

Letter and Legal

Starting at $12.99

Banker
Boxes

Letter and Legal

Starting at $6.75

Anything we don’t 
have in stock, we can 
order in just for you. 
Delivery available.

Put Things in
their place!

14 W. Main St. • Newcastle, WY • 307-746-2777

Public Notice
The Weston County Commissioners will be accepting 
applications for an “Unexpired position” on the Weston 
County Fair Board. Position will be opened until filled. 
Please drop off applications to the Weston County 
Clerk’s Office, 1 West Main, Newcastle, WY Monday thru 
Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or by email:

wcclerk@rtconnect.net. 
Any questions please call 307-746-4744.

Horse
Health

Fair
Saturday,
April 16

Discounted Prices for
on-site Equine Vaccines 
and Parasite Prevention

We will also make clinic appointments for 
tooth float, sheath cleaning & farrier services.

Salt Creek Veterinary Clinic
746-4995 •  5362 Hwy 16

West Nile Virus
5-Way
4-Way

Equine Rabies

Strangles/Strep.
Dewormer

Flea, Tick & Mites
Fly Spray

Starts at 10 a.m. at the
Weston County Fairgrounds

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION

epitome of my trip to NYC, 
but we had some other 
amazing experiences as well 
that were made all the more 
special because I shared them 
with my son. 

We were able to enjoy 
music in another way when 
we attended the Broadway 
musical “Aladdin” in the his-
toric Amsterdam Theater on 
42nd street. This was our first 
show and it was nothing short 
of amazing. The stage and the 
lights and the colors and the 
music kept me mesmerized 
throughout the show, and I 
cannot wait to return and see 

another.
We took selfies from the 

top of Rockefeller Center and 
I had a carriage ride through 
Central Park. I “shopped” on 
5th Avenue in Louis Vuitton, 
Dolce and Gabbana and Prada 
(Really I just looked and tried 
on $800 sunglasses), and we 
were amazed by the lights and 
activity of Time Square.

We rode a ferry to Liberty 
Island to see the lady herself, 
and then went on to Ellis 
Island. As we did this, I may 
have felt just an inkling of 
what immigrants coming to 
this country must have felt as 

they took that journey.
Finally, we experienced 

the 9/11 Memorial and 
Museum. I know that we all 
can remember where we were 
and what we were doing on 
the fateful day nearly 15 years 
ago, but visiting the museum 
brought each moment back 
with such somber clarity 
that once again I was drawn 
to tears. For the adults on 
the trip, it was a walk down 
memory lane, but for the stu-
dents I think it really brought 
the reality of that day home to 
they who were so small when 
it happened. 

This trip was truly a once 
in a lifetime opportunity, and 
I am so grateful to Newcastle 
Choir Director Jan Ellis for 
making this incredible journey 
a possibility and a reality for 
me, my son, and everyone else 
who attended. 

Though I will go again 
with both of my kids – after 
all I didn’t get to see the Bull 
of Wall Street or the Flatiron 
Building (yeah, I’m a history 
nerd) – this trip will go down 
as one of the best, and I 
will never forget the feeling 
of seeing my son sing in 
Carnegie Hall.

Karp from page 11.........................................................................................................................................................

Honorable Mention and she scored eight 
goals for the squad last season, putting her 
in second for goals scored on the team. As 
such, Hoffman says he wants to see her 
expand in that scoring role. 

“She’s gotten faster and stronger, and 
did a nice job during the indoor season to 
prepare herself for this season.”

Crabtree was a captain of the team last 
year, and Hoffman stated she will be again 
this sesaon. 

“She is a great vocal leader and the 
positive leadership she provides is very 
beneficial to the team,” he nodded. “She 
also did a lot in the off-season to improve 
herself, coming to all of the weight ses-
sions and open field opportunities. She 
has really improved as an athlete and as 
a soccer player, so I am happy to have her 
back.”

Michaelis is a returning letter winner 
and will play a mixed role as a back-up 
keeper, and then as a utility sub anywhere 
in the mid-field and in the defensive line. 
Bau, also a returning letter winner, will 
be put into a larger role this year as a 
defensive mid-fielder, so fans will see a lot 
of her on the field.

Logan is another returning letter 
winner. Last season she played as a utility 
sub and this season she will be looking at 
a more stable spot in the midfield.

Bennett played a lot of minutes for the 
Lady Dogies last season after Gray went 
out of the lineup. 

“She stepped up and played that role 
and gained a great deal of experience that 
I think will transfer into what we have 
planned for her this year, and I think she is 
ready for that role. She also did off-season 
indoor soccer, which really improved her 
skills,” Hoffman declared.

Pearson was new to soccer last season, 
but is returning this year and is expected 
to play a big role as a substitute, coming in 
late in games to fill some very important 
roles. 

“She is very athletic and can just go. 
She is smart and coachable on the fly,” 
Hoffman began. 

“Last season against Scottsbluff in the 
JV game, she did something I didn’t want 
her to, so I explained what I wanted as she 
was coming back down the field and the 
next time she executed just as I asked and 
they scored a goal,” he smiled.

As a starter last year, the loss of Cobb is 
unfortunate for the squad and Hoffman is 
looking for someone else to step up to fill 
her shoes, as well as the defensive switch-
ups he is making that originated from the 
loss of Back. Fortunately, Hoffman stated 
the freshmen newcomers are developing in 
their roles right now and should be doing 
some good things by the end of the season.

Hoffman is disappointed that numbers 
are down a little bit, with only 17 girls out 
for the team. Given that, the squad will not 
be able to play full JV games and will plan 
to play half JV games with the schools 
who are willing to do that.  

Because numbers are low, maintaining 
good health is definitely a concern for 
Hoffman. 

“It is imperative that we stay healthy. 
We need to make sure we take care of our 
warmups each day, and make sure that 
we are in good condition so those injuries 
don’t pile up on us. We have a really good 
core in our juniors and senior classes, but 

then there’s not a lot of young people. 
We have a lot of experience up on top, 
however, so that’s where you want your 
larger numbers,” Hoffman explained.

Low numbers are a change for the Lady 
Dogies from the last couple of years, but 
Hoffman knows his girls now have a lot of 
experience and have played a lot of soccer, 
which should bode well for the squad as 
they enter into conference matchups.

“I really expect us to push to be the 
number one seed out of our quadrant. 
We’ll know more when we play Buffalo in 
a couple of weeks, but I think we have the 
ability and skill on this team to do that, 
especially if we stay healthy,” he nodded, 
acknowledging that his squad will have to 
go through the Bison to earn that top seed.

“Knowing what they are returning and 
not returning compared to us makes me 
feel pretty confident that we can push 
Buffalo. They have won it every year since 
I’ve been coaching, but I like our chances 
against them based on our experience and 
skill,” the coach reasoned.

The other quadrant opponent, Douglas, 
graduated their two all-conference players 
from last year, so Hoffman admits they 
present a bit of a mystery as to what to 
expect from them. 

The Lady Dogies are scheduled to 
open up their season in Rawlins against 
the Lady Outlaws on Thursday. The com-
petition was originally supposed to take 
place on Saturday, but Rawlins is hosting 
a track meet that day so cannot support 
both events. However, with the forecasted 
winter storm that is supposed to ravage 
much of Wyoming on Wednesday, the 
possibility of having to cancel the contest 
is very real.

If the storm doesn’t live up to predic-
tions and the squad is able to make the 
trek, the Lady Dogies will open up their 
2016 season at 2:00 on Thursday, followed 
by the boys’ game. 

“I’m not really sure what to expect from 
Rawlins,” Hoffman admitted. “They have 
a new coaching staff, but last year we were 
very successful against them. They are 
pretty young, so will be returning some 
players whom I expect to have played a 
lot of soccer, but if we take care of the 
things we can control we should come out 
on top.”

Girls from page 11..........................................................................................................................................................

things this year as they play contests with 
a full roster.

“We really are returning players with a 
ton of experience in our senior and juniors, 
so our goal will be to get some of the 
freshmen to fill some holes to help out our 
older guys,” Peterson analyzed.

Though Peterson is not very familiar 
with the incoming freshmen’s experience, 
he noted that at least two of them - Talon 
Logan and David Holguin - played indoor 
soccer so he knows that they’ve been 
gaining some valuable experience already 
this year.

In looking at conference opponents, 
Peterson identified Buffalo as the team to 
beat. Douglas, the Dogies’ other Northeast 
Quadrant opponent, lost a couple of their 
top players from last year, so Peterson is 
hoping to be competitive with everyone as 
the season progresses.

The Dogies are scheduled to kick off 
their season in Rawlins at 4:00 p.m. on 
Thursday if weather permits. Given that 
Rawlins is in the Southeast Quadrant, this 
will not be a conference matchup, so will 
not count for Regional seeding later in the 
year.

Boys from page 11.....................................................................................

Cooper Karp and the rest of the Dogies 
are eager to flash their skills in Rawlins 
this week.  (Sonja Karp/NLJ)

Senior Nathina Crabtree will return to captain the team once again this year, but 
she hopes that with the help of her fellow seniors the Dogies can knock off Buffalo 
for the first time and claim the top spot in the Northeast Quadrant. (Sonja Karp/NLJ)



21 Electric
Josh Liggett - 746-5165

Black Hills Exploration & Production
746-3517

Weston County Health Services
746-4491

Whirlwind Services
Sean Crabtree 307-689-2505

Black Hills Dental
746-4772

Black Hills Power
blackhillscorp.com

Cambria Supply
746-2763

CLT Flooring & Furnishing
746-3335

Dixon Bros., Inc.
746-2788

Elliott Chiropractic
746-9200

JackMaster Const.
Craig Wiggins 746-3521

Newcastle Equipment
746-4520

Newcastle Vision Clinic
746-2371

Rob's Hot Oil
746-3631

Spearfish Forest Products
605-642-7741

Wyoming Automotive
746-2769

News Letter Journal
746-2777

Wyoming Refining
746-4445

Mining Electrical Services
686-3666

Back row from left: Kacy Jones, Cooper Deveraux, Billy Soderberg, Thomas Davis, Teigen Marchant, Dawson Norton, Jake Deveraux, Davin Tysdal. Front row: LaKacee Lipp, Carolina 
Anderson, Emalee Sweet, Abi Deveraux, Kaprina Jones, Sara Sweet, Rachel Sweet.  (Photo courtesy of Emily Hartinger, Skull Creek Studio)
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NEWCASTLE CITY COUNCIL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

MINUTES
Monday, March 21, 2016

Mayor James called the regular meeting 
of Monday, March 21, 2016 to order at 7:00 
p.m.  In attendance were: Todd Quigley, Kara 
Sweet, Steve Ladwig, Mayor Greg James, and 
Roger Hespe. Absent: Don Steveson. Also pres-
ent Department Heads: City Clerk/Treasurer 
Brunner, Police Chief Owens, Engineer Hartley 
and City Attorney Jim Peck.   

 APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Mayor James 
deleted Item #4 under Citizen’s Business in 
Writing, catering permit approval for Crossroads 
Cantina. Roger Hespe moved and Todd Quigley 
seconded to approve the Agenda for Monday, 
March 21, 2016.  MOTION CARRIED. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Kara Sweet 
moved and Steve Ladwig seconded to approve 
the Minutes for the March 7, 2016 Regular 
Meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.  

NOMINATIONS FOR RECOGNITION:  None.  
CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION:  None.   
Mayor James commented that it was permis-

sible under statute to enter Executive Session to 
consider candidates for the open Council posi-
tion.  Those candidates had earlier interviewed 
with the Council Committee of the Whole at 6:00 
p.m. prior to the regular council meeting.  Mayor 
James also stated that if the Council preferred 
to make a motion to appoint a certain candi-
date immediately then that was permissible as 
well.  Roger Hespe moved to offer the empty 
City Council seat to Lynn Moller; second by 
Steve Ladwig.  Mr. Hespe commented that his 
reason for nominating Mr. Moller was that Mr. 
Moller had a great deal of experience in busi-
ness practices.  Steve Ladwig echoed that senti-
ment.  Mayor James thanked and congratulated 
all the candidates and encouraged those who 
expressed interest but may not get appointed 
at this time to consider strongly about run-
ning in the fall election as there will be several 
Council, as well as the mayoral, positions open.  
Roger Hespe called for the question.  Quigley, 
Ladwig, James and Hespe – Aye.  Sweet – nay; 
MOTION CARRIED.   

After a brief recess Clerk/Treasurer Brunner 
swore in Lynn Moller as the new council person. 
He then took his appointed seat.  

CITIIZEN’S BUSINESS – IN WRITING:  
1.Mayor James read a request from Weston 
County Children’s Center for summer sewer 
averaging.  Roger Hespe moved and Kara 
Sweet seconded to approve the request as read.  
MOTION CARRIED.  2. He read a request from 
Rhonda Gordon of the West End Bar & Grill 
to cater the NRA Banquet from 4pm on April 
2nd, 2016 through 4 pm on April 3, 2016 at the 
Weston Co. Senior Center.  The West End is a 
county liquor license holder but the City received 
a letter from Weston County stating that the 
West End was in “good standing” regarding their 
county liquor license.  Steve Ladwig moved and 
Kara Sweet seconded to approve the request as 
read. MOTION CARRIED. 3. He read a request 
for approval of a plumbing contractor license for 
2016, Clearwater X-Spurts, Inc. Master Plumber, 
Clay Massie.  Proof of insurance and bonding 
were provided.  Roger Hespe moved and Kara 
Sweet seconded to approve the plumbing con-
tractor license for 2016 as requested.  MOTION 
CARRIED.    

CITIZEN’S BUSINESS – VERBAL – 1. None. 
MAYOR/COUNCIL REPORTS: - 1. None.  

Newcastle City Council Minutes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS:
City Engineer Robert Hartley – 1.  Crews have 

completed meter pit installations on Cambria.  
They will be moving over to work on Sumner 
and then Wentworth next.  2.  He reported on 
the status of the 2015 Water Improvements 
Project which is funded through the Wyoming 
Water Development Commission.  There will be 
a meeting next week regarding final approval of 
that project.  He is anticipating going out to bid 
for that project the first part of May. That project 
will replace water line on Stampede Street and 
install new control stations.  There will also be a 
new pump in Well #3 and bring that well onto the 
water system as well as install newer telemetry 
for the water system.  3.  Well #5 project is mov-
ing ahead; he has notified WWDC that the owner-
ship logistics are a bit complicated; they are wait-
ing on the DEQ and after the ownership issues 
are resolved he anticipates drilling that well 
sometime in July.  4. Lighting Upgrade Project 
specs went out to two electrical contractors with 
bids due in on April 4th and to be opened at the 
regular Council meeting on April 4th.  5.  He 
requested a Street Committee meeting tonight 
after the Council meeting ended this evening.  

Police Chief Jim Owens - 1. Department 
Activity is 245 calls for service so far in March; 
that is nearly the same as last year for March; 
total YTD calls is down from last year. 2. CSO 
Whitcher so far in March has sent out 17 notices 
of abatement for junk; 3.  He spent Tuesday 
through Friday of last week at a conference in 
Denver called “Denver 2 Years Later”.  The con-
ference related all the problems Colorado has 
experienced since the legalization of marijuana 
use in the State of Colorado.  The conference 
alerted attendees from other states to things to 
be prepared for if passage of marijuana sales 
becomes legal in their state.        

City Clerk/Treasurer– 1.  She thanked 
Engineer Hartley for his work on the State Energy 
Lighting Upgrade Project regarding the draft-
ing of the specifications and preparation of bid 
advertising. She reminded Council that those 
grant monies must be expended prior to the 
end of the June 30, 2016 fiscal year. 2.  She 
stated that she has not received any financial 
information from WAM yet regarding FY 2016-17 
State revenues.  She will begin working on the 
expense side of the budget next week. 3. Stated 
that after review and reference checking with 
provided sources she recommended hiring Ketel 
Thorstensen, LLC as the City’s new audit firm for 
the FY 2015-16 fiscal year.  The firm requested 
that the City consider a three year “commitment” 
which would save the City from $1500-2000/
year over the next 3 years.  Ketel Thorstensen 
also provided a one-year quote for the audit of 
$20,000 if the City wanted to only engage them 
for one year.  Both the one-year and the three-
year quotes includes the auditor’s preparation 
of the City’s financial statements. Attorney Peck 
stated that since this was for “specialized ser-
vices” and was below the bid threshold, that there 
was no need to advertise for bids. Mayor James 
stated that though the City may make “intent” to 
engage with this company for an extended period 
there was no “legal” obligation for more than one 
year at a time.  Todd Quigley moved and Steve 
Ladwig seconded to approve the recommenda-
tion from Treasurer Brunner regarding the hiring 
of Ketel, Thorstensen as the City’s new audit firm.  
MOTION CARRIED.  Treasurer Brunner will con-
tact both audit firms who provided quotes.   

At 7:30 p.m. Mayor James stopped the regu-
lar meeting to hold a public hearing on approval 

of a bar & grill license for Isabella’s LLC dba 
Isabella’s Bar & Grill for the licensing period of 
April 1, 2016 through March 31, 2017.  Mayor 
James asked twice for comment from the public. 
Karl Lacey asked whether this would be an “addi-
tional” license for Isabella’s.  Treasurer Brunner 
explained that the current restaurant license 
would be effective until March 31, 2016 and, if 
approved, the bar and grill license would become 
effective April 1, 2016 and the restaurant license 
would expire at that point. Comments were made 
regarding the “location” of the bar area within 
the establishment.  Roger Hespe moved and 
Kara Sweet seconded to approve the Bar and 
Grill License #1 dba as Isabella’s Bar and Grill 
as requested. All paperwork has been filed and 
license and publication fees are paid. MOTION 
CARRIED.  Mayor James returned the meeting to 
regular session at 7:38 p.m.  

City Attorney Jim Peck – 1.  Commented on 
the proposed Water Well #5 negotiations; he 
took the State agreement and modified it sub-
stantially to get agreement from the property 
owners.  He later learned that one of the property 
owners is deceased which has complicated the 
matter.  He is waiting for the family to take care 
of the ownership issues; dependent upon how 
that turns out will extend the time of approval. 
2. He commented on the Newcastle Planning 
Commission’s recommendations regarding the 
sandwich sign ordinance.  He stated that if the 
Council wants to take into consideration the 
Planning Commission’s recommendations there 
would need to be a public hearing for comment 
on the sandwich signs.  He answered questions 
from Councilman Ladwig regarding “traffic or 
pedestrian hazard”.  Roger Hespe stated that 
since the Planning Commission had done their 
part he moved to schedule a public hearing on 
this matter; seconded by Kara Sweet to schedule 
a public hearing at 7:30 p.m. on April 18, 2016. 
MOTION CARRIED.    

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT:  None.  
Kara Sweet moved and Todd Quigley second-

ed to pay claims dated March 21, 2016.  MOTION 
CARRIED.  

Todd Quigley moved and Steve Ladwig 
seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

CLAIMS: Alpha Comm., tower rent, $95.00; 
American solutions for Business, laser 
checks, $358.50; AT&T Mobility, cell phones, 
$828.02; B&K Cleaning, city hall, $360.50; 
BH Power, electricity, $1656.14; Camp Creek 
Engineering, 2015 water project/engineering, 
$10,750.00; Centurylink, fill database extract, 
$650.00; Charles Martens, compost pile lease, 
$1000.00; Children’s Home Society, interviews, 
$250.00;  Energy Labs, water tests, $135.00; 
John’s Electric, replace light/PD, $476.95; 
NENA, membership, $50.00; Newcastle Vol. 
Fire Dept., supplies, pension, $4257.72; Office 
Shop Leasing, copier lease, $106.81; One Call 
of WY, locate tickets, $28.50; Public Safety 
Ctr, extrication suits/FD, $599.98; Valli Info, 
credit card maintenance, $150.00; WEBT, life 
insurance, $105.25; Weston Co. Public Health, 
hepatitis shots, $1323.00; Weston Co. Road & 
Bridge, fuel, $4664.31; Weston Co. Treasurer, 
airport billing, Draw #7, tax handling, $1654.08; 
Weston Co. Clerk, Feb youth services, $951.50; 
WY Fire Chiefs, 2016 members/dues, $240.00;    
SUPPLIES: Ad-Pro, $92.63;  Butler Machinery, 
$3252.03; Cambria Supply, $10.34;  Campbell 
Memorial Hospital, $450.00; CDW-Government, 
$593.49; Charita Brunner, $70.55;  Chief Law 

Enforcement, $354.00; Collins Comm., $4509.00; 
Culligan Water, $45.50; Dana Kepner, $6036.92; 
Deckers, $172.51; Environmental Products, 
$383.61; Fisher Sand & Gravel, $2151.13; Fossil 
Creek Designs, $430.00; Frontier Ranch, $29.44; 
Gemplers, $45.80; Hillyard, $28.39; Instrument & 
Supply, $134.31; Kois Bros., $122.86; Municipal 
Emergency, $4668.00;  Newcastle Hardware, 
$128.94; Newcastle Mtrs., $935.53; News 
Letter Journal, $80.98; Oil City Supply, $106.39; 
Respond First Aid, $210.14; Russell Industries, 
$5459.00; Weston Co. True Value, $271.68; WY 
Machinery, $147.92; 

Greg James, Mayor
ATTEST: City Clerk/Treasurer, Charita 

Brunner                                                                           
                  	                                                         
(Publish March 31, 2015)

Like News Letter Journal 
on FaceBook

FORECLOSURE SALE NOTICE

WHEREAS, default in the payment of princi-
pal and interest has occurred under the terms of 
a promissory note (the “Note”) dated 03/31/2010 
executed and delivered by Kam H. Larson,  
(“Mortgagor”) to Guild Mortgage Company 
and a real estate mortgage (the “Mortgage”) 
of the same date securing the Note, which 
Mortgage was executed and delivered by said 
Mortgagors, to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Guild Mortgage 
Company, and which Mortgage was recorded 
on 04/05/2010, as Reception No. 718373 Book 
321 Page 0266 in the records of the office of the 
County Clerk and ex-officio Register of Deeds in 
and for Weston County, State of Wyoming; and

WHEREAS, the mortgage was assigned for 
value as follows:  

Assignee: Guild Mortgage Company
Assignment dated: 01/15/2016
Assignment recorded: 02/10/2016
Assignment recording information: Reception 

No. 760860, Book 365  Page 84
All in the records of the County clerk and 

ex-officio Register of Deeds in and for Weston 
County, Wyoming. 

WHEREAS, the Mortgage contains a power 
of sale which by reason of said default, the 
Mortgagee declares to have become operative, 
and no suit or proceeding has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt secured by the Mortgage, 
or any part there-of, nor has any such suit or 
proceeding been instituted and the same discon-
tinued; and

WHEREAS, written notice of intent to fore-
close the Mortgage by advertisement and sale 
has been served upon the record owner and the 
party in possession of the mortgaged premises 
at least ten (10) days prior to the commencement 
of this publication, and the amount due upon the 
Mortgage on the date of first publication of this 
notice of sale being the total sum of $153,435.42 
which sum consists of the unpaid principal bal-
ance of $146,150.07 plus Interest accrued to the 
date of the first publication of this notice in the 
amount of $5,328.62 plus attorneys’ fees, costs 
expended, and accruing interest and late charges 
after the date of first publication of this notice of 
sale; 

WHEREAS, the property being foreclosed 
upon may be subject to other liens and encum-
brances that will not be extinguished at the sale. 
Any prospective purchaser should research the 
status of title before submitting a bid;

NOW, THEREFORE Guild Mortgage 
Company, as the Mortgagee, will have the 
Mortgage foreclosed as by law provided by caus-
ing the mortgaged property to be sold at public 
venue by the Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff in and 
for Weston County, Wyoming to the highest bid-
der for cash at 10:00 o’clock in the forenoon on 
05/03/2016 at the Weston County Courthouse 
located at 1 West Main, Newcastle, Wyoming, 
Weston County for application on the above-
described amounts secured by the Mortgage, 
said mortgaged property being described as fol-
lows, to-wit: 

LOTS ONE (1) AND TWO (2), BLOCK 
EIGHTEEN (18), FOREST HILL PARK 
ADDITION, NEWCASTLE, WESTON COUNTY, 
WYOMING, ACCORDING TO THE RECORDED 
PLAT THEREOF.

With an address of : 138 3rd Avenue 
Newcastle, WY 82701.

Together with all improvements thereon situ-
ate and all fixtures and appurtenances thereto.  

Dated March 18, 2016.

Brian G. Sayer 
Klatt, Augustine, Sayer,
Treinen & Rastede, P.C.
925 E. 4th St.
Waterloo, Iowa 50703
319-234-2530
319-232-6341

(Publish March 31, April 7, 14 and 21, 2016)

Foreclosure Notice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
Publication of Gross Salaries 2016

Pursuant to Wyoming Statute 21-3-110

Categories/		  Total Annual 
Number of Personnel	 Gross Salaries
ADMINISTRATION
Superintendent (1)	 123,000.00
High School Principal (1)	 94,000.00
Middle School Principal (1)	 84,000.00
Elementary Principal (1)	 86,000.00
Asst. Elementary Principal (1)	 66,500.00
Special Education Director (1)	 92,000.00
Business Manager (1)	 89,000.00
Curriculum Coordinator (.75)	 59,250.00
Administration Total	 $693,750.00
SECONDARY
Business (1)	 48,750.00
Agriculture (1)		  47,350.00
Home Economics (1)	 56,200.00
Industrial Arts (1)	 49,450.00
Foreign Language (1)	 45,950.00
Science (5)	 51,400; 54,600; 47,350; 59,400; 

48,050; 260,800.00
English (6)	 48,050; 45,950”; 49,450; 

62,600; 59,400; 47,350; 312,800.00
Mathematics (5)		  53,000; 49,450; 

48,050; 47,350; 49,450; 247,300.00
Social Studies (4)	 59,400; 49,450; 49,450; 

49,450; 207,750.00
Vocal Music (1)		  56,400.00
Instrumental Music (1)	 49,450.00
Art (1.42)	 9,102; 57,000; 66,102.00
Physical Education (2.17)	 32,148; 39,560; 

37,880; 109,588.00
Counselors (2)	 59,400; 53,904; 113,304.00
Librarians (1)	 49,800.00
School Within A School (1)	 62,600.00
Computer (1)	 54,600.00
Resource Room (6)	 52,950; 55,400; 

47,350; 57,000; 59,400; 59,400; 331,500.00
Health (.64)	 7,896; 11,838; 12,363; 

32,097.00
Secondary Total		  $2,201,791.00
SECONDARY EXTRA-DUTY
Activities Director (2)	 1 @ 14,250; 1 @ 

5,500; 19,750.00
High School Head Coaches	 10 @ 4,750; 

47,500.00

WCSD #1 Salaries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

High School Asst. Coaches	 18 @ 3,690; 
66,420.00

Weight Room Administrator	 2,000.00
High School Student Council (2)	 2,150.00
Future Business Leaders of America (1)	

2,150.00
Future Farmers of America (1)	 9,500.00
Future Farmers of America Summer Ag 
Experience (1)	 4,750.00
High School Class Sponsors	 3 @ 300; 2 @ 

150; 1,200.00
High School Guidance (1)	 3,600.00
Middle School Head Coaches	 9 @ 3,690; 

33,210.00
Middle School Asst. Coaches	 13 @ 2,220; 

28,860.00
Middle School Student Council (2)	 1,500.00
Middle School Guidance Counselor (1)	

3,600.00
Middle School Yearbook (2)	 825.00
Speech  (1)	 4,750.00
Speech Asst (1)	 3,690.00
ELL Coordinator (1)	 1,000.00
NCA (4)	 2 @ 500; 2 @ 1,000; 1 @ 2,000; 

4,000.00
Extended Year Mentor/Induction (1)	 9,500.00
Substitute Training Class Coordinator (1)	

3,690.00
SPED File Review (6)	 6 @ 3,000; 18,000.00
Special Olympics (2)	 3,000.00
Special Ed Schedule/Tracking (1)	 4,000.00
Special Ed Summer School (1)	 3,000.00
Title I Coordinator (1)	 5,000.00
Title II (1)	 3,800.00
Perkins (1)	 850.00
National Board Certified (4)	 16,000.00
LETRS TOT (2)	 2,396; 1,198; 3,594.00
Power School (1)	 3,000.00
WYCTA (4)	 1,000.00
Bridges Grant	 3 @ 1,500; 2 @ 750; 6,000.00
Pool Manager (1)	 11,232.00
Secondary Extra-Duty Total	 $332,121.00
ELEMENTARY
Kindergarten (4)	 47,350; 49,450; 61,000; 55,400; 

213,200.00
First Grade (3)	 52,950; 47,350; 51,550; 

151,850.00
Second Grade (4)	 49,450; 49,450; 

61,800; 55,400; 216,100.00
Third Grade (4)	 62,600; 57,000; 49,450; 48,750; 

217,800.00
Fourth Grade (4)	 59,400; 59,400; 46,650; 59,400; 

224,850.00
Fifth Grade (3)		  55,400; 48,750; 

47,350; 151,500.00
Science (1)	 62,600.00
Vocal / Band (1)	 48,050.00
Counselor (1)	 62,600.00
Physical Education (1.13)	 51,850; 15,792; 

67,642.00
Resource Room (3)	 48,750; 50,150; 

52,200; 151,100.00
Remedial Room (4)	 61,000; 56,400; 

59,400; 59,400; 236,200.00
Computer (.80)	 47,520.00
Health (.15)	 9,150.00
Elementary Total	 $1,860,162.00

ELEMENTARY EXTRA-DUTY
Head Coaches	 3 @ 800; 2,400.00
Asst. Coaches	 3 @ 600; 1,800.00
Counselor Mentor	 4,750.00
Elementary Extra-Duty Total	 $8,950.00
DISTRICT-WIDE SERVICES	
Speech Therapist(1)	 78,050.00
School Nurse (1)	 47,666.00
Community Education Director (1)	 59,257.00
Secretary/Bookkeeper (.80)	 23,246.00
Data Coordinator (1)	 45,179.00
Instructional Facilitators (2.11)	 57,800; 

39,902; 9,064; 19,750; 126,516.00
Special Ed Clerk (1)	 20,440.00
Double Aaces Director (1)	 64,550.00
Technology (1)	 75,000.00
Induction/Mentor Specialist (1)	 62,600.00
School Psychologist (1)	 73,250.00
Adaptive PE (1)		  46,650.00
At Risk Counselor (.50)	 23,940.00
District-Wide Total	 $746,344.00
SUPPORT STAFF
Resource Room Teachers Asst. (24)	

19,845; 16,673; 21,924; 18,311; 18,396; 16,263; 
17,199; 16,263; 16,673; 21,294; 18,311; 21,294; 

20,286; 17,609; 20,727; 10,004; 17,609; 22,932; 
22,932; 18,522; 19,404; 19,404; 21,924; 20,358; 

454,157.00
Remedial Teacher Asst. (1)	 16,673; 

20,066; 36,739.00
Classroom Teacher Asst (6)          18,311; 19,539; 

19,906; 18,522;  25,704; 18,018; 120,000.00
Library (1.57)	 24,115; 12,353; 36,468.00
Superintendent (1)	 40,997.00
High School (2)	 31,484; 29,954; 61,438.00
Middle School (1)	 31,484.00
Elementary (1)	 30,974.00
Community Education (1)	 21,110.00
Transportation (1)	 31,898.00
Maintenance
Director (1)	 64,000.00
Maintenance Personnel (3)	 41,600; 

39,416; 38,688; 119,704.00
Food Service
Food Service Director (1)	 36,000.00
Cafeteria Manager (1)	 21,672.00
Cooks (6)	 11,024; 12,879; 14,699; 19,693; 

12,249; 15,883; 86,427.00
Custodial
Lead (2)	 35,110; 36,982; 72,092.00
Custodians (8)	 31,366; 30,742; 30,742; 30,742; 

37,606; 31,366; 30,742; 31,065; 254,371.00
Business Office (3.2)	 40,997; 37,669; 5,812; 

84,478.00
Technology Assistant (2)	 42,680; 39,864; 

82,544.00
Transportation
Director (1)	 53,000.00
Mechanic (1)	 48,464.00
Assistant (1)	 32,448.00
Bus Drivers (12)	 10,868; 8,225; 10,601; 8,611; 

18,260; 13,084; 13,389; 12,549; 7,900; 7,675; 
12,854; 8,059; 8,408; 140,483.00

Support Staff Total	 $1,960,948.00
GRAND TOTAL	 $7,804,066.00

(Publish March 31, 2016)

AVAILABLE RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE 
PERMIT-WESTON COUNTY, WYOMING

Weston County, Wyoming has one (1) avail-
able Liquor License.  Weston County will accept 
applications available Retail Liquor License.  The 
license will end June 30, 2017.  

Applications must be filed with the Weston 
County Clerk’s Office by April 4, 2016 by 4:30 
p.m.   

A Public Hearing to consider applica-
tions received for the Retail Liquor License 
will be held on April 5, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. in 
the Commissioner’s Room at 1 West Main, 
Newcastle, WY .

Board of County Commissioners

(Publish March 24 and 31, 2016)

Public Notice .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .



NAME THE SPORT

ACROSS
1. Something proclaimed true 
without proof
6. Trigonometry abbr.
9. *____surfing with no board
13. Shrek and Fiona, e.g.
14. “____ the Games Begin!”
15. Core of personnel
16. Motion picture
17. Baseball stat
18. Spock or Mork
19. *Mask and epee
21. *Pistes and moguls
23. Santa ___ winds
24. Attention grabber
25. *____-wrestling, like in 
“Over the Top”
28. Openmouthed astonish-
ment
30. Hollywood’s lighting person
35. 1970s carpet
37. “Cheers” regular
39. a.k.a. Pleasant Island
40. Queen of Carthage
41. *____ racing, on a single-
mast vessel
43. Slang for safecracker
44. Altogether
46. 1952 Olympics host
47. No neatnik
48. Candy containing fruit or 
nut
50. Spanish earthen pot
52. Porky’s home
53. Log splitter
55. A in IPA
57. *Scored with love
60. *Most popular sport in India
64. Battle royal
65. Color quality
67. Fill with happy spirit
68. “... for _____ waves of 
grain...”
69. Sixth sense
70. ____ Academy in Annapolis
71. Popular newspaper page
72. Hi ____ monitor
73. Market booth
DOWN
1. Remove, as a hat
2. Eye rakishly
3. Sheepish expression
4. Hajj destination
5. Inquiring
6. Horsefly
7. Old-fashioned “over”
8. Squirrel away
9. Island east of Java
10. Norse deity
11. Residue
12. Japanese monetary unit
15. Alligator’s cousin
20. Indian bread, pl.
22. Liquor store pony
24. Kind of can
25. Echo sounder
26. Prized for its horns
27. Address to a woman
29. *Played on horseback
31. Fairies
32. Diesel and natural gas, e.g.
33. Cereal killer
34. *____ union or _____ 
league
36. *Played by Rory
38. John Dillinger’s girlfriend, 
e.g.
42. “____ Express” movie
45. Portrait painter
49. It often precedes “chi”
51. Plural of #18 Across
54. Theater guide
56. “Bravo! Bravo!”, e.g.
57. Short-term employee
58. Major European river
59. Sometimes you get what 
you ____
60. Porcinos

61. Pacific Islands’ ceremonial 
drink
62. And others
63. Rossini’s William ____

64. Communist Zedong
66. Put to work

Fun and Games

Last week’s answers

Weather Vane

editor@newslj.com	 March 31, 2016 — 15news letter journal FYI

DATE	HI	 LO	 Precip	
S-20	 56	   31	
M-21	 71	   20	
T-22	 58	   17	 .19
W-23	 39	   22	
T-24	 50	   32	 trace
F-25	 37	   22	
S-26	 42	   24	

INVITATION TO BID
WESTON COUNTY

BRUCE ROAD DUST CONTROL PROJECT 
2016

The Board of County Commissioners, Weston 
County, will be accepting bids for road repair 
and supplying and applying dust suppression on 
Bruce Road in Weston County, Wyoming.  Bids 
are due by 3:00 p.m. on April 1, 2016 and bids 
will be opened at that time.  Bids will be evalu-
ated at the April 5, 2016, Commissioners meet-
ing at 10:00 a.m.  Each bid shall be placed in a 
sealed envelope clearly marked on the outside 
with the name of the bidder and the words:

“Bid for Weston County Bruce Road Dust 
Control Project”

Bids must be submitted to:
Weston County Clerk
1 West Main Street,
Newcastle, WY  82701

Bid must be received on or before the date 
specified above.  Bids received after the time 
and date above will not be considered.  Weston 
County reserves the right to reject any or all bids 
or waive any formality or technicality in its inter-
est.

Award of this contract will be based on the 
Base Bid.

Bid Bond, Performance and Bond Payments 
are required.

Bids may not be withdrawn for a period of 
Thirty (30) days after opening.  It is to be under-
stood that the OWNER may reject any all bids, 
make substitutions and waive any informalities 
and technicalities as will be in their best interest.

The Weston County Government is an Equal  
Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, nation origin, sex, reli-
gion, age and handicapped status in employment 
or the provision of services.

Please contact Rick Williams, Road & Bridge 
Supervisor at (307)746-5555 for additional infor-
mation.

(Publish March 10, 17, 24 and 31, 2016)

Bid Notice . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WYOMING,

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WESTON
SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JANET W. JANSA,
Deceased.
Probate No. PR-8039

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR DECREE OF 
DISTRIBUTION

You are hereby notified that Claiming 
Distributees, Scott A. Jansa, Guy J. P. Jansa, 
Nancy L. Alexander, and Barbara L. Jaloszynski, 
by and through their attorney Andrew A. Irvine 
of Andrew A. Irvine, P.C., filed an Application 
for Decree of Distribution of decedent Janet W. 
Jansa’s interest in the following described prop-
erty (the “property”), consisting of a total of 40.00 
net mineral acres for a combined 12.50% net 
mineral interest in the following lands situated in 
the State of Wyoming, County of Weston:

Township 41 North, Range 63 West, 6th P.M.
Section 1:  S/2

Objections, if any there be, must be filed with 
the Clerk of District Court of the Sixth Judicial 
District, Weston County, Wyoming, 1 W. Main St., 
Newcastle, WY 82701, within two (2) weeks from 
the date of the first publication of this Notice.

Dated this 10th day of March, 2016.

Andrew A. Irvine
Attorney for Claiming Distributees
Andrew A. Irvine, P.C.
P.O. Box 3221
Jackson, Wyoming 83001
(307) 690-3838 – voice
(307) 333-0383 – facsimile
Wyoming Bar Registration No. 6-4097

(Publish March 24 and 31, 2016)

Probate Notice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Department of Environmental 
Quality, Division of Air Quality 

PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance with Chapter 6, Section 2(m) 
of the Wyoming Air Quality Standards and 
Regulations, notice is hereby given that the 
State of Wyoming, Department of Environmental 
Quality, Division of Air Quality, proposes to 
approve a request by Four Corners Petroleum, 
LLC to construct a new sweet crude oil produc-
tion facility, known as the Battery 4, with one 
smokeless combustion device to control volatile 
organic compound and hazardous air pollutant 
emissions associated with the oil tanks, active 
produced water tank and pneumatic pump, 
located in the SW1/4NW1/4 of Section 24, T46N, 
R65W, approximately ten (10) miles south of 
Upton, in Weston County, Wyoming.

For the duration of the public comment 
period, copies of the permit application, the 
agency’s analysis, and the public notice are 
available for public inspection online at http://deq.
wyoming.gov/aqd/new-source-review/resources/
applications-on-notice/ and at the Weston County 
Clerk’s Office, Newcastle, Wyoming.  In accor-
dance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
special assistance or alternate formats will be 
made available upon request for individuals with 
disabilities.

Written comments may be directed to Nancy 
Vehr, Administrator, Division of Air Quality, 
Department of Environmental Quality, 200 West 
17th St., Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002 or by fax 
(307) 635-1784.  Please reference A0002039 in 
your comment.  Comments submitted by email 
will not be included in the administrative record.  
All comments received by 5:00 p.m., Friday, April 
29, 2016 will be considered in the final determi-
nation on this application.  A public hearing will 
be conducted only if in the opinion of the admin-
istrator sufficient interest is generated or if an 
aggrieved party so requests.

(Publish March 31, 2016)

Legal Notice .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Deadline for Legals is 
noon on Friday

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of 
Newcastle will hold a public hearing at 7:30 p.m. 
on April 18, 2016 in the Newcastle City Council 
Chambers on the second floor of the Newcastle 
City Administration Building located at 10 West 
Warwick, Newcastle, Wyoming to receive public 
comment regarding sandwich (or A-frame) signs 
within the City.  Currently, sandwich signs are 
prohibited within the City under the City’s Zoning 
Code.  The City Planning Commission has rec-
ommended that the City Zoning Code be amend-
ed to permit and regulate sandwich signs within 
the City, which recommendations are available 
upon request from the City Clerk’s Office.

CITY OF NEWCASTLE:
By:	 Charita Brunner
Newcastle Clerk/Treasurer

(Publish March 31, 2016)

Hearing Notice .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

WESTON COUNTY
NOTICE TO APPROPRIATORS OF WATER

Public notice is hereby given that the following listed water users have completed the requirements of proof of appropriation and beneficial use of 
ground water for the following wells approved by the State Engineer.  Pursuant to Section 41-4-511, Wyoming Statutes, 1977, the below listed proofs 
of appropriation will be held open for public inspection from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. during April 18 through April 22, 2016, at the following location(s): 
1. State Engineer's Office,  Herschler Building, Cheyenne, Wyoming.  2. Office of the Division Superintendent, 1833 South Sheridan Ave., Sheridan, 
Wyoming.  As allowed by Section 41-4-312, any person claiming a water right interest in the same sources of supply to which the below advertised proofs 
refer may inform the Water Division Superintendent of his desire to contest the rights of the person or persons seeking adjudication.  The statement of 
contest shall be presented within fifteen days after the closing of the public inspection and shall state with reasonable certainty the grounds of the con-
test.  The statement must be verified by the sworn affidavit of the contestant, his agent or attorney.  If no contest is initiated, the advertised proofs will be 
submitted to the State Board of Control for consideration during its meeting beginning on May 9, 2016, with the Division  Superintendent's recommenda-
tion that certificates of appropriation be issued.	

DAVE PELLOUX, ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, WATER DIVISION TWO    

(Publish March 31, 2016)
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    WELL LOCATION AMOUNT GAL. 
CLAIMANT U.W. PERMIT/W.R. NAME OF WELL PRIORITY OF PER USE

OR S.C. NUMBER DATE Sec. Twp. Range ACREAGE  MINUTE
Bryan Stroh, Inc.; SBOLC Permit No. U.W. 199334 Spur 2 October 27, 2012 1 42N 67W 0 ac. 15 gpm Dom,Misc
Bryan Stroh, Inc. Permit No. U.W. 204225 Enl. Spur 2 July 1, 2015 1 42N 67W 0 ac. 0 gpm Misc.
Bryan Stroh, Inc.; SBOLC Permit No. U.W. 199693 Spur 3 November 28, 2012 1 42N 67W 0 ac. 15 gpm Dom,Misc
Bryan Stroh, Inc. Permit No. U.W. 204226 Enl. Spur 3 July 1, 2015 1 42N 67W 0 ac. 0 gpm Misc.

Find every public notice  published  in Wyoming. They can be viewed at www.wyopublicnotices.com



Gillette Full-Service Decorating Service
Phone: 307-686-5110

Fax: 307-686-7791
Toll-free: 877-686-5110

200 W. 2nd St.
Gillette WY 82716

twoguys@2guysdeco.com
2guysdeco.com

Just West of 4-Way Stop at US Hwys 85 & 16

• T-Shirts • Souvenirs • Gifts
• 3 Sizes of Storage Units

1226 Washington 
Newcastle WY

Storage 
West

3490 W. Main
941-0913
746-5711

12x24 – 10x20
10x10 – 8x12

746-2209
or

746-8045

  Clay C. Andersen

 Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Master Plumber & Builder
Construction & Remodels

Plumbing Installations & Repairs

Residential &
Light Commercial

30 Years’ Experience

Wesco 
Gas

Locally Owned
Propane Bulk Delivery

Home • Ranch • Oilfield

Wesco Gas • P.O. Box 760
Newcastle WY 82701

307-746-4405

STARDUST HOMES
Your Local Dealer for Heckaman Homes

Singles and Doublewides built to HUD standards. Modular built to IRC/
UBC code. Same as a Stick Built. Homes now available with attached 
garages! Available for your foundation within 5 weeks of order date!

11 Meadowview Lane • Newcastle • 746-4947 / 941-9998

WHITE CONSTRUCTION
Upton, Wyoming

307-468-2702

Visit us online at
http://whiteconstruction.biz

Residential
Commercial

New and Remodel
Concrete

Your 
Ad 

Here
746-2777

248 E. Wentworth
Newcastle WY 82701

746-4334
It feels 
just like 
Grandma’s

Pines Motel

Culligan 
Water Conditioning

Richard D. Olstad

715 Jensen Hwy., P.O. Box 906
Hot Spring, SD 57747

605-745-3196

746-4279

16 — March 31, 2016																		                  sales@newslj.com

DBM Storage

923 S. Summit

°  5x10  -  $25.00
°  10x20 - $55.00

Donny/Barb Munger
(307) 941-1010 or 

(307) 941-1570

Cleaning
Unlimited

Your Total Commercial
& ResidentialCleaning Service

• Fire & Water Restoration
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

• 24-Hour Service

746-3296
Colleen Donaldson, Owner

Gun Vault, LLC

Buy
Sell

Trade

Gunsmith on Duty Daily

605-662-SHOT (7468)
500 2nd Ave.

Edgemont, SD

Doell 
Rental

Storage Units in 
several sizes

746-5536
746-5332

Lou’s Services

If it’s broke
we can fix it

Trailer Repair
Aluminum Welding

Louis Doell, owner

746-5332

CLT
Flooring and Furnishings

Your One Stop Shop for All Your Home Furnishings!
 Furniture • Mattresses • Carpet • Linoleum • Tile

Ceramic Tile • Hardwood Flooring • Karndean Flooring
Window Treatments • Lamps • Artwork

1600 W. Main • Newcastle • 746-3335
Free Estimates • Professional Installation

Quality is never an accident, it is 
the result of high intention, sincere 

effort, intelligent direction and 
skillful execution. It represents the 

wisest of many alternatives.

for all your
construction needs call

JackMaster
Construction

CraigWiggins

746-3521

605-440-0202

Now Selling 
Coleman Furnaces

We service all makes 
and models!

Serving the Southern Black Hills Area

Leighton’s Garage
Thomas Leighton - Head Mechanic
720 Winfield Street, Newcastle, WY

307-746-9338 or On call # 307-629-0200

Open
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday - On Call
Sunday - Closed

Josh Liggett
(307) 746-5165
Newcastle, WY

Electrical 
Contracting

Newcastle
cell: 307-746-8021

office: 307-746-2276
zach rohde

dot & osha cert.,
locating cert., safeland 

811

1st call locates, llc

utility locating, 
potholing, mapping

email: 1stcalllocates@
rtconnect.net

39 Years of Certified Sales Experience

Rod Petranek
746-4475 or 866-328-7960
Evening Number 746-9622

41 Years of Certified Sales Experience

1121 S. Summit
Newcastle, WY 82701

(307) 746-4494

(307)746-4039 or (307)746-8720 
andersonenterprises2013@yahoo.com

Anderson
Enterprises
• Welding
• General Contracting
• Roofing
• Construction

Todd, Zelda, Nick, Lucas & Carolina

Not FDIC Insured. Not Guaranteed by the Bank. Not Insured
by Any Federal Government Agency. May Go Down in Value. Not a Deposit

Joanna Akers, Agent
24 N Sumner  .  307-746-3503  .  joannaa@burnsia.com

P.O. Box 910  .  www.fsbnewcastle.com
Newcastle, WY 82701

Mark’s
Barber
& Style Shop
Old School Barber Shop

114 W. Hudson St.
Spearfish, SD 57783
(605) 642-8603

Great Haircuts & 
Great Prices

Expert at Long 
& Short

38 years 
Experience

David A. Chick
746-9154

Financial
Services

Professional

How’s Your Nest Egg Doing?

Sunrise Storage
10’ x 20’ 

&
10’ x 10’

Storage Units 
Available

Call (307) 746-8815

Wyoming Cabinet 
Company
Complete 

Kitchen& Bath
Affordable Custom 

Construction 
Counter top 

options available
Call today for a 
FREE estimate!

Lance Crawford
(307) 746-3607

This one is for the 
Policemen

John’s Electric

1st Quality 

Insurance Group 
Guy Spears, Agent

Save $100’s 

 on Auto Insurance.

Home & Office 
(307) 465-2225

Fax (307) 465-2227
P.O. Box 411 

Osage, WY 82723
guyspears1@gmial.com



Thank You
The family of Homer 
Berdahl would like to 
thank all of our family 
and neighbors for their 
support and gifts and 
love during our time of 
sorrow. Homer will be 
missed by all. Thanks to 
Christ the King Lutheran 
Church and members 
for all their help.

Peggy Berdahl, Duane 
Berdahl, Julia Kerland, 
Myra Gunnink, Beverly 
Steel, Mike Berdahl.

Lost
$20 Reward. Large 
white cat with blue eyes 
lost near Wyo Cabinet 
Co. Neutered and de-
clawed. Call 746-4787. 
His brother misses him 
badly. 114 1/2 Faye 
Ave, Newcastle.   13-1t

Notice
Bringing resourc-
es, encourage-
ment, assistance, 
direction, inc. 
(BREAD) will hold their 
Annual Meeting at 
1:00 p.m., Monday, 
April 18 at their office 
on the east side of the 
Weston County Senior 
Center. All interested 
are invited to attend. 
13-2tc

Help Wanted
Openings for all hours, 
full - time and part-
time. Please apply in 
person or online at  
subway.com.       01-tfn

Part time cleaner want-
ed at the Flying V. Call 
(307) 746-2096. 12-tfn

First State Bank of 
Newcastle is accept-
ing applications for an 
assistant auditor. Pick 
up applications at FSB.  
12-2tc

For Sale
Fresh Eggs for 
Sale. $3.00 a dozen. 
Free Range Chickens. 
Call (307) 746-2804. 
13-1tc

2002 Red PT Cruiser, 
five-speed. Call (307) 
746-2386.        13-3tp

Hot Dog Wagon. 
Used only three times! 
Four-part steam table, 
large drink cooler, 
sink with hot and cold 
water. Many extras. 
Price goes up on May 
1. Call (307) 746-
2386.              13-3tp

For Rent
RENTALS AVAILABLE. 
Call  (307) 941-0913.

For Rent
1 bdrm, house with 2 
car garage. Call (307) 
746-5557.        10-3tp

Furnished 1 bdrm 
apartment, includes 
utilities and DirectTV in-
cluded. $600/mo, call 
(307) 941-0229.         

2 bdrm & 1 bdrm, 
apartments and 3 
bdrm, 1 bath mobile 
home for rent. For infor-
mation, pricing and pic-
tures go to yorkstreetapart-
ments.managebuilding.com or 
call 307-629-0909.

16x80, 3 bdrm, 2 
bath mobile home. 
Recent remodel, cen-
tral air, no pets.  
Call (307) 941-2641 or 
(307) 299-3697. 

Small 1 bdrm, apart-
ment with fireplace. 
Quiet location. (307) 
746-3609.       13-2tc

Mobile Home for rent. 
2 bdrm, 1 bath. (307) 
629-1032.           2tp

1 bdrm apartment, 
$550 per month plus 
deposit. Utilities includ-
ed. Call (307) 746-
5541.              13-2tc

Wanted
The Newcastle Country 
Club is opening and 
the Weston County Hu-
mane Society is host-
ing their spring Texas 
Hold 'Em Poker Tour-
nament there on April 
2nd at 6:00 pm. Free 
food, great prizes and 
a novice table if you 
don't know how to 
play. For more info call  
746-4213.        12-2tc

Cliff's Tree Service
For all you people that 
have dangerous trees 
and financial prob-
lems. Cliff's Tree Ser-
vice will barter or set up 
a payment plan with a 
small down payment.   
(307) 629-1813.  

Seamstress
Seamstress will do 
mending and altera-
tions for jeans, slacks 
and suits; curtains, zip-
pers and new construc-
tion. Please call Betty 
Jensen 746-3137.

Self-Help
AL-ANON 

(Help for family & 
friends of alcoholics) 
meets every Monday 
night at 7 p.m. Mon-
dell Heights.

NA 
OPEN DISCUSSION 
MEETINGS Friday & 
Saturday 7 p.m. - 8 
p.m. Sunday Women 
only 7 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Cambr ia  Bap t is t 
Church basement. 

HELPING HANDS 
Foundation of 
Weston County. 
Appl ica t ions are 
now available for 
help. Please contact  
Glenna at (307) 468-
2316.
Veter ans Out-
reach & Advocacy 
Program (Wyo.Dept. 
of Health/BHD). OEF/
OIF veterans eligibility,  
(307) 630-3230.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds 
Sensib ly)  Meet ing 
every Thursday  morn-
ing at the Weston 
County Senior Cen-
ter. Contact Ellen Butts, 
746-4251. Meeting 
on Tuesday  at 4 p.m. 
at First United Meth-
odist Church upstairs. 
Contact Joyce Brown  
746-3696.

Wy-Cans
(The Wyoming Press does 

not endorse and has not 

verified the legitimacy of 

these advertisers)

For Sale
Buildings

WESTERN STAR 
POST FRAME BUILD-
INGS: 24x24x8 - 
$5,554.00, 30x32x10 
- $7,947.00, 36x40x12 - 
$10,873.00, 40x48x14 
- $13,801.00. Com-
plete material pack-
ages with instructions.  
Experienced and In-
sured crews available. 
1-800-658-5565.
 

Help Wanted
FREMONT COUNTY 
School District No. 
25 Riverton, Wyo-
ming. Positions open 
for 2016-2017 school 
year: School social 
worker, IDEAL spe-
cial education teacher, 
choir teacher MS and 
HS, speech language 
pathologist. (These po-
sitions require the ap-
plicable Wyoming 
Professional Teaching 
Standards Board Cer-
tification). If interest-
ed in obtaining infor-
mation or applying, 
please contact: River-
ton Workforce Servic-
es, 422 E. Fremont, 
Riverton, WY 82501. 
307-856-9231. Appli-
cations are received 
electronically at:http://
www.applitrack.com/

fremontcountysd/onlin-
eapp/
Fremont County School 
District #25 is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
 

Help Wanted
JOURNALIST WANTED 
for the Wyoming Busi-
ness Report, the state’s 
first and best business 
publication. Topics will 
cover the entire state 
and range from energy, 
tourism, government 
regulations as they per-
tain to business, eco-
nomic development, 
manufacturing, small 
business, education, 
technology and more. 
Must be able create 
clean, lively and read-
able copy using prima-
ry sources. The right 
candidate will be com-
fortable working alone, 
but will also thrive in 
a cooperative envi-
ronment. Basic to ad-
vanced understanding 
of WordPress, HTML, 
SEO techniques and 
various social media 
platforms are key. Tele-
commuting is a possi-
bility for the right per-
son. Please send your 
resume, a letter of in-
terest and sample clips 
to: MJClark@wyoming-
businessreport.com.

Wanted to buy
ANTLERS!!! PETSKA 
FUR spring antler and 
fur clean-up. Buying 
all deer/elk antlers. No 
quantity too large or 
small. Competitive pric-
es. Easy grade. www.
petskafur.net, Face -
book, gpetska@gmail.
com, or call Greg, 
308-750-0700.
 

Notice
WHAT’S YOUR GOV-
ERNMENT UP TO? Find 
out for yourself! Review 
public notices printed in 
all of Wyoming’s news-
papers! Visitwww.wyo-
publicnotices.com   or 
www.publicnoticeads.
com/wy.
 

Professional 
Services

HAVE SOMETHING 
TO SELL? WANT TO 
ANNOUNCE YOUR 
SPECIAL  EVENT? 
Reach over 380,550 
Wyoming people with 
a single classified ad 
when it is placed in 
WYCAN (Wyoming 
Classified Ad Net-
work). Only $135 for 
25 words. Contact this 
newspaper for details.

March 31, 2016

Email your classified ads to 
classifieds@newslj.com

Color 
Copies 

50¢ each
746-2777

14 W. Main • Newcastle

Deadline Friday 
by 5 p.m.

part-time delivery driver
The News Letter Journal is currently seeking a part-time 
delivery driver. Must be available to work early Wednesday 
mornings through early afternoon, and other hours as 
needed for office deliveries. Must  have a valid drivers 
license. Availability to perform light maintenance work a 
plus. If interested please call (307) 746-2777 or stop in at the 
News Letter Journal to pick up an application. 

NORTHERN WYOMING MENTAL HEALTH CENTER is accepting 
resumes for the position of licensed Mental Health Therapist.  
Qualifications include Master’s level therapist, licensed in Wyoming, 
with a minimum of two years documented experience providing mental 
health and substance abuse services. These are full-time positions with 
an excellent benefit package and highly competitive salary. Please 
forward a letter of interest, resume, and three written work-related 
letters of reference to: Human Resources Manager, Northern Wyoming 
Mental Health Center, 909 Long Drive, Suite C, Sheridan, WY 82801, 
or fax to 307-674-1636.

Mental Health Therapist

Your Office Supply
Headquarters

Everything you need for your home office or business.

And much more!

Manilla Folders
Hanging Files
Pocket Folders

Calendars
Date Books
Travel Logs

Receipt Books
Printer Supplies

Register Tape

Pens
Post-Its

Paper Clips

If we don’t have it, we will find it!
14 West Main Street • 746-2777



18 — March 31, 2016	 editor@newslj.comGenerationsNews Letter Journal

Operations 
Control Center

D Shift: Sean Keirnan and 
Matt Johnston Success is no Accident

Working Hard

Pipeline
Safety

Did you know?
To protect our community and 
environment, Wyoming Refining 
routinely patrols the pipeline route 
and the pipeline is equipped with 
safety shutdown valves designed 
to isolate the pipeline in the event 
of a sudden pressure loss.

Questions? Call (307)746-4445

Sonja Karp
NLJ Reporter

 
There aren’t a lot of people who can claim to 

have taken the stage at Carnegie Hall in New York 
City to sing to a sold out house, but 14 members of 
Newcastle High School’s choir can add this once 
in a lifetime experience to their resume, as they 
did just that on Sunday, March 20.

Cooper Karp, Ashyln Dollison, Katara Cade, 
Kelsey Wood, Heather Donner, Heather Michaelis, 
Colin Heaton, Flint Hossfeld, Angela Troupe, 
Kinlee Whitney, Madee Frazee, Ashton Alarid, 
Hallee McCoy and Aaron Fullerton all hopped 
on a bus after school on Wednesday, March 16 to 
head to Denver in order to make it to the airport 
on time for an 11:00 a.m. flight to New York 
City the following day. Five adult chaperones, 
including NHS Choir Director Jan Ellis, Sonja 
Karp, Melissa Cade, Michelle Troupe and Jim 
Michaelis, made the journey with them. 

For most on board, this would be the first time 
they had visited the city, and all were excited for 
the experiences that lay ahead.

“We started planning the trip in the first part of 
May last year, and really it was on a whim because 
some of my juniors last year asked me if we could 
go,” Ellis began. 

“I was going to do it every four years, but I 
started asking around to see if any of my juniors 
wanted to go as seniors and their answer is 
obvious,” she smiled.

Ellis called and asked what options were 
available for her students and the Distinguished 
Concerts International New York (DCINY) was 
suggested as one the group would enjoy. This was 
in the same time frame as the concert Newcastle 
attended three years ago, so Ellis decided that was 
the way to go. She was sent all the information 
regarding cost and such, and the 18 individuals 
signed up, paid deposits and began fundraising in 
order to cover the cost of the trip.

While this was going to be a new experience 
for nearly all participants, Ellis and Wood were 
marking the second time they had performed in 
the Big Apple.

“Three years ago was our first trip, which 
began as an all Wyoming group under the direc-
tion of Dr. Nicole Lamartine, Associate Professor 
and Director of Choral Activities at the University 
of Wyoming,” Ellis explained. “DCINY contacted 
the schools that she suggested and we were the 
only 3A school that made the list. The others 

were all 4A, and we were also the only ones who 
jumped on board. I asked Mr. LaCroix if this 
was something we should just say ‘thank you for 
thinking of us, but we decline’ or what we should 
do. He insisted that even if we only had a couple 
of kids who wanted to do it, we should give them 
the opportunity. Since we were invited, he felt we 
should look into it.”

However, because the other schools that were 
invited didn’t decide to jump on board, Dr. 
Lamartine opted to wait and, as of today, has not 
yet rescheduled. With the concert being cancelled, 
Ellis wasn’t sure if the trip would actually take 
place, but she soon discovered that her kids would 
indeed still get the opportunity to perform in New 
York City.

“DCINY called me saying that the Wyoming 
concert was canceled but on the same weekend 
we had planned to go, there was another concert 
at Lincoln Center directed by world-renowned 
composer and conductor Dr. René Clausen, 
Professor of Choral Conducting and Conductor 
of the Concordia Choir at Concordia College in 
Moorhead, MN and that our kids would really 
love it,” Ellis smiled. “I actually thought the 
material might have been too hard for our kids, 
but they were confident we could do it given that 
Lamartine thought enough of us to suggest we be 
a part of her group. Because we were invited, we 
didn’t need to send in an audition tape to show 
what our choir could do, and at the reception 
following the concert Kevin Taylor, director of 
Program Development for DCINY told me that 
our kids had done a great job and that we would 
be classified as an alum of the DCINY program, 
and were welcome back any time we wanted. As 
such, we did not have to submit an audition tape 
of the choir for this trip either.”

Once the participants committed to the trip, 
they began to practice for the show, as did kids 
from across the country. Ellis worked with the 
group to ensure that they were ready to hit the 
ground running when they showed up for the first 
of only three full rehearsals before they took the 
stage at Carnegie Hall.

The concert was directed by Deke Sharon, the 
preeminent a cappella composer and arranger in 
the country, who is known as the “father of con-
temporary a cappella.” Among others, Sharon’s 
resume includes the hit movies Pitch Perfect and 
Pitch Perfect 2, as well as his role as creator of the 
popular NBC show The Sing-Off. Sharon is also 
the founder of Vocalosity, an all-new a cappella 

super group who released their debut album in 
January of this year.

Sharon arranged the music for the all a cap-
pella concert, and the NHS crew joined with 396 
kids from around the United States to open up the 
show with the 1982 hit song “Kids in America.” 
Not only was Newcastle represented on this pres-
tigious stage as part of the larger choir, but Cade 
and Donner each earned solo performances in the 
song as well.

“Soloing in Carnegie Hall felt unreal,” Cade 
exclaimed. “It was intimidating singing by myself 
when I was surrounded by people with a ridiculous 
amount of talent. Not to mention, the director was 
Deke Sharon, who is nothing short of incredible.”

“Plus I was really nervous because I was 
singing in front of about as many people as there 
are in my town— when I refuse to even sing alone 
in front of my family,” she laughed. “To be honest, 
I don’t remember much of my solo because I was 
just trying to make sure I didn’t pass out in front 
of 3,000 people. However, the rest of the concert 
was super fun. So besides all of the nerves, I just 
felt lucky that I had the opportunity to be a part of 
such an amazing experience.”

The first song was followed by a quirky, 
up-beat rendition of “Spiderman,” then “Fix You,” 
“Shut Up and Dance,” a medley of “Boogie 
Woogie Bugle Boy,” “You Can’t Hurry Love,” 
“Lady Marmalade,” and “My Lovin’,” and then 
“Lollipop,” “Try,” and “Love Shack.” 

The group was joined by some invited guest 
soloists, who included Andrew Fitzpatrick, aka 
80Fitz, who is a producer and beatboxer known for 
creating videos of popular song clips and original 
compositions. He is an accomplished battle beat-
boxer, competing in the 2011 American Beatbox 
Championships and ranking in the National Top 
16 in 2011 and 2012. He also appeared in Pitch 
Perfect 2 as part of the musical group “Das Sound 
Machine”

Chrissie Fit, a singer/actress/writer who most 
recently played in Pitch Perfect 2, also soloed 
on stage, as well as Hannah Juliano, who is best 
known for her work in the singing group Delilah, 
which was featured on season three of The Sing 
Off on NBC, according to the Carnegie Playbill 
for the concert.

The high school group closed out Act One and 
Act Two of the show consisted of an adult group 
made up of people from around the United States 
and Canada.

For the finale of the show, both the high school 

and adult groups combined for an audience inter-
active rendition of Lionel Ritchie’s “All Night 
Long,” followed by “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” in 
what might be considered a first for Carnegie Hall 
that had the audience up and singing and dancing 
along with the performers. 

Ellis was in for a surprise during the finale 
because she was brought on stage and got to 
perform as well. After the song, the directors of 
each of the groups who performed were intro-
duced and took a bow for a very appreciative 
audience.

“I knew that we (directors) would be called to 
the stage to be introduced at the end of the show, 
but I had no idea that I would get the opportunity 
to sing as well. That was a pretty amazing experi-
ence,” Ellis beamed.

For the students, getting to perform in Carnegie 
Hall is something they will always appreciate and 
the fact that they gave a rather unique performance 
that consisted of songs never presented before in 
the concert hall, as well as inviting the audience 
to join in on the fun, made a lasting impression.

“It was really cool to be on stage at Carnegie 
Hall and deliver a performance that was unex-
pected for the venue, and it was just such an 
awesome experience that I know I will never 
forget,” grinned Cooper Karp.

In addition to the concert, the group took in 
the Broadway show “Aladdin” in the historic 
Amsterdam Theater, the oldest theater in New 
York City, and were treated to a tour of the theater 
that culminated in getting to play in the Disney 
prop closet. Students and chaperones were able 
to try on costumes and play with props from 
“Little Mermaid,” “The Lion King,” and “Mary 
Poppins,” among other Broadway productions.

They were able to spend time in Central Park, 
stroll 5th Avenue, visit Time Square repeatedly, 
see NYC from the Top of the Rock Observatory 
on top of Rockefeller Center, visit Lady Liberty 
and tour Ellis Island to experience what count-
less immigrants to the United States did as they 
entered in hopes of a better life, and finally visited 
the 9/11 Memorial, a moving tribute to the lives 
lost in that horrendous terrorist attack on that 
September morning. 

“I thought the trip was pretty close to being 
perfect. Though there were some minor issues, 
I think this will be something these kids will 
remember forever, and will remember it as a 
positive experience, and that’s what it’s all about,” 
nodded Ellis.

Dogies invade the Big Apple
Members of the NHS Choir pose for a photo in New York City this March. The group had the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to participate in an a cappella performance at Carnegie Hall. (Sonja 
Karp/NLJ)
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