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On March 5, the Weston County 
Museum District hosted an oral 
history presented by Rhonda 
Sedgwick-Stearns. The event took 
place at the Weston County Library 
and was open to the public. Stearns 
was asked to present her account of 
growing up in rural Weston County. 

During the hour-and-a-half presen-
tation, Stearns spoke of years past and 
growing up in the country with her 
parents, Francis and Violet Sedgwick, 
on a ranch south of Newcastle. She 

spoke fondly of the hard work and 
determination of the older genera-
tions that helped to settle and estab-
lish Newcastle. Her recollections also 
included tales of rare trips into town 
to stock up on groceries and supplies 
and take care of business. 

As a young girl growing up in the 
country, Stearns said, she was fasci-
nated with all the things she would see 
in town, such as her first encounter 
with a Nickelodeon machine. Stearns 
recalled her horror at the bright lights, 
pings, and noises it emitted as she 
watched the electric machine come 
to life. 

Stearns also spoke of family and 
community through the years and 
how reliance on neighbors helped 
many families through some very 
tough times. She believes that the 
neighborly attitude is still alive and 

Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

Weston County’s Republican Party is alive and well, if the turnout 
and participation at the party’s recent leadership election meeting is 
any indication. 

Party members reelected Kari Drost as chairwoman. Allen Slagle, who 
is also the House District 2 representative, will be the vice chair, with 
Stan Jasinski as secretary and Jamie Farnsworth as treasurer. Mick Bohn 
was selected to be the state committeeman, and Ann Slagle will be the 
state committeewoman. 

The grassroots organization starts with the precinct committee men 
and women that present the opinions and concerns of the people living 
in their neighborhoods, according to Drost, who was re-elected to her 
leadership position. 

Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

Newcastle High School was in an 
extended lockdown on March 15 
after the school was informed that a 

student had brought a gun to school. 
There have been no injuries reported 
as a result of the incident, but after 
the school’s administration confirmed 
that a gun had been brought to school 
both Newcastle Middle School and 

the high school remained locked down 
while law enforcement investigated 
the situation. 

“It is no secret; we actually recov-
ered a gun on school grounds. I don’t 
know if we know the full intent, but 

the nice thing is everyone is alive.,” 
Weston County School District #1 
Superintendent Brad LaCroix told the 
News Letter Journal. 

According to LaCroix, the lock-
down began after a student came 

forward with information about 
another student having a gun in the 
high school on Wednesday morning.

“Thank goodness they did,” he said.
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NLJ file photo
Rhonda Sedgwick-Stearns, shown 
here in 2016, is a writer who shared 
her stories of growing up in rural 
Weston County during a March 5 pre-
sentation at Weston County Library.

Student brings gun to school

Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

A solution to the technology 
issues plaguing the online 
viewing option offered for meet-
ings of the Board of Weston 
County Commissioners could be 
on the horizon after Gold West 
Technologies, the county’s tech-
nology provider, offered to come 
on-site to investigate the problem. 

The News Letter Journal and 
other viewers have experienced no 
sound, being kicked out of meetings 
or no access to the meetings as the 
county has begun live-streaming its 
meetings. The issues have been dis-
cussed on various occasions, with 
no resolution. 

Citing a desire to address those 
issues, Commissioners Don 
Taylor, Vera Huber and Garrett 
Borton met with an outside tech 
professional who laid out several 
concerns that could be causing 
the troubles. That meeting drew 

the ire of the other two com-
missioners and raised questions 
of open meeting violations, and 
Weston County Clerk Becky 
Hadlock responded by sending an 
email on March 17 to “address 
the misinformation and assump-
tions regarding my many efforts to 
remedy the livestream problem.”

The email and letter were sent 
at 2:40 p.m. from Hadlock to all 
five commissioners, emergency 
management coordinator Gilbert 
Nelson, Alexis Barker of the 
News Letter Journal and Nicholas 
Trandahl of the Weston County 
Gazette. 

In the email, Hadlock stated that 
she has continually visited with IT 
professionals about the complaints, 
and that they have determined  
there was no problem. 

“There is not an issue on our 
end; there is an issue with the 
individuals trying to log on. I have 

— See Stearns, Page 2

— See Republicans, Page 2

— See County, Page 7

County tech 
issue continues 
to confuse

Stearns tells tales from the ranch

Republican party 
elects officers

Lining up

Photo by Walter Sprague/NLJ
On Friday, March 17, the Fountain Inn hosted a St. Patrick’s Day bash in the bar/lounge, complete with karaoke. 
Above, Kimberly Bryant lines up her pool shot during the evening’s festivities. See more photos on Page 7.
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(844) 910-3226

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-
integrated solar + battery 
storage system, stores solar 
energy that can power your 
whole home during utility power 
outages and save you money on 
your electric bill.

Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

Weston County’s unemployment rate 
remained one of the lowest in the state in 
January, despite increasing by 0.4%, according 
to a March 14 report from the Wyoming 
Department of Workforce Services Research 
and Planning Division. 

“Teton County reported the lowest unemploy-
ment rate in January at 2.7%. It was followed by 
Weston County at 2.9% and Converse County at 
3.3%,” the report says. “The highest rates were 
found in Sweetwater County at 5.3%, Big Horn 
County at 5.2% and Fremont County at 5.2%.” 

According to the report, Weston County fol-
lowed the normal seasonal pattern by increasing 
from the 2.4% seen in December to the 2.9% 
recorded in January. 

“Unemployment rates usually rise in January 
because of seasonal job losses in construction, 
retail trade, professional & business service and 
government,” the report states. 

Year over year, Weston County was one of 
nine counties to see the unemployment rate 
decrease from 3.2% to 2.9%. Thirteen counties 

saw their unemployment rates increase, and 
Crook County’s unemployment rate remained 
unchanged. 

Statewide, the unemployment rate in January 
was reported to be 4.3%, up from 3.6% in 
December. 

Seasonally adjusted, the rates were 3.9% in 
both months. Seasonal adjustment is a statis-
tical procedure to remove the impact of normal 
regularly recurring events — such as weather, 
major holidays, and the opening and closing of 
schools — from economic time series to better 
understand changes to economic conditions from 
month to month, the report explains. 

“Wyoming has recently completed a compre-
hensive annual revision of its unemployment 
data. The new data show that Wyoming’s unem-
ployment rate hit a low point of 3.2% in April 
2022 and then increased modestly to 3.9% in 
October 2022. Wyoming’s unemployment rate 
remained stable at 3.9% from October 2022 to 
January 2023,” the report says

Nationally, the unemployment rate was 
3.9% in January, up from 3.3% in December. 
Seasonally adjusted, the rates were 3.4% and 
3.5% respectively. 

Unemployment up in January 

well in our area and is, in part, what continues 
to make Weston County such a close-knit 
community. 

Her stories included names and locations of 
long-gone businesses of yesteryear, such as the 
Red Owl grocery and the Paris drugstore. She 
spoke fondly of getting to know all the shop 
owners and the sense of pride that she had in 
having friends and acquaintances when her 
family came to town. 

At age 17, Stearns became the youngest 
person to be inducted into the Cowgirl Hall 
of Fame in 1962. Induction is based on dif-
ferent criteria, including horsemanship, cattle 
breeding, the rodeo industry, ranching and 
stockmanship. She also spent many years of her 
youth traveling around the United States with 
her parents, performing and playing organ at 
rodeos and events. In later years, she continued 
to travel the country with her husband, Will 
Stearns, speaking and performing at Cowboy 
Poetry events and hiring on at ranches when and 
wherever needed. 

Stearns is also an accomplished writer with 
two books to her credit, “Sky Trails, The Life 
of Clyde W. Ice” and “Prairie Trails of Miz 
Mac.” She began writing at age 19 and has been 
a regular writer and contributor to the Tri State 
Livestock News and the Wyoming Wrangler, 
and an occasional contributor to the News 
Letter Journal, with plans to become a regular 
contributor (see her column on page 4). She said 
that she doesn’t have any immediate plans for 
another book, but an autobiography covering 
her amazing life and her Christian testimony is 
not off the table. 

Stearns said that Miz Mac, the subject of one 
of her books, was one of the most interesting 
persons that she has met during her years of 
travels. She met Mac when both were being 
inducted into the Cowgirl Hall of Fame. 

Her tale was one of overcoming extreme 
hardships as a widowed ranch wife in New 
Mexico. After she witnessed her husband being 
struck and killed by lightning, Mac had to raise 
her kids and provide for her family single-
handedly. Against all odds, she rose to new 
heights and was the first female in New Mexico 
to be inducted into the Cowgirl Hall of Fame for 
agricultural improvements to her land. Details 
of this amazing woman are covered in Stearns 
book “Prairie Trails of Miz Mac. “

As a long-time member of the historical 
society, Stearns feels that keeping local history 
alive is very important. From preserving older 
buildings and structures throughout town, to 
archiving historical records, she wants to see 
the past kept for future generations to discover. 

Stearns says that the younger generations 
should also get involved in the historical society 
and help with setting up much-needed fund-
raisers and organizing tours of local historical 
sites in the area. She loves seeing the progress 
being made in the community but says she 
knows that understanding the history and sacri-
fices that our ancestors made is key to keeping 
the community on the right track.

The Weston County Museum District is 
hosting multiple oral history presentations 
made by local families and individuals. Future 
speaking events are coming up and are free for 
the public to attend. 

Stearns from Page 1 .......................................................................................

“The precinct committee 
men and women are the most 
important part of our represen-
tative republic, as they are the 
closest to the people and where 
all great initiatives start. During 
the past two years, the Weston 
County Republican Party has 
filled over 90% of its role 
in local government through 
ongoing interactions with 
elected officials,” Drost said. 
“I am so proud that people like 
the tone and direction the party 
is taking enough to actively 
participate in meetings and 
events in increased numbers 
every year.” 

Participating in the elections 
at the meeting were 19 of the 20 
precinct committee people, she 
said. And virtually all of those 
individuals participated in the 
meeting in some way. 

Members also selected a 
leadership team that will work 
to organize the party and bring 
local Republicans’ concerns to 
the Wyoming Republican Party. 

“The new leadership team 
will continue its work of lis-
tening to the people, holding 
elected officials accountable 
and staying true to the fun-
damental conservative prin-
ciples outlined in the Wyoming 

Republican Party platform,” 
Drost said.

The local party also recog-
nized, profiled and thanked 
six elected officials, all 
Republicans, for their work: 
Secretary of State Chuck Gray, 
U.S. Rep. Harriet Hagemann, 
Rep. Chip Neiman, Rep. 
Allen Slagle, Sen. Cheri 
Steinmetz and Weston County 
Commissioner Don Taylor. 

To view the entire meeting 
please see the Republican Party 
Central Committee meeting 
recording on the News Letter 
Journal’s YouTube channel.

Republicans from Page 1 ................................................................

Photo by Walter Sprague/NLJ
On Monday, March 13, the Weston County Republican Party Central Committee held an 
organizational meeting. Election of officers were held and several resolutions were passed, 
thanking various elected officials from federal to local offices. Above, Jamie and Tom 
Farnsworth look over paperwork at the meeting.



Issues in my eyes
To the Editor:
Went to a city council meeting. Talked about three issues:
1. Killing and removing deer in our town. Some of these 

deer are pregnant. (Bad news)
2. Street lights are not working; why are we paying if not 

on and working?
3. Streets are a joke. I pointed out several examples. Drive 

around town and check the streets. Pot holes everywhere. 
Has anyone ever heard of gravel? 

No action taken except going after deer. 

— Ed Kiesling

More than one side to every 
story

To the Editor: 
Thank you for understanding that there are 

always as many sides and perspectives as there 
are individuals, and just because there are only 
“a few” or “a minority” does not mean their 
voices (the few) do not matter and are somehow “less than” 
or not deserving of equality as “the many” or the majority. 

Instead of “common sense” which 1. Is not always sen-
sible, and 2. not reliable, I suggest taking the “what would 
Jesus do” approach. 

What would Jesus do in the Equality State? Say some 
people, the majority, are the only ones the state exists for? 
Wyoming is the least populous state. Should our voices all 
be disregarded by the other 49 states? 

It would be nice (or would it?) if everyone shared our 
particular views, but, unfortunately (or fortunately), people 
have many different experiences, values and persuasions. 

Praise God that there is only one Truth and God alone 
knows our hearts. Let us refrain from judging people who 
are different from us. Lest we be found to not measure up 
ourselves. 

— Lea Mendinghall 

Radical methods for radical 
situations

To the Editor:
When are we going to wake up? We are being invaded 

and infiltrated by the Mexican cartel and doing nothing. If 
another country were sending drugs and criminals here it 
would be an act of war. 

AMLO is not a friend of ours, and the biggest action we 
could take against him would be to stop all the transfers 
of money to Mexico. We are giving these migrants money 

and they send what they can back 
to Mexico, billions of dollars taken 
from our economy. 

We are being invaded in every 
big city. We are losing 100,000 
people a year and do not attempt to 
stop the invasion. Some states are 
starting to look at laws to punish 
anyone selling fentanyl with death 
or long imprisonment, but nothing 
from the feds.

Mexico has become dependent on the billions they 
receive from us. We could pay most of the cost of sup-
porting the immigrants with the money they are sending 
back and it would immediately get AMLO’s attention.

The United States is the only force for decency and order 
on the planet and we are degrading ourselves with woke, 
DEI and ESG and think we are doing the right thing. We 
are the standard the rest of the world tries to achieve, and 
here we are killing our religion, which is the basis of our 
society.

Another alternative might be to send a military expedi-
tion about a hundred miles into Mexico and set up a do-
not-cross line and stop everybody. Mexico would not like 
it, but what are they going to do? We could still maintain 
our normal business across the border.

These may be radical methods but we are in a radical 
situation.

— Don Thorson

IDEASIDEAS
Deadline for 
Letters to the 
Editor is noon 

on Friday
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Despite the continued clutch 
of Jack Frost, cancelled 
track meets and difficult 

travel, Newcastle has a lot to be 
thankful for this week. 

Our little town in the middle of 
nowhere joined the list of communi-
ties in America last week that have 
experienced a brush with potential 
tradgedy in our school, and we can 
all probably see a little more easily 
the joy of continuing another week. 
Even if it is complete with mundane 
demands and routine rituals. 

In addition to being thankful for 
our safe children, wonderful school 

administration and police officers 
who reacted properly in the face 
of a situaiton we all hoped would 
never come, we have the opportu-
nity to be thankful for continued 
moisture, the chance for our kids to 
continue their education without the 
loss of other students and the ability 
to embrace the future. 

Along those lines, here at 
the News Letter Journal we are 
thankful  for all of our readers and 
advertisers. We are also thankful 
for the continued opportunity to 
keep the community up-to-date 
on the latest happenings in an 

increasing number of avenues. 
If you haven’t had the 

opportunity, please jump on the 
newslj.com website and check out 
the second episode of the NLJ’s 
podcast featuring our very own 
Alexis Barker and Bob Bonnar. 
You can also find the Top of Main 
Podcast on Spotify and your other 
favorite podcast spots. 

As always, all of the latest state-
wide and local news is available 
on the newslj.com website and 
you can find recordings from local 
government meetings on the News 
Letter Journal’s YouTube channel. 

A lot to be thankful for
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Our View

With the pandemic 
behind us and 
Wyoming sites and 

sights soon opening, it is 
time for me to start compiling 
what I call my “Wyoming 
Bucket List.”

This list is based 
on an expression 
from the movie 
The Bucket List, 
which featured 
Jack Nicholson and 
Morgan Freeman, 
where two guys with 
terminal cancer put 
together a list of 
places they wanted to 
go before they died 
(or kicked the bucket).

Their list even included 
sitting on top of the Pyramids 
in Egypt. Not me. I like to 
keep my list localized to 
Wyoming and I love to share 
it with all my friends around 
the state. Some of them are 
even kind enough to say they 
eagerly await my annual list 
and then travel the state 
visiting my suggested sites. 

I have yet to get to all my 
choices in one year but a few 
folks say they have made it. 
Good for them. 

My 77th birthday is coming 
up as I write this which may 
also have a limiting effect on 
my traveling efforts. Plus, there 
are the demands of seeing 
grandchildren out of state. 
We have both a high school 
graduation and a wedding in 
Washington state, this year, 
for example. 

It is such a relief to have 

the COVID pandemic behind 
us. I did not publish lists for 
a few years because places 
were closed and we were told 
to stay at home back in 2020 
and 2021. Last year was pretty 

much open but I 
believe 2023 might 
see an all-time-
record for Wyoming 
tourism. There is one 
catch to this predic-
tion, though: will 
this snow ever melt? 
Huge snowpack 
may keep some back 
roads closed and 
sites buried. 

Here are my 
ideas for my 2023 Wyoming 
Bucket List:

My first trip will be to 
Laramie to tour the University 
of Wyoming while attending 
the college graduation of our 
grandson Wolf Johnson 
in May. 

I love UW. There is so much 
to see and so much going on. 
Folks all across Wyoming, who 
do not have relatives attending 
the school, just do not realize 
what we have there. It belongs 
to all of us and we paid for 
it. Please join me and check 
out UW this year. Besides, the 
entire Laramie/Albany County 
area is spectacular. 

The greatest new tourist 
attraction in Wyoming over 
the last 50 years is the massive 
National Museum of Military 
Vehicles south of Dubois. This 
place is spectacular. Dan and 
Cynthia Starks have made 
a monumental donation to 

the future of our country by 
focusing on military history 
made by veterans who are 
disappearing each day. 

We have been there many 
times but new exhibits have 
been created and new buildings 
built. It is just amazing. Please 
go see and plan on getting 
dazzled and be so impressed 
with the efforts of our country 
during great wars and 
other conflicts. 

Dinosaur bones have been 
found across our great state. 
A dinosaur dig or a buffalo 
jump have zoomed to near 
the top of my list. Our family 
had never been to either and 
Wyoming has some of the best 
in the country. The dinosaur 
dig southeast of Thermopolis 
and the Triceratops Gulch near 
Glenrock plus Fossil Butte 
near Kemmerer are three of the 
most prominent dinosaur/fossil 
dig sites in the country.

The Vore Buffalo Jump near 
Sundance is also an incredible 
place to visit. 

There are also ranches 
around Wyoming that might 
host folks but you have to 
contact them and convince 
them that you can keep a secret 
where the bones are found.

In 1993, I spent a very 
nervous time hunting a bighorn 
ram in the Double Cabin area 
northeast of Dubois. I would 
love to go back for a more 
relaxed trip this time around. 
There were petrified forests 
above timberline and a place 
that included a meadow full of 
vertical rocks standing on end. 

Lots of grizzly bears like that 
spot, too.

On the Wind River 
Reservation west of 
Thermopolis, I finally visited 
the Arapaho Ranch and also 
visited the mountains at the 
extreme north end of the rez. 
We also saw Legend Rock, 
which is also in that 
neighborhood –fantastic home 
of petroglyphs.

Back in 2018, Nancy and 
I toured eastern Wyoming 
spending time around Hulett, 
Sundance, Newcastle, Lusk, 
Douglas, Torrington, and 
Wheatland. What a great area 
full of beautiful sites and won-
derful people. I would like to 
take my grandkids over there 
this summer. 

Historian Phil Roberts says 
he will give me a tour of the 
“breaks” north of Lusk some 
time. I flew over that area by 
private plane many times and 
looked down in awe at this 
rough country. Thanks, Phil. 

Fort Laramie near Wheatland 
was the most important spot in 
western United States for about 
75 years. It is a wonderful 
historical site. 

A tour of Wyoming’s giant 
coal mines near Gillette and 
Wright also makes sense.

We also have a promise from 
State Sen. Dan Dockstader 
to give us a tour of the Star 
Valley area. The few times I 
have been there, the beauty 
was amazing. The Bear River 
area around Evanston is also 
worth a trip as is a visit to 
their fantastic historic railroad 

roundhouse which has 
been restored. 

I would like to visit 
the famous authors, the 
W. Michael Gear and his 
wife Kathleen, either in 
Thermopolis or Cody. I am 
halfway through Michael’s 
best-selling book “The 
Outpost.” It is fantastic science 
fiction that consists of a six-
book series. I can see movies 
and TV shows coming. It 
would be fun to also run up to 
Ucross and chat with author 
Craig Johnson. 

Lovell Publisher Dave Peck 
has promised me a tour of Big 
Horn Lake behind Yellowtail 
Dam. It’s been on my bucket 
list for a long time.

Obviously, I did not mention 
all our best-known sites like 
Yellowstone and Devils Tower 
and the Oregon Trail. Go see 
them, too.  

There are just so many 
wonderful places to visit in 
Wyoming. There are lots of 
other lists out there, too. The 
county visitor boards all have 
web sites promoting their indi-
vidual highlights. 

Have a great summer!

Bill Sniffin is a retired 
newspaper publisher who has 
penned a number of books 
about Wyoming. Check out 
additional columns written by 
Bill at www.billsniffin.com, 
and find volumes from his 
coffee table book series, which 
have sold over 30,000 copies, 
for sale at the News Letter 
Journal.

My 2023 Wyoming bucket list — if winter ever ends
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POLL
of the 

WEEK

QUESTION:
Grade Gov. Mark Gordon 

after the 
legislative session...

£ A
£ B
£ C
£ D
£ F

RESULTS:
Should the names and 

salaries of public 
employees be 

public information? 

¢ Yes ..................... 74% (42votes)
£   No ..................... 26% (15 votes)

Go to newslj.com to vote!
Look for results in next week’s 

News Letter Journal.



Some people wear many hats. 
Others wear none. 
Around and about the busy com-

munity of Newcastle (and occasionally 
in neighboring communities), Walter 
Sprague may most often be seen with 
none. 

You see, it can interfere with his taking 
on and off the camera that so often hangs 
by a strap around his neck. That camera 
is his companion much of the 
time because he’s a gatherer 
and reporter of news around 
Weston County. Many of the 
events you enjoy reading 
about in News Letter Journal 
are covered and expounded 
upon by Walter.

At other times, Walter may 
be seen with a fashionable 
cap, or perhaps a handsome 
gray felt cowboy hat; which 
the mischievous northeastern 
Wyoming wind loves to snatch 
and send bowling across sidewalk, street 
or lawn . . . barely ahead of the fellow in 
the suit coat who’s in hot pursuit.

Many times, though, Walter wears no 
hat. 

That’s the case if he’s teaching an adult 
Bible study at Church on the Hill, his 
home church in Newcastle. Walter and his 

wife are active there – and seldom absent 
when the doors are open. Last Sunday, the 
usual teacher was out of town and others 
who sometimes fill that role were also 
busy, so Walter expounded from the Word 
of God to those assembled. He announced 
his subject and directed the group to the 
book and chapter where he planned to 
begin.

I also attend Church on the Hill, and 
last Sunday’s study was 
typical. Ample commentary 
is expressed around the table, 
once Scriptures have been read 
and the teacher has proposed 
a leading question. We’re a 
diverse bunch -- men and 
women, young to old, from 
varied denominational back-
grounds. That naturally makes 
for interesting, active discus-
sions!

The well-used covers on the 
Bibles belonging to Walter and 

his wife (and everyone else around the 
table) leave no doubt they are well read! 
That premise is supported by the deep, 
well-informed reflections expressed on 
each subject. Wise teacher Walter Sprague 
often states one thing he finds most pro-
found in the reading and explains why; he 
then encourages input from everyone else.

The varied ages and differing religious 
backgrounds of the group naturally 
reward with a rich and varied potpourri of 
thoughts and/or experiences related to the 
passage. I often reflect how our conversa-
tions are not so different from those Jesus 
and his disciples may have had at various 
times during their years of traveling the 
desert paths together, sitting under trees or 
in the temple yard. Walter listens thought-
fully to each comment, much as the Lord 
must have done back then.

No one in our group is hesitant to jump 
in with some quite different thought after 
another has finished speaking; so interest 
is stirred and held. Bible pages whisper 
as they’re quickly turned to reach yet 
more verses – from either Old or New 
Testament -- touching the same subject. 
Those words are sure to inspire yet 
further discussion, and invoke yet other 
Scriptures, which bear weight upon the 
subject.

Before we know it, the hour has passed, 
and worship music from the sanctuary 
calls us to our pews to prepare for the 
pastor’s message. Walter Sprague and 
his beautiful wife take their usual places 
there, where their fine voices clearly 
enhance each note. 

Of course, there’s no hat on Walter’s 
head then.                                
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• ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH: Rev. Norm Brotzman, 216 S. Seneca, 746-2249. 
Call to Worship 9:30 am; Children's Church during Call to Worship; Faith Rally 
Sunday 6 pm

• BAHA’I FAITH: Firesides (open to all) 1st & 3rd Fridays 7:30 pm at 15 Skyview 
Dr; 746-3626

• CAMBRIA COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH: 19 Stampede St. 746-2321. Sunday 
School 9:15 am; Worship 10:30 am; Youth (6-12 grades) and Adult Bible Study 
Sunday Evening 6-7 pm; Wednesday Night Youth and Adult Bible Study 6 pm; 
Life Recovery Bible Study Sunday Night 7 pm

• CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH: Rev. Kenli Barling, S. Summit & Winthrop 
Streets. 746-9684. christchurchnewcastle@gmail.com. Service times: 
Sunday 4 pm

• CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH: Pastor Rob Carr, 224 West Road, 
West of Dow Park, 746-2415. Sunday Worship 9 am

• CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS: Bishop Ty Checketts, 
120 Ash, 746-4131. Sunday Sacrament Mtg 9 am; Sunday School 10:20 am; 
Relief Society & Priesthood Mtg 11:15 am

• CHURCH ON THE HILL: Pastor Wayne Wilson, 301 Delaware, 746-9663. Adult 
Sunday School 9:30 am; Prayer 10:15 am; Worship 10:45 am; Prayer Service 
Tuesday 6 pm; Undefeated Youth/children’s ministry (3 years old-12th Grade) 
Wednesday 6 pm

• CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father Brian Hess, 19 W. Winthrop, 
746-4219. Saturday Mass 5 pm; Sunday Mass 8 am; Weekday Mass 7 am

• COUNTRY CHURCH: Four Corners, Pastor Bill Haley and Micah Popma, 
746-9712, Worship 10 am

• FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Pastor Ben Roberts, 903 S. Summit, 746-2188. 

Sunday School 9:15 am; Worship Service 10:30 am; Evening Service 6 pm; 

AWANA Clubs Wednesday 6:30 pm

• FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Rev. Calvin Hill, 23 N. Seneca, 

746-4119. Adult Bible Study 8:45 am; Traditional Church Services 10 am; 10:15 

am Children's Church; Youth Group Sunday evenings 5:30-7 pm

• GATEWAY FELLOWSHIP: Pastor Jon Anderson, 12 Old Hwy. 85, Evangelical 

Free Church, Bible Study 9:15 am, Worship 10:30 am. Call 746-8091

• KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES:  5018 US Hwy 16, 746-2319 or 

746-4517. Tuesday 7 pm. Congregation Bible Study, Theocratic Ministry 

School and Service Meeting. Sunday Public Talk 10 am; Watchtower 11 am

• NEWCASTLE FOURSQUARE CHURCH: Pastor Mick Bohn, 1525 S. Summit, 

746-3618. Sun. Worship 10 am; Wed. Night Prayer

• OSAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH: 348 Sheridan St. in Osage, 465-2341. Sunday 

School 10 am; Worship 11 am

• SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST: Pastor Lester Bently 612-240-7536, 78 Old Hwy 

85. Saturday Sabbath School 9:30 am; Worship 11 am

• ST. ANTHONY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father Brian Hess, Upton. Sunday 

Mass 5 pm

• UPTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Pastor Donnie Holt, 834 Pine, Upton, 

468-9302. Worship 9 am; Fellowship 10 am

• VICTORY NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH: Rev. Theodore L. Halls, 414 Pine, 

746-4366

Want to sponsor the 
faith listings?

Call the NLJ 
307-746-277724 North Sumner

746-4411 or 1-888-788-2892
www.fsbnewcastle.com

746-2487
P.O. Box 760

Newcastle, WY 

JackMaster
Construction

Craig Wiggins 

746-3521
For all your

construction needs

fai h
&

values

fai h

Jake Shook 
Logging, Inc.

7 Turkey Trail
Newcastle, WY

Daily Devotional Reading

March 24
1 Samuel 8-12

March 25
1 Samuel 13-14

March 26
1 Samuel 15-16

March 27
1 Samuel 17-18

March 28
1 Samuel 19-21

March 29
1 Samuel 22-24

March 30
1 Samuel 25-27

Scriptures Selected by the 
American Bible Society

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly 

seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.            ~ Romans 1:20

Some people wear many hats

Special 
“Happy Ad ” Rates

Do you have a special occasion or announcement 
that you would like to share with your community?

WE CAN HELP GET 
THE WORD OUT!

We will gladly give you the advertising 
space for $8.50 per column inch.

That rate would make an ad this size 
cost you only $68.

Call Siri at (307) 746-2777, or email classifieds@newslj.com 
to place your birthday celebration, anniversary, 

or memorial ad today!

News Letter Journal • 14 W. Main St., Newcastle WY

Come together
for a fundraiser with dinner, 
dancing and a live auction!

Donations are appreciated

SATURDAY, MARCH 25
STARTING AT 5:30 P.M.

Weston County Senior Center
627 Pine St., Newcastle

a benefit for
Nancy Bair

You may RSVP or if you wish to donate, 
contact Shirley Haley, 307-941-1078, 

or Jennifer Bohn, 307-949-0925P

Michael Freeman
128 W. Main St, Ste. I 
Cell: (307) 281-6310, 

Offi ce: (307) 746-2700

For all of your insurance needs

We know a 
thing or two, 

because we’ve 
seen a thing or 

two.

Meet and Greet Mixer

Photo by Walter Sprague/NLJ
On Friday, March 17, Newcastle Area Chamber of Commerce held a mixer at the Weston County Event Center. 
Pictured are, from left, Morgan Heiman, Savanna Matthews, Dawnyell Burleson and Henry Nessul as they visit 
with each other while enjoying snacks and drinks.

Frozen?
Warm up by starting your 

fi re with FREE 

bundles of newspapers from 

the News Letter Journal.



25 Years Ago
March 26, 1998

A simple word in a dic-
tionary took on new, somber 
meaning for Newcastle Middle 
School seventh-graders last 
Thursday. The message from 
their teachers, their principal 
school district officials and 
their classmates was clear: 
harassment is no joke. The 
girls sat quietly, contemplating 
counselor Eileen Vickers’ 
explanation of the differ-
ence between harassment and 
flirting. What had been cause 
for giggles and jokes in the 
lunchroom less than half hour 
later became serious business. 

The Bureau of Land 
Management has distributed to 
the public its plan to imple-
ment standards for livestock 
grazing management on BLM 
land in Wyoming, according to 
BLM Wyoming State Director 
Al Pierson. 

Atlantic Richfield’s Black 
Thunder and Coal Creek mines 
in the Powder River Basin 
have been sold to Arch Coal, 
Inc., according to announce-
ments Monday. The $1.4 billion 
deal gave birth to a new coal 
venture which will be called 
Arch Western Resources. 

Residents of the Weston 
County Manor gathered 
last Thursday for the facil-
ity’s annual bean auction. A 
bean auction, for anyone who 
doesn’t know, works like any 
other auction, except beans 
are used instead of money. 
Competition was tough for 
some items, including a beau-
tiful set of wood carvings that 
went for 75 beans.

Aaron Miller cooks up lunch 
in the home economics class-
room at the Newcastle High 
School. Teacher Sharon Huber 
laughed and said that she 
decided she’d better steer clear 
of the kitchen during the class’s 
first chance to put their recipes 
to the test. 

50 Years Ago
March 22, 1973

At the annual dinner 
of Goodwill Industries of 
Wyoming, held March 16 in 
Cheyenne, Tony Robertson was 
crowned Goodwill Worker of 
the Year by Secretary of State 
Thyra Thomson. Tony lived 
most of his life in Newcastle 
with his grandmother, Mrs. 
Sadie Gilbert. Tony is a deaf 
mute, however, through an 
independent living course 
taught by Goodwill to handi-
capped people, Tony is able to 
live by himself.

Five $500 scholarships are 

now available to Newcastle 
graduates for use at the 
Wyoming College (or technical 
school) of their choice. The 
scholarships, made possible 
through the Raymond McClure 
Scholarship Fund, may be 
applied for immediately. 

Due to numerous recent 
complaints of barking dogs and 
dogs running at large, the police 
department will begin imme-
diate enforcement of the city 
ordinance pertaining to dogs. 
Any dog running at large will 
be impounded, and a fee of 
$8.00 charged for redemption. 

Two representatives of a 
Denver trailer manufacturing 
plant were in Newcastle 
Tuesday to look over the city as 
a possible site for re-location of 
their plant. 

Updike Bros. Inc. of 

Newcastle recently received 
the national second place 
safety award from the National 
Association of Oil Well Service 
Contractors. The award was for 
having the second lowest lost 
time accident rate during 1972. 

The annual Fiddler’s Frolic 
will be held in Newcastle on 
Saturday, April 28. Trophies 
will be presented in the top 
three placings in each division 
of senior and junior competi-
tion. Competition will be in 
fiddle, banjo, accordion and 
piano. 

100 Years Ago
March 22, 1923

Local officers in a recent 
ruling of the land department 
which will be of interest to 
those initiating contest proceed-
ings against homestead entries, 

in which abandonment is set 
forth as one of the grounds. 
Heretofore all contestants have 
been required to set forth among 
other things that abandonment 
was not due to military service 
and to prove such allegation at 
a hearing. 

News comes the past week of 
the consolidation of the Osage 
Driller and Dry Farmer with 
the Weston County Gazette of 
Upton. This consolidation is 
not a surprise to newspaper 
men. Both papers were owned 
by the same party and there 
never has been a time when 
there was a living or demand 
for two papers at Osage, and 
one such paper will have rather 
slender picking at that. 

The next time the fire whistle 
blows, the boys will respond 
with their new LaFrance fire 
truck, the same having been 
recently received here and 
is now being assembled and 
made ready for use at the Dow 
Garage. 

All the buildings at the O.S. 
ranch on Black Thunder, near 
Hampshire, were destroyed in 
a fire Monday afternoon. The 
ranch was occupied by Mr. 
and Mrs. Peterson and it is 
reported that the fire, start-
ing in the attic, had gotten such 
headway, that it could not be 
controlled and resulted in the 
loss to the Petersons of all their 
household goods. 

Boy Scouts of Wyoming 
have been asked to collect a 
Buffalo nickel from everyone 
in Wyoming for the Buffalo Bill 
memorial which will be erected 
at Cody in 1924. Let everyone 
help and show our state pride.

 Visit us online at newslj.com
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WESTON COUNTY 
TRAVEL COMMISSION

BUDGET MEETING
April 5, 2023 • 6 p.m.

Newcastle Lodge & Convention Center
Tubb Town Room

22918 U.S. Hwy. 85, Newcastle

SAFETY & WORKFORCE 
SUMMIT 2023

April 18-19
from b•a•r•r•i•e•r•s to

BREAKTHROUGHS
LITTLE AMERICA     CHEYENNE, WY

Featuring a variety of hands-on workshops as well as  
informative breakout sessions on topics such as OSHA Fall  
Protection Training, Telework in the Post-Pandemic World, 

Social Media Masterclass, A Deep Dive into Business Training 
Grants, Board Certified Safety Professionals (BCSP)  

Credentials, and Safety Leadership, Rules, and Engagement 
— along with many more!

To join us, register at

DWS.WYO.GOV/SUMMIT

Get a new shower or  
bath installed in as little as

ONE DAY
CALL NOW
877.225.3399

50% OFF
INSTALLATION
+
NO INTEREST 
NO PAYMENTS
FOR 12 MONTHS*

*Visit EZShowers.com for  
complete terms and conditions.

Lil’ Dogie Lunch

Thank you Wayback for hosting this 
month’s Lil’ Dogie Lunch, and partnering 

with Newcastle Elementary School 
to reward students who display good 

citizenship by helping others.

Kateri Prell, Samantha Finley, Camden Holden, Nolan Proffer, 
Camryn Farella, and Clay Sweet

Photo Courtesy of WC Historical Society/Alice J. Schuette Collection
This is a picture of the train wreck across Highway 16 from Mondell Airport on May 
25, 1988.

From the vault …

Thurs. March 23  7AM T.O.P.S. #218 WC Senior Center
 1PM  Bridge/Crafts WC Senior Center
 5-6:15PM  Celebrate Recovery-Mid/High School Church on the Hill
 6:30-8PM  Celebrate Recovery-Adults(18+) Church on the Hill
 7PM  Alcoholics Anonymous WC Senior Center

Fri. March 24  9AM  Caramel Rolls WC Senior Center
 9AM-12PM  Human Trafficking Presentation/
  Law Enforcement/First Responders  Newcastle Lodge
 11:30AM WC Library Board Meeting WC Library Meeting Room
 1-3PM  Human Trafficking Presentation-Public Newcastle Lodge
 1PM Bridge WC Senior Center
 5:30PM  BINGO VFW Hall

Sat. March 25  5:30PM  Benefit for Nancy Bair WC Senior Center
 6PM WC Humane Society Poker Tournament Newcastle Country Club
 6:30PM Rodeo Club Annual Dinner WC Events Center

Mon. March 27  9AM  Exercise Class WC Senior Center
 1PM  Computer Clinic WC Senior Center
 7PM  Alcoholics Anonymous WC Senior Center

Tues. March 28  11AM  Story Time WC Library
 1PM  Bridge/Dominoes WC Senior Center
 3:30PM  Alzheimer/Dementia Support Zoom

Wed. March 29  6:30-8:30AM  Wellness Wednesday WC Health Services
 9AM  Exercise Class WC Senior Center
 9AM-1:30PM GiGi’s Closet First United Methodist Church
 6-7PM  Trap Shoot Newcastle Shotgun Range

LET US
KNOW 

WHAT’S 
UP!

Is your group or 
organization hosting 

an event?
Send your 

event listings to 
design@newslj.

com for inclusion 
in the News Letter 
Journal’s weekly

What’s Up Calendar, 
sponsored by 

Pinnacle Bank.

WESTON COUNTY MEETINGS & EVENTS CALENDAR
sponsored by



Amy Menerey
NLJ Reporter

When the 27 members of the Saddle 
and Sirloin chapter of FFA started 
planning events for FFA Week, the 
Newcastle students knew they wanted 
to do something different — they 
wanted to engage the community, 
show appreciation in a lasting way 
for Newcastle High School staff and 
recognize the agricultural community.

“We were just trying to find some-
thing to get the community involved 
a little more, because usually it’s just 
in the high school where we do most 
of our activities,” said Pate Tavegie, 
a member of Saddle and Sirloin. 
“But we were trying to think of a 
way to get some more of the schools 
involved, and a way to get FFA out 
there, to maybe try to spark their 
interest a little bit.”

One of the ideas their FFA Week 
committee came up with was to ini-
tiate a reading event at Newcastle 
Elementary School. Tavegie con-
tacted NES Principal Brandy Holmes, 
who thought it was a good idea, then 
he reached out to teachers at the 
school, who wholly supported the 
idea of FFA members reading to their 
students, he said.

FFA member volunteers picked out 
ag-related books to read to the students 
in kindergarten, first grade and second 
grade, and made a day of it. The event 
went over well, according to Tavegie 
and chapter adviser Jill Pischke.

“That was a lot of fun. They really 
enjoyed that, and I also got a lot of 
feedback from the elementary teachers 
to please come back and do that more 
often, because the kids really enjoyed 
that,” Pischke said.

The program was so well received 
that the FFA members are talking about 
a repeat performance. When asked 
if they would do it again, Tavegie 
answered in the affirmative.

“I think it definitely is. The kids 
seemed to really enjoy it, and espe-
cially the shorter books,” he said. 
“We kind of picked cartoony-type, 
ag-related books, and they seemed to 
enjoy it. We hadn’t done it before, so 
it was different for us to do that, but, 
yeah, it was pretty fun.”

National FFA Week is a time for FFA 
members to raise awareness about the 
national organization’s role in devel-
oping future leaders and the importance 
of agricultural education, according to 
the website FFA.org. The weeklong 
tradition, which began in 1948, was 
created to recognize President George 
Washington’s legacy as an agriculturist 
and farmer, and the week encompasses 
Feb. 22, his birthday. This year, FFA 
Week was Feb. 18-25.

This wasn’t the only event that 
took place locally during FFA Week, 

however. The 27 NHS student-mem-
bers came up with more ideas to share 
agriculture with their fellow students 
and community members.

Each year the Saddle and Sirloin 
chapter chooses to recognize teachers 
and staff at the high school. Often, 
according to Pischke, this came in the 
form of a breakfast or lunch. This year, 
the group chose to offer something a 
little more lasting. 

“Again, they really had a super fun 
idea. They called it doughnuts and 
doorstops,” Pischke described. “They 
used chapter funds and went and got 
doughnuts and delivered them to all 
the teachers, and with their doughnut, 
they got a doorstop that was made by 
Cort Perino, an FFA member who used 
his woodworking skills to cut door-
stops. And then Zannie Rich donated 
her services to the chapter, and she 
engraved the FFA emblem on the door-
stops so they could have that for their 
classroom doors.”

The doorstops and doughnuts were 
distributed throughout the desig-
nated day, and each teacher and staff 
member at NHS received their own 
custom doorstop.

“I just thought that was a really 
neat, different take on Teacher 
Appreciation Day. A lot of chapters 
will cook them breakfast or provide 
a meal, but they wanted to do some-
thing different — and they said every 

time they look at the doorstop they 
will think of the FFA chapter, and at 
the same time give them a breakfast 
treat,” Pischke described, adding that, 
as adviser she lets the students decide 
the group’s events throughout the 
year and during FFA Week.

“It’s a youth organization, and as 
their advisor I oversee it all, but I 
really try to put the ownership and 
the work with the kids. And yes, I’m 
there offering advice and guidance … 
but it’s really all them. I’m all about 
those kids learning from those experi-
ences,” she said.

Another event during FFA week 
was thwarted somewhat by the snow-
storm that blew through the county 
and closed the schools on Wednesday, 
Feb. 25. The group decided to start 
another new tradition, by recognizing 
local ag producers.

“I had read something and was 
talking with them about the resilience 
of the rancher, and as we got to talking 
about it, the kids, they decided we 
should really thank our local ranchers, 
and they said, ‘this is something we 
should do during FFA Week,’” Pischke 
said of the origin of the idea.

A list of local ranch families was 
created to be voted upon, and the three 
highest vote-getters were recognized 
for the first Thank a Rancher awards: 
The Sweet family (Shane, Sara, Clay, 
Rachel, Emily, and Marissa), the 
Perino family (Preston, Nicole, Matt, 
Donna, Wade, Quint, Cort, Ada, and 
Paxton), and the Tavegie family (Pate, 
Coen, Troy, Kelli, Emeree, Tell). 

Each family received a gift basket 
of goods the FFA members called a 
“calving survival kit.” The ranchers 
are going into calving season, Pischke 
explained, so the baskets were filled 
with coffee cups, snacks, gloves, and 
ranch supplies. The baskets were paid 
for out of chapter funds that FFA raises 
throughout the year. There were no 
specific criteria for the award, Pischke 
said, because the students wanted to 
recognize local ranchers regardless of 
the size of the operation.

“The importance of any operation, 
be it large or small, is still a necessity 
as an ag producer. They are producing 
food, and everybody from the small 
producer to the large ones, everyone 
is just as important, so they didn’t 
want to limit or set a certain cri-
teria,” she explained. “This is such a 
big, rich ranching community. They 
didn’t want anyone to feel left out or 
excluded, because they want to build 
on this each year.”

The plan was to go out to the ranches 
and deliver the awards, but due to the 
snow storm a more informal approach 
was taken with them being distributed 
in the following days.

Other FFA Week events at NHS 
included the popular Kiss a Goat 
“contest,” with the entire student body 
voting to choose staff members to do 
the deed. This year’s “winners” were 
NHS Principal Bryce Hoffman, and 

physical education teacher and coach 
Matt Conzelman. The event took place 
in the school gymnasium on Thursday, 
Feb. 26, providing fun and entertain-
ment for all. Additionally, members 
recorded an informational piece that 
aired on KASL Radio throughout the 
week, and put out informative posts on 
the chapter’s Facebook page.

FFA was founded in 1928 by a group 
of young farmers to promote agricul-
ture, but goes beyond planting crops or 
raising livestock — it involves science, 
business and more, according to the 
FFA website. Pate said the things he 
learns will help him in the future. 

“In FFA, there’s little competi-
tions, for example agronomy, which 
is like plant studies and stuff, and 
livestock judging, and just practicing 
stuff like that has just helped me to 
better myself, so that when I’m older 

I can make more educated decisions 
later in life. Hopefully I’m in charge 
of the ranch one of these days, my 
brother and myself,” said Pate, who 
lives on the family ranch west of 
Newcastle on U.S. Highway 450 with 
his parents, Troy and Kelli Tavegie, 
and siblings Tell, Coen, and Emeree. 
He said he plans to follow in the 
ranching footsteps of his parents and 
his grandparents, Bob and Kathleen 
Tavegie, and Lauris and Linda Tysdal. 
The 17-year-old has been a member 
of FFA for three years, starting in his 
freshman year at NHS, and enjoys the 
camaraderie as well as the skills he 
learns through membership.

“I come from a ranch family. [I 
enjoy] the agricultural ties to it, and the 
agricultural opportunity that you have 
through it. The other kids that are in it 
have the same type of mind-set that I 
have,” Pate said.

Other events throughout the year 
include the Saddle and Sirloin Annual 
Awards Banquet, eighth grade recruit-
ment, Ag Day with fourth-graders, 
Farm Animal Day with kindergart-
ners, fairgrounds beautification proj-
ects, planting at Mondell Heights 
Retirement Home, and of course 
events at the county and state fairs.

For Pischke, who was also an FFA 
member in her youth and grew up on 
the Perino ranch near Newcastle, being 
an advisor means imparting traits that 
will help the students beyond high 
school and FFA. She said her focus 
within Saddle and Sirloin is on three 
strengths: agriculture, growing leaders, 
and serving in the community. 

“I’m always really proud of my FFA 
members. I have some pretty high 
expectations, and they are nothing 
but always spot on when it comes to 
demonstrating good leadership skills, 
and modeling good character in just 
about everything they do. But they 
also hold themselves to those expec-
tations, too — they hold each other 
to a higher standard. They really 
want to be a group that has a positive 
influence, not only in the community, 
but also with their peers. That is 
important to them. They all just go 
for it, and I am always very proud of 
them. I always love it when I get such 
great compliments on them.”

In Wyoming, there are a total of 3,799 FFA members, according to 
Saddle and Sirloin Chapter advisor, Jill Pischke. There are more than 
850,000 student members as part of 8,995 local FFA chapters in all 
50 states, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, according to the 
FFA website, FFA.org. The National FFA Organization is described 
as a “school-based national youth leadership development organiza-
tion,” whose mission it is to “make a positive difference in the lives 
of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, per-
sonal growth and career success through agricultural education.” The 
National FFA Foundation secures funding through partnerships with 
industry, education, government, other foundations and individuals to 
recognize member achievements, develop student leaders and support 
ag education. Individual chapters earn funds through community 
events, according to Pischke.

More information can be found on the FFA’s website, Facebook or 
Twitter accounts. For local information, Pischke can be reached at 
746-2713.

More about FFA
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Photo courtesy of Jill Pischke
FFA Saddle and Sirloin Chapter President JJ Lipp reads to elementary students at Newcastle Elementary 
School during FFA Week. Lipp and other FFA members who read to the youngsters enjoyed the activity so 
much they would like to make it a regular event.

Photo courtesy of Jill Pischke
Brandi Marshall, art teacher at Newcastle High School, shows her door-
stop given to her by members of the Saddle and Sirloin FFA Chapter. 
The doorstops were given to all staff members at the school during FFA 
Week, along with a doughnut snack.

Photo courtesy of Jill Pischke
One of the events during FFA Week was the Kiss A Goat Contest. The 
student body voted for staff to kiss the goats, with the highest vote-get-
ters earning the “honor.” Winners were Newcastle High School Principal 
Bryce Hoffman and physical education instructor Matt Conzelman. FFA 
members Cole Wehri and Taylor Crinklaw are holding the goats. 

FFA members share their ag lives with others



attached documentation that 
there are multiple individuals 
that have logged on to each 
Zoom/team meeting that we 
have had,” she said. 

Hadlock did note that there 
were issues with a couple of 
the meetings because two were 
scheduled at the same time, 
but that those issues were 
addressed. 

“I let the board know about 
this, and as soon as we fixed 
the problem, we were good to 

go,” she continued. “Because 
the board would ask, there 
were countless calls made to 
try and troubleshoot to see if 
there actually was a problem. 
Every single time I was assured 
there was not, and this was 
passed on to the board. The 
‘problem’ was still there, so 
I upped the internet connec-
tion in the courthouse. Again, I 
reported to the board that there 
was not a problem.”

She then explained that the 

board asked her to purchase 
microphones to help with the 
sound issue. 

“These were purchased and 
set up, and there were no issues 
with anyone hearing for the first 
two meetings these were used. 
After using these at the first 
meeting, the board asked me to 
purchase one more,” Hadlock 
said. “The first meeting after 
they were shut off (by Mr. 
Mills), there were multiple calls 
to our office, as well as the 

county attorney’s office, that no 
one could hear.” 

Attached to Hadlock’s  email 
was a letter from Spar Stormo 
with Golden West stating that 
the company did not discover 
any issues, and the problems 
were likely on the users end. 

Less than two and a half 
hours after Hadlock sent the 
email declaring that “there 
is not an issue on our end,” 
however, a follow-up email 
was sent by Stormo that con-

tradicted her statement. 
“After having additional 

conversations about issues with 
commission meeting broad-
casts, it has been determined 
that there could be other issues 
beyond what was originally 
understood and investigated,” 
Stormo said in an email sent 
at 5:01 p.m. the same day. 
“Pursuant to request, Charles 
(Wuestewald, a Golden West 
engineer) would like to come 
on site and investigate these 

other issues.” 
He noted that Wuestewald 

would be available to visit the 
week of March 27 and would 
like to investigate the issues in 
the morning so he can explain 
the findings and possible solu-
tions in the afternoon. 

At press time, no date and 
time had been set for the Golden 
West visit to the Weston County 
Courthouse, and County Clerk 
Hadlock has not provided any 
further information.
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The Fountain Inn was the scene for green dur-
ing a St. Patrick’s Day bash in the bar/lounge 
on Friday, March 17. Tim Lorenz, owner of Alien 
Entertainment brought his karaoke equipment 
set-up and got a rotation of partiers singing and 
having a great time. At left, having a blast singing 
Shania Twain’s “I Feel Like a Woman” are Kelsey 
Runyan, Angie Holliday, and Kolby Pisciotti. 
Below, Lorenz kicks off the karaoke.

Photos by Walter Sprague/NLJ
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St. Paddy’s fun



Principal Bryce Hoffman 
echoed LaCroix’s appreciation 
for the student who reported 
the weapon

“Today, the safety of students 
and staff was put at risk when 
a student brought a weapon to 
our building,” Hoffman said in 
a letter sent to families after the 
lockdown. “Thankfully for all 
of us, one student who found 

out about the weapon did the 
one thing we hope all our stu-
dents will do when they hear 
or see suspicious or concerning 
activity: they reported it.” 

The principal informed fami-
lies that law enforcement was 
notified as soon as the admin-
istration was made aware of 
the situation, and action was 
taken immediately to ensure the 
safety of students and staff. 

LaCroix added that the most 
positive thing that happened 
is that a student alerted school 
authorities before someone 
was hurt.

“We all think that we are in a 
small town, in a community that 
has a good understanding of 
guns and gun usage. However, 
when it comes to a gun on 
school grounds with harmful 
intent, we have to rethink  
the safety of everyone,” he 
reasoned. 

LaCroix credited law enforce-
ment with a quick response 
time, and said he was com-
fortable with the information 
they provided to administration 
as the incident unfolded. He 
explained that the lockdown 
took some time because there 
were initially concerns that 
more than one gun might have 
been involved. After conducting 
a sweep, however, law enforce-
ment located only one gun.

“There are things they are 
trained to think about that we 
are not. It was a very tense situ-
ation for everyone involved,” 
LaCroix said. 

Newcastle Police Department 
Chief Chuck Bowles told the 
News Letter Journal that two 
police officers and one Weston 
County Sheriff’s Office deputy 
were on scene right away,  
and that law enforcement was 
able to make sure there were 
no additional threats to the 
students and staff. He said he 
felt the response of local law 
enforcement was good, but 
indicated that his department 
would review the response to 
learn what they could from the 
incident.

“It was a challenging process 
for all, but everyone worked 
together throughout today’s 
events to do the best they could, 
while remaining focused on our 
top priority of student and staff 
safety, while also working to 

keep families informed with 
relevant information,” Hoffman 
said in the letter, noting that the 
district will also be evaluating 
steps that can be taken in the 
future in the event of another 
such incident.

“Right now, we are going 
back and reviewing our pro-
cesses,” LaCroix confirmed.  

“We will continue to hope for 
the best, while preparing for the 
worst, and continue to strive to 
make sure that everyone that 
enters our school feels safe, 
supported and cared for,” 
Hoffman said in his letter.

As students and staff move on 
from the incident, LaCroix said, 
the staff will spend some time 

reflecting on and reviewing the 
process undertaken during the 
lockdown and dissecting how 
the incident was handled.

They will also begin the 
healing process.

“Students and staff will likely 
process today’s events in their 
own individual way, but please 
take some time tonight to talk 
to your child. Tell them you 
love them and ask them what 
they need,” Hoffman said in the 
letter. “Counselors are available 
at all three buildings in the 
district to visit with students 
and provide support.” 

Deputy Weston County 
Attorney Jeani Stone refused 
to provide any information on 
whether or not charges have 
or will be brought against the 
student, and also indicated she 
would not reveal if the suspect 
is being detained or if any bonds 
have been set by the court.

“I am not able to provide 
any information due to confi-
dentiality rules as set out by 
state law,” she told the News 
Letter Journal in response to 
an emailed request for that 
information.

Chief Bowles did report, 
however, that the juvenile 
suspect is currently being 
detained at the Campbell 
County Juvenile Detention 
Facility and that he believes the 
student is being charged with 
crimes, although he noted that 
he was not able to divulge the 
actual charges.

The Weston County Treasurer’s Office has received the 
applications for the 2022 property tax year.

The first date the Wyoming Property Tax Refund will  
accept applications is April 1, 2023 and the deadline for 
filing is Monday June 5, 2023.

Applications may be picked up at the Town Hall in Upton 
Wyoming or at The Weston County Treasurer’s Office in 
Newcastle Wyoming.

Any Questions please call 746-2852.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
WYOMING PROPERTY TAX REFUND PROGRAM

Check it out! NLJ photos are online at 
newslj.com
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As we celebrate 
this holy 
season, may the 
miracle of the 
resurrection fi ll 
your heart, home 
and spirit with 
hope, gratitude, 
love, faith and 
forgiveness.

19 W. Winthrop St. 
Newcastle, WY 
(307) 746-4219

Holy Week Liturgies:
• Holy Thursday, April 6: 5:30 p.m. 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper
• Good Friday, April 7: 3 p.m. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Easter Liturgies:
• Saturday, April 8: 8:15 p.m. Easter 

Vigil in the Holy Night
• Sunday, April 9: Easter Sunday

7 a.m. Mass at Corpus Christi
9 a.m. Mass at St. Anthony’s, Upton

Corpus Christi Catholic Church

Lockdown from Page 1 ..............................................................................................................................

Photos by Walter Sprague/NLJ

Students and staff from the 
University of Wyoming made a visit 
to Newcastle Tuesday, where they 
shared information and more at 
two presentations. During the day, 
Ed Seidel, Ph.D., president of the 
University of Wyoming and phys-
ics teacher, gave a lecture about 
Albert Einstein’s theory of general 
relativity, culminating in what black 
holes are and their effects on the 
fabric of space-time, at left. Zach 
Beam, Newcastle High School sci-
ence teacher, hosted the lecture in 
his classroom.

Later in the evening, Seidel, along with other UW staff and 
students, gave a presentation, University of Wyoming in Your 
Community, at the Newcastle Lodge and Convention Center. 
There, a short video presentation was given, and a couple of 
university students spoke to the crowd of people as they ate 
and had drinks. The whole presentation was informal, friendly, 
and well received. At right, UW sophomore student, Dylan Drost, 
talks about his experience as a kinesiology major, as he prepares 
for a career in physical therapy.

Black holes 
and dinner

We all think that we 
are in a small town, in 
a community that has 
a good understand-
ing of guns and gun 
usage. However, when 
it comes to a gun on 
school grounds with 
harmful intent, we have 
to rethink the safety of 
everyone.”

— Brad LaCroix, WCSD 
No. 1 Superintendent

“

9:30 AM
Newcastle Police Department received a 911 call 

and lockdown at Newcastle High School was initiated 
9:33 AM

Officers arrive on scene, student was detained and searched. 
No gun was located on the student’s person

9:35 AM
Gun was located in students backpack by Newcastle Police 

Officer Matt Anderson and Weston County Sheriff’s Office Sgt. 
Travis Garhart

12:15 PM
Student was placed under arrest by Sgt. Derek Thompson
 following an interview with Thompson and Chief of Police 

Chuck Bowles
12:22 PM

The lockdown of Newcastle High School was lifted 
after the all-clear was given by Newcastle Police Department

*Information provided by Weston County School District No. 1 
and Newcastle Police Department

TIMELINE OF EVENTS



Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Editor

Three Dogie sports teams 
took the phrase “teamwork 
makes the dream work” to 
a whole new level Friday as 
boys’ and girls’ soccer, track 
and football got together to 

help the Newcastle Police 
Department move from their 
previous location to their 
new digs just up the street. 

Football coach Matt 
Conzelman has, for years 
now, had his team help out 
the community with doing 
jobs that need doing, whether 

it’s shoveling walks in the 
winter or cleaning up yards 
in the spring, summer or fall, 
or helping people who need 
it move.

“A lot of people would 
call the school looking for 
help doing odd jobs, so 
we decided to use those as 

fund-raising opportunities,” 
Conzelman explained. “The 
football team has probably 
done about eight different 
moving jobs, but this was the 
first time we’ve done it for a 
business. The funds they earn 
go to the players to help pay 
for camps and other expenses 

relating to their sport.” 
Recently, when the police 

department was looking to 
move, Mayor Pam Gualtieri 
reached out to Conzelman 
to see if he could round up 
some athletes to make that 

Get 100Mbps

for just$60!
Call now or breeze over to our 
website and sign up today. 

800.647.9841 · range.net/internet
Rates are for Voice/Broadband packages and Fiber Customers only. 

A S K  A B O U T  O U R  B L O O M I N G FAST INTERNET

Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Editor

The votes are in and post-season 
basketball awards have been handed 
out, with one young lady earning 
status in the history books.

Newcastle’s Lady Dogies and 
one Dogie were recipients of All-
Conference and All-State honors as 
the 2022-2023 hoops season ended.

Three Lady Dogies were named 
to the 3A East All-Conference team 
while two more received Honorable 
Mentions. Two Lady Dogies were 
named to the 3A All-State team as 
well. As for the men, they received  
one Honorable Mention to the 3A 
East All-Conference team.

Jaylen Ostenson and Shelby 
Tidyman were named to both teams, 
while MacKenzie Conzelman 
received All-Conference Honors. 
Hunter McFarland, Jayde Harrington 
and Quint Perino all received 
Honorable Mentions.

Ostenson made her fourth appear-
ance on both the All-Conference and 
All-State teams in her final season of 
basketball, and was the only player 
in 3A who is a four-time all-stater. 
In addition, she was also named 
the Player of the Year for the 3A 
East Conference for the second year 
running.

Ostenson ended her career with 
1,715 points, which puts her 14th 
on the Wyoming All-Time Career 
records list. She was fifth in free-
throws with 995 made, and ended 

NEWCASTLE HIGH SCHOOL

Track
3/23/23 Laura Chord - CANCELLED H TBA
3/31/23 Wheatland HS A TBA
4/1/23 Buffalo HS (Jerry 
 Campbell Meet) A TBA
4/7/23 Spearfi sh HS A TBA

Ladies’ Soccer
3/24-25/23 Jamboree @Worland A TBA
4/1/23 Worland HS A NOON
4/4/23 Gering HS H 4PM

Men’s Soccer
3/24-25/23 Jamboree @Pinedale A NOON 
4/1/23 Worland HS A NOON
4/4/23 Gering HS H 4PM

SPORTS SCHEDULE

Sports
News Letter Journal

editor@newslj.com March 23, 2023 — 9

— See Move, Page 10

— See Honors, Page 11

Teamwork makes the dream work

Track 
meets 
canceled 
as winter’s 
grip 
continues

Ostenson makes Newcastle history

Photo by Nicole McFarland/NLJ
Jaylen Ostenson finished up 
her high school hoops career 
as a four-time recipient of All-
Conference and All-State honors 
and was named as the 3A East 
Player of the Year for the second 
year running.

Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

When it comes to high school 
and middle school sports, spring 
sports season is as unpredict-
able as it gets. Claiming victory 
this week is Mother Nature with 
the announcement that both the 
Newcastle High School and 
Newcastle Middle School track 
meets are canceled. 

“Our jump pits are still frozen, 
and the rest of our facilities are not 
going to be ready and safe to use. 
And the weather the rest of the 
week doesn’t look like it’s going 
to get much better,” said Mike 
Gregory, high school activities 
director, in an email announcing 
the cancellations.

He noted that he hopes the 
schools can reschedule the meets 
for a later date, if possible. 

According to accuweather.com, 
Newcastle can expect between a 
coating to 2 inches on two dif-
ferent occasions this week.

The website says that there is 
a 46% chance on Tuesday that 
Newcastle will receive “a coating 
to 2 inches” and a 51% chance of 
little to no accumulation. 

On Wednesday at about 3 p.m. 
Newcastle could see 1 to 2 inches of 
snow by 4 a.m. Thursday morning, 
according to accuweather.com. 
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Got a local story idea?
Send your story ideas to 

Alexis Barker, reporter@newslj.com, 
or Bob Bonnar, editor@newslj.com.

We’d love to hear your thoughts!

move happen. Not only did it 
end up being a fund-raising 
opportunity for the athletes 
who volunteered to help, it was 
also an opportunity to build 
relationships between the stu-
dents, the school, the PD and 
the community.

“After Pam got a hold of me 
and we talked over the situ-
ation, I reached out to police 
chief Chuck Bowles to see 
what it entailed,” Conzelman 
explained. “I went down to 
take a look at everything, and 
found out that they were only 
moving about 50 yards to a dif-
ferent building, so I figured it 
was something we could help 
them with.”

The department could have 
hired a moving company, but 
Gualtieri wanted to reach out 
to see if that money could 
go toward local athletes rather 
than a moving company. 
Conzelman jokingly told her 
that as long as there were no 
pianos, NHS student-athletes 
could definitely lend a hand. 

Due to conflicting obliga-

tions on Friday, there were 
several members of the football 
team who were unavailable to 
help, so Conzelman opened 
up the opportunity to spring 
sports players as well. About 
15-20 athletes from boys’  
and girls’ soccer, track and 
football heeded the call to help 
out, and for soccer the move 
did double duty as a substitute 
for practice. 

The crew from NHS got 
to work at 1:30 Friday and 
worked until 3:30 in cold and 
blustery weather conditions. 
It’s true that many hands make 
light work, because in that 
time they were able to move 
three trailer loads of file cabi-
nets, desks, and boxes of office 
materials to the new location. 
Although there still remains 
about one trailer load to be 
moved, the operation was put 
on hold with plans to finish up 
in the near future.

It was a job well done, and 
participants in both the police 
department and the school 
were satisfied with the prog-

ress made, but the partner-
ship brought about more than 
just the goal of relocating the 
department. It also provided 
the opportunity for connec-
tions to be made and relation-
ships to be built.

“Having the students work 
alongside the police also may 
have helped to build relation-
ships in addition to helping 
get a job done,” Conzelman 
said, grinning. “It helps to 
build camaraderie, because 
everyone is working toward a 
goal. Being out in public helps 
put a face with a name, so 
the next Friday night, or track 
meet, or soccer game, now you 
know a player or two, which 
gets them more vested in the 
sporting programs.”

“It also helps to build rela-
tionships between the different 
sports programs because they 
all had to work together,”  
he continued.  “If the timing 
is right and everything works 
out, we may be available  
for other businesses to move 
as well!” 

Photo courtesy of Sally Hoover
From left, Dave Christiansen, Cole Wehri, Savannah Carr, Yestin Davis and Dylan McFarlin 
are hard at work hauling in a load as Newcastle High School student-athletes help the 
Newcastle Police Department relocate to their new offices Friday.
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On Monday, the calendar told me that 
spring had begun. I looked out my 
kitchen window and saw my snow- and 

ice-covered back patio, then I put on my winter 
coat and gloves and walked out the door to start 
my day.

On Tuesday, I looked out my kitchen window 
to see snow falling in earnest, and the roads 
on the way to work were slippery and snow 
covered.

It doesn’t feel like spring.
But, it does definitely feel like the 

spring sports season. 
Soccer was supposed to kick off 

their season Friday, but single-digit 
temperatures and 50 mile-per-hour 
winds put a stop to that.

Track was supposed to host their 
opening meet this Thursday, but 
frozen jump pits and other winter 
related obstacles put a stop to that.

The Farmer’s Almanac warned of a “glacial 
winter,” and as per usual, it was right. 

Of course, living in Wyoming we all know 
that just because the calendar says it is spring, 
doesn’t mean that it will feel that way.

Couple that with the start of spring sports 
and we will be guaranteed that cold and snow 
will keep coming for several weeks.

Last year at state soccer, there was five 
inches of snow on the fields that had to be 
removed before teams could play, and that was 
at the end of May.

How could we expect that March would be 
sunny and warm?

My hat is off to coaches and players who 
brave the elements to participate in soccer or 

track, because standing outside all day, or even 
for a couple of hours, when it’s 35 degrees and 
the winds are howling and blowing snow this 
way and that does not sound like a whole lot of 
fun for me.

I also think about the possibility of injury to 
muscles that can’t get warm. Those kids out 
on the field or the track aren’t bundled up in 
battery heated vests or gloves, or any other of 

the plethora of heated outerwear. They 
are wearing their uniforms. Hopefully, 
they have winter gear under their 
shorts and jerseys, but still that’s not a 
lot of protection.

Granted, they generate body heat 
because they are running around 
for 80 minutes, or are jogging and 
warming up for their track events, but 
still, it’s cold and miserable.

As I wallow in self-pity that winter 
doesn’t look to be going anywhere 

in the near future, I must also be appreciative 
that here in Newcastle, we aren’t suffering the 
effects of large snowstorms dumping feet of 
snow like other places around the state have 
experienced.

Apparently, athletic directors from the west 
side of the state were calling everywhere in 
desperation to see if anywhere was hosting any 
soccer tournaments or track meets that they 
could get their athletes to this weekend.

Also, when the first soccer standings report 
came out on Wyopreps on Monday, only one or 
two teams had even played a game, so I guess 
we’re all in the same boat.

I just wish it didn’t feel like that boat was the 
Titanic and there was an iceberg dead ahead.

Wait, spring has sprung?



Screenings Recommended Yearly
  $45 Blood Chemistry Panel: Includes heart, 

kidney and liver functions, w/lipid panel, 
total cholesterol, HDL, LDL and triglycerides. 
Also electrolyte levels, protein, iron, fasting 
glucose and TSH, uric acid and carbon 
dioxide. Recommended 12 hour fasting, unless 
diabetic.

 $35 Hemogram (CBC) with Differential:
A complete blood count of red and white 
blood cells, platelet levels, hemoglobin and 
hematocrit. Checks for anemia, infections & 
other blood disorders.

 $40 Hemoglobin A1C: - Refl ects average 
blood sugar levels for past 2-3 months. 
Recommended for diabetics or those with 
family history of high blood sugar.

 $45 PSA for Men: Screening for Prostate 
Cancer in men over age 50. However, if there 
is a family history of Prostate Cancer, it is 
recommended at age 40.

Vitamin Screenings
 $55 Vitamin D, 25 Hydroxy - Provides an 

assessment of overall Vitamin D status 

for the screening of defi ciency or toxicity. 
Measures both D2 and D3 together & reports 
a total 25-hydroxy Vitamin D. Vitamin D is 
important for mineral absorption, immune 
system, strong bones & overall health.

 $50 Vitamin B12 with Folate: Detects B12 & 
folate nutrient levels for normal red blood 
cell and white blood cell formation & repair 
of tissues & cells. Biotin consumption should 
be discontinued for at least 72 hours prior to 
testing. Recommend fasting, unless diabetic.

Thyroid Screenings
 $35 Thyroid Panel 1: Includes three levels for 

the T3 uptake (THBR), T4 (Thyroxine), and 
free Thyroxine index/calculation.

 $60 Thyroid Panel 2: Enhance thyroid profi le; 
screens for level of Free T4 and Free T3 
hormones.

 $85 T3, Reverse: The Reverse T3 (RT3) 
measures the inactive form of the hormone. 

 $50 Thyroid Antibodies: Checks for 
antibodies that can injure thyroid, affecting 
thyroid function; includes thyroid peroxidase 
and thyroglobulin antibody. 

Additional Screenings
 $87 SAR-CoV-2 Antibody Screening: SAR-

CoV-2 is the disease that causes COVID-19. 
Testing through one vial of blood sent to lab 
to identify exposure to virus; authorized only 
for detecting presence of antibodies.

 $40 Blood Type: Determination of ABO blood 
group type and Rh factor.

 $55 Men’s Testosterone, Total: Screening used 
to evaluate testosterone hormone levels.

 $60 Women’s Testosterone, Total: Provides 
sensitivity and specifi city required for 
assessment of low testosterone levels in 
women and hypogonadal men.

 $85 Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA) Expanded 
Panel: Helps identify RA and arthritis 
associated with autoimmune disorders. 
Includes CRP quantitative test, cyclic 
citrullinated peptide antibodies, rheumatoid 
arthritis factor & antinuclear antibodies 
screening.

 $40 C-Reactive Protein (CRP) High 
Sensitivity CRP: An elevated CRP is a 
marker of infl ammation; can help evaluate 
risk of cardiovascular disease, infl ammatory 

disorders or infection.
 $40 Ferritin: Indicates levels of iron protein 

stored in the body.
 $60 Hepatitis C Antibody: Checks for 

antibodies to Hep. C indicating previous 
infection. CDC recommends once for adults 
w/no risks born between 1945 and 1965, 
or those who have injected drugs or were 
recipients of transfusions or transplants prior 
to 1992..

 $65 Celiac Screening: Screening of antibodies 
to aid in diagnosis of gluten sensitivity. Must 
be on gluten-containing diet to be accurate.

WHF recommends 12 hours of fasting prior to 
blood draw. Drink plenty of water and take 

medications as usual.
Blood Pressure and Body Fat Analysis/ BMI 

Screenings are available at no charge!

Thurs., March 30 6:30–9:30 a.m. 
Nelson Admin. Bldg., Upton 

 Sat., April 1 6–11 a.m. • W.C. Senior Center, Newcastle

                        To make an appointment, go to WHF.Health/Appointments or call WHF at 800-979-3711

Weston County 
Health Services

Questions? 
Contact Denice Pisciotti at 307-746-3755

CommunityCommunity
Wellness Screening Event
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Although the starting pistol has 

remained silent, track season got under 
way two weeks ago, and head coach 
Chad Ostenson is looking forward to 
the possibilities this season may have 
in store for his team. 

He lost a few and gained a few 
players, however, of the 33 athletes 
out for the season there are several 
who have the potential to have a suc-
cessful year on the track or field. 

As has been the trend for the last 
several years, boys out-number the 
girls 25-8, however, there are more 
girls out this year than there was last 
season. 

Returning senior girls are Jaylen 

Ostenson and Lizzie Rushton. 
Ostenson sat out last season due to 
a stress fracture in her foot, but she 
is a returning state qualifier in the 
100- and 300-Meter Hurdles as well 
as the discus, and she placed eighth in 
the 100M Hurdles at the state meet her 
sophomore year.

Rushton throws the shot and discus 
and competes in the long jumps. In 
addition, when the team competes in 
South Dakota, she throws the javelin, 
and has set a couple of meet records in 
that event.

“It’s fun to have Jaylen back and I’m 
looking forward to seeing what she is 
able to do this year,” Ostenson said. 
“I’m also pretty excited to see what 
Lizzie can do in the javelin this year, 
and she also did some work in the 

weight room over the past year, so I’m 
looking for good things from her in all 
her events.”

There are also two returning 
senior boys to the team, and they are 
Jacob Prell and Holden McConkey. 
McConkey is a sprinter, while Prell 
throws the shot put and the discus. 

“Holden was sidelined last year with 
some injuries, but in his sophomore 
year he did some good things and 
qualified for the state meet,” Ostenson 
said. Jacob threw the shot pretty well 
last year and kept getting better and 
better with each meet. This year, he 
is bigger and stronger, so I’m looking 
for some good things from him. We 
will look to all the seniors to provide 
leadership for the team this year.”

In addition to the four seniors, there 

are also six juniors out for  track this 
season, including Colton Vanderpool 
Mobley, who did some good things 
for the team last year in the sprints. 
However, the bulk of the team is 
young, as they are sophomores and 
freshmen. 

Two of the 14 sophomores who are 
returning earned a state berth at last 
year’s culminating event. CJ Hardy 
qualified in the high jump while Sam 
Scribner punched his ticket in the pole 
vault. Both return for another shot at 
placing at the state meet this season.

Other sophomore returners include 
Eli Morrill, who made great strides 
in the hurdles last year, and Julie 
Morris, who is one of the few female 
sprinters on the team. Another sprinter, 
Savannah Carr, is rejoining the team 

after not competing last season, and 
Ostenson is also excited to welcome 
distance runner Aspen Bloom, who 
had a successful cross country season 
last fall. 

“We have some returning athletes 
and a good core younger group of kids, 
so I’m excited to see what they can do 
this year,” Ostenson said. “Hopefully, 
we’ll get Mother Nature to cooperate 
with us so we can get a track meet 
going here pretty soon.”

Unfortunately, Mother Nature is 
being stubborn, so the Laura Chord 
Memorial Track Meet that was sched-
uled for Friday has been canceled with 
the hope of rescheduling for a later 
date. As such, the tracksters are on 
hold for another week before officially 
getting their season under way.

Tracksters waiting for weather to cooperate

with 754 rebounds as well. 
She is also the top scorer in 
Newcastle history. 

“Jaylen had a nice year,” 
said Coach Chad Ostenson. 
“She led her team in scoring, 
rebounding, assists, steals and 
blocks. She is also a leader/
coach on the floor which is 
great to have. She and Shelby  
ran the show in the semi-final 
game, and they both enjoy it 
and both love it.”

Tidyman is a third year All-
Conference and second year 
All-State player. She will join 
Ostenson on the Wyoming All-
Time Career records list as 30th 
in assists with 290 throughout 
her tenure as a Lady Dogie. At 
the state tournament this year, 
not only did Tidyman assist 
her teammates in scoring, she 
also put her fair share of points 
on the board.

“Shelby had another great 
year, and she is an all-around 
leader as well,” Ostenson said. 
“On the court her hustle, her 

defense and her communica-
tion are vital, and it makes her 
pretty darned valuable for us. 
It’s also like having a coach on 
the floor. She calls out plays 
when they can’t hear me, and 
it’s almost always the play that 
I was trying to communicate.”

Conzelman made her 
second appearance on the All-
Conference roster this year. 
Last year, she was eighth on 
the Wyoming All-Time Career 
Record list for made threes with 
78 on the year and for her career 
is 20th on that list for made 
threes with 153. Those numbers 
are made all the more impres-
sive given that she has only had 
two full years of starting.

“She didn’t have the year 
she had last year, but a lot of 
that had to do with the fact 
that other teams paid a lot 
more attention to her this year, 
and made sure she didn’t have 
as many opportunities as she 
had last year,” Ostenson said. 
“That opens up more oppor-

tunities for everyone else, and 
overall it was still a pretty 
darned good year for her.” 

McFarland ended up 
just a vote or two short of 
making the team, however, 
she got Honorable Mention 
for the second year in a row. 
McFarland was the Swiss 
Army knife of the team, per-
forming a variety of vital roles 
on the court. 

“Hunter’s one that does so 
many important little things 
that no one sees. She is one 
of our key defenders, she can 
play three or four different 
defensive spots, she brings the 
ball up when we need her to, 
she takes the ball out which is 
a vital part of the game, and 
she’s a threat from the outside 
and off the bounce,” Ostenson 
began. “She is an all-around 
good player, and I wish we 
could have got her in, because 

she deserves to be right there 
with the rest of those kids.”

Harrington made her first 
appearance on the Honorable 
Mention All-Conference list 
this season. The junior stepped 
up to fill the position vacated 
by Tiernan Stanton when she 
was sidelined due to knee 
surgery, and though Harrington 
isn’t 6-feet, 2-inches tall like 
Stanton, she did a nice job 
of stepping into those shoes 
as post for the Lady Dogies 
this year. By the end of the 
season, Harrington was a force 
on the boards and averaged 8.1 
rebounds per game.

“What Jayde did this year 
was pretty amazing, consid-
ering where she started and 
where she ended,” Ostenson 
said. “Toward the end of the 
year, she started dominating 
the boards — and that was fun 
to watch. Everything we asked 

for, she did, and she worked so 
hard, so the recognition was 
well-deserved.” 

“With us getting three All-
Conference and being in the 
conference with the three best 
teams in the state, it’s tough to 
get more than that,” Ostenson 
concluded. “But, I felt like all 
five starters should have been 
on the roster.”

Perino was the only Dogie 
to be recognized by the con-
ference for the men’s team. 
Head coach Allen Von Eye 
was pleased that his fellow 
coaches recognized the con-
tribution Perino made to the 
team in what proved to be a 

challenging season.
Von Eye pointed out that, 

although Perino was under-
sized, he was oftentimes asked 
to guard the opposing team’s 
biggest player because Von 
Eye knew he could count on 
him to give it his all. 

“Quint has been the epitome 
of hard work, effort, and 
desire during his four years 
here. As evidenced by his play 
on the floor, he isn’t one to 
be out-played,” Von Eye said. 
“His biggest contribution is 
the legacy he leaves with our 
younger players — a legacy of 
hard-work, maximum effort, 
and playing with passion!”

Honors from Page 9 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Photo by Nicole McFarland/NLJ
Shelby Tidyman was a leader on the court for the Lady 
Dogies throughout her career, and was named to the 3A 
East All-Conference team for the third time, and the 3A All-
State team for the second time.  

Photo by Nicole McFarland/NLJ
MacKenzie Conzelman is a two-time All-Conference award 
winner. Her three-point shooting prowess earned her the 
20th spot on the Wyoming All-Time Career Records list. Photo by Nicole McFarland/NLJ

Quint Perino was recognized by the coaches for his contri-
butions to his team as they awarded him Honorable Mention 
to the All-Conference team for the 3A East Conference.
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Weather
Vane

DATE HI LO
S-12 30   12 
M-13 43   10 
T-14 54   30 
W-15 61   27 
T-16 32   19
F-17 28   18
S-18 37   09

EARTH DAY

ACROSS
1. Blood-related problem
5. Econ. measure
8. Blue
11. A perch for Christmas partridge?
12. Domain
13. Fill college entrance form
15. Archaic preposition
16. Chili seed
17. Ski run
18. *Swedish environmental activist
20. Makes lace
21. Pi meson, pl.
22. Digital map marker
23. *Rachel Carson’s “____ Spring”
26. Heater
30. “Wheel of Fortune” vowel request
31. Trouble, in Yiddish
34. Epochs
35. Type of single-story house
37. Noble title
38. Sandler and Driver
39. Not “out of”
40. Advice on shampoo bottle
42. *Pollinator of plants
43. ____ Cray, a.k.a. the father of supercom-
puting
45. *Earth Day founder
47. Benatar or Boone

48. Lacking clarity
50. Singer-songwriter Tori
52. *1969 Santa Barbara disaster
55. To some degree
56. Dig like a pig
57. Honoree’s spot
59. Apartments, e.g.
60. Swine and avian diseases
61. Primary source for Nordic mythology
62. Cash machine
63. It’s all the rage
64. Swallow’s house

DOWN
1. PC “brain”
2. Christian fast
3. The Hippocratic one
4. Group of minstrels, e.g.
5. *Environmentally-friendly
6. Draws close
7. Spasm of pain
8. See him run?
9. “The Sound of Music” backdrop
10. Yellow #5 in list of ingredients
12. Highly-ranked ecclesiasts
13. On the move
14. Arranged in advance
19. Usually the last inning
22. Wound fluid
23. Delhi dresses
24. Absurd

25. Like a dryer trap
26. *Cuyahoga River disaster, Clean Water Act 
precursor
27. Omani and Yemeni
28. Tarantino in his own movie, e.g.
29. Ruhr’s industrial center
32. ____-friendly
33. Mourner’s wish
36. *Refuse turned fertilizer
38. Consumed (2 words)
40. Monotonous routine
41. Teenagers’ emotions
44. A mirage?
46. City in Netherlands
48. Between violin and cello
49. Not silently
50. Polly to Tom Sawyer
51. Disfigure
52. ____ Approach, music education
53. Serve soup
54. *Plastic tops of coffee cups
55. Sine ____ non
58. College entrance exam, acr.
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Last week’s answers

FIND THE SOLUTIONS IN 
NEXT WEEK’S PAPER

VISIT THE NEWS 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Wyoming Public Service Commission 
(Commission) approved on an interim basis 
the Application of Black Hills Wyoming 
Gas, LLC d/b/a Black Hills Energy (BHWG 
or the Company) to implement a decrease 
of $0.0058 per therm in the Company’s 
Revenue Adjustment Mechanism (RAM) rate. 
The Commission’s approval of BHWG’s rate 
change is subject to notice, protest, interven-
tion, refund, change, further investigation, 
opportunity for hearing and further order of the 
Commission.

The RAM rate applies to BHWG’s approxi-
mately 132,756 residential, small, medium, and 
large general service customers throughout 
the Company’s Wyoming service territory, 
including those areas where the Choice Gas 
program is in effect. The Company included in 
the Application a credit of $1,011,852.36 from 
Tallgrass Interstate Gas Transmission, LLC, for 
operational flow order penalties related to the 
February 2021 cold-weather event. The pro-
posed RAM rate would provide for a decrease 
of approximately $0.39 per month (-0.4%) for 

a typical residential customer using 67 therms 
per month during the rate-effective period of 
December 1, 2022, through May 31, 2023.

BHWG’s Application is available at the 
Commission in Cheyenne, or online at https://
dms.wyo.gov/external/publicusers.aspx (Enter 
Record No. 17188).

Anyone desiring to file a statement, interven-
tion petition, protest or request for a hearing 
must file with the Commission in writing on or 
before April 7, 2023. A proposed intervention or 
request for hearing must set forth its grounds 
and the position and interest of the petitioner 
in this proceeding. Please mention Docket No. 
30026-67-GM-22.

If you wish to participate in this matter and 
you require reasonable accommodation for a 
disability, please contact the Commission at 
(307) 777-7427, or write to the Commission at 
2515 Warren Avenue, Suite 300, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming 82002. Communications impaired 
persons may contact the Commission by 
accessing Wyoming Relay at 711.

Dated: March 10, 2023.

(Publish March 16 and 23, 2023)
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NOTICE OF BID

Weston County School District #1 will be 
taking bids on the following equipment:

Quantity: 265 Student Tablet Computers
Manufacture: HP 
Model: ProBook 440 G9 14” Notebook Touch 

Screen 
System Configuration: 
- Intel Core i5 12th Gen i5-1235U Deca-core 
(10 Core) 1.30 GHz - 8 GB Total RAM - 256 
GB SSD - Intel Chip - English Keyboard - IEEE 
802.11ax Wireless LAN Standard

Quantity: 35 Teacher Tablet Computers
Manufacture: HP 
Model: EliteBook 840 G9 – Touch screen 

System Configuration:
- WUXGA - 1920 x 1200 - Intel Core i7 12th 

Gen i7-1255U Deca-core (10 Core) - 16 GB Total 
RAM - 512 GB SSD - Silver - Windows 11 Pro - 
Intel Iris Xe Graphics - In-plane Switching (IPS) 
Technology - English Keyboard 
HP Care Pack - 5 Year - Warranty - 9 x 5 - 
On-site - Maintenance - Parts & Labor - Physical 
40 HP Power Adapter 65 W 
300 Batteries Swap at 3 Years (both models)

For a complete detailed Request for Proposal 
(RFP) please contact:  
Beau Gregory  
Director of Technology  
Weston County School District #1 
(307)746-2746 
Bids are due on April 6th 2023 at 12:00 pm.  
Further details are available via RFP.

(Publish March 16, 23 and 30, 2023)

DEADLINE FOR LEGALS IS FRIDAY

View all of Our Public Notices for 
FREE at newslj.com

Just click on the ’NOTICES’ tab at the top of 
our Home Page and Scroll Away! 

(or search by keyword if you’re so inclined      )  

No Subscription?
NO PROblEm!

Legal Notice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

NOTICE OF STORAGE/MECHANIC 
LIEN SALE

The following vehicle will be offered for sale 
to satisfy repair and storage of said vehicle for 
the amount of $6,850.00. A 1977 Chevy 2 dr., 
VIN #1X27U7L131540 will be sold to the highest 
bidder April 14, 2023 at 10 a.m. at 522 Highway 
50, Gillette, Wy. 82718

(Publish March 23 and 30, 2023)



For more statewide news visit NLJ 
online at newslj.com and click on 

the  ‘statewide’ tab
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NOTICE OF BID

Weston County School District #1 will be 
taking bids on the following equipment:

HP Server
HPE ProLiant DL360 Gen10 Plus Intel Xeon-S 

4310 12-Core (2.1GHz 18MB) 32GB (1 x 32GB) 
PC4-3200AA-R RDIMM 8 x Hot Plug 2.5in Small 
Form Factor x1 Tri-Mode Basic Carrier MR416i-a 
NC-B No Optical 800W 3 Year Next Business 
Day Warranty

Intel Xeon-Silver 4310 2.1GHz 12-core 120W 
Processor for HPE

HPE 32GB (1x32GB) Dual Rank x4 DDR4-
3200 CAS-22-22-22 Registered Smart Memory 
Kit

Microsoft Windows Server 2019 (16-Core) 
Datacenter ROK English Software

HPE iLO Advanced Electronic License with 3yr 
Support on iLO Licensed Features

HPE 800W Flex Slot Platinum Hot Plug Low 
Halogen Power Supply Kit

HPE 240GB SATA 6G Read Intensive SFF 
(2.5in) Basic Carrier Multi Vendor SSD

HPE 1.2TB SAS 12G Mission Critical 10K SFF 
(2.5in) Basic Carrier 3 Year Warranty 512e ISE 
HDD

HPE DL360 Gen10+ Standard Heatsink Kit
Microsoft Windows Server 2022 (4-Core) 

Datacenter Additional License Worldwide 
Software

HPE 5 Year Tech Care Basic ProLiant DL360 
Gen10+ Service

HW Assembly plus OS
Installation and Configuration
Bitdefender Managed Detection and Response 

Foundations 3 year 70 users
Networking, Configuration, and Installation  
For a complete detailed Request for Proposal 

(RFP) please contact:  
Beau Gregory  
Director of Technology  
Weston County School District #1 
(307)746-2746 
Bids are due on April 6th 2023 at 12:00 pm.  
Further details are available via RFP.

(Publish March 16, 23 and 30, 2023)
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FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM AND ONLINE AT NEWSLJ.COM

Courtesy of the 
Wyoming News Exchange

Cowboy 
State 
Look-In

County GOP leadership ousted
EVANSTON (WNE)  — 

After a protracted legal battle 
and public controversy, the 
Uinta County GOP is under new 
leadership. The entire executive 
committee was removed during 
Tuesday’s Republican Party 
meeting. 

Former Evanston Mayor Joy 
Bell replaced chair Elisabeth 
“Biffy” Jackson. Former 
Wyoming legislator, Secretary 
of Agriculture and gubernato-
rial candidate Ron Micheli and 
his wife Patty took the places 
of Committeeman Karl Allred 
and Committeewoman Jana 
Williams. 

Micheli is one of the plain-
tiffs in the ongoing GOP lawsuit 
that alleges corruption by the 
former leaders. The lawsuit fol-
lowed a criminal investigation, 
which in July found the officers 

to be innocent of any wrong-
doing. 

Also involved were state 
Rep. Jon Conrad, former Rep. 
Danny Eyre, Sen. Wendy 
Schuler, former Rep. Clarence 
Vranish, Clara Vranish and Troy 
Nolan. 

“It’s always been my con-
tention that [Jackson, Allred and 
Williams] have been using the 
office for their own personal 
purposes, to get their agenda 
approved and done,” Clarence 
Vranish said. “As far as we’re 
concerned, they’re extremely 
radical right, and we thought 
we needed to have a big tent 
for the Republicans and should 
have room for everybody.” 

Stacy Wallace, Randy Barker 
and Jay Anderson are the new 
secretary-treasurer, west and 
east vice chairs, respectively. 

Regarding the scale of the 
replacements, Micheli said, “It 
is pretty unusual. That’s for 
sure.” 

He said he hopes the party 
will return to a more traditional 
state inspired by President 
Ronald Reagan. 

Despite his faction’s 
replacement of their predeces-
sors, Micheli said there is still 
room for their ideas in the big 
tent. “We welcome anyone into 
the Republican Party,” he said. 
“We’re not exclusive; we’re 
inclusive.” 

Bell and Jackson did not 
return phone calls seeking 
comment by press time. Conrad 
didn’t reply to questions sent 
via email by press time.

This story was published on 
March 17, 2023. 

Gordon vetoes portions of drug bill

One Health opens new office
SHERIDAN (WNE) — First started in 

Montana to respond to a need to provide sub-
stantial primary care to rural populations, One 
Health expanded throughout the state, aiming to 
unite smaller, independent health clinics in the 
summer of 2015. 

By fall 2020, stand-alone clinics across 
Montana united to form One Health. The 
business has now been working into northern 
Wyoming, making its way to Sheridan. 

One Health provides a variety of services, 
staffing doctors, dentists, psychologists, phar-
macists, nurses, social workers, therapists, com-
munity health advocates, medical assistants and 
service representatives. The Sheridan office 
is working toward getting all of the positions 
filled, complimenting the other open offices. 

Currently, the Sheridan office has doctors, 
dentists and therapists. 

“We focus more on the outpatient side,” One 
Health CEO David Mark said. “We do a lot of 
preventative care and routine health.”

One Health works with all patients, whether 

they have insurance or not, said nurse practi-
tioner Marlene Schuman. 

“For those with no insurance, we try to use 
our programs to get medications for them or 
any kind of imaging or labs that they need,” 
she said. “We have a great 340B pharmacy 
program that allows certain medications to be 
significantly reduced in the cost. I had a patient 
who was paying $125 a month with insurance, 
then with the program, we got it down to 17 
cents a bottle.”

One Health works closely with Sheridan 
Memorial Hospital staff to provide further care 
for patients, Mark said. One Health can send 
patients to the hospital in emergencies or receive 
labs. 

One Health does not provide free health care; 
however, it does offer a sliding fee discount 
program through which patients can get reduced 
medical fees, dental assistance and pharmacy 
assistance.

This story was published on March 15, 2023. 

Gillette man featured in bestseller
GILLETTE (WNE) —  Anyone looking for 

a best-selling read featuring a local resident 
can now buy “Next Level Your Life,” by Dale 
Young and Tammy Hane, on Amazon. The book 
was compiled and created by Kyle Wilson.

The 200-page book features a variety of 
authors, including Jay Johnson, a Gillette busi-
ness owner. The authors include professionals, 
speakers, entrepreneurs and bestselling authors 
from across the country.

Johnson’s chapter in the work is titled 
“Code 3 American: A Sniper’s Final Shot to 
Save America.”

“I have the heart of a patriot, and I believe 
our flag is a sacred symbol of freedom. Immense 
sacrifice is sewn into every fiber of our flag and 
cannot be repaid. Patriots gifted us the United 
States of America and the best way of life the 

world has ever known. Our children deserve 
it, and patriots of the past demand a return on 
their investment,” Johnson said in an excerpt 
from the book.

With a variety of chapters, the book focuses 
on promoting growth, overcoming difficulties 
and transforming a person’s life.

Johnson founded local business Custom 
Contracting in 2004 and is also the founder and 
CEO of Code 3 Assets, a business focused on 
investment strategies for increasing wealth.

Custom Contracting is a veteran owned and 
family operated general contracting service in 
Gillette that serves locals, Buffalo, Wright and 
the Black Hills region.

This story was published on March 18, 
2023.

CHEYENNE (WNE)— 
Gov. Mark Gordon exercised 
his line item veto authority on 
portions of Senate File 151/ 
SEA No. 90, “Wyoming pre-
scription drug transparency 
act,” before signing it Friday.

He noted it has important 
policy changes related to rural, 
independent pharmacists, a 
critical component of health 
care in Wyoming. He vetoed 
portions of the bill that could 
have had significant impacts on 
prescription costs for Wyoming 

consumers, according to a news 
release from Gordon’s office.

To demonstrate his desire 
to provide financial relief to 
rural, independent pharmacies, 
Gordon signed a Governor’s 
Directive for the Wyoming 
Department of Administration 
and Information to negotiate 
payment of an increased amount 
of dispensing fee claims of up 
to $10 per brand label claim 
and $12 per generic brand claim 
to independent pharmacists 
participating in the Wyoming 

State Employees’ and Officials’ 
Group Insurance program.

The governor did line-item 
several provisions in the bill 
and wrote to legislators that the 
act, as drafted, “may do more 
harm than good, inadvertently 
shifting increased and burden-
some pharmaceutical costs to 
consumers, despite the good 
work done by all involved to 
provide local relief.”

This story was published on 
Mar. 18, 2023.
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NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of a default 
existing on the Mortgage dated October 22, 
2021 from Lloyd Estel Roberts, to William W. 
Webster III and Cindy Webster, in the principal 
amount of $30,000.00, which mortgage was 
recorded on October 22, 2021 in the office of 
the Weston County Clerk, State of Wyoming, in 
Book 403 of Photos beginning on page 867.  

The premises that are described in the mort-
gage are as follows:

A portion of Lot 5 in Block 18 of the Original 
Town of the City of Newcastle, Wyoming, 
particularly described as follows:  Starting at 
a point on the Westerly boundary of Lot 5 in 
Block 18 of the Original Town of Newcastle, 
Wyoming, which point is on the Easterly 
boundary of Summit Street and a distance 
of 55.16 feet from the Northwest corner of 
said Lot 5;  thence running in a Northeasterly 
direction and at right angles to the center line 
of Summit Street for a distance of 88.2 feet 
to the Easterly boundary of the portion of Lot 
5 herein described;  thence deflecting to the 
right 68°49’ and running for a distance of 56.7 
feet;  thence deflecting to the right 91°28’ 
and running for a distance of 7.7 feet;  thence 
deflecting to the right 91°22’ for a distance of 
1.8 feet to the southeast corner of the fence;  
thence deflecting to the left 71°39’ and running 
for a distance of approximately 100.5 feet 
along the fence line and at right angles to the 
center line of Summit Street to the Easterly 
boundary of Summit Street;  thence running in 
a Northwesterly direction along the boundary 
of Summit Street a distance of 53.36 feet to the 
point of beginning.

The real property or its address is commonly 
known as 209 S. Summit Avenue, Newcastle, 
Wyoming.

Nonpayment and other defaults existing, 
acceleration having been declared, and the 
entire remaining mortgage balance being now 
due and payable.

A lawsuit for judicial foreclosure has been 
filed in the District Court, Sixth Judicial District, 
Weston County, Wyoming (Civil No. 2206) 
and an order for judicial foreclosure has been 
entered by the Court. No other proceedings 
have been instituted.

Pursuant to Wyoming Statutes Section 
344106, the above-described real estate will 
be offered for sale and sold by the Sheriff of 
Weston County, Wyoming, to the highest bidder 
for cash at public vendue at the front door of 
the Weston County Courthouse, 1 West Main 
Street, Newcastle, Wyoming on the 18th day of 
April, 2023, at the hour of 10:00 a.m.

The balance due at this date is $29,011 
unpaid principal, accrued interest, attorney’s 
fees and late fees to date of $2,777.42, further 
interest to accrue to the date of sale at the rate 
of $9.86 per day, and additional accrued attor-
ney’s fees and foreclosure costs.

The property being foreclosed upon may be 
subject to other liens and encumbrances that 
will not be extinguished at the sale and any 
prospective purchaser should research the 
status of title before submitting a bid.

DATED this 16th day of March, 2023.
                       
Patrick E. Carpenter
Sundance Law, P.C.
Attorney for Lender
Post Office Box 1148
Gillette, WY 82717-1148
307-682-1444

(Publish March 23 and 30 and April 6 and 13, 
2023)
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Culligan 
Water Conditioning

Richard D. Olstad
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Small ads (1x2) $15.00 per week *
Large ads (2x2) $25.00 per week *

* 26-week run required

Call 746-2777

DBM Storage

923 S. Summit

°  5x10  -  $25.00
°  10x20 - $55.00

Donny/Barb Munger
(307) 941-1010 or 

(307) 941-1570

39 Years of Certified Sales Experience

Rod Petranek
746-4475 or 866-328-7960
Evening Number 746-9622

45 Years of Certifi ed Sales Experience

Not FDIC Insured. Not Guaranteed by the Bank. Not Insured
by Any Federal Government Agency. May Go Down in Value. Not a Deposit

Joanna Akers, Agent
Brenda Kirsch, Agent 

24 N Sumner  .  307-746-3503  .  joannaa@burnsia.com
P.O. Box 910  .  brendak@burnsia.com

Newcastle, WY 82701. fsbnewcastle.com

Josh Liggett
(307) 746-5165
Newcastle, WY

Electrical 
Contracting

Just West of 4-Way Stop at  US Hwys 85 & 16

• T-Shirts • Souvenirs • Gifts
• 3 Sizes of Storage Units

1226 Washington 
Newcastle WY

Wayne’s 
Heating & 

A/C Service

(307) 746-5618
(307) 746-5637

For all your 
residential heating & 

air conditioning needs

Wayne Anderson

Licensed, Insured and Bonded

Master Plumber Brian Olson
307-746-2273 or 307-941-0372
Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Cooling

Wesco 
Gas

Locally Owned
Propane Bulk Delivery

Home • Ranch • Oilfield

Wesco Gas • P.O. Box 760
Newcastle WY 82701

307-746-4405

PITTMAN 
ELECTRIC, LLC

Residential, Commercial
& Industrial
Licensed

MSHA Trained/Certifi ed
Gary Pittman, Jr. 
Master Electrician

 & Owner

Offi ce: (307) 532-0106
24 hour emergency

(307) 575-3759

Upton, Wyoming
307-468-2702

Visit us online at
whiteconstruction.biz

Residential
Commercial

New and Remodel
Concrete

HOWARD
WHITE CONSTRUCTION LLC

This 
Space 
For 

Rent!
Call 746-2777

Sofi a Baeza • 307-629-0484
Carpet Cleaning • Water and Fire Damage Restoration

Commercial & Residential • Serving Northeast Wyoming

Licensed & InsuredDiscretion & Professionalism
Licensed & Insured

Sofia Baeza
307-629-0484
Carpet Cleaning

Water and Fire Damage 
Restoration

Commercial & Residential
Serving Northeast Wyoming

We have a 
hideout for 

your treasure!

(307) 746-8168

H
ole in the

Storage
5x10  10x10  10x20
RV Parking Sites

Wall

Business Bulletin
News Letter Journal

Meet 
Someone 

NEW!
New people move in

every day, let them know 
you’re here & what you 

can do for them!
A d v e r t i s e  y o u r 
b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e

News Letter 
Journal

Your One-Stop Shop for ALL 
Your Home Furnishings!

 Furniture • Mattresses • Carpet • Linoleum • Tile
Ceramic Tile • Hardwood Flooring • Karndean Flooring

Window Treatments • Lamps • Artwork

1600 W. Main, Newcastle 
307-746-3335

cltfl ooringandfurnishings.com

F R E E  E S T I M AT E S   •   P R O F E S S I O N A L  I N S T A L L AT I O N

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Responsive, professional, and timely
A Local Contractor Committed 

to Local Customers!

RICKS ELECTRIC
Rick Phillips, Owner
Residential  Industrial  Commercial
(307) 746-5239

941-1757 
Camp daily, weekly, or monthly
• all 50-watt service 
• dry camping available
• 130 sheds: 5x10 to 15x45
• also outside storage
• horse pens, horses welcome

P.O. Box 421
Newcastle, WY 82701

Glen & Barb Riggs, owners

Riggs Storage
& Camping

307-746-5711
Andy Wolfe

wolferentalswy@gmail.com

*Long & Short Term Rentals*
*Storage Units*
*Camper Sites*

You can’t predict the 
future, so plan for it.

Jeff Virchow, CFP®, AAMS
Financial Advisor

224 West Main Street
Newcastle, WY 82701
307-746-2667

307-756-3967 • 307-282-0793

Kit and Kathy Doornink
kkbuilders@gmail.com

kkbuildersllc.com

Complete, Quality,
Custom Home
Construction,

Site prep and dirt work.

Contact us before you 
start your project, so we 
can help you with every 

step of the build.

Like us on 
Facebook!

701 Washington Blvd 
• 746-9191

Transfer a prescription to us and receive 
20% off one OTC item!

We offer vaccinations, walk-ins welcome!

We are partnering with Decker’s Market to offer a 
senior day 65 & older to receive 10% off purchase (does 

not include prescriptions). 3rd Thursday of every month! 

Like us on 
Facebook!

701 Washington Blvd 
• 746-9191

Transfer a prescription to us and receive 
20% off one OTC item!

We offer vaccinations, walk-ins welcome!

We are partnering with Decker’s Market to offer a 
senior day 65 & older to receive 10% off purchase (does 

not include prescriptions). 3rd Thursday of every month! 

BEARLODGE 
ENGINEERING 

AND SURVEYING

Serving Northeast Wyoming 
Since 1978 

Now serving Weston County 
from our offi  ce located at 

216 W. Main Street 
Newcastle, WY 82701 

Ph: (307) 746-2828

Offi  ce hours 8 a.m. - Noon
Tuesdays & Thursdays

CLEANING & SERVICES

307-941-2575
Carpet Deep Cleaning Drywall Paint

•   Private suites, all with bathrooms
•   24-hour Sta� 
•   Medication Management
•   Outstanding Environment, to include   
     meals, activities, housekeeping,   
     laundry, and on-site beauty shop
•   Choice with Dignity

Call now for personal tour  307-629-4273 or 307-746-8582

106 E. Main St. 
Newcastle, Wy 

82701

Senior Living Made Personal

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED
 “We can handle everything from leaky 

faucets to clogged drains!”

307-941-2960

14 —March 23, 2023 ads@newslj.com



CARD OF THANKS
Thank you

We, the family of Melva 
Rawhouser, would like to thank 
everyone for the prayers, 
cards, donations, plants, and 
food for the loss of our loved 
one. Also a huge thank you 
to all the staff at WC Manor 
for the last 8 years and 10 
months of care for her. You all 
will not be forgotten. A special 
thank you to all the organiza-
tions and numerous visitors 
that take the time to reach out 
to all the residents. You all are 
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Roxy, Gayle Weeg & family, 

Gene Bay 

MISC
Friends of Fair 

Garage Sale
Fairgrounds Event Center Fri, 
Mar 31, 4-7pm $5 admission. 
Sat, Apr 1, 8-1pm free admis-
sion. All donations accepted 
at Event Center, all day Mar 
30 & until noon Mar 31 or by 
calling Stephanie 746-8007, 
Sue 746-3325. But please 
only 1 box/bag clean gently 
used clothing. Only 1 small 
box books/magazines.
See you at the sale! 

Poker
Humane Society spring Texas 
Hold 'Em tournament. March 
25th, 6pm at Newcastle 
Country Club. Free food, draw-
ings for prizes. Questions? 
Call 746-4213. 

HELP WANTED
Office Asst.

Part-time office assistant 
needed, duties include waiting 
on customers, answering 
phones, making copies and 
other tasks. Pick up applica-
tion at News Letter Journal, 14 
West Main St.

Positions available
Apply in person @ Weston 
County Senior Services 627 
Pine street. 

COMMUNITY
Helping Hands Foundation 

of Weston County
Are you in need of funds for 
medical traveling assistance? 
Contact Glenna at 307-468-
2316 or Carol at 746-2298.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
AA meets at WC Senior 
Center family room, 627 Pine 
St., Mondays and Thursdays, 
7-8pm. Contact Stan 746-9199.

TOPS
TOPS meets at three Newcastle 
locations each week: Tuesday 
at 4pm at First United Methodist 
Church, call Joyce Brown at 
307-629-1033; Thursday at 
8am at WC Senior Center, 
call JoAnn Dunn at 746-2654; 
and at 9 am Thursdays 
at First Baptist Church, call 
Ellen Butts at 746-4251. All 
are welcome! 

Hope Dealers
NA meets at Church on 
the Hill, 6:30-7:30pm, 

every Tuesday. Call 
Shawn at 307-575-6641.

Veterans
Veterans Outreach and 
Advocacy Program (Wyoming 
Dept Health/BHD) Operation 
Endur ing Freedom/
Operation Iraqi Freedom 
eligible. For assistance, 
call 307-630-3230.

WYCANS
Wyoming Press Association 
does not endorse and has not 
verified the legitimacy of these 
advertisers.

For Sale 
This is WORTH the trip to 
Casper! Enormous SAVINGS 
up to 50%! Giant Truckload 
SALE. Gas, Wood, Pellet 
Stoves & Fireplaces. Magic 
City Stoves 307-473-1016. 

Wanted/To Buy/
Miscellaneous 

Buying. Private collector 
looking to buy watchmakers’ 
accumulations. Buying all tools, 
parts, and related items. Please 
call David 314-779-7380 refer-
ences available paying cash.
 

Service/Miscellaneous 
FREE high-speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping & 

handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-888-573-1795. 
 

Service/Miscellaneous 
The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-888-970-4434. 
  

Notices  
Easily search or receive alerts 
on PUBLIC NOTICES printed 
in Wyoming community news-
papers for FREE at wyopub-
licnotices.com.  Wyoming citi-
zens can monitor the actions of 
local governments from hear-
ings, minutes, salaries, bids, 
elections, zoning and more by 
searching the public notices 
printed in Wyoming newspa-
pers on this statewide digital 
archive. Also, find foreclo-
sures, court filings, probates, 
adoptions, permits and other 
notices! This ONLINE state-
wide repository for Wyoming 
public notices is provided 
FREE by your Wyoming 
community newspapers. Stay 
Informed at: wyopublicnotices.
com.    
  

Professional Services  
Adver t ise statewide! 
Reach thousands with a 
WY Classified Advertising 
Network. Services, for sale, 
wanted to buy, recruitment, 
and more! Only $150. Contact 
your local newspaper.

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified 
Rates
Business Rate: $12.50 per week
for 4 lines (approximately 20 words); 
$2.50 per line thereafter.
Non-Commercial Rate: $6.00 per week
for 4 lines (approximately 20 words); 
15¢ each word thereafter
OR
Prepaid Cash Rate: 3 weeks/20 words/$15

How to place a 
classified 

advertisement:
News Letter Journal

PO Box 40 • Newcastle WY 82701
(307) 746-2777 • FAX (307) 746-2660

email: classifieds@newslj.com
Send Classifieds via email, in a Word/Text 

document, call, or drop at the office.

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT NOON
Cards of Thanks & In Memorium: 

$12 up to 50 words; $20 up to 100 words

March 23, 2023

Apply in person or send resumé to 
Decker’s Market, P.O. Box 249, 

Newcastle, WY 82701

NOW HIRING
Bakery/Deli Clerks

Full-time and part-time positions include 
some evenings and weekends. 

Employee discounts and benefits. EOE.

NOW HIRING
Gift Shop Associates

Associates for gift shop, FT and PT. 
Employee discounts and benefits. EOE.

Apply in person or send resumé to 
Decker’s Floral & Gift, P.O. Box 

249, Newcastle, WY 82701

Weston County School District #1 is accepting applica-
tions for two elementary teaching positions for the 2023-
2024 school year. 
The candidates must hold or be able to obtain current 
certification with the Wyoming Professional Teaching 
Standards Board. Positions opened until filled. Please 
submit a letter or interest, resume, certified applica-
tion, and three letters of reference. Applications are 
available at the Administration Building, 
116 Casper Avenue, or on the school  
website at: wcsd1.org, or call 746-4451. 
WCSD # 1 is an E.O.E.

Elementary Teaching Positions

This position is responsible for assisting in managing the day-to-day 
operations of the City of Newcastle, Wyoming.
Essential Functions:
• Implement City Council policies, procedures, directives, and  
 decisions
• Create and submit grants on behalf of the City of Newcastle
• Work with other city department heads on essential projects and  
 work through grants and fundings available
• Work with state and federal agencies
• Perform related duties
Knowledge Required by Position:
• Public administration principles and practices
• Relevant federal and state laws, local ordinances, and city rules 
 and regulations
• Functions and operations of city departments
• Economic forecasting principles
• Public relations principles
• Skilled in project management and strategic planning
• Skill in interpersonal relations and in dealing with the public
• Skill in oral and written communication

CITY ADMINISTRATOR
CITY OF NEWCASTLE — NOW HIRING

The City of Newcastle offers an extensive 
benefit package including health insurance and 
Wyoming retirement. Full job description and 

application are available at City Hall, 10 W. 
Warwick, Newcastle WY 82701, Monday–
Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (307) 746-3535. 

Salary DOE. EOE

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Farmers Insurance now hiring!
Please bring resume by 

128 W. Main St. Suite I  •  Newcastle
Fun shouldn’t be complicated

Michael Freeman
128 W. Main St, Ste. 1 | Cell: (307) 281-6310 | Office: (307) 746-2700

Insuring a recreational vehicle is easy with Farmers

PROPANE DELIVERED

Rocky Mountain Propane
Mike Smith • (307) 949-0765

Please call for pricing

TANK SALES & RENTAL

Weston County Job Opening
The Weston County Board of Commissioners 

is accepting applications for
MAINTENANCE MANAGER

Performs work necessary to maintain all county facilities. 
Inspects and monitors building systems to determine cost- 

effective repairs and/or replacements. Will repair various items, 
systems, and components to ensure that all items are available 

and in safe working condition. Must evaluate preventative 
maintenance schedules to include fire protection, alarm 

systems, and other systems. Maintain outside grounds year 
round. Monitors work performed by independent contractors. 
Must respond to emergency situations and resolve any safety 
concerns. Occasional light cleaning. A detailed job description 
is available at westongov.com or the Weston County Clerk’s 

Office. Starting pay between $3,200-$3,680 DOE 
with full county benefits. 

Please submit a cover letter and resumé to the 
Clerk’s Office at 1 West Main, Newcastle, WY 82701.

Position will be open until filled.
For questions, please call (307) 746-4744

Weston County School District # 1 has an opening for a 
full-time building and grounds maintenance technician. 
Experience in HVAC, grounds work, sprinkler systems, 
general building maintenance, small engine repair and 
maintenance preferred. Position is a twelve month posi-
tion. Fringe benefits include paid vacation, sick/personal 
leave, paid holidays, insurance, retirement. Please in-
clude a letter of interest, resume, and a completed ap-

plication to the Administration Building at 
116 Casper Avenue. Position opened until 
filled. Weston County School District # 1 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Maintenance Technician Position

Weston County Health Services is currently accepting
applications for the following positions.

Please see our website at wchs-wy.org for details.
Position Status
Long-term Care Director  ....................................FT
Registration/Admitting Clerk  ..............................FT
CNA, In-Home Services  .....................................PT
RN – Long-term Care  ...........................FT/PT/PRN
CNA – LTC ($1,000 Sign-on Bonus) .............FT&PT
Acute Care CNA  .................................................FT
Acute Care RN ........................................... PT/PRN
Nutrition Support Aide  ........................................PT
Dietary Aide ......................................................PRN
Environmental Services Aide  .............  FT, PT, PRN

Employment Applications can be found on our website
or picked up at the hospital front desk.

Fax completed applications/resume packets to 307-746-3726,
or email CTurner@wchs-wy.org.

WCHS performs post offer,
pre-employment drug screening. EOE. 

WESTON COUNTY
HEALTH SERVICES

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES!

Wanted: Motorcycle Coaches 
Apply online today!

https://www.dot.state.wy.us/home/dot_safety/
motorcycle-safety/become-a-ridercoach.html

Beginning RiderCoaches are paid 
$300 per weekend session.

WYDOT
S A F E T Y
H I G H W A Y

Application deadline 
is April 24, 2023

NEWSLJ.COMNews
Letter

Journal
307-746-2777
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National 
Outrage!

Call 307-746-8726 or
email editor@newslj.com

newslj.com
NEWC Now
Youtube

Facebook 
Twitter 
Instagram

Take Your Message Take Your Message Take Your Message Take Your Message Take Your Message Take Your Message 
to New Heights!to New Heights!to New Heights!to New Heights!to New Heights!to New Heights!

We will colorize

ANY PRINT AD
and put it online for only

$50

Color can really make a differenceColor can really make a differenceColor can really make a difference

Festive 
Celebration!

Weston County School District #1  •  wcsd1.org

Week Week of theof the
Young ChildYoung Child

Adventures 
in Learning Night

Preschool-Age Children & Parents!

Monday, April 3rd, 5:30–7 p.m.
at the Newcastle High School 
Cafeteria and Practice Gym

Local community preschools/daycares and 
many other organizations/businesses will 

be providing fun activities for preschool age 
children along with their parents! Activities will 

target the Wyoming Early Childhood Standards! 
Children do not need to be enrolled in a 

preschool. Come out and enjoy a night of 
playful learning and receive a gift!

If your business is working with pre-K in our 
community and you would like to have a station at this 

event, please contact Susie LaCroix 307-746-8861.

Photos by Walter Sprague/NLJ

Above, John Ertman, a knife and 
sword smith from Lead, South 
Dakota, shows off a double-edged 
sword he made, which has a fuller 
in the blade and copper and sil-
ver incorporated into the handle 
design. Ertman was one of the 
vendors at the Weston County 
Senior Center during the Weston 
County Sportsman’s Gun Show on 
Saturday, March 18. At left, Don 
Taylor and Garrett Borton look 
at a .22 target rifle. Below, Roger 
Gustafson inspects a Model 12 
Remington for sale. 

Sportsmen’s 
paradise


