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Weston County 

Thursday
Partly Sunny
Hi 43, Lo 33

Wednesday
Mostly Sunny
Hi 24, Lo 9

Tuesday
Mostly Cloudy

Hi 34, Lo 3

Monday
Snow Possible
Hi 33, Lo 16

Sunday
Snow Possible
Hi 29, Lo 13

Saturday
Mostly Sunny
Hi 37, Lo 13

Friday
Partly Cloudy
Hi 49, Lo 24

Still in need 
of doctors
By Bob Bonnar of NLJ

When the hospital board meets on Thursday, they’ll discuss 
the possibility of extending the contract with Cedar Hills Clinic to 
provide emergency room coverage by six months, which will take it 
through the end of the year. 

The local doctors have requested a 3 percent increase in the 
amount Weston County Health Services pays them to handle patients 
that come into the emergency room, but during a meeting between 
health care providers and several board members earlier this month, 
it was clear that the primary motivation behind the offer of a six-
month extension was to provide both entities with a little extra 
time to discuss a long-range plan to ensure that the community will 
continue to have doctors.

“This takes a pretty long time to figure out, and we’re wanting 
to extend [the current contract] a little bit longer and take the oppor-
tunity to decide what the clinic and hospital want to do about ER 
coverage,” Dr. Mike Jording said when he made the offer to extend 

By Bob Bonnar of NLJ

More than two dozen resi-
dents of northeast Wyoming 
converged on Newcastle last 
Tuesday to express concern 
over the mountain pine beetle 
epidemic threatening to spread 
into Wyoming from the forests 
of South Dakota, and orga-
nizers of the event believe their 
initial effort to enlist important 
stakeholders in the battle was 
successful.

“There were some fired up 
people coming out of there, 
and I know some of them 
have started to make calls and 
raise awareness with politi-
cians,” said Bill Kohlbrand of 
Wyoming State Forestry.

The meeting, which was 
sponsored by the Save Our 
Black Hills Coalition, attracted 
landowners whose property 
borders Forest Service land, 
but people from all over 

Weston County were drawn to 
the gathering, including a few 
from within Newcastle itself 
and others from outside of the 
county.

“The real purpose was to 
try to get a Wyoming pres-
ence going, and a couple of 
people stepped forward out of 
the meeting, and hopefully we 
can go to Sundance and get 
something moving,” Kohlbrand 
said, noting that the Crook 
County Weed and Pest Office 
is including the beetle epidemic 
as part of a meeting that will 
be held in the basement of the 
courthouse in Sundance this 
week.

While Weston County land-
owners are staring down the 
barrel of an epidemic that has 
already infested 400,000 acres 
of forest, most of which is in 
South Dakota, the situation 
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Wanted: 
Historians By Kim Dean of NLJ

Timing is everything, espe-
cially when a deadly disease is 
robbing you of life. For those 
people whose lives hang by 
a thread, and whose names 
appear on an organ transplant 
list, they fully understand how 
important timing is. When 
that timing and everything 
else falls into place and some-
one gives you the greatest gift 
of all, the gift of life, it’s a pro-
found experience — and one 
that makes you want to express 
your deepest appreciation for 
the second chance you have 
been given.

That’s according to Charles 
Dutcher, for whom serving the 
Lord and helping others, as a 
pastor at Four Corners Country 
Church, is a life he has become 
well known for throughout 
several counties in this area. 

Three years ago his 
health declined due to an 
ailment called pulmonary 
fibrosis, which is a serious 
disease that causes progres-
sive scarring of lung tissue. 
The disease affects both of 
Dutcher’s lungs.

“I don’t have [Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease] or emphysema. I 
have pulmonary fibrosis, it’s a 
lot faster acting disease,” he 
described.

He said a rare from of idio-
pathic pulmonary fibrosis is 
hereditary, and while his is not 

that form, hundreds of factors 
can lead to PF, including 
occupational/environmental 
factors or frequent heartburn 
or Gastroesophageal Reflux 
Disease which can get in the 
lungs and instigate it. 

Other factors listed on 
mayoclinic.com are radiation, 
medications, and medical con-
ditions such as tuberculosis 
and pneumonia, which can 
cause permanent lung damage. 
The most common symptoms 
of PF are shortness of breath 
and a dry cough.

Recently, due to the 
advancement of his disease 
and after a series of tests and 
examinations, Dutcher’s name 

was moved to number one on 
the transplant list, and that’s 
where it remained for two 
months. He had been using 
supplemental oxygen for quite 
some time, and routine tasks 
were becoming more difficult 
for him.

“When you run out of 
oxygen, you get so weak you 
can’t hardly do anything,” he 
told the News Letter Journal.

Doctors told him that this 
particular disease goes in 
plateaus, and Dutcher was 
down to 10 percent oxygen. 
They also told him he was in 
the last plateau headed for the 
last dip.

“Doctors finally told me I 

had days, maybe weeks and 
that was it,” he said.

Then a few days before 
Christmas, Dutcher was sitting 
in his recliner reading a testi-
monial in a lungsRus pamphlet 
about a man who received a 
lung transplant six months 
prior. The article explained 
how he was back to doing most 
of his activities from before 
the transplant, and Dutcher 
recalled saying to himself, 
“Lord, that sure would be 
nice.” The phone rang and it 
was Denver. 

“He said, ‘We have a lung 
for you Mr. Dutcher, do you 
want it?” I said ‘yes’, so off 
we went and here we are,” he 
explained.

Dutcher had a four-hour 
window to get to the University 
of Colorado Hospital in Denver 
on Dec. 23, and Mother Nature 
was prevalent that day in the 
form of an ice storm that 
hindered normal travel condi-
tions.

“With the ice storm, 
you couldn’t get on the 
highways. The Flight for 
Life from Rapid couldn’t get 
here, so we switched to the 
Casper Flight for Life. The 
flight only took an hour and 
five minutes to get there. From 
the time of the phone call to 
arriving at the hospital was six 
hours, so the donor must have 
been kept on life support for a 
short time until I arrived,” 
Dutcher reasoned.

Dutcher’s five-and-a-half-
hour left lung transplant surgery 
began at 6 p.m. on Dec. 23 and 
he woke up in the Intensive 
Care Unit on Christmas 
Eve. Doctors tried to biopsy 
Dutcher’s lung to determine 
the cause of his disease, but 
there was no suitable tissue for 
the test.

“Everything went as smooth 
as glass. The only pain that 
I’ve had is from them cutting 
and stitching, other than that 
there is no pain. I’m doing real 
good. I’m walking one and a 
half miles a day, and I haven’t 
had any supplemental oxygen 
since I’ve been here,” Dutcher 
reported from University of 
Colorado Hospital in Denver.

He knows that his donor 
lung came from a 30-year-old 
male, and that is all the infor-
mation he will have unless the 
family chooses to contact him. 
Dutcher said Colorado has the 
most donors per capita in the 
United States, and that state is 
considering making donation 
mandatory unless you opt out 
on your driver’s license.

“Four or five other states 
have tried this and it didn’t 
pass. They might get the bill 
passed down here in Colorado,” 
he stated.

As a transplant recipient, 
Dutcher said he feels more 
than fortunate. He feels blessed 
to have been given such a gift, 

— See Dutcher, Page 6

Go Dogies!
The Dogie student section adopts their customary pose when a shooter for the home team is at the free-throw line, during 
Friday night's game against Torrington. (Photo by Bob Bonnar/NLJ)

By Kim Dean of NLJ

Weston County’s downtown 
area has experienced a bit of a 
face lift with the recent comple-
tion of two murals painted last 
year on each end of Main Street, 
and while those murals high-
light the area’s rich heritage, 
there is still a lot of work to do 
to preserve that history. At the 
moment, individuals who want 
to become more involved in 
historic preservation efforts in 
the county are needed to serve 
on the Weston County Historic 
Preservation Board.

Lucille Dumbrill, WCHPB 
chairperson, explained that the 
group is a county board that 
represents the county in matters 
of historic preservation and its 
members are appointed by the 
Weston County Commissioners. 
The board meets once a month 
on the third Tuesday at 5 p.m. 
at various locations. Dumbrill 
said the board typically does 
not meet in the summer, but 
will meet whenever an emer-
gency arises.

“We only have six members 
at the present time. We need 7 
to 10, so we could have four 
new members,” she told the 
News Letter Journal.

Dumbrill said she has 
found her time on the board 

— See Beetles, Page 3

Pastor receives the greatest gift in the nick of time

Photo courtesy of Tina Sundstrom

Charles Dutcher and daughter Tina Sundstrom said the 
donor lung he received was the best Christmas gift they 
could ever get.

Legislators get busy in Cheyenne
By Bob Bonnar of NLJ

Representative Hans 
Hunt, R-Newcastle, hasn’t 
seen a lot of bills in his first 
two weeks in the legislature 
that are geared specifically 
to his district, which covers 
southern Weston County, 
in addition to Niobrara 
County and small portions 
of Goshen and Converse counties.

“In the water projects appropriations bill 
that came through the Ag Committee last 
week there was money provided to work 
on the well for the Cambria Improvement 
District, but that’s the only thing that 
stuck out as affecting Newcastle or Weston 

County uniquely,” he told 
the News Letter Journal 
Tuesday.

But that doesn’t mean 
the legislation that has 
been considered by Hunt 
and other legislators in 
the first two weeks of 
the 61st general session 
of the Wyoming State 
Legislature hasn’t been 

important to local voters. 
“There’s plenty of bills out there that 

affect us, just as they do everybody else. 
There’s plenty of social legislation that’s 
gone through that affects everybody,” he 
said.

Hunt reported that he is the co-sponsor 

of a bill that will mean Wyoming will not 
recognize gay marriages from other states, 
but admits that he hasn’t been as vocal on 
the floor of the House as other legislators in 
his first two weeks on the job. 

His counterpart in the Senate, freshmen 
Senator Ogden Driskill, R-Devils Tower, 
however, has been quoted in the statewide 
media for stands he has taken on behalf of 
personal freedoms, including a speech he 
made in opposition to the strengthening of 
the state’s mandatory seat belt law.

“Bills on seat belt laws, concealed carry, 
subdivision fencing, Hathaway Scholarship, 
teacher tenure, teacher merit pay and wind 
energy have had extensive debate, and 

— See Legislature, Page 6

— See Doctors, Page 8

Beetle war finds 
new volunteers

— See Board, Page 6
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Are you tired of being treated like a number? Try banking 
with us. We're hometown people. We believe in first name 
friendly personal service with a hometown touch. When 
you bank with us you can count on professional financial 
service in a relaxed, yet friendly atmosphere. Stop in and 
see us today.

"Are you tired of being treated 
like a number?"

Hometown People Hometown Spirit
may be even more urgent to the 
north, where an outbreak has 
already been detected on Inyan 
Kara Mountain. Kohlbrand 
said the Forest Service recently 
discovered that approximately 
4,400 trees have been infested 
there.

The unexpected outbreak 
on a mountain so far removed 
from the heart of the epidemic 
illustrates the difficulties faced 
by those hoping to battle the 
scourge.

“One of the most telling 
graphic instances is the bug 
spotting done on Inyan Kara. 
When you drive by on the 
highway, you see some red 
patches, but it doesn’t look bad, 
and there are 4,400 infected 
trees in there,” Kohlbrand 
explained.

Unfortunately, the Forest 
Service has decided not to 
attack the bugs on the mountain, 
and that spurred some of the 
anger displayed by those who 
attended last week’s meeting in 
Newcastle.

“The Forest Service has 
decided not to treat due to 
the special management area 
designation and cost,” Darcie 
Henegar, one of the founders 
of the SOBH, told the News 
Letter Journal.

“It would take a revision 
to the Forest Plan to do any-
thing in there,” Kohlbrand said, 
explaining that the guidelines 
presented by the roadless des-
ignation given to the mountain 
dictate that insects and diseases 
should be allowed to run their 
course. That’s more than a bit 
concerning to the private prop-
erty holders who own parcels 
surrounding the 1,300 acres of 
Forest Service land on Inyan 
Kara.

“If you let the beetles get 
momentum, it will affect their 
neighbors,” Kohlbrand said.

“That’s been one of the 
biggest problems. It’s the big 
issue,” Henegar agreed.

Aside from the Inyan Kara 
outbreak, only 2,000 bug 
trees have been discovered in 
Weston and Crook counties 
to this point, and state crews 
have treated 550 of them, but 
according to a Forest Health 

Survey released by the Black 
Hills National Forest last week, 
the rate of advancement of the 
bark beetle infestation doubled 
from 2009 to 2010. In 2009, 
there were 22,000 new acres 
identified, but in 2010 the 
number of new acres infested 
was up to 44,000.

“The leading edge of the 
infestation is just coming into 
Wyoming, and we’re trying 
to be proactive with the little 
patches before we have huge 
red patches on the hillside. We 
want to get ahead of the game 
before the beetles get a head 
start,” Kohlbrand indicated.

The Forest Service indicated 
in a press release that they are 
focusing their efforts on thinning 
and removing newly infested 
trees in the ‘green forest,’ areas 
that haven’t been overcome by 
the beetle already.

“We are being very aggres-
sive in our efforts to remove 
trees killed by the bark beetle 
to stop the spread and to reduce 
the risk of falling trees and fire 
to people and communities,” 
said Craig Bobzien, Black Hills 
National Forest supervisor. 
“There is still much work to be 
done and we will use every tool 
we have. We are doing all we 
can and working with others to 
do even more.”

Henegar said that if the 
effects of the epidemic are to be 
limited in Wyoming, it will take 
more than the Forest Service to 
turn back the tide.

“You can’t just leave the 
Forest Service up to making 
sure this is successful on their 
own. Landowners have to get 
involved in the treatment,” she 
urged. “I don’t think people 
realize the magnitude of this. 
There will be so much more 
visible by next summer, and it’s 
critical to treat trees now.”

Gene Norman, a for-
ester with Neimann Timber 
Company and the co-founder of 
SOBH, agreed that the situation 
requires an urgent response, 
and suggests that the possible 
damage people of the area will 
suffer goes beyond the loss of 
timber and scenery.

“You want to catch these 
patches when they’re small, 

and we’ve got choices to make 
on priorities of which areas we 
want to save first. It’s going 
to take everybody working 
together. When we lose these 
trees, we’re also losing the pro-
duction of oxygen, storage of 
carbon, and watershed protec-
tion. That’s hard to put a price-
tag on, but you need to take 
those values into consideration 
as well,” Norman said.

The group is hoping that 
by raising awareness among 
residents, they will increase the 
pressure on elected officials, 
who will then help remove 
some of the bureaucratic red 
tape they believe is slowing the 
response to the epidemic.

“We’ve been through the 
bug cycle before, and bureau-
cracy has slowed down the 
reaction to previous epidemics, 
and we’re reliving our past 
again,” Kohlbrand said.

Norman said a decrease in 
the amount of timber harvested 
in the past couple of decades 
has contributed to the rapid 
spread of the beetles, in addi-
tion to increasing the danger 
of catastrophic wildfires in the 
Black Hills.

“The timber is growing faster 
than we’ve been harvesting, 
and we’ve been protecting the 
growth from fires and bugs, and 
now we’ve got a situation with 
a whole bunch of overstocked 
stands that need to be treated,” 
Norman said, indicating that 
last year the amount of board 
feet that grew in the Black Hills 
was 50 million more than what 
was harvested.

Henegar said that at present, 
however, the focus needs to be 
on stopping the beetle, and not 
on what led to its proliferation.

“We need to come to a 
consensus. We’re not trying 
to make anybody wrong or 
anybody right. We’re trying to 
get people on the same page 
and committed to doing some-
thing about it, so we’re trying 
to host educational forums and 
seminars wherever the public 
shows an interest,” she said.

Henegar can be contacted 
at 746-3322 and Norman can 
be reached at 746-3360 or 605-
391-0287.

Beetles from page 1 ............................................................................................................................................

How to spot ‘em, how to stop ‘em
By Bob Bonnar of NLJ

“You look for patches of 
old red trees as a place to 
start from. Typically, the bugs 
will infest a tree close to the 
last tree they were in, and 
evidence of woodpeckers is 
another thing that will draw 
your eye,” Wyoming State 
Forester Bill Kohlbrand said 
when asked how people can 
tell if trees on their property 
have been infested by the 
mountain pine beetle.

He also indicated that pitch tubes and boring 
dust will be evident on and around trees that have 
been hit by the beetle, and said the bugs leave a 
blue stain in the wood under the bark of the tree 
because of a fungus they carry that is actually one 
of the things that results in the tree’s death.

Unfortunately, once a tree has been infested, 
there isn’t anything that can be done to save it.

“Once that tree is turning red, it is already 
dead, and has been for months,” Kohlbrand 
told the News Letter Journal. Other beetles can 
kill trees as well, but Kohlbrand said that trees 
killed by the mountain pine beetle will generally 
change color in June or July. If that is happening 
on your land, the time to respond is now.

“We picked up $50,000 of bug money that can 
be used for direct control or thinning and man-
agement, and we’ve already obligated $17,000 of 
that,” Kohlbrand said.

State Forestry has been able to provide funds 
to help property owners with bug and fire preven-
tion, but Kohlbrand said the number of resources 

available is limited, and he 
urges people to contact his 
agency quickly if they want 
help to prevent the epidemic 
from spreading to their land.

“When that money is gone, 
we’re on our own, and there 
isn’t going to be enough cost-
share money to go around, but 
at some time we’re going to 
have to get some work done, 
whether the government is 
helping or not,” he remarked.

While his agency hopes 
to encourage landowners to 

move quickly to prepare their property for the 
beetles that are sure to come, he said the effort 
to do so is also being slowed by a lack of people 
available who can do the work required.

“Most of the large contractors are busy on 
Forest Service land doing urgent removal work, 
so private landowners are kind of on their own. 
They have to find an independent logger, one of 
the smaller contractors, or do the work on their 
own,” he lamented.

That means it is doubly important for those 
who want to do something about the beetle to act 
with urgency. While the local epidemic has been 
largely restricted to South Dakota at present, 
the beetle has devastated most of the forests in 
Wyoming already, and Kohlbrand said attempts 
have to be made to keep the same thing from 
happening here.

“The Big Horns and the Black Hills are the 
only green forests in the state, and the whole idea 
of this effort is to be aggressive now, and eventu-
ally the bugs will fall off,” he indicated.

SPONSORED BY NEWS LETTER JOURNAL

3RD GRADE: JAKE DEVERAUX

4TH GRADE: ALYSSA HOUSER

5TH GRADE: BAILEY LACEY

NEWCASTLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GOOD CITIZENS OF JANUARY

Our third grade Good Citizen is an exemplary student and gentleman. 
He greets the day with an attitude of “let’s get to work.” Doing his work 
to the best of his ability makes him a role model we all need to emulate. 
Each day I am encouraged by his constant kind and caring personality. 
he is never concerned about himself but wants to make those around him 
happy. He is a genuine gentleman beyond his years.
This student offers to help before he can be asked and is always 
conscious of what needs to be done. Extra trips to the “big” building, in 
bad weather, don’t even phase him. He makes good choices and never 
complains when things aren’t always fair.
Everyone thinks of this young man as a friend, and they know he will 
listen whether working in the classroom or playing on the playground. 
He knows that hard work is a part of life. Also, that to be successful a 
person must stay focused and practice without complaining.
I respect this young cowboy and we are proud to share third grade with 
him. What a wonderful life Jake Deveraux is going to experience and 
we wish him the best as he reaches his goals and lifelong dreams.

The January Good Citizen possesses many enviable qualities that make 
her stand out as we enter the new year. She is a quiet leader through 
example, as she completes her work on time, and always checks to 
make sure she is caught up. She is an outstanding listener, whether it 
be a classmate or adult who is speaking. She gives well-thought-out 
answers and is a great class contributor in all areas. She never misses a 
beat when there is a task to be accomplished, and she is willing to help 
anyone who needs it.
This student is also a great volunteer and sometimes makes me wonder 
if she can read minds. She helps get out supplies before class starts and 
helps clean up after. She has an infectious smile that lights up a room, 
and a positive attitude that is also catching. She is one of the fi rst to ask 
questions if she doesn’t understand and her explanations help others 
around her better their understanding. She is down to earth and pleasant 
to be around as she makes her way around the school, and we are 
happy to have her stop in our room this year. Congratulations Alyssa 
Houser, our fourth-grade Good Citizen of January.

The Good Citizen from our family in Room 149 is a young lady that 
stands for everything good in life. She is gentle, compassionate, and 
a true friend. She always greets me every morning with a smile and a 
story. Then she proceeds to welcome her classmates with enthusiasm 
and twinkling eyes. Her warm personality melts the cold winter days with 
a force greater than the summer sun.
Academically, this student gives it 110% every day of the week. She is a 
responsible learner and conquers even the fi ercest of tasks with the heart 
of a lion. Her “can-do” attitude is contagious as she beacons others 
down the path of knowledge. Whether at the front of the pack or at the 
end, her hands are always out ready to assist those in need.
To you she may just seem like an ordinary fi fth-grade girl, but to us she 
is much, much more. She is a Good Citizen in every imaginable way, 
and we are blessed to have her on our learning journey. Congratulations 
Bailey Lacey! You are a genuine Good Citizen!

GOOD CITIZENS

Auditions
Open to children in 

Kindergarten - 12th Grade

Monday,
January 31st

at 4 p.m. in the
Crouch Auditorium

Performances will be 
Saturday, Februray 5th

at 3 & 7 p.m.
Brought to you by Ponderosa Community 
Theatre and Missoula Children’s Theatre

Please call 746-8320 with any questions

Photo from U.S. Forest Service

The mountain pine beetle is 
responsible for the loss of thou-
sands of acres of forest in the 
Black Hills.

News Letter Journal photos are for sale! 
Check them out at

www.newslj.com
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• ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH:
Rev. Norm Brotzman, 216 S. Seneca, 
746-2249. Call to Worship 9:30 am; 
Children's Church during Call to 
Worship; Faith Rally Sunday 6 pm.

• BAHA’I FAITH: Firesides (Open 
to All) 1st & 3rd Fridays 7:30 pm at 15 
Skyview Dr; 2nd & 4th Fridays 7:30 
pm and Sunday Devotions 11 am both 
at 3345 Stirrup. 746-3626.

• CAMBRIA COMMUNITY 
CHURCH: Pastor Dave Allen, 19 
Stampede St. 756-2560. Sunday 
School 9:15 am; Worship 10:30 am; 
Wednesday Bible Study 6 pm

• CHRIST CHURCH EPISCOPAL:
The Rev. Joel Dingman, S. Summit 
& Winthrop Streets, 746-9684. Adult 
Bible Study 9am; Service 10 am. 1st 
& 3rd Sunday, Morning Prayer; 2nd & 
4th Sunday, Eucharist.

• CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN 
CHURCH: Pastor John Hopper, 224 
West Road, West of Dow Park, 746-
2415. Sunday Worship 9 am.

• CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS: Bishop 
Bob Webb, 120 Ash, 746-4131. 
Sunday Sacrament Meeting 9 am; 
Sunday School 10:20 am; Relief 
Society & Priesthood Mtg 11:15 am.

• CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC 
CHURCH: Father Phil Wagner, 19 
W. Winthrop, 746-4219. Sunday Mass 
8 am; Saturday Mass 5 pm; Weekday 
Mass 8 am.

• COUNTRY CHURCH: Four 
Corners, Pastor Bill Haley, 746-9712, 
and Charles Dutcher, 746-3235. 
Worship 11 am.

• FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Pastor 
Gary Anderson, 903 S. Summit, 746-
2188. Bible Study 9 am; Worship 
Service 10:30 am; Teaching Service 6 
pm; Wednesday Service 6:30 pm.

• FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH:
Pastor Lynn Schleicher, 301 
Delaware, 746-9663. Sunday School 
9:45 am; Worship 10:45 am; Prayer 
Service 5 pm, Christian Academy.

• FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH: Pastor Paul Holland, 23 
N. Seneca, 746-4119. Adult Sunday 
School 8:45 am; Children's Sunday 
School 9 am; Church Service 10 am; 
Nursery care available. 

• GATEWAY FELLOWSHIP: Pastor 
Jon Andersen, Evangelical Free 
Church meets at the Weston County 
Senior Services; Sunday School 9:30 
am; Worship 11 am. Call 746-8091.

• KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES: 5018 
US Hwy 16, 746-2319 or 746-4517. 
Tuesday Theocratic Ministry School 
7:30 pm; Thursday Bookstudy 7:30 
pm; Service Meeting 8:20 pm; Sunday 
Public Talk 10 am; Watchtower 11 
am.

• NEWCASTLE FOURSQUARE 
CHURCH: Pastor Mick Bohn, 1525 S. 
Summit, 746-3618. Sunday Worship 
10 am; Wednesday Night Prayer.

• NEW LIFE FELLOWSHIP: Pastor 
Wayne Wilson, meets at Black Gold 
Realty Building, 1517 W. Main, 746-
5542. Sunday Worship 10 am.

• OSAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH:
348 Sheridan St. Osage, 465-2341. 
Sunday School 10 am; Worship 11 am 
and 6 pm.

• SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST:
Pastor Bill Davis, 78 Old Hwy 85, 746-
3504 or 660-7057. Saturday Sabbath 
School 9:30 am; Worship 11:20 am.

• ST. ANTHONY'S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH: Father Phil Wagner, 
Upton. Sunday Mass 10 am.

• VICTORY NEW TESTAMENT 
CHURCH: Rev. Theodore L. Halls, 
414 Pine, 746-4366.

• UPTON UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH: Pastor Joe Spencer, 834 
Pine, Upton, 468-9302. Sunday School 
9 am; Worship 10:30 am; Children’s 
Church & Nursery are available; 1st & 
3rd Wed Evenings Prayer and Praise 
Service 7 pm.

Sharon’s Home 
Health Care
Sharon Kanode, RN

Owner/Director

Treasured
Memories

Hospice &
Palliative Care

Toll Free:
1-800-457-6834

Arrow
Service

"We Deliver"
468-2340, Upton

24 North Sumner
746-4411 or 1-888-788-2892

website: www.fsbnewcastle.com
333 W. Main St., Newcastle

746-2700 or 746-4302

746-2487
P.O. Box 760

Newcastle, WY 

Weston County

Home Center
Help is just around the corner

326 W. Main St.
746-4891

Flowers
&

Things

730 S. Seneca
746-4002

Rumney
Accounting

Ray & Betty Rumney
23303 US Hwy 85 N

Newcastle, WY
307-746-2509

Kiesling
Oil

Since 1927

Our Employees Support 
Weston County

923 Grieves Rd. • 746-3517

Farm Bureau Insurance
360 W. Main

746-4471

Salt Creek
Vet Clinic

We take care of your pets
5362 US Hwy 16

746-4995

CLT
Flooring & Furnishings

1600 W. Main
746-3335

This page is made possible by these civic-minded sponsors ~ They deserve your support

746-9391
219 W. Main Street
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First United Methodist Church invites you to find 

out WWJD – What WoulD Jesus Do? and listen 
to the sermon “Attitude Adjustment” which is part 

of a What WoulD Jesus Do? series of sermons.
If you have wondered What WoulD Jesus Do?,

come and see what answers you find.

  Sunday Service
  Jan. 30 at 10 a.m.

  Nursery care available.

Good Deed Citizens of
Newcastle Elementary School

Left to Right: Adrionna Jerry, Alexis Merchen,
Christina Hadlock, Collin Dudzinski, 

Mr. Cass, Gavin Roady.
Sponsored by News Letter Journal

Send your 
notices for 
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births, 

weddings, 
and 

engagements, 
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WILLIAM HENRY ‘BILL’ WATERSON
March 21, 1926–Jan. 23, 2011

William Henry “Bill” Waterson, 84, of Spearfish, 
died Jan. 23, 2011, at Spearfish Regional Hospital.

Visitation will be noon until 
9 p.m. on Wednesday at the 
Kinkade Funeral Chapel in 
Sturgis, S.D.

Funeral services will be held 
at 1 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 27, at 
the Immanuel Lutheran Church 
in Whitewood with Pastor David 
Baier officiating. Inurnment will 
be in the Whitewood Cemetery.

Bill was born March 21, 
1926, at Owanka, S.D., to William H. Sr. and 
Maude (Felton) Waterson. The family lived in 
Connecticut before returning to South Dakota and 
living in Lakeside and then the Whitewood/St. 
Onge area. Bill graduated from Whitewood High 
School. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, and riding 
broncs in his younger years.

On March 25, 1945, Bill married Frieda 
Vainio at Sturgis.

Bill worked for a creamery in St. Onge and the 
Fairmont Creamery in Rapid City before joining 
Homestake as a miner. At the same time he also 
worked as an aide at Ft. Meade and spent time 
working in the timber. After 14 years of mining, 
he started working in construction which led to 
a plumbing career. He started in Spearfish and in 
1972, he worked for Black Hills Plumbing and 
Heating in Newcastle for 10 years. He then started 
his own plumbing business which he worked until 
his retirement in 1987. 

Bill managed apartments in Spearfish and 
also enjoyed working on the gaming floor of the 
Silverado in Deadwood where he could socialize. 
During his retirement he had more time to fish, 
hunt, bowl, and take Frieda to Deadwood for social-

izing Tin Lizzie style.
Survivors include his wife, Frieda Waterson, 

Spearfish; son, James (Becky) Waterson, Wright; 
daughter, Vera (Richard) Huber, Newcastle; son-
in-law, Dwight Vander Vorste, Royal City, Wash.; 
daughter-in-law, Tara Waterson, Ft. Peck, Mont.; 
one brother, George (Caroline) Waterson, St. Onge; 
12 grandchildren; and 22 great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his son, David 
Waterson; daughter, Shirley Vander Vorste; and one 
grandson, Timothy.

A memorial has been established to the Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Whitewood.

Condolences may be sent to the family at www.
kinkadefunerals.com.

JEAN MARIE BENSHOOF
April 30, 1940–Jan. 17, 2011

Jean Marie (Carr) Benshoof, 70, passed 
away on Jan. 17, 2011. She was born on April 
30, 1940, in Newcastle. 

As a 14-year resident of Klamath Falls, 
Ore., Jean co-owned and operated A.J.B. Inc./
Lee’s Refrigeration with her husband of 51 
years, Lee Benshoof.

Survivors include her husband, Lee; two 
sons, Mark (Lynda) of Lake Havasu, Ariz., and 
Scott (Tuesday) of Las Vegas, Nev.; along with 
two grandsons, Taylor and Lance (Sherri) and 
two great-granddaughters, Macie and Samara, 
all of Tacoma,Wash. Additional survivors 
include her mother, Evelyn Carr, of Casper; 
sisters, Myra (Richard) Galligan of Denver, 
Colo., and Elaine (Baron) Burns of Lake 
Montezuma, Ariz.; and a brother, Kenneth 
(Cheryl) Carr of Casper.

Jean was preceded in death by father, 
Myron Carr, her brother, James Carr, and her 
sister, Betty Jo Carr, all of Newcastle.

No local services are scheduled.

Kindergarten Parents/Guardians
The Newcastle Elementary K-2 School would 
like you to contact their office by Friday, 
February 11, 2011, and pre-register your 
child for Kindergarten. This preliminary 
information will help us keep you informed 
about future developments concerned with 
your child’s Kindergarten career.

If your son or daughter’s fifth birthday is on or 
before September 15th, and you wish to have 
him or her enter Kindergarten this next year, 
please call the school office at 746-2717
and ask for Renee. At this time we will sign 
your child up for Kindergarten Screening 
which will be held at the end of April.

Michelle R. Brandt and Kyle R. Nagle were united in marriage 
on Friday, Dec. 3, 2010, in Montego Bay, Jamaica, at Rose Hall 
Inn Beach Resort, in an early evening wedding on the beach, 
with family and friends in attendance. 
Michelle is the daughter of Dan and Debra Brandt of Rapid 
City, S.D. She graduated from Black Hills State University 
with a degree in Psychology, and also attended Sheridan 
College Nursing School and received certification as a reg-
istered nurse. Michelle works for Eating Recovery Center 
in Denver as an RN. Kyle is the son of Robert Nagle and 
Becky Nagle-Vodopich of Newcastle. He attended Western 
Dakota Tech, Rapid City, and earned a degree in Industrial 
Electronics, attended the University of Wyoming, Sheridan 
College and now CU-Denver, pursuing a degree in Business 
Marketing. He is employed by State Farm Insurance as an 
account representative. The couple resides in Littleton, Colo.

Brandt - Nagle
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William 
Waterson

Vision clinic set 
for Jan. 27 at 
senior center

Ginny Chidsey, consultant 
for the visually impaired, and 
the local Low-Vision Support 
Group are sponsoring a work-
shop Jan. 27 at 1 p.m. in the 
Michaels room at Weston 
County Senior  Center located 
at 627 Pine Street. The work-
shop is open to anyone with 
a vision problem or with a 
family member who has a 
vision problem. 
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100 years ago – Jan. 27, 1911
The difference between an optimist and a pessimist is that the 

optimist sees only the doughnut while the pessimist sees nothing 
but the hole in it.

The people of Buckhorn vicinity may boast of their doctor, 
but we of the North Timber take no “back seat,” but claim one 
of the profession. A chiropodist is a handy person to have in 
the neighborhood.

Chas. L. Dimmock and Miss Myrtle E. May were united in the 
holy bonds of matrimony at Sundance. On return to Cold Creek a 
crowd of friends and neighbors took them by surprise and made 
the evening a pleasant one by dancing. Every gentleman in the 
house danced with the bride and the ladies all danced with he 
groom. At midnight a nice luncheon was served.

Fred Williams, the “Rawleigh” man, was in this neck of the 
woods this week. His coming was heralded by the merry jingle 
of bells, and next seen was a big fur coat and robe, from which 
emerged the pleasant face and jolly smile of the “medicine man.”

The various lodges of the city have this week moved their 
outfits to the new lodge hall in the Nichols block.

The little 4-month-old child of Mr. and Mrs. A.R. Fox of 
Osage died last Sunday, and on Monday, the body was shipped 
to this place and interred in Greenwood Cemetery.

 
75 years ago – 

week ending Jan. 31, 1936
There have been 27,967 modernization and repair jobs on 

homes and business buildings in Wyoming during the past 12 
months; 534 homes and buildings were improved in Newcastle.

Even though the Newcastle Dogies lost a game to the Gillette 
Camels last Saturday night 34 to 19, Coach Mann and his squad 
are filled with optimism and are feeling that they are going in the 
best of condition for the Sheridan Bronc game here tonight.

In one of the fastest, cleanest and hardest fought basketball 
games witnessed in northeastern Wyoming for several seasons, 
Coach Nelson’s crack Upton Bobcat team mauled the Buffalo 
Bison and nailed their hide to the fence by the score of 43 to 23 
last night at Upton.

Red Owl has Maxwell Coffee at 27 cents a pound.

With a crowd of Dogie fans near the frenzy stage during 
the last three minutes of play, Kirkpatrick, fast-breaking 
center, scored a setup to break the 21 to 21 deadlock and sent 
the Sheridan Broncs to a one-point defeat here last night.

Cowboy R.L. Nelson headed toward his home at Ross with 
a disputed title of world champion bulldogger in his posses-
sion yesterday.

One of the oldest license plates to be submitted to the Daily 
News Letter-Journal office was brought in by Willis Hinz of 
Oil Creek. The plate bore the license number 2613 and was 
issued before the counties in Wyoming were numbered. It is 
estimated that the plate is about a 1913 license.

The Custer Wildcats clawed their way to a 32 to 20 victory 
here last night over the Newcastle Dogies.

The Newcastle girls town team walloped the Rapid Girls, 
39 to 18, in a fast game at Rapid City, S.D., Tuesday.

 
50 years ago – Jan. 26, 1961

With the win over St. Mary’s of Cheyenne Saturday night, 
46 to 39, the Dogies now have a seven-game winning streak. 
The game also marked the halfway point in this year’s bas-
ketball season.

Secretary of the Interior Fred A. Seaton recently com-
mended Harry T. Thorson for “his assistance on the National 
Petroleum Council in performing a valuable service to the 
government of the United States,” and in recognition reap-
pointed him to serve on the Council again this coming year.

A total of $3,900 was awarded the Knox Amusement Corp. 
for land and damages in a highway condemnation case heard 
Monday and Tuesday in district court. The jury awarded the 
drive-in movie firm $1,850 for the value of .41 acre and 
$2,050 for damages to the remaining portion.

At a quiet ceremony performed in Rapid City, S.D., on 
Jan. 17, Miss Leann Pauline Toppenberg became the bride of 
Charles L. Dutcher. Miss Toppenberg is the daughter of Mrs. 
H.S. Mendenhall of Newcastle and the groom is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth Dutcher, also of Newcastle.

A special meeting of the Jaycee Janes will be held Jan. 31 to 
plan for a spring style show.

Some Time Ago
Life in Weston 
County’s Past

At the stop light • 746-4631

2.59

4.19

4.19

Weston County Homeland Security
Office would like to thank RENEW

staff and clients for their assistance 
with our yearly mailing.

Your work is greatly 
appreciated.

Tatt 2 Ron’s
        Pains& Pleasures

Passion Pleasure Gift Party
Find that “Special” Gift

For that “Special” Someone
at the Valentines 
Passion Pleasure

Gift Party

Saturday,
Feb. 12th

7 p.m.
at the

Ironhorse Saloon
222 W. Main St.

brought to 
you by

218 W Main • 746-3116 • Must have ID
Mon - Sat 10 - 9 p.m. • Sunday 12 - 6 p.m.

Adult novelties, 
games, and

gift bags

Best Massage
by Susan

941-0902 • Now Located in Something Healthy 20 years experience

•All Types ofMassage $30/hr

•Rain Drop Therapy $45/hr

•Specializing inLa Stone Therapy

See Susan! 900 S. Summit • 746-4884

Delo 400LE
15W40

We Do

Diesel

834 S. Summit • 746-2176
Wed, Thurs 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Friday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Closed
Monday

Meetings & Events
Calendar
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DATE 	 TIME	 EVENT	 LOCATION
Jan. 27	 7:45 a.m.	 Breast Cancer Resources Focus Group	 W.C. Senior Center 
	 8:30 a.m.	 TOPS (weight loss)	 Basement, Methodist Church
	 10:15 a.m.	Non-Denominational Bible Study	 W.C. Senior Center
	 10:30 a.m.	WBHLI Committee Meeting	 Antlers Restaurant
	 11:45 a.m.	W.C.H.S. Foundation	 Board Room
	 1 p.m.	 Low Vision Work Shop	 W.C. Senior Center
	 7 p.m.	 W.C.H.S 	 Borad Room
Jan. 28	 11:30 a.m.	W.C. Library Board 	 W.C. Library
	 7 p.m.	 Dance Music by Western Ramblers	 W.C. Senior Center
	 7 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 W.C. Senior Center
	 7:30 p.m.	 Bingo	 VFW Hall
Jan. 29	 8 a.m.	 Chamber Board Regular/Planning	 Newcastle Country Club
Jan. 30	 2 p.m. 	 Cambria String Band	 Crouch Auditorium
	 2 p.m.	 W.C. Sportsman Club	 Trap Range
	 4 p.m.	 Bingo 	 Corpus Christi Church
	 7 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 W.C. Senior Center
Jan. 31	 4 p.m.	 Missoula Children's Theatre Auditions	 Crouch Auditorium
	 7 p.m 	 ALANON (746-9791)	 Mondell Heights
	 8 p.m.	 AA Meeting (746-9791)	 W.C.H.S. Dining Room
Feb. 2	 5 p.m.	 W.C. Sportsman Club	 Trap Range
	 7 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 W.C. Senior Center
Feb. 3	 8:30 a.m.	 TOPS (weight loss)	 Basement, Methodist Church
	 10:15 a.m.	Non-Denominational Bible Study	 W.C. Senior Center
	 7 p.m.	 W.C. Museum District	 Anna Miller Museum
	 7 p.m.	 VFW Post 2516 & Auxiliary	 VFW Hall

Jan. 27: 
Larry Butts, 
Tom Sylte, 
Daniel McMahon
Jan. 28: 
Donna Mann 
Jan. 29: 
Hunter Taylor, 
Shaylee Curren
Jan. 30: 
Tom Murphy, 
Cheryl Gulley, 
Tyson Pehringer  
Jan. 31: 
Alan Harley, 
Isaac Comstock, 
Mary Alice Petersen 
Feb. 1: 
Les Butts, 
Lorraine Currey, 
Kevin Stanton 
Feb. 2: 
Rhonda Purviance, 
Mark Sylte

What’s Up      

The Bird Cage Theatrics Company of Newcastle is proud to 
announce the cast for its April production of “A Little Murder 
Never Hurt Anybody.” Each of the six roles will be played by 
Newcastle residents, and rehearsals have commenced.  

Doug Hudson plays Matthew Perry, the would-be eliminator of 
his dear wife, Julia. The role of the savvy Mrs. Perry was awarded 
to Deb Piana. Serving as the Perry’s coniving butler, Buttram, is 
Marv Proctor. Tanya Reed takes the stage as the dim-witted and 
deeply shallow daughter, Bunny. Her less than brilliant but deeply 
devoted fiancé will be played by Stephen West. Left to sort out the 
puzzling absence of clues at the Perry mansion is Jimmy Long as 
the nearly competent crime detective, Plotnik.  

The Bird Cage is also pleased to announce its technical staff 
for the production. Local artisan Wilbur Lease brings many years 
of multi-dimensional handiwork to the position of set designer and 
master carpenter. Lease is assisted by technical director Wayne 
Sack, himself an accomplished jack-of-all-trades. The wardrobe 

mistress is Dana Tysdal, assisted by Vicky Hayman. 
Other technical positions remain available. The Bird Cage 

Theatrics Company emphasizes the collaborative aspect of the 
theatre arts. Accordingly, all who are interested are heartily 
encouraged to participate. No one will be turned away.  

“A Little Murder Never Hurt Anyone” is a highly acclaimed 
two-act comedy that will run four consecutive dates beginning 
Wednesday, April 6, through Saturday, April 9. The show will 
be played at the fellowship hall of the Newcastle First United 
Methodist Church. A cabaret fare will be offered on Wednesday 
and Thursday evenings during the run. Cabaret will also be offered 
during the matinee on Saturday afternoon. Dinner theater will be 
available on Friday and Saturday evenings, April 8 and 9.  

To obtain information, or to volunteer assistance to the produc-
tion, contact the Bird Cage Theatrics Company representatives, 
Dorothy Brown, 746-4056, Paula Armold, 746-2021, or Shane 
Sellers, 629-1373.

New theatre group announces cast members

Jenkins, Keierleber 
qualify at Northwest

Northwest College named 451 to its 2010 
fall semester honor rolls, including local 
students Mark Keierleber of Newcastle and 
Sierra Jenkins of Upton, who were both listed 
on the Vice Presidents Honor Roll.

Students qualifying for the Vice Presidents 
Honor Roll must complete at least 12 semester 
hours of college-level coursework with a 
minimum grade point average of 3.50 on a 
4.0 scale.

Northwest College is a two-year, residen-
tial college offering transfer and technical 
programs of study that blend traditional arts 
and sciences with emerging technologies.

Suess-Baker makes the grade
Salina Suess-Baker is included on a the 

list of Gillette College students named to the 

fall 2010 semester honor rolls.  
For full-time students to earn a place on 

the President’s Honor Roll, they must main-
tain full-time enrollment by completing 12 
or more college-level credit hours with letter 
grades of A or S and a semester GPA of 4.0 
for all classes. Credits counted in S graded 
classes may not exceed one credit.

Students named to EWC honor rolls
Eastern Wyoming College announced the 

honor rolls for the Fall 2010 semester, and 
five Newcastle residents were among the 223 
students receiving recognition for achieving 
high scholastic achievement.

Tanya Jingleski, Amanda Nissen, Tracey 
Schuessler, Amber Vandersnick and Jeanette 
Wermers were all named to the Associate 
Dean’s Honor Roll.

The Associate Dean’s Honor Roll rec-

ognizes those students who have at least six 
credit hours but not more than twelve with a 
grade point average of 3.5 or higher.

Eight Weston County 
students named

The University of Wyoming lists eight 
students from Weston County on the 2010 
fall semester President’s Honor Roll. They 
are Stephanie L. Baldwin, Cami J. Clarke, 
KC Ertman, Juliann Marie Terry and Kendra 
L. Wright of Newcastle, Tucker Wayne 
Hamilton of Osage and Ayme N. Ahrens and 
Mikala D. Crain of Upton.

The President’s Honor Roll consists of 
regularly enrolled undergraduates who earned 
a 4.0 grade point average for the semester. To 
be eligible, students must have been enrolled 
for a minimum of 12 credit hours taken for 
letter grades.

Accomplishments  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                             
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Sloppy Joes & Chips
$1.00 off Domestic Beer

 Plus Shot Specials!

Bring your favorite side dish to share!

and he shared some of his thoughts for those 
considering checking the donor box while in 
a driver’s license office.

“If you have real good health, it is the most 
wonderful gift you can give to anyone, the gift of 
life, whether it’s heart, lungs, kidneys — any life-
saving organ. The people who receive a donated 
organ are very appreciative of it,” he assured.

Dutcher said he will be in Denver for two full 
months, and he may possibly get to come home 
in March. 

“I have to stay close in case there are any 
issues. It’s been one month and I haven’t had 
any. I’m taking all kinds of anti-rejection medica-
tions. Right now they are weaning me off it, but 
some of it I will take the rest of my life. They are 
trying to find the lowest dose possible to protect 
my other organs,” he said. 

Dutcher will have to avoid being around others 
who have colds and viruses, and he will wear a 
mask in heavy public settings for added protec-
tion.

“If I go in a restaurant I can take it off to eat. I 
wore a mask for the first 30 days here. I have no 
diet restrictions and I can exercise as much as I 
want,” he remarked.

The University of Colorado Hospital is ranked 

among the top research hospitals in the nation and 
has performed more than 450 lung transplants 
since 1991, according to their website, uch.edu. 
Dutcher said the hospital is treating 200 lung 
transplant recipients, some for up to 18 years. 
Approximately 1,625 lung transplants were per-
formed in the United States in 2009, according to 
transplantliving.org.

When asked if his new lung felt like a 
Christmas gift since the timing coincided with 
the holiday, he replied, “It was as good as you 
could get.”

“I think God had a hand in it, being a pastor 
and everything. He’s apparently got a few more 
things for me to do. It’s kind of nice to have a 
second chance on life. You can fix the mistakes 
you’ve made and do the things you haven’t 
had a chance to that you still want to do. I’ve 
been thinking about it a lot actually,” Dutcher 
professed.

He said the cards he’s received have filled 
a suitcase, and he is thankful for all of the prayers 
and cards, and for everyone just thinking about 
him.

The first thing he plans to do when he gets 
back to Newcastle, he said, is “probably just go 
to church.”

to be most interesting, and 
she learns something new at 
every single meeting about the 
history of the area. The board 
can obtain grant funding and 
works with the State Historic 
Preservation office to do so.

Current projects are pres-
ervation work on the oldest 
cabin at Mallo Camp, and a 
survey being conducted of the 
Newcastle residential district 
which includes both sides of 
Summit Avenue.

The group took the lead 
in the past couple of years 
in securing a listing for 
Newcastle’s downtown on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places.

“We had a survey, and we 
were instrumental in getting 
the downtown on the National 

Register of Historic Places. 
I think that’s a big thing 
for Newcastle,” Dumbrill 
observed.

The board continually 
works on conducting surveys 
of historical places in Weston 
County, which are placed on a 
list and stored at the museum. 
With so much history in the 
area, there’s a significant 
amount of work involved, 
and the group hopes to attract 
more members so they can 
accomplish more.

“It’s fun learning about 
these places. It’s a joy to 
learn about them and collect 
information. We’d like to 
have a larger group so we can 
expand our list. We’re hoping 
also that if people have 100-
year-old ranches, we’d like to 

get them included on the state 
project, at the State Historic 
Preservation office,” Dumbrill 
professed.

She believes anyone would 
enjoy serving on the board, 
and Dumbrill stressed that you 
don’t have to be a professional 
to serve on it. Interested indi-
viduals should write a letter 
stating their desire to serve 
on the board and deliver it 
to County Clerk Mamie 
Krank.

“We have achieved a lot for 
the few members we have,” 
Dumbrill boasted. 

She can be reached at 746-
2248 for more information. 
Other WCHPB members are 
Fran Lehman, Clara Varner, 
Alice Tratebas, Mary Capps 
and Nancy Andersen.

Dutcher from page 1........................................................................................................................................

Board from page 1...................................................................................................................................................

I have been an active participant,” 
Driskill stated.

He reports that he has also co-spon-
sored a bill that would put the right to 
hunt, fish and trap into the Wyoming 
Constitution, one that would seek 
the repeal of Obamacare, a measure 
dealing with immigration issues and 
another that would eliminate the rare 
and uncommon designation of land 
from Wyoming Statutes.

Representative Mark Semlek, R-
Moorcroft, is also a sponsor of the last 
bill, but in his report to local voters 
this week he focused largely on educa-
tion issues and those bills that have 
come before the House Agriculture 
Committee, which he chairs.

“The bill action in the House 
Agriculture Committee last week 
included a do not pass vote by the 
committee members with the raw milk  
and the Wyoming Food Freedom Act. 
The proposals in the bill would have 
allowed the sale of unpasteurized milk 
through “herd share” arrangements 
and the sale of meat from producers to 
informed end consumers. The concern 
with both bills was primarily one of 
consumer health safety and the prin-
cipal concern with the food freedom 
act was the potential loss of our state 
meat inspection system to a federal 
inspection program. Wyoming cur-
rently has no federal meat inspection 
plants,” he explained.

Semlek said the Wyoming Beef 
Council fee collection bill, which 

would allow the beef council to collect 
an additional fee for the promotion of 
products beyond the one collected for 
the federal beef check-off program, will 
be heard in the House Ag Committee 
this week.

As Semlek predicted before the 
start of the session, education issues 
have dominated debate in the House 
through the first couple of weeks of 
the session, and Hunt said he offered 
his perspective as somebody who 
graduated from high school only four 
years ago when the House discussed 

a measure to allow students to use 
performing arts or vocational courses 
as an alternative to the foreign lan-
guage requirement for the Hathaway 
Scholarship.

“I told them that as the first member 
of this body to receive the Hathaway, 
it was a tremendous help for me to pay 
for college. I went on to say that in the 
smaller communities, we greatly value 
our elective courses, so they’re vitally 
important to the career and education 
interests of the kids in my district and 
the smaller towns in the state. It also 

gives the music, art, band, ag and shop 
classes a huge boost because those 
always seem to be on the chopping 
block when it comes to talk of things 
that need to be cut,” Hunt told the 
News Letter Journal, indicating that he 
thinks the change will make it easier 
for students to enroll in such courses.

Semlek, who served in the House 
when the legislation that created the 
scholarship program was passed, 
offered a different perspective.

“The discussion with this issue 
involves some concern about the 
scholarship becoming an entitlement  
for most students, compared to being 
an award for academic achieve-
ment for a few students. I was on 
the Education Committee when the 
Hathaway program was established 
and I had some concerns at that time 
the scholarship program might gravi-
tate over time in this direction, which 
I would oppose. On the other hand, 
the Hathaway program was possible 
as a result of revenues created by 
the mineral extraction industry in 
Wyoming, so to provide students with 
the option to take career/vocational 
education classes in place of a foreign 
language and still be eligible for all 
three tiers of scholarship also makes 
sense to me. The primary purpose of 
post-secondary education is to prepare 
students for the work force, and the 
work force needs in Wyoming are pri-
marily career related,” he suggested.

A bill that would extend the school 

year by five days for Wyoming stu-
dents also passed in the House on 
first reading with relative ease Friday, 
but Weston County’s representatives 
weren’t among those who cast a voice-
vote in favor of going from 175 to 180 
days.

“I voted against it. I’ll agree that it 
provides more teacher/student contact 
time, but I don’t know if five days 
provides the impact you’re aiming 
for,” Hunt said.

“Some studies indicate learning is 
enhanced with the longer school year, 
which might be the case, however I 
would prefer not to increase the school 
year and allow students to spend time 
with their families. I also believe that 
there are more productive ways for 
teachers to have more contact time 
with their students besides increasing 
the length of the school year,” Semlek 
agreed.

The legislature will also consider 
a bill that seeks to eliminate teacher 
tenure in Wyoming, and Semlek said 
that he believes such a measure would 
allow school districts more freedom to 
replace teachers who aren’t effective.

“Studies have indicated that 80 
percent of teachers are performing 
their duties at a satisfactory level or 
higher and the remaining are per-
forming in a substandard way. The 
elimination of the tenure law will 
allow school districts to more easily 
remove under performing teachers,” 
he remarked.

Legislature from page 1.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Bob Bonnar/NLJ
Rep. Hans Hunt talks about legislation with lobbyist Jason Mincer of the 
American Cancer Society’s Cancer Action Network.

Play pals
While the Dogies battled against Torrington Friday night at the Dogie Dome, Ally Cass 
and Anasofia Baeza seized the opportunity for some play time of their own. (Photo by Bob 
Bonnar/NLJ)



It’s up to all of us to keep alcohol 
out of the hands of our youth!

Adolescents who binge drink once a week may 
have problems attaining the goals of young 
adulthood – higher education, employment, 

financial independence and marriage.

Northern Wyoming 
Mental Health Center

420 Deanne Ave
746-4456

Funded with Federal Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant Funds

Glad to have their space back
By Katie Domina of NLJ

When students returned to school 
on Jan. 10, the Newcastle Middle 
School remodel was complete and 
high school and middle school stu-
dents were finally allowed to grace 
the halls in their proper schools. 
From August until January, all of 
the Newcastle students from sixth 
through 12th grade were in the high 
school wing of the building, and 
a number of things were done in 
the effort to make such a change 
tolerable. 

“I was scared having two sixth-
graders going to the high school. I 
was afraid of the bullying problem 
with the older kids to the younger 
ones,” said Peg Morgan, the parent 
of two sixth-graders. 

While Morgan and parents like 
her may have been primarily con-
cerned about their younger children’s 
safety and well-being, she admits 
her students were more concerned 
with their sense of belonging.

“I think it was more stressful 
for them not to have a place of 
their own. They didn’t have a place 
for their belongings,” Morgan indi-
cated. 

Although seventh- and eighth-
grade students had lockers in the 
high school, the sixth-grade class 
was faced with the task of having 
their belongings in backpacks. With 
the remodel complete, the sixth-

graders now have their own lockers, 
and the seventh- and eighth-graders 
were moved from the lockers they 
occupied on the first floor of the 
high school to new ones in their own 
building.

“I think things are better now that 
they are back. Everything turned 
out OK with them being in the high 
school. I think for the most part the 
faculty members did a good job 
keeping the middle school students 
away from the high school stu-
dents,” Morgan acknowledged.

Of course, the impact of the 
remodel wasn’t just felt by the three 
additional grade levels that occupied 
the high school through the first 
four months of the year, and change 
occurred for Newcastle High School 
faculty members and students as 
well. 

“It was really hard and it was 
really crowded. Just having a bunch 
of little kids around and having them 
messing around in the halls was a 
struggle. I wasn’t used to having 
them in the high school. It was 
more stressful with the younger kids 
around,” said Cassie Resner, herself 
a new member of NHS student body 
this year.

With the remodel complete, 
however, Resner believes the 
endeavor was a success.

“I think it’s great they have 
their own school, and the construc-
tion workers did a great job on the 

school,” she smiled.  
While the changes did present 

some demands on students, arrange-
ments were made for middle school 
teachers to have a temporary space 
of their own, and the conditions for 
faculty members may have been 
even more crowded. Some rooms in 
the high school that weren’t being 
used were utilized for this purpose, 
but some NHS faculty members had 
to suffer through a temporary evic-
tion from their own space until the 
remodel was complete. 

Starla Miller was one of the 
high school instructors to forfeit her 
space for middle school use, but she 
also sees the benefits to students and 
staff that have come as a result of 
the remodel.

“I wasn’t able to do the after-
school program because of lack of 
space, but I think things went pretty 
good. There were a few issues, but 
it was all handled very well for the 
most part,” she said. “I love the 
middle school and I’m excited for 
them, and I’m happy to be there for 
my gear up kids now.” 

Change is still continuing in the 
process to restore order in both the 
middle and high schools, but those 
impacted by the remodel agree that, 
for the most part, things turned out 
well. The middle school is back to 
their newly remodeled home, and the 
high school students have their quiet 
halls to themselves once again.

Generations Next
News Letter Journal
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By Denice Pisciotti of NLJ

Last week, Weston County 
School Board District #1 held 
two public meetings, one in 
Newcastle and one in Osage, to 
discuss the future of the Kitty 
Moats Elementary School in 
Osage, and it was apparent 
from attendance at the forums 
that the residents of Osage are 
far more concerned with the 
disposition of the building than 
Newcastle citizens are.

The meeting Monday night 
in Newcastle had only three 
people in attendance, and all 
three were residents of Osage. 
Wednesday night’s meeting 
in Osage, which was held at 
the school building itself, was 
attended by about two dozen 
residents however, and they 
all appeared to be significantly 
interested in the outcome of 
the building.

School Board Chairman 
Bill Lambert began the meeting 
by stating that the board was 
there to listen and talk about 
ideas for Kitty Moats, and said 
they were especially interested 
in hearing if there were any 
other ideas for the building 
besides simply giving it back 
to the people of Osage through 
the newly formed Osage 
Improvement and Service 
District. It was thought that a 
private individual may have 
expressed an interest in pur-
chasing the building, but no 
buyers presented themselves at 
either meeting.

A letter from the district’s 
legal representative, Don 
Hansen, was handed out at 
both meetings, and it stated 
that a political subdivision of 
the State of Wyoming would 

be able to take over possession 
of the building. At the time 
the letter was drafted, on Feb. 
13, 2009, the Osage Water and 
Sewer District were considered 
by Hansen to fit the definition 
of a political subdivision, and 
Superintendent Brad LaCroix 
and the members of the board 
said they believed the improve-
ment district that had been 
formed would qualify as well.

Cliff Perkins, an Osage 
Service and Improvement 
District board member, said 
those requirements have been 
met, and as early as the Dec. 
8, 2010, school board meeting, 
Perkins had provided the 
board with a written statement 
defining the group’s future 
plans for the building.

School Board Trustee Bob 
Bonnar stated that although 
other government entities 
have been approached about 
acquiring the building, none of 
them have indicated a desire 
to do so.

“The Osage Service and 
Improvement District is the 
only one under the criteria that 
has expressed an interest,” con-
firmed Bonnar.

Lambert explained that even 
if a private buyer expressed 
an interest, any money given 
to the school district for the 
building would simply be 
deducted from the foundation 
payment provided by the State 
of Wyoming for that year.

“It would not be a net gain 
of money for the district. Some 

people would say we should 
sell it, but it is going to be 
a wash if we do,” Lambert 
acknowledged.

When the board was asked 
how long they have to make a 
decision about the building’s 
fate, LaCroix explained that the 
Schools Facility Commission 
allows the district to “mothball” 
the building for three years 
after the district stops using it 
to give the board time to figure 
out what to do with it.

“Right now we are pretty 
much at a year and a half, give 
or take a few months,” LaCroix 
acknowledged.

Perkins said that if the board 
agrees to give the building 
to the community, the Osage 
Improvement and Service 

District will need to hold a 
public meeting to discuss 
whether or not the people of 
Osage want to take on the 
responsibility of the building, 
and a vote will have to be 
taken. Perkins said he doesn’t 
believe a vote could happen 
until November because the 
State of Wyoming has made 
an effort to discourage extra 
election dates over the course 
of the year. He estimated about 
120 days are needed to get the 
vote put on the election ballot 
in Osage.

“The board will definitely 
make a decision before July 
because that will give you 
time to get it on the ballot 
in November,” reassured 
Lambert.

There was concern expressed 
over whether or not the Osage 
Service and Improvement 
District will need to show if it 
is financially capable of taking 
on maintenance of the building, 
but the board made it clear they 
need no such assurance.

“If you guys come to us and 
say you can make it work, then 
we are going to take you for 
your word,” Lambert replied.

Perkins estimated that about 
$2,500 will be needed each 
month to keep up the building, 
and while he expressed the 
belief that the building could 
generate its own revenue, he 
said he can’t identify parties 
interested in using the building 
until a final decision is made to 
have it taken over by the Osage 
District.

“So everyone can rest 
assured, we are definitely 
seeking income to support the 
building. We are trying to firm 
them up for our public hearing,” 

commented Perkins.
Trustee Joanie Kachelhoffer 

suggested there may be grant 
money available to aid in such 
an effort, and Perkins said such 
options have been looked into. 
He indicated they had been 
in touch with the Wyoming 
Business Council and 
Northeast Wyoming Economic 
Development.  

The location of the trophies 
that used to be in the school was 
another concern, and LaCroix 
reassured the concerned parties 
they are in a room at the 
school. Some of the residents 
said they would like to see the 
items displayed in the halls of 
Kitty Moats, similar to how the 
pictures are displayed at the 
Weston County Senior Citizen 
Center, which was previously 
the Gertrude Burns Elementary 
School. LaCroix said plans 
have been made to set aside a 
display area in the Newcastle 
High School/Middle School 
complex for Osage memora-
bilia as well.

“I would like to display 
some trophies at our school 
because it is a part of our 
district. Let’s split them up 
and work together,” Lambert 
stated.

Although the board had no 
intention of making a decision 
last week, they did indicate that 
they favor the idea of giving 
the building back to the com-
munity.

“Can Osage plan on having 
the building?” an audience 
member asked.

“In my opinion, yes,” replied 
Lambert, who had stated at the 
meeting’s outset that he person-
ally hopes the people of Osage 
will be given the building.

NLJ file photo

Osage's Kitty Moats School was mothballed more than a year ago but Osage's community mem-
bers are hoping to gain control of the building and put it to use.

Osage community eager to take back Kitty Moats

By Kim Dean of NLJ

Born on the fourth of 
January in Rapid City, 
S.D., at 1:38 p.m., Macy 
Marie Steber holds the dis-
tinction of the first baby of 
2011 for Weston County 
Public Health’s Maternal 
Child Health Program, 
according to coordinator 
Michelle Sweet. 

Macy is the daughter of 
Justin and Katie Steber of 
Newcastle. She weighed 
6 pounds, 15 ounces and 
was 19 1/2 inches long. A 
first-time mom, Katie said 
they recently learned Macy is a bit 
photogenic and it seems 10 could very 
well be her lucky number.

“She was the 10th baby born in 
Rapid City in birthing room 10. She’s 
a great little baby,” shared Steber.

A blanket and hat knitted by the 
Fancy Workers were presented to 
Macy along with other helpful baby 
gifts.

Steber said Sweet’s program and 
the local doctors and nurses have 
all been most helpful, and she is 
thankful for their assistance with her 
first child. Macy had jaundice, and 
required a few trips to Weston County 
Health Services after she arrived 
home.

“It’s great to have Michelle come 
in. We had to venture out every day 

for three or four days, so it’s nice 
she comes to your home and you 
don’t have to get out. She answers 
questions, and she’s just wonderful 
anyways. She’ll come as often as 
you like or as little as you like. She’s 
just there if you need her. The nurses 
at Rapid City and the hospital both 
highly recommend her. Lanny and all 
the nurses at the Newcastle hospital 
were wonderful also,” Steber told the 
News Letter Journal.

Macy’s proud extended family 
include maternal grandparents Mark 
and Scarlett Lawler of Rapid City, 
S.D., and Tim and Doreen Schwartz 
of Kenmare, N.D., along with a host 
of aunts, uncles and cousins. 

Welcoming her to Newcastle were 
paternal grandparents, Dave and Penny 
Steber, and aunt Lindsey Steber.

Macy is the year’s first baby

Justin and Katie Steber, with daughter Macy, 
Public Health's first baby of 2011.



23 Douglas
$204,900

Split level home close to high school. 3+ 
bedrooms, 2 bath, full finished basement, 
spare room that could be the 4th bedroom, 
includes a private hot tub.

Professional Service You Can Count On

3239 section line rD.
$97,000

3 bedroom, 2 bath manufactured home 
on it's own lot. Double car garage and shed. 
Fenced back yard, central air. Possible option 
of selling home with garage for $60,000 and 
rent the lot of $150.00 per month

410 metz / osage
$89,900

Close to Newcastle, nestled in the little 
town of Osage, WY. 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath 
home with tuck under double garage and lots 
of storage. Priced to sell!

Polly's Pub n grub
uPton, wy

$175,000
Well established business. Polly's includes 

restaurant, bar/tavern and attached office/
apartment, liquor license and cafre equipment.

102 Plum creek
$169,900

Just minutes from town, home has 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath and a garage attached 
by breezeway. 6.34 beautiful wooded acres, 
horses are possible. You will love the location 
and the view!

19 skyview
$269,000

3 level log home has 3+ bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, two living areas, loft usable for 4th 
bedroom. Large detached double garage. Seller 
will pay concession of 3% closing costs.

15 JuniPer
$279,000

Beautiful executive home on the edge of 
the city limits. 4 large bedrooms, 2.5 baths. 
Master bedroom has private deck. Double and 
single car garage plus a detached garage barn.

16 Pawnee Dr.
$217,500

Newly built home on 2 acres. 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 bath, 2 living areas, open floor plan. 
Located in Painted Hills area of Newcastle. 
Country living at its best!

104 musser rD.
$234,900

30 acres of trees and breathtaking views! 
Home with 1 bedroom, 1 bath, some updates, 
several outbuildings.
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SUNDANCE, WYOMING

Wyoming Club
Real Estate

and Title, LLC
(307) 746-2267

Toll Free (888) 667-6149

Redhawk Ranches, just 5 miles from downtown Sundance

and nestled at the base of the Bear Lodge Mountains, is

still the real west. It’s a place for being alive. It’s a place for

panoramic views. It’s a place where the deer and the antelope

play. It’s a place for YOU.

• Sixteen 35 to 40 acre, sub dividable, homesteads from

  $120,000

• Underground utilities

• Adjacent to miles of  riding trails through the Bear

Lodge mountain range

• Wyoming tax benefits

• Elk, deer, antelope, turkey and the always illusive bald 

  eagle reside here

Doctors from page 1..........................................................................................................................................

the contract through Dec. 31 on 
behalf of the Clinic.

The current contract was 
originally set to run from 
December 2009 through June of 
this year, but it was pointed out 
that the newest member of the 
clinic’s staff, Dr. Aaron Jagelski, 
is committed through his agree-
ment with Cedar Hills to cover 
the ER through October. Jording 
said the clinic will work out the 
details of extending Jagelski’s 
commitment for an additional 
two months, but the real issue is going to involve 
finding doctors to cover the emergency room 
beyond the end of this year, as the current group 
is nearing retirement. Jagelski’s arrival a couple of 
years ago removed some of the urgency behind the 
effort to recruit new doctors to town, but in the big 
picture, the issue still exists.

“That’s a major discussion, and I think this 
extension of the ER contract is something to tide 
us over,” Jording offered.

Hospital Board Chair Norma Shelton agreed.
“We’ll have the opportunity then to have many 

meetings to figure it out,” she said.
A consulting firm looked into possible solutions 

prior to Jagelski’s arrival, and it was suggested at 
that time that the hospital and clinic could form 
a partnership — Jording suggested the option be 
explored further.

“We see that collaboration between physicians 
and hospitals is paramount, and we should look 
into that process again,” he said, suggesting that 
board members and doctors attend a conference 
detailing the process involved in forming such a 
partnership.

Jording also touched on the possibility that 
a community advisory group could be formed 
to discuss the issue, and look into the options 
presented by the independent consultants, but the 
board’s vice chair, Mike Ratigan, was concerned 
that it may take community members some time 
to grasp the intricacies involved.

“I think we diffuse the process a lot if we 
spread it out,” he said, noting that there are a lot 
of factors involved, and it will take awhile to bring 
community members up to speed.

Shelton said she thought it would be a good idea 
to involve residents in the discussion, however, 
and suggested that the group ask for public input, 
then choose a core group from those who express 
an interest to help explore the issue.

“We talked about having some community 
meetings, and maybe we should do that and just 
take their input and move forward with whatever 
group we need to help us figure it out,” she 
reasoned.

It was pointed out that there may be a faction 
in the community that is uncomfortable with the 
thought of the hospital compensating the clinic’s 
owners if the two entities merge, but Jording 
said he and his partners welcome the opportunity 
to have a frank and open discussion about the 
future of their business with the community it has 
served.

“If there is sentiment like that, let’s get it out on 
the table and air it,” he said.

Mike Carpenter, one of the physician’s assis-

tants at Cedar Hills, said it is 
important to note that recruiting 
health care professionals to the 
community presents challenges, 
and it’s a good idea to make resi-
dents aware of those challenges.

“We do have a human 
resource problem in that it’s hard 
to get people to Newcastle,” he 
said.

Jagelski admitted that visits 
he and his wife had with residents 
prior to making their decision to 
move here helped convince them 

it was a good idea.
“I had good conversations with people from 

the school, and guys from the bank, and it was 
great. For Bea and I it really helped. It gave us a 
broader picture of the community,” he said.

Limits on the amount of future revenue avail-
able to health care providers is one of the reasons 
recruiting to a small town like Newcastle is dif-
ficult, and Jording proposed that the board should 
be willing to look into the possibility of local 
providers offering services to smaller communi-
ties in northeast Wyoming as a way to increase 
that revenue base.

“We have to have some openness to the 
communities around us,” he said, indicating that 
Moorcroft, Lusk, Sundance and other small towns 
have needs that Newcastle doctors may be able 
to meet.

“It’s not like we’re going to make satellites of 
other communities, but there needs to be some 
discussion of how primary care facilities can hook 
together,” Jording suggested, noting that Weston 
County Health Services may be able to generate 
income from offering services like mobile mam-
mography and hospice to communities that don’t 
have the ability to offer it themselves.

“I’m thinking about all of northeast Wyoming. 
Where it used to be that there was a little entity 
here and a little entity there, and now it’s got to be 
a bigger thing,” he reasoned.

The same formula could work for doctors 
based in Newcastle, too.

“I’m talking about the provision of primary 
care for all of northeast Wyoming. For example, 
if we could come to some kind of agreement 
to provide some primary care for the people of 
Sundance, it would keep people in their commu-
nity. I’m talking about doctor travel. I can see us 
traveling to Sundance if there’s a need and a desire 
to see us,” Jording stated.

In his opinion, such arrangements with other 
towns would benefit those smaller communities 
and also make the local hospital and clinic more 
lucrative financially to younger doctors they hope 
to recruit when the current group is ready to retire 
five or 10 years down the road.

“We talk about revenue-generating areas, and 
if we don’t have enough of that in our own town, 
we can look elsewhere. It keeps them strong 
and keeps the health care for people in northeast 
Wyoming better,” Jording said, suggesting that 
WCHS should reach out to Sundance, which has 
recently lost three doctors, and offer to discuss 
such a solution.

“I don’t know what it would hurt. It’s just 
talking,” Shelton agreed.

Shawnda Sandrini - Broker/Owner 746-2706 • www.a1agency.net
Valerie Pollat - Associate Broker 746-2706 • Jim Perino - Associate Broker 746-5557

New Listings!

154 Butte Dr.
	 	 • Extremely well maintained home
	 	 • 3-4 bedroom, 3 baths
	 	 • Ranch style with walkout basement
	 	 • Double car attached garage plus shop
	 	 • Privacy fenced back yard & MUCH MORE!

10 E. Wentworth
	 	 • Victorian lure & beauty
	 	 • Over 2,500 sq. ft. with 4-5 bedrooms
	 	 • Extremely well maintained
	 	 • Charming exterior with many upgrades
	 	 • Double car detached garage

708 Morrisey
	 	 • Clean ranch style home
	 	 • All newer major appliances
	 	 • Large yard and 2 car garage
	 	 • Fenced 3/4 acre lot
	 	 • Storage shed

202 Highland
	 	 • Immaculate 2 bedroom, 1 bath home for
	 	 cozy living
	 	 • Many upgrades including roof, siding, deck,
	 	 windows and kitchen
	 	 • Wood stove, fenced yard & many more
	 	 amenities

A-1 AgeNcy
Real estate

New Land Listings!
Salt Creek Divide

	 	 • 58 +/- acres
	 	 • Beautiful building site
	 	 • Open parks & timbered ridges
	 	 • Water, electricity & phone available

Salt Creek Road Acreage
	 	 • 13 acres with county road access
	 	 • Paid water tap for property
	 	 • Live creek year round
	 	 • Utilities available

US Hwy 116 - Upton
	 	 • 280 acres of grassland
	 	 • Surrounded by established ranches and
	 	 several thousand acres of public land
	 	 • Well fenced with perimeter fencing
	 	 • Enjoys large stock pond

visit us at
a1agency.net

Where it used to be that 
there was a little entity 
here and a little entity 
there, and now it’s got 
to be a bigger thing.”

— Dr. Mike Jording
Cedar Hills Clinic

“



By Denice Pisciotti of NLJ

The Newcastle Boys Swim 
Team had a very busy weekend, 
beginning on Friday in Buffalo 
and continuing in Worland on 
Saturday, and Danny Brooks 
qualified in new events for the 
State Meet in both venues. On 
Friday he qualified for the 200 
Freestyle and Saturday he qual-
ified for the 500 Freestyle.

Brooks wasn’t the only 
swimmer who performed 
well though, and Coach Doug 
Scribner said all the athletes 
started their weekend out 
strong.

“The meet went well in 
Buffalo,” Scribner said, noting 
the team competed against 
Sheridan, Cheyenne South and 
Douglas.

In addition to the 200 
Free, Brooks swam in the 
100 Backstroke, while fellow 

Schedule
NHS

Wrestling
1/28 VJ Belle Fourche Invite TBA
1/29 VJ Belle Fourche Invite TBA

Girls Basketball
1/28 VJ @ Cheyenne South 4 PM
1/29 V9 @ Rawlins Outlaws 1 PM
1/31 9 Wright Panthers 4 PM

Boys Basketball
1/28 VJ @ Cheyenne South 4 PM
1/29 V9 @ Rawlins Outlaws 1 PM
1/31 9 Wright Panthers 4 PM

Boys Swimming
1/27 V @ Gillette Quad 4 PM

NMS
Boys Basketball

1/27 @ Twin Spruce Jr Hi 4 PM
1/29 3A 7th @ Buffalo TBA
1/29 3A 8th Newcastle Invite 9 AM

By Bob Bonnar of NLJ

The Lady Dogies hoped that the 
consistent improvement they’ve shown 
over the past month would help propel 
them to at least one victory over a pair 
of contenders for a state tournament 
berth out of the 3A East last week, but 
after losses to Torrington and Glenrock, 
they are now shifting their focus to a pair 
upcoming road contests against teams 
who will also be looking for their first 
conference win.

“We obviously can’t overlook anyone. 
We’ve got to go get conference wins, no 
matter who we’re playing, because if 
we don’t get conference wins, we’re 
not going to be in very good shape in 
March,” Bartlett said of this weekend’s 
games against Cheyenne South (0-5 3A 
East) and Rawlins (0-6).

South will field a varsity squad made 
up entirely of underclassmen, and the 
Dogies (0-7) may go into Friday’s game 
in the Capitol City as slight favorites, 
but Bartlett isn’t letting his team take 
anything for granted. Rawlins has one 
of the most talented post players in the 
conference, and she will present match-
up problems for the undersized Dogies, 
but Bartlett believes Newcastle will be 
motivated to perform well against the 
Outlaws on Saturday.

“This group has a little bit of extra 
energy for Rawlins, and we’d like to get 
them,” the coach said.

Bartlett indicated that he’ll try to 
channel that energy this weekend when 
the team hits the road, and he plans to 
allow his players more freedom to get 
up and down the floor and use their 
speed and court savvy to their advantage 
against a couple of squads who are 
feeling just as much pressure as the 
Dogies to notch a conference win.

“By no means are we going to go 
pedal to the floor, but we’ll go full court 

pressure and man to man, and increase 
the tempo a little bit from what we have 
been doing,” he indicated.

That’s exactly the opposite of the 
approach the team took on Friday when 
the high-scoring Torrington Trailblazers 
came into town, and the slow tempo 
did keep the visitors in check for two 
quarters.

“We told the girls all week long 
that we’d want to slow it down and 
they’d want to speed it up, and thought 

whichever team executed their game 
plan would have the advantage. In the 
first quarter, we really dictated the pace, 
and to hold them with 15 points was 
something we were really happy with,” 
Bartlett told the News Letter Journal.

Unfortunately, the Dogies were held 
to single digits in the first half, which 
meant they were unable to take advan-
tage of their ability to rein in Torrington. 
That gave the Blazers the breathing 
room they needed to open up the lead 

in the second half and cruise to a 48-30 
victory.

“We still have to be able to put points 
on the board and make shots, and in 
the second half we ran out of steam,” 
Bartlett said.

The Dogies were able to get the ball 
in the hole with a little more regularity 
in the second half, but Torrington was 
even more successful in that regard, and 

Bob Bonnar/NLJ
Brandi Roetzel keeps a loose ball inbounds and pushes it up the floor on a rare fast break opportunity Friday.

— See Girls, Page 10

PROUD
to be leading a 
new generation 

of Dogies!
Black Hills Exploration

and Production
923 Grieves Rd. • 746-3517

Denice Pisciotti/NLJ
Swim team members Ty Bock, Danny Brooks, Tanner Schaidt 
and Alex Sharpes relax before starting practice last week.

Not a 
loss
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Ladies shoot for winning streak

Matmen get 
a wake-up call
By Bob Bonnar of NLJ

A week after dominating in 
their first action at home and 
winning the championship of the 
Dogie Invitational, Newcastle’s 
wrestlers were stuck licking 
their wounds when they returned 
from a much larger two-day 
tournament in Chadron, Neb.

“We didn’t have anybody 
place, and only had four kids 
make it to the second day,” 
Coach Mike Gregory lamented.

Alex Rettinghouse, Matt 
Schuessler, Austen Wells and 
Sean Petersen all survived to 
compete on Saturday, but none 
advanced to the medal rounds in 
an invitational that Gregory said 
may have been the most com-
petitive the team will compete 
in all year.

“That was probably the 
toughest tournament we’ve gone 
to this year. There were 32-man 
brackets, and two-thirds of the 

kids in each bracket went in with 
winning records. We had kids 
with decent records who didn’t 
get seeded at all, so it was an 
impressive tournament,” he told 
the News Letter Journal.

While the competition may 
have been stiffer than any 
they’ve seen all year, Gregory 
said the squad’s performance 
wasn’t as good as it should have 
been, and he believes it may 
be because they’re still learning 
how to deal with some of the 
success they’ve had early in the 
2010-11 campaign.

“The tournament was way 
tougher than usual, but I also 
don’t think we wrestled to our 
potential. I think some of our 
wrestlers were guilty of over-
looking kids. We got beat by 
kids that we’ve handled in the 
past, and lost to some we should 
have beat hands down because 

— See Wrestlers, Page 11

Newcastle Fall Guys 
Wrestling

Whitewood Tournament
January 15 
6 and Under
Keondre Banks 1st
Harley Cookston 3rd
Chad Cobb  5th
Taten Engle  3rd
Braden Hill  3rd
Chase Hill  1st
Cael Holmes 1st
Caleb Hossfeld 1st
Kaden Miller 4th
Kyah Miller 1st
Hayden Overman 1st
7-8
Steven Achenbach 5th
Ezra Anderson 3rd
Aidan Chick 2nd
Avery Chick 3rd
Elijah Cookston 5th
Kale Corley 1st
Docota Earnest 3rd
Reid Holmes 2nd
Kacy Jones  3rd
Devin LaPierre 4th
Westin LaPierre 5th
JJ Stalder  2nd
Logan Wyina 3rd
Jacob Prell  1st
Thomas Prell 1st
Agustus Turner 5th
Zander White 1st
Tristan Troftgruben 2nd
Payton Larson 4th
9-10
Wyatt Corley 2nd
Grant Darrow 3rd
Trayton Dawson 1st
Cooper Deveraux 3rd
Bailey Domina 5th
Zach LaPierre 4th
Teigen Marchant 2nd
Davin Tysdal 3rd
11-12
Dennon Parks 1st
Donovan Prell 2nd
 
Rapid City Westside Tournament 
January 16
6 and Under
Keondre Banks 2nd
Chad Cobb  5th
Harley Cookston 1st
Braden Hill  3rd
7-8
Elijah Cookston 5th
Taten Engle  3rd
Chase Hill  4th
Cael Holmes 2nd
Nicholas Jinglski 5th
Kacy Jones  5th
Darren Simmons 3rd
Zander White 3rd
9-10
Stephen Achenbach 5th
Kale Corley 3rd
Cooper Deveraux 2nd
Docota Earnest 3rd
Reid Holmes 3rd
Lance LaCross 4th
JJ Stalder  2nd
Davin Tysdal 3rd
11-12
Wyatt Corley 4th
Trayton Dawson 1st
Teigen Marchant 1st
Dennon Parks 1st
Donovan Prell 2nd
Hunter Rawlings 2nd

— See Swimmers, Page 10
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teammate Austin Harley 
entered the 50 Freestyle and 
100 Breaststroke.

“Austin competed in the 100 
Breast and competed well. He 
had a good time, dropping six 
seconds,” Scribner recalled.

All the swimmers competed 
in two relays, the 200 Medley 
and the 400 Free, while both 
freshmen, Alex Sharpes and 
Ty Bock, competed in the 100 
Backstroke.

“Alex competed in the 200 
IM for the first time. He did 
well in that. Ty dove, and he 
did OK. We have been focusing 
more on swimming with him 
lately, and his swim times are 
faster. This week we will focus 
back on his diving,” explained 
Scribner.

The meet in Worland was 
a very large meet, with nine 
schools in attendance, and 
the boys started out swim-
ming the 200 Medley Relay. 
Unfortunately, the meet a day 
earlier and a weekend on the 
road appeared to take a toll.

“The boys started off tired. 
The first relay the time was off 
by quite a bit,” acknowledged 
Scribner. He then challenged 
the boys to refocus during the 
break for diving, and come 
back refreshed.

The Dogie swimmers met 
the challenge, coming back 
to beat two teams, Cheyenne 
South and Rawlins, whom 
they had lost to at the Douglas 
Invite last week. With only 

four swimmers, it is difficult to 
score high enough to compete 
against teams who have two 
and three times as many 
members.

“We placed high, scoring 
a lot of points at Worland, 
and we did not come in last!” 
Scribner boasted. The swim-
mers also enjoyed some indi-
vidual success.

“Danny swam the 500 Free 
and qualified for his fourth 
State event, and Austin swam 
the 100 Fly, dropping four 
seconds off his time,” noted 
Scribner. Brooks also swam 
the 50 Free and Harley com-
peted in the 100 Breaststroke.

In the second relay of the 
day, the 200 Free, the Dogies 
each swam faster than they had 
earlier in the morning, and that 
was a trend they followed for 
the rest of the day.

“Both Alex and Ty swam 
the 100 Free, and both dropped 
time,” Scribner nodded.

Sharpes also swam the 100 
Breaststroke, while Bock took 
fifth for the second day in a 
row in diving.

On Thursday, the Dogies 
will compete in Gillette, but 
Scribner is unsure of the teams 
they will be competing against. 
He has asked the athletes to 
think about what races they 
want to compete in at the State 
Meet, and in Gillette they’ll 
swim those events to get an 
idea of how they’ll measure up 
later in the season.

Pole Creek Challenge
Saturday, February 5th

    10 a.m. at the Pole Creek
    X-Country Ski Area

Something for Everyone!
Classic Skiers, Skate Skiers, 5K and 10K

Pre-registration at Johnson County YMCA
prior to February 4th - $10

On-site registration day of race - $15

Additional Information: powderpassnordic@gmail.com

Newcastle’s scorers just couldn’t keep up.
Kate Livingston and Audra Manzer led seven 

Dogies who scored with seven points apiece, and 
Elyse Gray netted another six. While Bartlett was 
pleased with the number of players who made 
contributions, he said the team will be successful 
when they can each be a bit more prolific.

“We had seven girls score, so it was a nice 
balance, but we needed them to score more. If 
we get one more bucket out of each one of them, 
that’s 14 more points. Even at the line, we seemed 
to make the first one every time, and if we could 
just make the second one it would help a bunch,” 
he remarked.

While the first half effort on Friday kept 
the Dogies in the contest against one of the 
conference’s best teams, a poor start in Glenrock 
the following afternoon put them in a 15-3 hole at 
the end of the first quarter, and it was one they just 
couldn’t claw their way out of in a 42-25 loss to 
the Herders.

“It was disappointing because I thought we 
took a step back, and even though we played them 
even from there on, we’d dug ourselves too big of 
a hole,” Bartlett said.

Newcastle held Glenrock to only 12 points 
in the second half, but the 30 the Herders scored 
through the first two quarters was more than 
enough to secure the victory, and Bartlett said his 
team has to start the game with the same mental 
approach they showed on Friday night every time 
they hit the floor.

“With talented shooters like they’ve got, you 
can’t give them open looks, because once they get 
hot you can’t cool them down,” he said.

He said that slow starts haven’t been uncommon 
for his squad when they’ve played back to back 
games, however, an while they may have suffered 
the effects of being on the road and playing an 
early afternoon game, he believes the team has to 
learn how to maintain intensity when they play on 
Saturday after already competing on Friday.

“It always seems like the second day we 
struggle with,” Bartlett stated.

He indicated that he used last weekend’s losses 
to motivate the squad when practice began this 
week, and hopes it will pay off when they hit the 
road Friday.

“It was the first time in three weeks that we’d 
taken a step back, and I challenged them to take 
two or three steps forward this week,” Bartlett 
professed.

He also said he was pleased with the per-
formance of the team’s underclassmen over the 
course of the weekend, and that may bolster the 
squad’s depth as the season wears on.

“I was very happy with the way our younger 
girls played this week, both at the JV level, and 
when the younger girls got into the varsity game,” 
Bartlett commented.

Girls from page 9.........................................................................................................................................................

Swimmers from page 9...........................................................................................................................

Buffalo Invite
200 Medley Relay
6th: Danny Brooks, Alex 
Sharpes, Austin Harley, Ty 
Bock 2:16.18
200 Freestyle
5th: Danny Brooks 2:15.49
200 IM
11th: Alex Sharpes 3:35.19
50 Freestyle
3rd: Austin Harley 25.54
Diving
5th: Ty Bock 124.50
100 Backstroke
4th: Danny Brooks 1:12.57
6th: Ty Bock 1:22.33
7th: Alex Sharpes 1:34.64
100 Breaststroke
3rd: Austin Harley 1:13.09

Worland Invite
200 Medley Relay
12th: Danny Brooks, Alex 
Sharpes, Austin Harley, Ty 
Bock 2:18.29
50 Freestyle
12th: Danny Brooks 27.22
Diving
5th: Ty Bock 122.20
100 Butterfl y
5th: Austin Harley 1:05.73
100 Freestyle
26th: Ty Bock 1:14.23
27th: Alex Sharpe 1:15.45
500 Freestyle
12th: Danny Brooks 6:20.39
200 Freestyle Relay
9th: Austin Harley, Alex 
Sharpes, Ty Bock, Danny 
Brooks 1:56.51
100 Breaststroke
5th: Austin Harley 1:14.31
22nd: Alex Sharpes 1:42.13

He also said he was pleased with the per-

Dogies 30 Torrington 48
Team Stats
Field Goal Percentage 25
Three Point Percentage 25
Free Throw Percentage 48
Steals 8
Assists 6
Turnovers 17
Rebounds 23
Individual Stats
Points
Kate Livingston 7
Audra Manzer 7
Elyse Gray 6
Rebounds
Kate Livingston 6
Brandi Roetzel 4
Assists
Brandi Roetzel 3
Steals
Brandi Roetzel 5

Dogies 25 Glenrock 42
Team Stats
Field Goal Percentage 28
Three Point Percentage 29
Free Throw Percentage 33
Steals 11
Assists 7
Turnovers 16
Rebounds 22
Individual Stats
Points
Kate Livingston 14
Rebounds
Kate Livingston 5
Brandi Roetzel 5
Assists
Brandi Roetzel 5
Steals
Audra Manzer 2
Paige Smith 2

Girls Basketball
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 The News
Letter Journal
is offering to 
double the 
size of your 
ad for two 

weeks!
Buy eight inches 

or more of 
advertising to 

run in the News 
Letter Journal on 
February 3rd or 

February 10th and 
we’ll double your 

investment.

Talk to Stacy or Becky today! Call 746-2777
or stop in at 14 W. Main Street.

This is your chance to see what a 
bigger ad can do for your business!
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we were overconfident. Our older kids have been 
competitive for long enough that they should know 
about that. They aren’t no-names, and aren’t being 
taken lightly, and that means they have to be ready 
to go when they get on the mat,” he explained.

Although the Dogies have rolled up a signifi-
cant number of victories, and several of them are 
ranked in their weight classes at the midway point 
of the season, that level of success is still relatively 
new to the squad, and Gregory admits it’s some-
thing they still haven’t gotten used to.

“It’s obviously a learning process because we 
still have to learn that lesson. We opened their 
eyes at practice last night, and asked the kids what 
they wanted to get out of this season because we 
had to refocus on the goals that we had, and get 
back to work on them,” he indicated.

Inconsistency has plagued the local grapplers 
throughout the year, and their coach doesn’t want 
them to be content with their early success. He 
said he felt better about the way things had gone 
over the weekend after the team’s leaders echoed 
those concerns.

“I need them to take losing a little more 
personally, and last night was probably one of the 
best practices we’ve had all year long. We let the 
captains talk to the kids alone, and they came back 
and told us they needed to step up and do what we 
were asking of them,” he shared.

That reality was brought home to even the 
team’s most veteran wrestlers in Chadron, where 
the level of competition meant that even the first 
round matches were challenging.

“It was good for our kids to go into first round 
matches that were really tough. It made them 
realize that every time they go on the mat, they’re 
wrestling the match for a reason, and they have to 
be prepared,” Gregory remarked.

He hopes his squad will bounce back this 
weekend when the team splits for a pair of tourna-
ments in South Dakota.

“We’ll send kids to both places. Our younger 
kids will go to Red Cloud, and we’ll try to take 
a full varsity team to Belle Fourche,” Gregory 
reported.

He said it won’t be any easier for the Varsity 
wrestlers to earn medals in Belle Fourche than 
it was in Chadron, and indicated that the meet 
will give them a chance to show that they can 
compete with the region’s top teams.

“We need to go up there and compete at 
the level we know we can. This tournament 
will be tough too because Sturgis will be there, 
and a ton of good teams from North Dakota 
and Montana will come down. We’ll get to see 
some different kids too, and I think our athletes 
benefit more from that variety in competition,” 
Gregory suggested.

Wrestlers from page 9 .................................................................................................................................

By Bob Bonnar of NLJ

With the exception of a little 
foul trouble for guard Mitch 
Weigel, the first half of last 
Friday’s rematch with third-
ranked Torrington Trailblazers 
(8-4, 4-1 3A East) couldn’t have 
gone much better for the Dogies 
(7-7, 3-4), but those fouls may 
have been one of the biggest 
factors in a second half collapse 
that saw Torrington outscore 
Newcastle 34-14 on the way to 
a 55-46 victory.

“We had some guys who 
played a little hesitant, and when 
Mitch {[Weigel] got in foul 
trouble, it made him and Jeremy 
[Beehler] both a little bit hesitant 
to attack the rim. We also lacked 
some contributions down the 
stretch from other players, and 
you can’t do that against the 
third-ranked team in the state,” 
Coach Allen Von Eye said.

Newcastle jumped out to a 
17-7 lead in the first quarter, 
and extended it to an 11-point 
advantage by the end of the half, 
largely due to a stellar perfor-
mance from Beehler who ended 
the night with 26 points — but the 
cushion wasn’t enough against 
the defending state champions.

“They did what they needed 
to do coming out after halftime, 
and took care of business,” Von 
Eye nodded.

While it was disappointing 
to let a ranked team off the hook 
in front of their home crowd, the 
coach was pleased with steps his 
team has taken since Torrington 
rolled to victory against the 
Dogies in the first conference 
game of the year six weeks ago/

“We improved in a lot of areas 
from the first time we played 
them. We rebounded better and 
played much better defense,” 
Von Eye said.

Unfortunately, Newcastle 
didn’t have the firepower to keep 
up with the ‘Blazers, who shot 
50 percent from the floor, and 
had three players score in double 
figures. With the exception of 
Beehler, only Weigel netted more 
than three points for the Dogies.

Von Eye said it’s important 
for his players to acknowledge 
that they did have the defending 
champs on the ropes, and said his 
squad proved they can match-up 
against the state’s top teams.

“We showed we can pretty 
much play with anybody, and 
did that against Buffalo and 
Wheatland, too,” he said.

The Dogies were given an 
opportunity to bounce right back 
after the loss when Glenrock (3-

13, 1-6) came into the Dogie 
Dome the following afternoon, 
and they didn’t waste the oppor-
tunity. Newcastle held off the hot 
shooting Herders to grab a 19-13 
lead at the end of the first quarter, 
and cruised to a 66-33 win.

“We’d have loved to get the 
Torrington game, but we got the 
one we knew we had to have,” 
Von Eye said.

The coach cautioned his team 
against looking past Saturday’s 
opponent, and it was a good thing 
he did. The Herders came in 
with a chip on their shoulder 
after getting routed by confer-
ence foes the past couple weeks, 
and definitely had a spark in the 
first period.

“You’ve got to give Glenrock 
credit. They played pretty scrappy, 
and shot the ball better than they 
usually do, especially in that first 
quarter,” Von Eye nodded.

But the Dogies stayed the 
course going on to outscore 
Glenrock 17-7 in the second 
quarter, and cooling the visitors 
off by holding them to only 13 
points in the second half. At the 
same time, the Dogies got points 
from nine different players, 
including 16 off the bench.

“We got contributions from 
tons of kids, and had some 
pretty balanced scoring. That’s 
definitely a good thing,” Von Eye 
said.

Weigel dominated all four 
quarters on his way to a 22-
point, 12-rebound performance, 
and Beehler backed him with 
15 points and eight boards. 
Travis Garhart led the supporting 
cast with six points and four 
rebounds, but Newcastle got 
five points each from Trey Sylte, 

Jeremy Feist and Justin Wermers 
as well.

“We didn’t want to go out and 
blow their doors off, so we used 
it more as a way to get kids some 
experience at the Varsity level, 
and we definitely did that. It was 
good for them to get out and go. 
We never have been the type of 
team that puts the pedal down 
and blows your doors off. We 
tend to play down to our compe-
tition a little bit, and you could 
see that at the beginning, but in 
the end we rebounded pretty well 
and shot the ball well,” Von Eye 
indicated.

The Dogies will need to 
continue that trend this weekend 
when they travel to Cheyenne 
and Rawlins to take on a pair of 
teams that would love to notch 
conference victories after recent 
struggles.

In the case of 1-9 Cheyenne 
South, the struggle has spanned 
the course of the year, but Von 
Eye said his team won’t be 
looking past their opponent on 
Friday night.

“We’ll focus first on the 
South game, even though they’re 
struggling on the same level as 
Glenrock, because it’s on their 
turf, and we’ve never played 
there, so it will be a unique expe-
rience for us. It’s one of those 
games where you don’t worry 
about what your opponent does 
one bit. You focus on what you 
do, and work on doing it well,” 
he said.

Rawlins is a different story. 
The Outlaws started the season 
8-0, but have dropped four 
straight games since the break, 
and Von Eye said that team will 
be anxious to turn things around.

Dogies hope to start streaking

Newcastle 66 Glenrock 33
47 Field Goal Percentage 22
25 Three Point Percentage 33
59 Free Throw Percentage 44
16 Bench Points 0
38 Points in Paint 6
33 Points off Turnovers 18
13 Second Chance Points 2
43 Rebounds 31
13 Turnovers 19
Individual Stats
Points
Mitch Weigel  22
Jeremy Beehler  15
Travis Garhart   6
Rebounds
Mitch Weigel  12
Jeremy Beehler   8
Assists
Jeremy Beehler   6
Steals
Jeremy Beehler   4

Dogies 46 Torrington
30 Field Goal Percentage 50
26 Three Point Percentage 45
75 Free Throw Percentage 36
2 Bench Points 3
10 Points in Paint 28
15 Points off Turnovers 17
9 Second Chance Points 9
26 Rebounds 28
10 Turnovers 8
Individual Stats
Points
Jeremy Beehler   26
Mitch Weigel  12
Rebounds
Justin Wermers  6
Mitch Weigel  5
Jeremy Beehler   5
Assists
Travis Garhart  2
Steals
Mitch Weigel  2

Boys Basketball



Gillette Full-Service Decorating Service
Phone: 307-686-5110

Fax: 307-686-7791
Toll-free: 877-686-5110

200 W. 2nd St.
Gillette WY 82716

twoguys@2guysdeco.com
2guysdeco.com

Just West of 4-Way Stop at US Hwys 85 & 16

• T-Shirts • Souvenirs • Gifts
• 3 Sizes of Storage Units

1226 Washington 
Newcastle WY

Storage 
West

3490 W. Main
746-9469

12x24 – 10x20
10x10 – 8x12

OFF: (307) 283-2233
FAX: (307) 283-2995

TOLL FREE:  800-462-9973
P.O. BOX 620, SUNDANCE WY 82729

Your local post 
frame, steel roof 

and concrete 
builder
Custom 

Construction 
& Remodeling

For all your construction 
needs call

Jackmaster
Construction

Craig Wiggins 
746-3521

Cleaning 
Unlimited

Your Total Commercial 
& Residential 

Cleaning Service
• Fire 

& Water 
Restoration

• Carpet 
& Upholstery 

Cleaning
• 24-Hour 

Service

746-3296
Colleen Donaldson, Owner

R&H 
Storage

746-9608 
or 941-1757

P.O. Box 421,
Newcastle WY 82701

• 8 sizes to choose from
• Over 100 units
• Affordable rates
• Plenty of outside storage
• Secure, with light & fences
• East of Newcastle on Hwy. 16

MC2

Materi Chiropractic Center

Maintain your health through Chiropractic.
HEALTH = MC2

207 Main Street, Sundance WY
(307) 283-4040

“Every organ in your body is connected with 
the one under your hat.”

Doell 
Rental
Storage Units 

in several sizes
746-2181
746-5180

Morton 
Buildings
• In Business Since 1903

• 400,000+ Satisfied 
Customers

• Ranch
• Commercial

• Insulated Shops
www.mortonbuildings.com

P.O.Box 1847, Rapid City, S.D.

(605) 342-6623

746-2209
or

746-8045

  Clay C. Andersen

 Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Master Plumber & Builder
Construction & Remodels

Plumbing Installations & Repairs

Residential &
Light Commercial

30 Years’ Experience

Wesco 
Gas

Locally Owned
Propane Bulk Delivery

Home • Ranch • Oilfield
No Surcharge

Wesco Gas • P.O. Box 760
Newcastle WY 82701

307-746-4405

STARDUST HOMES
Your Local Dealer for Magnolia & Fuqua Homes

Singles and Doublewides built to HUD standards. Modular built to IRC/
UBC code. Same as a Stick Built. Homes now available with attached 
garages! Available for your foundation within 5 weeks of order date!

11 Meadowview Lane • Newcastle • 746-4947 / 941-9998

Bunions, Foot Pain, Warts, Ulcers, Neuromas, Ingrown 
Toenails, Hammertoes, Chronic Fractures, Calluses, Fungus, 

Odor, Diabetic Foot Exams, Plantar Fasciitis

Weston County Health Services
Call for Appointment

746-3702

DR. CRAIG CAPRON
Podiatric Physician

Brought to you by

WHITE CONSTRUCTION
Upton, Wyoming

307-468-2702

Visit us online at
http://whiteconstruction.biz

Residential
Commercial

New and Remodel
Concrete

Commercial ~ Residential
New Homes ~ Remodels ~ Pole Barns

All Phases of Construction

Chuck Six (307) 941-0436

Salt Creek
ConStruCtion

• •

746-2777
News Letter Journal
Public Fax • Public Copier
Office Supplies • Printer
Cartridges • Legal Forms

Notary Services • Business
Card Printing • Stamps

14 W. Main • Newcastle, WY

248 E. Wentworth
Newcastle WY 82701

746-4334
It feels 
just like 

Grandma’s

Pines Motel

Culligan
Water Conditioning

Richard D. Olstad

715 Jensen Hwy., P.O. Box 906
Hot Spring, SD 57747

605-745-3196

746-4279

LONGARM
QUILTING SERVICE.

Using hand-guided 
Gammil, edge-to-edge 
freehand, pantograph, 
limited custom, basting 
for hand quilting and 

binding for your quilts.

Painted
Threads

Quilting
Shelley Reed
307-746-2806

Get Results!
Advertise your business here!

Small ads (1x2) $8.25 per week *
Large ads (2x2) $16.50 per week *

* 26-week run required

Call 746-2777

The car guy you all know is now in town!

Rod Petranek
746-4475 or 866-328-7960
Evening Number 746-9622
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DBM Storage

923 S. Summit

°  5x10  -  $25.00
°  10x20 - $55.00

Donny/Barb Munger
(307) 941-1010 or 

(307) 941-1570

SMOKEY

MARK'S 
AUCTION CO.
& Appraisals

307-746-5869

smokeymarkauction.com

Need a 
financial 

statement 
or your 

bookkeeping done?

Payroll services
Low rates.

Linda
 Holland, CPA

746-2728

Black Hills 
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

746-4502
For all your plumbing & 

heating needs!
24-HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

1122 S. Summit, Newcastle

Licensed & Bonded

Snow Removal for 
Residential and Commercial

Walks • Driveways • Lots

 Call Aaron at 629-0749

We’ll even lift
your drifts!
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In Memoriam
In Loving Memory of
David Wayne Daigh
Who passed away

Nov. 7, 1986
We think of you often 
and make no out-
ward show. But what it 
means to lose you no 
one will ever know.
You wished no one 
farewell, not even said 
good-bye, You were 
gone before we knew 
it, and only God knows 
why.
You are not forgotten, 
nor will you ever be,
As long as life and 
memories last, We will 
remember thee.
To some you may be 
forgotten, to others a 
part of the past, But to 
us who loved you dear-
ly, your memories will 
always last.
Nothing can be more 
beautiful than the mem-
ories we have of you. 
To us you were some-
one special.
God must have thought 
so too.

Your Family

Card of Thanks
The family of Orville D. 
Whitney wishes to ex-
tend a heartfelt thanks 
to our friends and rela-
tives for all they have 
done during his ex-
tended illness. The 
cards, prayers, hugs 
and moral support 
have been greatly ap-
preciated.
Special thanks to Doro-
thy Walker-Brown, the 
VFW, and Don Scott 
with the I.O.O.F. and 
Gary Howell for the 
video tribute. Also, a 
special thanks to the 
doctors and staff at the 
Manor and Hospital.

The Whitney Family
p

Deadlines-Fridays!!!!

Card of Thanks
The family of Donna 
Garhart would like to 
thank all of our fami-
ly, friends and Church 
family for all the love, 
support, and prayers 
during our difficult 
loss.
Many thanks for all the 
food, flowers, visits, 
phone calls, and the 
Memorial donations.
A special thanks to Pas-
tor Fowler and Kit Fan-
ning of the First Baptist 
Church of Upton and 
also the Osage Ambu-
lance Volunteers.

God Bless You All,
The Garhart and 

Davey Family's
p

Christmas Fair
Annual Christmas 
Fair, Nov. 6th from 9-
4 at Weston County 
Senior Center. Tables 
available. Call Bobbie 
at 746-3002, Ronnie 
at 746-2736.

Join Us, Nov. 6th
Golly, we have sooo 
many surprises for you. 
Lots of familiar faces, 
lots of new faces all 
excited to see YOU! 
All of us are proud of 
our art and want you 
to like it too. Some 
new friends of Sha-
ron are: Deb, Sue, 
Peggy, Janet, Una, Mi-
chele and Gary. We 
have GREAT Cookies, 
Wassail and don't for-
get surprises -Satur-
day, Nov. 6-18 E. 
Woodstock, New-
castle. 44-1tp

Marine Corps-
Birthday

Marine Corps Birthday, 
Wednesday, Novem-
ber 10. At the Fountain 
Inn. Call Shane Sellers 
for details. 629-1373. 
44-1tc 

Church Bazaar
Join us at the  "Christ-
mas in Wyoming Ba-
zaar" at the First 
United Methodist 
Church, Saturday, 
November 20 from 
9 to 1:30. No early 
birds. Lunch served 
from 11 to 1:30 with 
coffee breaks starting 
at nine. Baked goods, 
Christmas crafts, dish 
cloths, slightly used 
and new treasures, 
plants, homemade 
gifts, greeting cards 
and children's toys. 
Gift Baskets to bid on. 
Raffle tickets for $100 
worth of groceries at 
Decker's and $100 
worth at Woody's. Ev-
eryone is invited to join 
us 23 N. Seneca for 
the festivities. 

Sunday School
First United Methodist 
Church Outreach Chil-
dren's Ministry invites 
you to drop off children 
for Sunday School at 9 
a.m. Children's Church 
at 10 a.m. Nursery 
care available. 41-4tc

Help Wanted
HELP WANTED: Katie 
Lynn Photography 
is seeking a part-time 
Receptionist/Sales As-
sistant. Approximate-
ly 15 hours per week, 
computer skills a must. 
Please call Katie @ 
746-5421 or email 
Katielynnphoto@mac.
com

American Greetings 
Part-time position. Ser-
vice Card depart -
ments. 
Apply at   http://ca-
reers.americangreet-
ings.com 
Reference Territory 
#1939 when applying. 
EOE. 42-3tp

Help Wanted
Help Wanted: Driv-
er needed. Please 
apply in person at the 
Weston County Se-
nior Center, 627 Pine 
Street, ask for Glenda. 
43-2tc

Wild Hare Books
Wild Hare Books. 
Book Sale.  Silhouette 
and Harlequins 50 for 
$3, all others buy 3 
get one free.
 

Cliff's Tree 
Service

Collective Pruning, 
Crown Cleaning, Re-
moval, Fer tilizing. 
Local references avail-
able. Insured. 629-
1813 or 746-3672. 

For Sale
FOR SALE: 2-Horse, 
Outback Horse Trailer 
by Circle J, like new 
asking $4500. Call 
746-4962. 42-3tp

FOR SALE: Crafts-
man 32" snowblow-
er in excellent condi-
tion, 10 H.P., 5-Speed 
W/Chains-$350-Firm. 
746-4565. 44-3tp

FOR SALE: Hospi-
tal Bed,  Walker on 
Wheels, Bathtub Seat. 
Upton, 468-2239. 44-
3tp

Firewood for sale, 
$50 per pickup load. 
Please call 746-4227. 
42-3t

FREE to a good 
home, 2 kittens, male 
and female about 2 
1/2 months old. Have 
first shots and are lit-
ter box trained. Please 
call 746-8449 43-2tf

Deadlines-Fridays!!!!!

For Sale
FOR SALE: Pine Fire 
wood in Upton. Pick 
up or delivery. Call 
Eric at 307-272-7892 
or Devlin at 307-629-
0804. 40-6tp

Trailer Space
Trailer Space for rent 
for a small trailer only. 
$125 per month. 746-
4060. 41-5tp

Rentals
Available immediately 
1 BR and Studio Apart-
ments. No Pets! Call 
629-0909. 44-tfc

FOR RENT: Three bed-
room house. $800 per 
month. 307-299-9897. 
42-tfn

APARTMENT for rent. 
Call, 941-1240. 41-4tp

FOR RENT: Four bed-
room, 2-story house 
near the Catholic 
Church, $750 +utili-
ties. Lease and deposit 
required. Smoke Free. 
Call 605-209-0607. 
43-3tp

FOR RENT: Super Nice 
Two bedroom mobile 
home, furnished. $400 
+utilities. Call 746-
3429. 40-3tp

FOR RENT: 3 BR, 2 
BA, Mobile Home. 
Also 16x80, 4 BR, 2 
BA 746-9446. 28-24tc

FOR  RENT: 3 bed-
room mobile home, no 
pets. Call 746-5711 or 
746-9469. 40-tfc

Fax
We offer public fax-
ing. 14 West Main.

Topo Maps
News Letter Journal 
carries topographi-
cal maps for Weston 
County.

Land For Sale
FOR SALE: 85+ Acres 
next to Mallo. (North 
of Newcastle.) Call 
Jimmy Finley at 307-
746-4542. 41-6tp

Home For Sale
Open House

HOUSE FOR SALE: 
Open House, Friday, 
November 12, 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. 13 W. Win-
throp Street, 3+ bed-
room, 2 Bath. 44-2tp

Home For Sale
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
3100 sq. ft. home for 
sale with 32x50 de-
tached garage. Go to 
www.Newastlehome-
forsale.com for contact 
info pictures  call 307-
629-0909. 

Auto Service
XTREME WORX 
AUTO SERVICE

There's a new shop in 
town looking to service 
your vehicle. Call me 
up and I'll fix you up! 
Military, Senior and 
Police Enforcement Dis-
counts. Randell Bryan 
307-629-0481. Hours 
Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m. - Saturday, 7 a.m. 
to noon. 2891 West 
Main. 42-tfc

Deadline-Friday!

Self-Help
AA Meeting at the 
hospital dining room 
on Tuesdays and Fri-
days at 8 p.m. 746-
9791.

AA Meeting Old 
Mill Basement-
Open Door. Sun-
days, Wednesdays 
and  Fridays at 7 p.m. 
Smoking is permitted. 
746-2293, more info.

Deadlines-Fridays!!!

Self-Help
AL-ANON (help for 
family and friends of 
alcoholics) meets every 
Tuesday night at 
6:45  p.m. Mondell 
Heights. For more 
information call 746-
9791.

TOPS Meeting on 
Tuesdays at 5 p.m. 
a First United Meth-
odist Church base-
ment. Contact Norma 
Lease 746-4568

TOPS Club meet-
ing every Thursday 
morning at the First 
United Methodist 
Church for more infor-
mation contact Grace 
Davis, 7464531. 

AlaTeen-Support 
Group. Any young-
ster, any issues. Tues-
days, 7 p.m. Old Mill 
Inn, Downstairs. 629-
0211, all calls are con-
fidential. 53-tfc

Recreation
2008 Kawasaki KFX 
450R brand new, 
make an offer. 746-
4974. 44-2tp

Office Furniture
We have a great se-
lection of office furni-
ture in our catalog to 
choose from. We can 
order it, deliver it and 
even help you set it up. 
Call today for a cata-
log, or just informa-
tion 746-2777, ask for 
Becky.

We carry HON Furni-
ture which has a life-
time warranty. Get the 
Best. Call News Letter 
Journal at 746-2777. 

Notary
News Letter Journal 
has a public notary, 
14 West Main.

Rummage Sale
154 Butte Drive- 
November 6th, 8 a.m. 
to afternoon. 2 older 
Yamaha 4-Wheelers, 
Boys Gear Bike, Chop-
per Replica Bicycle, 
Barn Wood Shelves, 
Mirrors, Frames, Snow 
Blower, Candy Bou-
quet Containers. 44-
1tp

Carport Sale
Two Family Carport 
Sale, November 5th 
and 6th Friday from 
10-4, Saturday from 
8-3. Furniture and 
Misc items. Will can-
cel if weather is bad. 
3297 North Sage 
Circle. 44-1tp

Wy-Cans
WYOMING PRESS ASSOCIA-

TION DOES NOT ENDORSE 

AND HAS NOT VERIFIED THE 

LEGITIMACY OF THESE AD-

VERTISERS

NEW NORWOOD 
SAWMILLS. Lumber-
Mate-Pro handles logs 
34” diameter, mills 
boards 28” wide. Au-
tomated quick-cycle-
sawing increases ef-
ficiency up to 40%! 
www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com/300N. 1-
800-661-7746. Ext. 
300N.

 
SMALL CHEYENNE 
CPA FIRM SEEKS 
STAFF ACCOUN-
TANT. B.S. in Account-
ing required. CPA 
candidate preferred. 
Send resume with let-
ter to: 311 West 18th 
Street, Cheyenne, WY 
82001.
 

Deadline
The deadline for the 
News Letter is on Fri-
day. Noon for legals 
and 5 p.m. for news 
and ads, 746-2777.
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Prime   7121+- Acre Trophy Ranch – Near Sundance, Wyoming
MONDAY     NOVEMBER 22, 2010    10:30 am mst

Homesteaded by the Bush family in the early 1900’s 

Also selling 124 USFS 

The Newcastle Police Department
is accepting applications for the position of

Police Officer
The starting salary is $17.08 per hour with a .50 cent 
an hour raise at the end of a successful (1) one year 
probation along with a Comprehensive Step Raise 
System. Benefits include paid health and dental 
insurance, City contributes to Wyoming Retirement, 
life insurance and longevity track as well as sick 
leave and vacation.
Qualifications: Minimum of 21 years of age, United 
States Citizen, High School Diploma or equivalent, 
be able to pass background investigation, and be 
free of any physical, emotional or mental conditions 
which might adversely affect the applicant’s 
performance as a peace officer, Preference may 
be given to Wyoming Certified Police Officers.  
Deadline to have application packets returned is 
November 30, 2010.
Application packets may be picked up or called for 
at the Newcastle Police Department; 25 N. Sumner 
St. Newcastle Wyoming 82701, 307-746-4486. 

Weston County School District 
# 1 is accepting applications for 

custodial substitutes.
Applications are available at the administration 

office, 116 Casper Avenue, Newcastle, WY, 
Monday-Friday, 7:00 am- 4:30 pm, or on the

school website at weston1.k12.wy.us s
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Statewide
1-800-453-0191

235 S. David St., Ste. C
307-234-2401

Neil Short
Lawyer

The Wyoming State Bar does not certify any lawyer as a specialist or expert. Anyone 
considering a lawyer should independently investigate the lawyer’s credentials and 
ability, and not rely upon advertisements or self-proclaimed expertise.

Serving Wyoming

HOUSEKEEPER
Full-time position with benefits. Must be able to work 
weekends and holidays.  $2.00 weekend differential. No 
experience necessary, we will train. EOE  Post-offer; pre-
employment drug screens required. Applications available 
at Weston County Health Services, 1124  Washington Blvd, 

Newcastle, WY or 
call Shirley Parks 
at 307-746-3707.

N e w c a s t l e  A p a r t m e n t s
has 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments for rent.

HUD subsidized, Section 8. Rental based on income.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

2115 Delaware • Newcastle, WY
307-746-9330 • TDD 1-800-877-9975

FREE hEaRing aids
attEntion MinERs & Mining 

subcontRactoRs activE oR REtiREd:

YouR subsidY has doublEd!

Preferred
Provider!

For more information go to

www.precisionhearingaids.com
or call Toll Free 888-581-5813

Hearing aids provided by Wyoming
Miners Board Subsidy and Precision

Hearing Aid Centers of Wyoming

or call Toll Free 888-581-5813

NortherN WyomiNg meNtal health CeNter
is accepting applications for a full-time 

secretarial position. Applicant must be a high 
school graduate, possess good computer and 

organizational skills, enjoy working with the 
public and be willing to work flexible hours.

 Excellent benefits. Salary DOE.
Send resume to: NWMHC,

420 Deanne Ave, Newcastle, WY 82701
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CARD/GIFT
MAKING

MADE EASY
Fee:  $5 per month

for 3 items
Day:  Every 3rd Monday

Dates:  2/21 – 4/18
Time:  7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Registration Deadline:

1st Monday of each month

PINWHEELS
AND

RECTANGLE
QUILT

Fee:  $45 + $4.50
for pattern + supplies

Day:  Thursdays
Date:  2/24 – 3/31

Time:  6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Registration Deadline:  2/17

HOCKEY GAME
RC RUSH

VS.
LAREDO BUCKS

Fee:  $35 per person 
(Includes game ticket

and trip) 
Day:  Saturday

Date:  3/19
Departure:  4:30 p.m.

Approx. Return:  12:00 a.m.
Registration Deadline:  2/4

DRIVERS
EDUCATION

Fee:  $50
Days: Mondays/Thursdays

(required to attend one day a week)  
Start Date:  2/17

Time:  6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Registration Deadline:  2/10

SAVORY
FILLED BREADS

Fee:  $20
Day:  Wednesday

Date:  2/16
Time:  5:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Registration Deadline:  2/9

INDOOR WALKING
No Fee

Days:  Monday - Friday
Dates:  1/10 – 5/31

Time:  5:30 a.m. – 7:00 a.m.
& 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Location:  NHS, NMS and 
mornings only for NES

*Please register before participating

KARATE
Fee:  $10 single

$20 family
per month

Days:  Tuesday/Thursday
Dates:  1/11 - 5/26

Time:  7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
*Sign up anytime

KICKBOXING
Fee:  $35 per month

Days:  Tuesday/Thursday
Dates:  2/1 - 5/26

Time:  7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
*Sign up anytime

VARIETY
FITNESS

CLUB
*Ladies Only*

No Fee
Days:  Monday - Friday

Dates:  2/1 - 5/27
Time:  5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

*Sign up anytime

SQUARE DANCING
Fee:  $2 per person,

per session
Days:  Mondays (class night) & 
1st & 3rd Fridays (dance night)

Dates:  1/17 - 5/27
Time:  7:00 – 9:00 p.m. & 

7:30 – 9:45 p.m.
*Sign up anytime

EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION

Fee:  $10
Day:  Saturday

Dates:  2/26
Time:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Registration Deadline:  2/18

HOW TO START A 
QUALITY  CHILDCARE

BUSINESS
Fee:  $10

Day:  Saturday
Dates:  2/26

Time:  1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Registration Deadline:  2/18

Newcastle EWC Outreach
February General Interest Classes

*Please call Newcastle EWC Outreach

746-3603
for further details on our classes.

Time for ranchers to round up and sell the bulls
As I sit at my desk, watching 

the latest deposit of new snow 
being blown into sizeable 

drifts across the yard and the road, 
it’s hard to imagine heading to a bull 
sale, let alone being able to conceive 
of green grass and turn-out time. But, 
whether we can believe it or not, we’re 
only 45 days or so from the first calf 
on the ground — and then, hopefully, 
that season of renewal when the colors 
of nature transform from grays and 
browns (and white) to the soft colors 
of spring. (Frankly, I can hardly wait. 
Winter has returned! With all the 
years of drought and warmer weather, 
we had a dearth of “real winter,” but 
that shortage now seems to be at an 
end. Please, somebody, preach global 
warming to me right now!)

In the good ol’ days, when we were 
first ranching, we ran all Simmental 
bulls. They were nice looking crit-
ters, usually provided great weight 
gain, but we have since become more 
focused on what sells the best and 
in the past few years have finally 
weaned out all the other breeds and 
gone 100 percent Black Angus. (Not 
to “dis” any of the other breeds, but 
this one works for us.)

Our wonderful vet, Pete Vorpahl, 
(recently featured in the News Letter 
Journal), keeps up a constant stream 
of commentary about our black cattle 
every time he works with them.  

“Hey now, Mabel! You are just 
like your mama! Listen, Louise, just 
calm down and get right in here.” 
(Pete somehow manages to name each 
and every cow that goes through the 
chute.)

For the most part, ours are gentle 
and quiet (some of them too much 
so, but that’s a story for another day), 
but cattle don’t like to be corralled, or 
isolated, or bothered. I agree with them. 
I don’t like to corral or isolate or bother 
them, unless it’s absolutely necessary. 
When they are penned and separated 
and disturbed, it’s anybody’s guess 
what the results might be. At least our 
place is not like some ranches, where 
it’s a good day working cattle if nobody 
gets sent to the emergency room.

The herd, by now, is all black. It’s 
SO boring! We used to have one of those 
“rainbow herds” that are so colorful, 
but don’t sell as well as the ones that 
are uniform and consistent; the calves 
all the same color, all relatively the 
same size at shipping. We do have one 
white-faced cow left. She had a cancer 

eye, which Pete 
removed for us 
several years ago 
— and we never 
attempted to 
sell her because 
you take such a 
beating with one 
that has a defect 
of any sort. (I 
can’t even calcu-
late how old she 
is, but she raises 
a nice, big calf ever year. And she is 
my one hope of getting a variation on 
the theme of “all black-hided.”)

Our first bulls were leased from 
a cattle trader up near Gillette. The 
arrangement worked fine for us, then, 
but  I wouldn’t recommend it, mainly 
because you like your animals to be 
young, virgin — and to be isolated 
from everybody else’s animals. Those 
first years we had such a mish-mash, 
just trying to get a feel for the market 
— what would sell, what would do 
well in our country, and a myriad of 
other considerations.  

We started with vari-colored 
Simmentals. One was cream-colored, 
almost like a Charolais. One was 
yellow with a white brockle face and 
“scurs” (which are the nubs of horns 
that the animal was born with, or that 
sometimes happen when a dehorning 
doesn’t quite work). And for several 
years we ran black “Simmies,” all 
black or with brockle faces.

My dictionary doesn’t like the 
words “brockle” or “scurs.” I suppose 
there are some terms that are strictly 
ranching jargon and known nowhere 
else. A brockle-faced cow is one of any 
color, with a white face and spots of the 
main color. Those are the photogenic 
animals, baby calves with a splash 
of spots across their faces or even, in 
some cases, across their bodies.  

Some of the neighbors have devel-
oped their herds, as we have, to be 
uniform in color and size — and 
some have the rainbow herds that are 
so picturesque. There are even some 
of the belted cattle around, which 
don’t sell well at all, but sure are 
cute. (Pardon me, all you big, tough 
ranchers whose vernacular does not 
include the word “cute.”) We watched 
a group of belted calves go through 
the sale barn one time and were 
just heartbroken for the sellers. They 
really took a beating compared to the 
same-size, same-color calves which 

were minus the white cummerbund.
Our early bull-buying forays were 

often adventures in winter-time travel. 
For some reason, the bull sales start 
way early in the year (to my mind). If 
you look at the sale schedules right now, 
there are dozens of sales in January and 
February. The first Simmental sales we 
attended were either in Baker, Mont., 
or Ogalala, Neb., — in February. (In 
fact, the Montana sale used to end up 
falling on Valentine’s Day occasion-
ally. Not to miss an opportunity, we 
celebrated Valentine’s Day with a nice 
steak dinner — the night before the 
bull sale. We even found a home-town 
café in Baker that served side pork for 
breakfast. What a treat!)

Now we stick closer to home for 
our bull sales, mostly attending those 
in Belle Fourche, although all of the 
“local” barns in South Dakota and 
Northeast Wyoming have bull sales 
scheduled from now through April. 
Most of the sellers have some sort 
of guarantee, many have the bulls’ 
semen tested before sale time, almost 
all measure the scrotal sack. (There’s a 
story, or comment in there, for sure, but 
I’m going to leave it alone, discretion 
being the better part of valor — and 
wisdom. The theory being larger, uh, 
characteristics, mean better fertility.)

I’ll warrant that most of the buyers 
have fairly strict guidelines for their 
purchases. At one time, we were a 
little less discriminatory, but you live 
and you learn. Now, we not only 
restrict our bull-buying to bulls that 
are tested and (usually) those that are 
guaranteed and polled (hornless), but 
those that are touted as being gentle. 
Thus, we hope to avoid some of those 
emergency room possibilities that 
ranchers deal with. (In a later story, 
I’ll explain how, in the past, that hasn’t 
always proven true.)

One year we bought bulls from a 
seller I shall not name, knowing that 
the philosophy, “What’s in a name? 
That which we call a rose by any other 
name would smell as sweet,” is not 
always true. The opposite viewpoint, 
that your name may be the only thing 
your father gave you and you certainly 
want to keep it pure and clean (to 
paraphrase the poet), is probably more 
accurate.  

These bulls had great stats, good 
rates of gain, small birth and weaning 
weights, good size for yearlings, and 
so forth. Unfortunately, that year we 
didn’t pay close enough attention to the 
gentleness factor.  

We like to save the seller the trip 
all the way out here, if possible, so I 

agreed to meet the guy at a neighbor’s 
ranch, maybe 30 miles south of us. At 
the specified time, I arrived with our 
horse trailer and was directed where 
to back it up in preparation for loading 
the bulls.

I guess my first clue should have 
been that this man, the owner, the bull 
merchant, stopped and picked up a 
good-sized stick when he followed me 
into the corral. He continued to follow 
me as we proceeded to the pen where 
our two bulls were waiting.

“You never know,” he said, “this 
bull is out of such-and-such blood 
line.”

I bluffed my way on through, hol-
lered more fiercely than usual, and got 
the bulls loaded without incident. (My 
spouse occasionally comments that he 
thinks I can scare or badger a critter 
— two-legged or four — into doing 
what I want!)

Needless to say, I was distraught to 
think that we had paid really (really) 
good money for bulls that couldn’t be 
trusted. Unfortunately, having made 
the mistake, we couldn’t afford to 
get rid of the bulls at a loss because 
of what they might do. Sure enough, 
they proved to be trouble from the 
get-go. When the seller called us some 
time later, I told him how displeased 
I was with their temperament and he 
offered to replace the bulls, minus the 
“salvage value” (whatever we could 
make by selling them at the barn). I 
pleasantly turned him down — and 
we’ve never gone to that particular 
seller again.

This is what I mean by keeping 
your good name honorable. Most of us 
have long, long (long) memories!

Nicky Groenewold Photo

You got it from your father
It was all he had to give
So it’s yours to use and cherish
For as long as you may live
If you lost the watch he gave you
It can always be replaced;
But a black mark on your name
Can never be erased
It was clean the day you took it
And a worthy name to bear
When he got it from his father
There was no dishonor there
So make sure you guard it wisely
After all is said and done
You’ll be glad the name is spotless
When you give it to your son.
  
 – Anonymous
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