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Lack of rain plagues NE Wyo

Working group meeting focuses on drought, funding

Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

Water and rangeland needs were
the focus of discussion at the Natural
Local Working

Resource District

Group meeting for Weston, Crook and
Campbell counties.

The purpose of the meeting, held
on April 22 at the Weston County
Events Center, was identifying and
discussing local conservation priori-

ties in all three counties.

The group consists of landowners and
employees of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Crook County
Natural Resource District, Campbell
County Conservation District, Weston

Bureau

County Natural Resource District,
of Land Management,
Wyoming Game and Fish Department,
Wyoming State Forestry Division,
Plank Stewardship Initiative, National
Wild Turkey Federation and Weston

County Weed and Pest. Participants
identified rangeland as the working
group’s funding priority, followed by
cropland and forestland.

— See Drought, Page 2

WCSD No.
moving to early
release Fridays

Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

Weston County School
District No. 1 is saying
goodbye to late-start
Wednesdays and hello
to early-release Fridays
after the board of trustees
approved an updated cal-
endar for the 2021-22 school

release students at 1:30 p.m.,
while Newcastle Middle
School and Newcastle High
School will release students
at 1:45 p.m. The district
clarified that if for some
reason school was to start
late on a Friday, the students
would remain in school until
normal release times.
According to  Super-
intendent Brad LaCroix and

release day. Both said that,
despite rumors, early-release
Fridays are not necessarily
a precursor to a four-day
school week in the future.
“Philosophically, four-
day school weeks are my
nemesis. However, the
building principals felt that
two things — No. 1, late-
start Wednesdays become

year on March 31.

Instead of starting school
almost two hours late on
Wednesdays, Newcastle
Elementary School will

Chairwoman Tina Chick,
several variables played a
role in the decision to move
from a late-start to an early-

complex at the elemen-
tary school because of
day care,” LaCroix said.

— See Schools, Page 2

County reclaims lowest
unemployment rate

Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

Weston County once again has the lowest
unemployment rate in the state for March,
according to the April 19 report from
the Wyoming Department of Workforce
Services Research and Planning Division.

“Weston County had the lowest unem-
ployment rate in March at 4.1%. It was
followed by Teton County at 4.2% and
Niobrara and Goshen counties, both at
4.3%,” the report states. “The highest
unemployment rates were found in Natrona
County at 7.9%, Sublette County at 7.7%,
and Sweetwater County at 7.1%.”

For February, Weston County had the
second-lowest unemployment rate in
the state at 4.7%, slightly above Albany
County’s 4.6%. In March, despite having a
4.4% unemployment rate, Albany County
dropped to the fifth-lowest rate in the state.

“From February to March, unemploy-

ment rates followed their normal seasonal
pattern and fell in every county,” the report
says. “Jobless rates decrease in March as
warmer weather brings seasonal job gains
in construction, leisure & hospitality, gov-
ernment and other sectors.”

Year over year, Weston County joined 16
other counties in the state that experienced
a decrease in the unemployment rate when
comparing 2020 to 2021. The county saw a
0.3% decrease year over year, while other
counties, including Washakie, Sublette and
Big Horn, saw decreases ranging from
1.5% to 1.7%.

On the other hand, six counties experi-
enced increases year over year including
Natrona, up from 6.1% to 7.9%; Converse,
up from 4.7% to 6.3%; and Campbell, up
from 5.6% to 6.6%.

Statewide, the unemployment rate
remained the same in February and March

— See Unemployment, Page 2
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Lucas Kitch and Macy Steber tackle digging a hole deep enough for a tree during an Arbor
Day celebration at Greenwood Cemetery on Friday. Fourth grade students from Newcastle
Elementary School walked to the cemetery to aid the city in planting six different trees in honor

of the holiday.

Arboretum accredited

Alexis Barker
NLJ News Editor

Last month the Bill Kohlbrand
Arboretum along Stampede
Street became the first accredited

arboretum on the Morton reg-
ister for the state of Wyoming,
according to Travis Peterson,
city arborist.

The arboretum was originally
planted in 2013 when more than

50 trees were planted in celebra-
tion of Arbor Day.

“This arboretum will act as
a living experiment to test the

— See Arboretum, Page 2

Hannah Gross
NLJ Correspondent

Craig Overman has been
suffering from Parkinson’s
disease since 2015, but in the

Hannah Gross/NLJ

Susan and Craig Overman
are thankful for the com-
munity’s support as Craig
battles Parkinson’s disease.

past year, he decided to partici-
pate in a trial of the deep brain
stimulation technology pro-
vided by Abbott Laboratories,
a medical device company.
DBS “is a process that sends
electrical impulses to parts of
your brain that aren’t working
properly, enabling the currents
to realign,” according to the
Abbott website. Overman’s
results did not disappoint.
While he has both good and

bad days, the treatment has
allowed him to live a little
more normally again.

A year ago, Overman went to
see a neurologist in Rapid City,
South Dakota, and she referred
him to Denver to begin this new
treatment, which involves many
surgeries. Over the summer,
he ran through some tests,
including one for dementia,
with several doctors to see if he
qualified as a candidate for the

| Stimulation technology helps
| Overman fight against Parkinson’s

procedures because the tech-
nology does not work on people
with dementia. He received the
green light to move forward
only to have the pandemic put
the surgeries on hold.

The treatment involves
three surgeries, and because it
involves drilling into the side of
the patient’s skull, which causes
the brain to swell, they must

— See Overman, Page 7
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Thank you mothers and grandmothers. We

—appreciate the important role you play in
our lives and in our community!
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Drought from Page 1

“Stock water is a priority.
Without that, conservation
practices can’t happen,” said
Jamie Tarver, vice chair of the
Campbell County Conservation
District’s board of supervisors.
“We have to have water.”

Cropland, she said, needs to
be the second priority because
without water, feed will be
needed to help producers
through the winter.

According to Keela Deaton,
district conservationist in the
Sundance field office for the
Natural Resources Conservation
Service, said that the priorities
are similar to those of previous
years, with 60% or more of
funding going to rangeland,
with cropland coming in second
and forestland following. It was
noted that other pots of money
are available for forestry work,
lessening the burden on natural
resource districts for those proj-
ects, although Deaton added
that funding may be unavail-
able during the upcoming year
because of budget cuts.

Deaton, as well as other par-
ticipants in the group, said that
they were willing to work with
landowners when it came to
other potential funding for proj-
ects in any of the categories.

Currently, despite recent pre-
cipitation, most of Northeast

Wyoming is categorized as being
in severe drought, according the
U.S. Drought Monitor. Weston
County, however, received over
2 inches of precipitation in May,
making the year-to-date total
approximately 11.44 inches,
which has helped to improve
conditions and fire danger for
the time being.

“Precipitation so far this
water year, since Oct. 1, 2020,
has been below average,” the
release states.

According to historic data
from the National Weather
Service, Newcastle received a
total of 9.34 inches of precipita-
tion during the 2020 calendar
year, while Upton received
8.42 inches. Through January
and February 2021, Newcastle
received 0.78 inches of pre-
cipitation, while Upton only
received 0.35 inches.

Historic averages for the
area show that between 1981
and 2010 Newcastle averaged
16.44 inches of precipitation to
Upton’s average of 14.99 over
the same period.

Before the two exceptionally
dry years of 2020 and the first
quarter of 2021, Weston County
experienced two of the wettest
years on record, receiving
24.59 inches of precipitation in
2018 and 21.15 inches in 2019.

Upton, during the same time
period, received 21.61 inches
and 22.31 inches, respectively.

Drought conditions are not
expected to subside, according
to the Wyoming Water Supply
Outlook  from  Wyoming
Natural Resource Conservation
Services hydrologist Jim Fahey.
According to his report, the
drought in Weston County will
persist through May 31.

The outlook for temperatures
in the area is reported to be
above average, while the pre-
cipitation outlook for Weston
County is below average.

In addition, both basins
encompassing parts of Weston
County (Cheyenne River
Basin and Belle Fourche River
Basin) have below median
snow water equivalent. The
report states, however, that
both currently have over 100%
of the average when it comes
to reservoir storage.

Because of the continued
drought in the area, small
nonfarm businesses and pro-
ducers in the area are eligible for
various grants through the Farm
Services Agency and the U.S.
Small Business Administration.

“These loans offset economic
losses because of reduced rev-
enues caused by drought,” the
USBA release says.

Unemployment from Page 1....cccceveevevenieneenenceieceneees

at 5.3%, seasonally adjusted. Year over year the
state’s unemployment rate increased from 5.1%
in March of 2020 to 5.3% in March of 2021.
Seasonal adjustments, according to the
report, are a statistical procedure to remove
the impact of normal regularly reoccurring
events such as weather, major holidays and
the opening and closing of schools. This is
removed from the economic time series to
better understand changes in economic condi-

S Cho OlS from Page 1

“And two, there are roundup
issues at the middle school
with some students having to
come in early because they
have nowhere to go.”

Chick added that moving to
a four-day school week would
require longer days, which
would be difficult for students,
and that children need the con-
sistency, safety and security
that school provides.

“Having said that, as we lis-
tened to the talk of the adminis-
trators and principals, it became
clear that late starts can be diffi-
cult, especially for the younger
kiddos,” she said.

Despite the change having
potential positive impacts in
several areas, LaCroix said
that there are concerns with
releasing students early on
Friday, although the concerns
are not as great as those with a
four-day school week.

“My concern will always be
for those that have to go home
to an empty house,” he said.
“Hopefully the community can
do some small-group things to
help out.”

He noted that Doubles
AAces could potentially help

Arb Oretum from Page 1

sustainability of a wide range of tree species in
Newecastle’s harsh climate,” the Wyoming State
Forestry website says. “Trees were selected on
their availability to withstand cold temperatures,
windy conditions and heavy, alkaline soils.”
Several of these trees are native to Wyoming,
Peterson said during a Arbor Day celebration on
April 30. Others come from a variety of areas.
Currently there are 125 trees in the arboretum,

fill a gap with its afternoon
program, but at this time
nothing is set in stone.

Another concern, according
to both Chick and LaCroix,
is making sure teachers have
enough time to work with their
peers while addressing their
needs during the school week.

“We have to do what we
need to do for the kids, but
we also have to find balance,”
LaCroix said.

“We want to make sure
teachers have enough time,
time to meet with the peer
groups and time to get the
information and education
they need,” Chick added.

Ample time for student
intervention and remediation
is also a concern to school offi-
cials. Both Chick and LaCroix
said that adjusting the calendar
will take some time to get used
to and that solutions will come
as problems arise.

Even though there are con-
cerns and issues that will have
to be addressed as the district
changes the calendar, Chick
said she hopes that an early-
release Friday will help solve
some of the activity concerns

tions from month to month.

“Wyoming’s
remained within the narrow range of 5.1% to
5.4% in each of the past six months and is
considerably lower than the current U.S. rate of
6%,” the report states.

Nationwide, unemployment is up 1.6% from
March of 2020 to March of 2021, with the
COVID-19 pandemic playing a significant role
in the increase.

unemployment rate has

that prompted the desire for a
four-day school week.

“I think this will address
some of the activity concerns
to some extent,” Chick said,
noting that students partici-
pating in activities will miss
less school on Friday after-
noons, while middle and ele-
mentary school students won’t
miss out on a whole day.

According to Chick, four-
day advocates maintain that
students who participate in
activities would miss less
school if there were no school
on Fridays. She explained that
this is only true for high school
students who participate in
extracurricular activities.

“Middle school students in
activities are missing Tuesdays
and Thursdays for games, and
then they would lose Fridays
too,” Chick said. “That has
been my concern all along.”

LaCroix added that he has
always been a firm believer
that schools are a good place
for kids.

“We just hope this is suc-
cessful and that we see ben-
efits for students and families,”
Chick said.

consisting of over 50 species.

Funding for the arboretum originally came
from the Wyoming State Forestry Division’s
arboretum grant program. This program funds
arboretums around the state.

“Through these arboretum trials, the Forestry
Division hopes to compile a more comprehensive
list of trees suitable in Wyoming’s climate,” the
forestry website explains.
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Letter to the Editor....................................... k

Residents need
religious access

To the editor:

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion or prohibit the free
exercise thereof.”

I am writing to respectfully question
whether this amendment is
being upheld for our senior
citizens and church members
in long-term care facilities. |
am concerned that members of PG )r
my church family and elderly g ) ' =
citizsms of faith in.our com- :LETTERS; TO;*T;HE EDITdR
munity and republic are not g —— SO
being given the opportunity to
receive spiritual and pastoral care which gives
them hope.

Are care facilities making an effort to
work with pastors to reach out and provide
the vital hope giving care?

I know that cherished members of my own

il
Rob Hicks

Owner

Stephanie Bonnar
Owner

QOur View

To you we
owe 1t all

‘The influence of a mother in the lives of her children
is beyond calculation.” —James E. Faust

myself or my parents the distress of not being
able to pray with my pastor or receive
communion for a full year. To us, our faith is
our life.

Surely our local Weston County Manor
and long-term facilities can provide a safe
means for pastoral visitation and facilitate
the opportunity for their residents to receive
individual communion from
their pastor without putting
others at risk.

I believe the Patient Bill
of Rights guarantees the
right to quality care and
respectful treatment without
discrimination on grounds
of religion.

Please provide the opportunity for the
spiritual care of our local citizens and church
members in long-term care facilities. They
should not be deprived of this right at this
stage in their life just because they cannot
stand up and voice their need in this time of

Y
Bob Bonnar
Publisher

Kim Dean
Managing Editor

¥

Whether the lessons were good or bad, harsh or
loving, the influence from a mother is something a
child will carry with them forever. Mothers come in all
shapes and sizes, biological or surrogate, step parents or
a close family friend, and all of them deserve thanks for
the difference they make.

Without mothers none of us would be here, for we
could not exist without them, and for that they
deserve thanks.

Life is a gift given by mothers and no matter the role
they played in your life, for that we should be thankful.

Thanks to all the moms out there that have gone

Alexis Barker
News Editor

KateLynn Slaamot
NLJ Correspondent

above and beyond, to those who sacrificed and loved church family have not been able to have isolation and potential despair. Sonja Karp Hannah Gross
unconditionally. To you we owe it all. visits with their pastor or receive The Lord’s S rrret! . NL Correspondent

Happy Mother’s Day from the News Letter Journal! Supper for over a year. I cannot imagine for — Rose Baldwin

What you do when things go ‘bump’ in the night

y nervous “afraid of the knows you are down there checking bottom of the deck, which was not far what we would do if a burglar Walter Sprague
Mdark” wife is amazed that things out. Sometimes you also have  from our bedroom. Mystery solved. came by. A

her brave husband will get to go upstairs, such as times of high But there were some sleepless times Since I make sure the guns are Office Manager:
up in the middle of winds when a branch is brushing before we figured that out. locked up and safe, I am not sure Siri Karr
the night to check against the house. We live on the edge of Lander and ~ what exactly I would do if a burglar G'i'::'m'ﬁfg’;“"
out all the strange Our house is 41 years old and it there are lots of critters that roam the  came by. In recent years we have Circulation:

noises she hears.

This has been
going on for more
than half a century
and, frankly, even
I am impressed by
my fearlessness.

Patiently, during
the entire time of
our marriage, I
have been awakened in the middle
of deep slumber to a voice saying:
“Honey, did you hear that?”

I roll over and say, “What? |
didn’t hear anything. Go back to
sleep, it will be all right.”

A few minutes later: “I can’t sleep.
I am worried.”

Now this could be my cue to
shush her and go back to sleep.

Other husbands out there who believe
in the adage that “a happy wife means
a happy life” know what comes next.

You get out of bed and start
wandering through the house looking
for the offending noise. You actually

Bill Snifﬁ.n
My Wyoming

rumbles and squeaks all the time.

For years we had a cranky water
boiler furnace that creaked and
groaned all night during the winter.
We got used to it but guests would
complain about all that racket. Bill
Jones Plumbing installed one of
those new hot water systems a few
years ago. It quieted that down.

We also used to have a cuckoo

clock that we bought in Germany. It
would sound off on the hour all night
long. Again, our guests went nuts.
Finally, it broke and the pieces are
sitting in a box.

Actually, right now, our home is

remarkably quiet at night. To me,
at least.

One winter, we heard some

consistent noises that really were

“bumps in the night.” It was so often
and so consistent, I knew it was not a
burglar but what the heck was it?

Armed with a spotlight I finally

looked under our deck and there
were two buck deer with nice racks.

make a few noises yourself going
down the basement so your wife

During the night as they moved

woods and the Popo Agie river and
Big Dickinson Creek, that are on or
near our property.

For years, we had pet ducks. And
there have been dozens of nights
where Nancy would wake me up and
say she thinks our ducks are being
attacked. I would get up and turn on
the outside lights. Then I would go
out into the dark in a rescue attempt.
Often I would locate a flock of ter-
rified ducks huddled together on the
island in our pond.

Obviously a fox or coyote or owl
had been in the vicinity. Sometimes
you would find a pile of feathers
that revealed that Mother Nature had
visited the Sniffin Domestic Lunch
Counter that night. Nature is cruel.

When we first moved to our
home just inside the city limits on
the extreme edge of town, a local
cop mentioned to my wife: “Boy, if
I lived down here I would sure keep
a gun handy.” That was 23 years ago
and Nancy has never forgotten that.
Never mind that I own 16 guns (I

installed two different kinds of secu-
rity cameras and if some unfortunate
burglar did try to break in — I can
guarantee you we could handle the
situation.

Some friends suggest we get a
dog. Our last one died some years
ago and I just do not have the heart to
replace her.

Besides we plan to get some loud
attack ducks later this summer after
the geese leave, so they will be our
first line of defense.

If that fails, I know that I am
sleeping next to an ever vigilant
sentry who can literally hear a pin
drop 100 yards away. Who needs
a watch dog when you have one of
those sleeping in your bed?

Bill Sniffin is a retired newspaper
publisher who has penned a number
of books about Wyoming. Check out
additional columns written by Bill at
www.billsniffin.com, and find volumes
from his coffee table book series,
which have sold over 30,000 copies,

around, their antlers would strike the

know, I know), she always wonders

for sale at the News Letter Journal.

Census results concerning, Wy remains smallest state

yoming has always
been a small
population state.

From the first census
following its admission to
the Union, Wyoming has
never ranked higher than
third-lowest popula-

lation growth has only been
2.3 percent. The nationwide
growth rate was 7.4 percent,
which was the lowest in
decades. All our neighboring
states have much higher
growth rates than Wyoming,

ranging from

tion, and except

for one census,

has always been
either the smallest
or second smallest.
The census figures
that were released
this week confirm
that Wyoming is still
the state with the
smallest population,

Khale Lenhart

Guest Column

Nebraska,
with a
growth rate
more than

3 times
higher than
Wyoming’s,
to Utah,

’ which had a
growth rate 8
times higher

to none of our
surprise and much local pride.
However, the census also
shed light on a troubling
trend. Not only is Wyoming
the smallest, but we are also
one of the bottom states
for population growth rate,
ranking 44 out of 50. The
states with lower growth
rates than Wyoming were
Illinois, West Virginia, and
Mississippi, which actu-
ally lost population, and
Connecticut, Michigan, and
Ohio. Over the past ten years,
Wyoming’s cumulative popu-

than ours. In
fact, through the western con-
tinental United States, only
New Mexico had a growth
rate similar to Wyoming,

and New Mexico’s was still
over 20 percent higher than
ours. Other than those two
states, the next lowest rate

in the Rocky Mountain west
was Montana, with a growth
rate over 4 times higher

than Wyoming. To put it all
together, the United States is
growing, and especially the
West, but Wyoming is not.
Even though we love our

small population, that is a real
problem.

Wyoming’s growth rate
is even more concerning
because we have a negative
migration rate. That means
that people are moving out of
Wyoming faster than they are
moving in. All of Wyoming’s
growth has been because our
birth rate is higher than our
death rate. Even with that, we
lose about half of our popula-
tion growth to people moving
out of state. If Wyoming had
no net migration — no one
moved in and no one moved
out — our population growth
rate would rise to about 4.2
percent. That is still low, but
would rank us around 32nd
out of 50, rather than 44th.
So not only is Wyoming not
growing, it is instead fueling
the growth of other states.

This a cause for concern
for several reasons. On one
hand, we need population
growth to fuel economic
growth. We cannot establish
new business and fuel new
opportunities if we lack the
people to do the work. At the
same time, low population
growth is often a symptom
of problems as much as

a cause. As we see more
people leaving Wyoming
than coming in, it indicates
to us that there is something
missing from our
communities that allows
people to stay. I believe a
significant part of the reason
that people are leaving
Wyoming is the lack of
economic opportunity outside
of our core industries. As
it currently stands, changes
in economic factors in our
legacy industries have an
oversized impact on our state
economy — and by extension
population — because when
those jobs change or are
eliminated, there simply is
not anywhere else for those
workers to go without moving
out of state. More diverse
economic opportunities
would help soften the blow
of economic market changes
and, hopefully, allow more
Wyomingites to stay and con-
tribute to our state’s growth.
How do we encourage
the economic growth and
diversification that would
help stem the tide of our
population leaving Wyoming?
At its most basic level, we
should start with ourselves.

Many of us in Wyoming

have an attitude that we do
not want growth. We do not
want change or to see our
communities expand. This is
counterproductive and it is an
attitude we need to set aside.
We do not get to choose
whether change occurs, but
we can decide how we deal
with it. All around the state,
there are communities that are
hurting or declining because
of changes outside their
control. If we can diversify
our economy and seize some
of the new opportunities in
front of us, there may be a
chance to reverse some of that
decline. We must support new
businesses and welcome those
from outside who choose to
make Wyoming their home.
We should also be proactive
on supporting infrastructure
that makes Wyoming business
and family friendly. Even

if we can accomplish all of
this, no one thing is going to
change Wyoming overnight.
However, by doing lots of the
little things to help Wyoming
prepare for the future, we can
help ensure that the Wyoming
of the future is an even better
one than we live in today.
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Ann Cottrell
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1323 WASHINGTON BLVD | 307-746-2739 | NACOC@RTCONNECT.NET

Evickson' Family Dental Center

130 S Seneca ¢ (307)

746-4600

Making Neweastle's smiles
brighter for over 45 years

We are
offering teeth

whitening!

Limited time offer
CALL TODAY!

Follow us on Facebook!

News Letter Journal —
your LOCAL newspaper

v
FARMERS

INSURANCE

For all of your insurance needs

Michael Freeman
128 W. Main St, Ste. |
Cell: (307) 281-6310,

Office: (307) 746-2700

WE ARE
FARMERS"

Bum da-bum
bum bum bum.
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Our Wyoming Game & Fish
system is back online. Stop in

for all your hunting and
licensing needs!

fishing

Liquor Store - Free Wi-Fi - Bulk Propane - ATM
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ELAINE GERTRUDE SORENSEN
CLARK
Jan. 7, 1923—-April 17, 2021

Elaine Gertrude Sorensen Clark was
born on Sunday, Jan. 7, 1923, in Ravinia,
S.D., but her birth certificate says
Wagner, S.D.

She passed away Saturday, April 17,
2021, at Crook County Medical Services
in Sundance, Wyo., at the age of 98. Her
parents were Robert William Sorensen
and Sarah Ann Bellon Sorensen. As a
young child she lived in Arpan, S.D., and
Lead, S.D., where her father worked at the
Homestake Gold Mine. The family lived in
Los Angeles, Calif., for a short time, then
moved to Las Vegas, Nev., for three years
where her father worked on building the
Hoover Dam. They next returned to Arpan
and in 1937 they moved to Sundance,
Wyo., near Moskee where her father
worked cutting timber for Homestake. She
graduated eighth grade from the Ransom
Country School and then went to Sundance
High School. She stayed in town during
the week and with her
parents over the week-
ends. But, by the time
she was a sophomore
there was a school bus
route and she was able
to live with them at the
family’s home.

She met Straitor Clark
at a barn dance near
Sundance. Their court-
ship began and they
wrote letters and went to barn dances for
four years. After Elaine graduated from
high school, she and Straitor eloped in
Deadwood, S.D., and were married on June
14, 1941. They lived on the Banks Place,
where Straitor was working. James “Jim”
David was born Nov. 7, 1942, Joanne
Marie was born Feb. 11, 1944, Judy Ellen
was born June 28, 1950, and Janet Lee
was born July 18, 1955. By this time,
they were renting and running the ranch,
and raised cattle and sheep. They also had
numerous horses. Larry Dean was adopted
when he was 3 years old. He was born
Aug. 17, 1961.

Straitor and Elaine lived a full life on
the ranch, at one point having seven milk
cows. Elaine sold milk, cream, and eggs
in town twice a week. Over the years she
raised many bum lambs.

In 1970, they lost the lease to the ranch
and had a large auction, they sold all the
livestock and equipment and then moved
to Sundance. Elaine worked at Durfee’s
Department Store, the Bearlodge Motel as

Elaine
Clark

a maid, and as a janitor with Straitor for
Tri-County Electric. Over the years, Elaine
also wrote a column for the Sundance
Times newspaper.

After retiring, she enjoyed working in
her lovely flower beds, sewing clothes
for grandkids, and baking delicious food.
She loved animals and held great fondness
for her dogs over her lifetime, especially
Lucky and Abby. She also was an avid
reader and thoroughly loved doing cross-
word puzzles.

In 2003, Straitor moved to the long-term
health care in Sundance where he lived
for five years. Elaine spent time with and
assisted with care for him for multiple
hours of each day. He passed Nov. 10,
2008. She remained in their home until
2013, when she moved to Green Mountain
Estates Apartments. In the summer of 2020,
she entered the Crook County Medical
Services Long Term Care Facility and was
there until her passing.

Elaine was a member of the Episcopal
Church of the Good Shepherd, the
Daughters of the King, a 65-year member,
Past Worthy Matron of Electa Chapter No.
5, and Past Grand Warder of Grand Chapter
of Wyoming, Order of the Eastern Star,
a member of Sahida Temple Daughters
of the Nile, Past Guardian of Bethel No.
26 at Upton and No. 43 at Sundance,
International Order of Job’s Daughters,
a 4-H leader for multiple years for the
Kara Kats and the Kara Mountain Kids
4H Clubs, was a FFA Chapter Mom, and
was named the Sundance Masonic Lodge
Mother of the Year in 2015.

She is survived by three children, Joanne
Nicholas (Darrell), Spearfish, S.D., Janet
Hutchinson (Mike), Newcastle, Wyo., and
Larry, Shreveport, La.; as well as 17 grand-
children, 31 great-grandchildren, eight
great-great-grandchildren, and numerous
other relatives.

She was preceded in death by her
husband, Straitor; her parents, Robert
and Sarah (Bellon) Sorensen; siblings,
Robert (Bud) Sorensen; sister, Doris
(Fuller); her son, James (Jim) Clark; her
daughter, Judy Grof; and three grandchil-
dren, Clark Nicholas, Elizabeth Grof and
Straitor Clark.

Funeral services were held on Saturday,
April 24 at 2 p.m. at the Episcopal Church
of the Good Shepherd in Sundance with
the Rev. JoAnne Moore and Deacon Ann
Marie Delgado presiding. Memorials may
be given to the Episcopal Church of the
Good Shepherd, The Inyan Kara Shrine
Club Helping Hand Fund, or Crook County
Senior Citizens Center.

LOUISE M. ROBERTS
Oct. 25, 1944—April 29, 2021

Louise M. Roberts passed away in the
morning of April 29, 2021, at Weston
County Hospital at age 76.

She was born on Oct. 25, 1944, In
Gillette, Wyo., to William and Mamie
Noldner. William and Mamie moved
to Newcastle, Wyo., in 1949 where he
worked for the railroad, the LAK ranch
and the sawmill.

Louise met and married Loren Roberts
on July 3, 1962. This union brought
three children. She found great pride in
being a waitress for the
better part of 42 years in
Newecastle where they
raised their family.

Her family said,
“Mom was passionate
about many things:

quilt making with some
original patterns with
Lloyd’s help; passing
down her love of cro-
cheting to Shelly and
love of gardening to Stacey; and col-
lecting salt and pepper shakers, cookie
jars and birdhouses and anything that she
needed for ‘her business.” Thank good-
ness for all the years of yard sales.

In the morning you could find her
drinking her coffee and watching the
birds, squirrels, turkeys and deer out
her picture window. Or in the afternoon
tending to the rose bushes and many
flower beds all decorated with birdhouses
and yard art.

Louise enjoyed spending time with
friends and family going to Deadwood,
Riverton, Branson and even Vegas. Her
heart was pure gold and will be missed by
everyone. She was our everything and we
love you to the moon and back.”

She is survived by Loren Roberts; chil-
dren, Shelly, Lloyd Roberts and Stacey
(Clint) Sieber; grandsons, Justin (Nicole)
Roberts and Wade Sieber; brothers, Orville
(Della) and Larry (Danette) Noldner; and
several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by parents
William and Mamie Noldner; two sisters,
Caroline (Carrie) Morris and Florence
(Punky) Dempsey; and two brothers,
Clarence and Jerry Noldner.

A celebration of life will be held at
11 a.m. Saturday, May 8, at the Weston
County Senior Citizens Center.

Friends and family may sign her online
guestbook and leave written condolences
for the family at blackhillsfuneralhome.
com.

Louise
Roberts

Send your engagement, wedding and new baby announcements
to the NLJ! Email to design@newslj.com

The Short Stop

2206 W. Main

“

Newcastle, WY 82701

Open 4am-9pm Monday-Friday
6am-9pm Saturday & Sunday

Newcastle Lodge No. 13, A.F. & A.M.
Meetings are held the First and Third Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

Visiting Brethren are cordially invited to attend meetings
Tim Qualheim, Worshipful Master « Mike Hutchinson, Secretary

fal
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Daily Devotional Reading

May 7
Ezekiel 1:1-2:1

May 11
Joel 2:1-17

May 8
Ezekiel 2:2-10

May 12
Joel 2:18-32

May 9
Ezekiel 37:1-28

May 13
Acts 1:1-26

May 10
Joel 1:1-20

Scriptures Selected by the
American Bible Society

+ ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH: Rev. Norm Brotzman, 216 S. Seneca, 746-2249.
Call to Worship 9:30 am; Children's Church during Call to Worship; Faith Rally
Sunday 6 pm

« BAHA'l FAITH: Firesides (Open to Al 1st & 3rd Fridays 7:30 pm at 15 Skyview
Dr; 746-3626

+ CAMBRIA COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH: 19 Stampede St. 746-2321. Sunday
School 9:15 am; Worship 10:30 am; Youth (6-12 grades) and Adult Bible Study
Sunday Evening 6-7 pm; Wednesday Night Youth and Adult Bible Study 6 pm;
Life Recovery Bible Study Sunday Night 7 pm

+ CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH: Rev. Wendy Owens, S. Summit & Winthrop
Streets. 746-9684. haydishall@hotmail.com. Service times: Sunday 10 am

» CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH: Pastor Rob Carr, 224 West Road,
West of Dow Park, 746-2415. Sunday Worship 9 am

+ CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS: Bishop Ty Checketts,
120 Ash, 746-4131. Sunday Sacrament Mtg 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:20 am;
Relief Society & Priesthood Mtg 11:15 am

+ CHURCH ON THE HILL: Pastor Wayne Wilson, 301 Delaware, 746-9663. Adult
Sunday School 9:30 am; Prayer 10:15 am; Worship 10:45 am; Prayer Service
Tuesday 6 PM; Celebrate Recovery (18+) & Undefeated Youth (Infant- 12th
Grade) Wednesday 6:00 pm

+ CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father Brian Hess, 19 W. Winthrop,
746-4219. Saturday Mass 5 pm; Sunday Mass 8 am; Weekday Mass 7 am

+ COUNTRY CHURCH: Four Corners, Pastor Bill Haley and Micah Popma,
746-9712, Worship 10 am

+ FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Pastor Gary Anderson, 903 S. Summit, 746-2188.
Sunday School g:15 am; Worship Service 10:30 am; Evening Service 6 pm:;

+ FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Pastor Brenda Torrie, 23 N. Seneca,
746-4119. Adult Bible Study 8:45 am; Traditional Church Services 10:00 am; 10:15
am Children's Church; Youth Group Sunday evenings 5:30-7 pm

+ KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES: 5018 US Hwy 16, 746-2319 or
746-4517. Tuesday 7:00 pm. Congregation Bible Study, Theocratic Ministry
School and Service Meeting. Sunday Public Talk 10 am; Watchtower 11 am

+ NEWCASTLE FOURSQUARE CHURCH: Pastor Mick Bohn, 1525 S. Summit,
746-3618. Sun. Worship 10 am; Wed. Night Prayer

+ OSAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH: 348 Sheridan St. in Osage, 465-2341. Sunday
School 10 am; Worship 11 am and 6 pm

+ OUR SAVIOR CHURCH: Pastors Doug and Frezil Westerlund. For Bible Study,

call (605) 515-3058

Mass 5 pm

746-4366

AWANA Clubs Wednesday 6:30 pm

+ GATEWAY FELLOWSHIP: Pastor Jon Andersen, 12 Old Hwy. 85, Evangelical
Free Church, Bible Study 9:15 am, Worship 10:30 am. Call 949-0869

+ SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST: Pastor Lester Bently 612-240-7536, 78 Old Hwy
85. Saturday Sabbath School 9:30 am; Worship 11 am

+ ST. ANTHONY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father Brian Hess, Upton. Sunday

+ UPTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Rev. Michael Paschall, 834 Pine,
Upton, 468-9302. Worship 9 am; Fellowship 10 am

+ VICTORY NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH: Rev. Theodore L. Halls, 414 Pine,

And teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of

Sharon’s Home

~ Matthew 28:20

JackMaster - : Health Care A
Construction Jake Shook . mPB| | Dervrde rrq
. . . | = Y s E—
Crais Wiggins Logging’ Inc' Pl.'fSt_ State,Bank — . Theasuned : 1'3;—8[|4Zr7e'2:834 S e rV1 C e
746-3521 . 24 North Sumner Farm Bureau Insurance  _ ] 4 "We Deliver"
__ Forallyour 628 Birch Street 746-4411 or 1-888-788-2892 360 W. Main Hospioe & 468-2340. U
construction needs Newcastle, WY v fsbnewcastle corm 746-4471 Palliative Care A - , Upton Newcastle, WY
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Courtesy of Weston County Historical Society/Ann Simmons Collection
This is the Gumbo Flats School in Thornton, Wyo., in May of 1922.

A PIECE OF HISTORY

25 Years Ago
May 9, 1996

Saturday is Newecastle’s and
Weston County’s back to nature
day. The day begins at 10 a.m.
with a delayed Arbor Day cel-
ebration at Girl Scout Park on
West Main Street next to the
Cap 'n Bottle.

Martin Tysdal, lifelong resi-
dent of Weston County, has
announced that he intends
to run for another term as
County Commissioner on the
Republican ticket.

Newcastle will be the
sight of the Wyoming State
Swim Meet for the 1997-98
season according to Dave
Versteeg. The Newcastle High
School activities director
was surprised.

Carla Dowdy, a senior at
Newcastle High School, has
accepted a Silver Presidential
Scholarship to attend Chadron
State College.

4-H Fun Day is scheduled for
May 11, 10 am.-1:30 p.m., in
the USDA Conference Room.
Leather craft and bird houses
will be the two craft sessions.

Newcastle High School’s
Mandi Caillier won one of
the 15 congressional awards
chosen at the Wyoming High
School Art Symposium in
Casper recently.

The Newcastle Fall Guys
accepted the Upton chal-

lenge on April 20, with all 31
members placing in the top six.

On May 10 and 11, Newcastle
will host over 200 contested
for the ninth and tenth rodeos
of the Wyoming High School
Rodeo Association spring
season. There is no admission
fee for any of the rodeo events.

The  Newcastle U-14
Lightning soccer team traveled
to Sturgis to play in the cold
spring weather April 28. They
were met head on by a tough
Sturgis team. Newcastle was
scored on five times in the
first half by their very skilled
opponents, answering with
only two goals. Sturgis held
the Lightning scoreless for the
second half while putting in
two more goals for a final
score of 7-2.

50 Years Ago

May 6, 1971
The Junior-Senior play
“Arsenic and OIld Lace”,

will be presented Thursday
night (tonight) and on
Monday evening.

Mary Jo Zanoni and Brad
Hokanson were Queen and
King of the 1971 Junior-Senior
prom last Saturday night.

Police Chief Bob Pease
has announced the hiring
of Freeman Mark Jr., as a
policeman, which brings the
department to full strength.

The Newcastle Junior High
School seventh grade team
scored 23 1/6 points to place
fourth and the eighth grade
team scored 18 1/2 points to
place fifth at the Newecastle
invitational  track  meet
last Saturday.

Newcastle Chapter No. 30,
Order of Eastern Star held its
regular meeting Tuesday, April
27, at 8 p.m. with approxi-
mately 70 members and visitors
present for Friendship Night.

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin E.
Humes announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Susan,
to David Ralph Bowman, son of
Mr. and Mrs. G. Earl Bowman
of Midwest.

Miss Marilyn Nystrom was
honored at a bridal shower at
9:30 Saturday morning, May
1, at the home of Mrs. William
Fassbender.

The regular meeting of the
Weston County Cowbelles was
held at the Sioux Cafe on April
20. Twenty-two members and
two guests, Mrs. Carolyn Ross
and Mrs. Robert Stubbs, were
present for the noon luncheon
and meeting.

Presentation of awards to
FFA members, naming FFA
Sweetheart, honorary members
and reports of accomplishments
during the past year, were high-
lights of the annual Parent-Son
banquet held recently at the

May 7-9

Fri May 7 5:30PM
6PM

Sat May 8 1PM
7PM

Mon May 10 6:30PM

Tues May 11 10:30AM
3PM
6PM

Wed May 12 6:30-8:30AM

Thurs May 13 5-9PM

WHAT'S UP

May 2021

Weston County Meetings & Events Calendar

Carquest Auto Parts Grand Opening

BINGO
Chelsie (Gorzalka) Todd Benefit Dinner

WCHS Program with Author John Waggener
Ireland Family Fundraiser

WC Fair Board
Alzheimers/Dementia Support
WC Natural Resource District Mtg
WC Humane Society

Wellness Wednesday

Martial Arts Class

Fairgrounds, WC Event Center

17 S. Railroad Ave.

VFW Hall
Upton Community Center

CTK Lutheran Church
Cowboy Bar, Upton

Zoom
Location TBD
Shelter
WCHS

Fairgrounds Event Center

Newcastle School
Auditorium.

The Newcastle High School
girls’ track squad won the
Upton meet last weekend with
a total of 67 1/2 points.

Mrs.  Gertrude Kokesh,
Mrs. Clara Martens and Mrs.

Bill Dick Riehemann -called

High

on Mrs. Irene Phillips on
Sunday evening.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald

Hampton and family from
Upton and Mr. and Mrs. Lyle
Riley from Moorcroft enjoyed
touring the Spearfish and Black
Hills areas on Sunday.

100 Years Ago
May 5, 1921

The $135,000 school bond
issue which was asked for the
purpose of erecting and equip-
ping a new and modern high
school building was defeated
by a ballot of almost three to
one at the school house here
Monday during the annual
election of officers of School
District No. 1.

The presentation of the
Cambria local talent play,
“Deacon Dubbs,” a three-act
comedy-drama at the City Hall
Monday night was thoroughly
enjoyed by Newcastle citizens,
and as a result the Health Center
fund was greatly increased.

Tuesday, May 10th, marks
the date on which the citizens
of Newcastle will be called
upon to ballot for a mayor and
two councilmen to guide the
destinies of Newcastle during
the next twelve-month period.

What is known as the Trimble
well on section 5-46-64, six
miles west of Newcastle, started
operating Tuesday after a shut-
down of several weeks, during
which time changes were made
in the operating force.

JLE. Long and Chas.
Jacobberger motored to the
oil city Tuesday. Mr. and Mrs.
Howard De Vol were down
from Cambria Monday evening.

BAKE and TAKE Dance at
the Boyd Hall, Saturday, May
14th. Boys, get together and
have a good time. Good music.
Everybody invited.

D.L. Prill, representing the
Western Newspaper Union
of Billings, Mont., was doing
business with local trade the
first of the week.

Blue rock enthusiasts were
out Sunday cracking at the clay
birds and some excellent scores
are reported.

W.R. Conley and wife of
Missouri arrived in Newcastle
last week with equipment for
starting life on their homestead
west of Newcastle.

Peter Peterson of the west
country was doing business
with local merchants and
shaking hands with old friends
in Newcastle the latter part of
last week.

Baseball has again “copped”
the minds of the diamond backers
and it is said that Newcastle will
put forth an effort to have a good
team again this year.

%

”May is Wireless .
4 Independent ©
Dealers Month <.

Tired of paying too much for cellular?

CHECK OUT SELECTEL!

Local sales AND service.

Advanced ‘ @ ,
. , I 1 Wirel
Communications Selectel Wireless

1807 W. Main St. « Newcastle, WY « (307) 746-9614 | M—F 9AM—5:30PM

The Michael Freeman Agency is
now an independent licensee

of the Blue Cross and

Blue Shield Association. wYoMING
SPECIAL ENROLLMENT PERIOD RUNS FEB 15-MAY 15

Forall of your insurance needs
Michael Freeman ¢ 128 W. Main St, Ste. I
Cell: (307) 281-6310  Office: (307) 746-2700

Construction Bids Open

Fall River County Pioneer Museum, Hot Springs, S.D., is
seeking bids for demolition/disposal of lower level remodel.
Full specifications available at
fallriverpioneermuseum.wordpress.com/

Closing date 6/1/2021.

For appointment e-mail sides _c@hotmail.com
or call 605.454.1225

when

living beside you works for you.

“Just say when... whenever you re ready.”

s

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Clyde Bayne, Agent

307-746-4471
360 West Main - Box 896 - Newcastle, WY 82701

Stop in or call
746-2777

FINAL EXPENSES
Check this off your to-do list!

Guaranteed, modified whole

life coverage from Physicians

Life Insurance Company that's
affordable and easy to get. This extra measure
of protection can make a world of difference to
your family — up to $15,000.00

» Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85"
* No medical exam! No health questions!
* Lockin your rate for life

Call for a FREE,
no-obligation “
Information Kit. 7

You'll receive a FREE
Final Wishes Planner
just for calling!

1-866-481-4714

> www.life55plus.info/nwsltr

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.
Benefits reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L7T700K; TN: L7T70TN).

6238
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Community comes together to rebuild after fire

\

o

History
on

Main
f%@

From the Leonard Cash
Collection

Hannah Gross
NLJ Correspondent
With Leonard Cash,
historian

In last week’s installment of
“History on Main,” Leonard
Cash dug out his records
on the 1998 fire that blazed
through block 10 of down-
town Newecastle, destroying
many buildings and busi-
nesses. Despite the destruc-
tiveness of the fire, however,
the calamity built up unity
among the people.

According to an article from
the Dec. 24, 1998, News Letter
Journal, Newcastle citizens did
what they could to save items
from “nearby buildings in the
event that the fire should spread
further.” John Buffington saved
the animals from the pet store,
except the fish and some rep-
tiles, and Bill Spence saved a
moving van, as well as many
of the other items on the lower
floor of A1-Agency.

Although it was a trying time,
it revealed the true heart of the
community. The townspeople
gathered at the Weston County
Senior Center to offer sympathy
to the fire’s victims and remi-
nisce the tragedy. Firefighters
were able to take shelter from
the cold temperatures and were
fed by donations from local
businesses. Glenda Mefford,
activities director at the senior
center, also “joined others in
marveling at the outpouring of
support victims received from
throughout the community,”
including her son who had
lost everything because he was

staying in an apartment with a
friend above the sweet shop.

Deputy State Fire Marshal
Rich Hallcroft said that “the
Volunteer Fire Department
put their hearts and souls into
this” and claimed there was
no better group of people.
Hallcroft guessed the fire was
most likely started by heat from
exhaust vents for two water
heaters on the second floor (the
wood stoves were eliminated as
causes in the accidental fire).
Thirty men from Newcastle,
along with others from Osage
and Upton, arrived to lend a
hand. As one of the largest
of the many fires to victimize
Newcastle over the years, the
town was fortunate to not suffer
any human fatalities, although
there were some minor injuries.

One of the news articles
claimed that “word of fire
spread faster than the flames
as the Newcastle community
rallied in support of those who
lost their homes and busi-
nesses.” The radio station was
set up at the senior center, and
the kitchen staff “kept slinging
chili, sandwiches and hot drinks
all day and night.” Mefford said
that local businesses and people
donated enough food to feed
an army.

Another example of helping
others came from Sharon
Connell, owner of Black Hills
Mortgage, who thanked Lone
Wolf Construction Co. for
saving her business by pulling
together trucks and workers to
rescue what they could. The
American Red Cross, Salvation
Army and Newcastle Ministerial
Association also got involved
to help in the recovery efforts.
Business leaders and commu-
nity members came together
to create a cleanup plan, and
Newcastle Area Chamber of
Commerce President Annette
Hawk expressed the board
of directors’ support for the
community.

Another article from the same
issue reported that Newcastle
Farm Bureau Insurance agent
Clyde Bayne announced that
the buildings affected by the
fire were to be “up to the indi-
vidual owners and community

Photo courtesy of Leonard Cash

The Main St. fire left a hole that built up unity within the community.

itself. The value of the build-
ings themselves depends upon
their age, condition, original
quality, upkeep, and will vary.”
The older buildings could
only be insured for cash value
because stonework and the like
couldn’t be replicated. Other
insurance agents involved were
Bill Spence of Al-Agency,
Ralph Lyons of First State Bank
and Ron Moody of State Farm.
Relief funds were set up at the
bank and senior center.

Not only did the fire take
away the buildings and busi-
nesses, but it took away some-
thing of irreplaceable value,
reported in an article titled
“Fire consumed history.”

“While many of the victims
lament the loss of photographs,
artwork, awards and other
memorabilia that represents
their own personal history, the
town of Newecastle lost four
buildings that have been a

part of Newcastle’s landscape
almost as long as Newcastle
itself,” the article says. “Gone,
now, are the buildings where
boots and spurs were sold to
historic figures like Johny
Owens, Billy Miller and Frank
Mondell. Teddy Roosevelt
spoke from the shadows of
those buildings early in the
century, and Judy Garland
clicked her heels together, and
reminded everybody that there
was no place like home, on the
buildings’ walls.”

A news report was printed
in the paper, which provided
a chronology of the fires on
Main Street. In 1893, Mary
Miller supposedly started a
fire by knocking over an oil
lamp, which ended up costing
her life. Around 1900, stables
behind downtown buildings
were burned to the ground. The
following year, everything west
of Antler’s Hotel, including

the post office, restaurant and
bakery suffered from $10,000
worth of damage. A gasoline
stove exploded in a tailor shop
around Easter of 1912, leaving
many people without their new
Easter duds. Another 1912
fire, known as the “Thoeming
fire” since it started in the
lumber yard of the Thoeming
Mercantile (where First State
Bank is presently located),
was arguably the largest fire in
downtown Newcastle, wiping
out the “finest business block.”
Mayor P.J. Kinney bought the
Kilpatrick building only to
lose it to yet another fire in
1920 with $125,000 of damage.
Many other fires that preceded
the 1998 fire were discussed
in the article, but they demon-
strated the hardships this town
has faced through the years.

“This town had its share of
fires,” Cash said.

City engineer Bob Hartley

Senior Happenings
WC Senior Services
FRIDAY May 7

Exercise Room 8AM
Walking 8AM-NOON
Rolls 9AM
Beltone 9AM
Bridge 1PM
MONDAY May 10

Exercise Room 8AM-NOON
Walking 8AM-NOON
Exercise Class 9AM
TUESDAY May 11

Exercise Room 8AM
Walking 8AM-NOON
Dominoes 1PM
Bridge 1PM
WEDNESDAY May 12
Exercise Room 8AM
Walking 8AM-NOON
Exercise Class 9AM
THURSDAY May 13

TOPS #218 7AM
Exercise Room 8AM
Walking 8AM-NOON

decided to use this time to
encourage the community
to “take advantage of public
resources” that prevent fires,
including keeping buildings up
to fire code, according to a
news report titled “City engi-
neer turning up the heat on
fire safety.” The article said
the leading causes of winter
fires include dirty chimneys,
portable space heaters, flaws
in construction and improper
fuels in heaters.

By Dec. 31, 1998, the News
Letter Journal announced the
good news that even though
some had a longer recovery
road than others, businesses
were up and running again with
high spirits.

And that wraps up the history
on the 1998 fire, as well as the
series on block 10. Next week,
Cash will continue to move
down behind the street, starting
with 17 S. Seneca.

Fixing the
banner

On April 22, Newcastle city work-
ers welded new side bars onto the
light pole outside of the News Letter
Journal office on Main Street. The
bars were too far apart,” said city
worker Jessie Redo, pictured. “So
we need to bring them closer togeth-
er to fit the city banners.” Using an
argon arc welder Redo and Cameron
Williams put new upper bars in place
at the proper spacing.

Photos by Alexis Barker/NLJ
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Fraud reports surface related to WDH breach

The Wyoming Department of
Health is warning residents about
fraudulent calls from people
falsely claiming to represent
the department in connection
to a recently announced WDH
health information breach.

WDH recently described a
mistaken exposure of labora-
tory test result data involving
more than 164,000 Wyoming
residents and others including
hundreds from Colorado. The
incident involved COVID-19
and influenza test result data
and breath alcohol test result
files mistakenly uploaded by
an employee to private and

Overman from Page 1

public online storage loca-
tions on servers belonging
to GitHub.com.

Jeri Hendricks, Office of
Privacy, Security and Contracts
administrator with WDH,
said the department is hearing
reports of Wyoming residents
receiving fraudulent calls from
people claiming to represent
the department in connection
with the breach.

“The callers falsely claim
to represent us, say they
are calling about the breach
and then ask the individuals
they’ve reached for insurance,
Medicare, Medicaid or other

financial information. In some
instances, it seems they have
been able to make it appear as if
the calls are coming from state
government phone numbers,”
Hendricks said.

“No one representing the
department will ask you for
insurance, Medicare, Medicaid
or personal financial informa-
tion. No one representing the
department will call you about
the breach unless they are
returning a call you made to us
first,” Hendricks said.

Hendricks emphasized the
affected files did not contain
social security numbers, or

banking, financial, health insur-
ance, Medicare or Medicaid
information but did include
name or patient identification,
address, date of birth, test results
and dates of service.

A special WDH information
line dedicated to the breach has
been established at 1(833) 847-
5916. The phone line is avail-
able Monday through Friday, 9
am. to 7 p.m.

WDH has advised Wyoming
residents who received
COVID-19 or influenza tests
anywhere in the United States
between January 2020 and
March 9, 2021, but who do not

receive a written notice within
the next two weeks to call the
information line to learn if their
information was involved. In
addition, anyone who received a
breath alcohol test performed by
law enforcement in Wyoming
between April 19, 2012, and
January 27, 2021, who doesn’t
receive a letter should also call.

A year of free IdentityForce
protection has been offered by
WDH to people affected by the
breach. IdentityForce provides
advanced credit and dark web
monitoring, along with identity
theft insurance and medical
identity theft coverage. Affected

individuals can call the WDH
information line at 1(833)
847-5916 for an IdentityForce
verification code to allow online
enrollment for the service.

Scams related to the health
information breach should
be reported to the Consumer
Protection Unit in the Wyoming
Attorney  General’s  office
by calling 307-777-6397, by
emailing ag.consumer@wyo.
gov or by submitting formal
complaints online.

An official WDH notice
about the breach can be found
online at https://health.wyo.
gov/admin/privacy/.

Takmg home a plate

be performed separately within a
week of each other for it to be
safe. Overman had his first surgery
scheduled before Thanksgiving
and was already on his way to
Denver when he was notified that
the surgery was canceled.

“That had been heartbreaking
because I had already worked
myself up to it,” Overman said.

The cancellations and resched-
uling continued with the rise and
fall of COVID-19 cases, but by
Jan. 29, Overman finally completed
his last surgery. Doctors implanted
a battery-operated neurotransmitter
that sends electrical stimulation to
the directional lead, which delivers
the pulses to the area of the brain
responsible for movement.

What is unique about this surgery
is that the doctors woke Overman up
in the middle of drilling and asked
him to move certain muscles to test
if they had accessed the correct
location on the brain. Overman
said it was not much different than
having a dentist drilling on a tooth
— he was aware of what they were
doing, but he didn’t notice or feel
much. The painful part was the
brace holding his head steady.

Because Overman didn’t know
anyone who had gone through the
same process that he could ques-
tion, he did a lot of research on
the internet before his surgery. He
also had a doctor who was both
“personable and professional.”

“The doctor in Denver was super,

super good,” Overman said.

At first, the stimulations made
it hard for Overman to complete
basic functions such as walking
or moving his hand, which was
difficult for him to deal with, he
said. But it’s all part of the process,
and soon he was better off than he
was before, returning to a state of
normalcy.

“After the surgery, | felt great —
better than I had in a long time,”
Overman said. “You forget how far
you were from that (normalcy).”

One of the main reasons Overman
wanted to give the technology a try
is because he didn’t like the effects
of his medication, and the more
stimulation he does, the less medi-
cation he needs. He has been on the
same medication for five years, but
he is getting close to his goal of no
longer needing it. Another bonus
is that the treatment is iPhone
compatible because “Abbott neu-
romodulation patients (can) use a
proprietary iOSt software mobile
application known as the St. Jude
Medical™  Patient Controller
Application (Patient Controller
Application) to control prescribed
programs on their implanted neuro-
stimulation device,” according to
the company’s website.

This process was recently
approved by the FCC, and Overman
tried it out for the first time a few
weeks ago on April 15, saving him
an all-day trip to Denver for a
mere 15-minute appointment. He

is thankful for his wife, Susan, who
would do the driving, he said, but
oftentimes, he was released from
the hospital the same day he had
the surgery, so the constant driving
back and forth became wearisome
for Susan on top of the struggle of
watching her husband suffer from
Parkinson’s.

“It’s just been hard to see him go
through all this stuff to get back to
kind-of-normal,” Susan said.

Both Overman and his wife
are grateful for the support of the
community. Overman said he is
encouraged to know that things are
getting better and looks forward
to returning to a normal, active
lifestyle.

“You don’t know how much
support you’ve got until you go
through something like this,”
Overman said. “The support we
received was just unreal.”

If the experience has taught him
anything, Overman said, it is that
people should do what they can
while they can still do it.

“Don’t take things for granted
because it can be gone in a day or
two,” he said.

He wants people to know that if
they are going through something
similar or have questions to feel
free to call him to talk. He knows
how important talking to someone
in person can be, and he wants to
help ease the minds of others and
be reassured about what they are
going through.

The News Letter Journal has the ability to order full- sized newsprint
transferred to sheets of aluminum — known as a plate in the newspaper
business — for a more permanent display of specific pages. Newspaper
pages are created virtually on a computer in a design program, then sent
to a typesetter, which once upon a time would have been a person. Today
these pages are sent to a machine that takes the virtual page and burns
the image onto an emulsion on a sheet of aluminum the size of the printed
newspaper page. The plate is then wrapped around a roller on the print-
ing press where it turns and picks up ink, transferring it to newsprint. At
least that’s the short version of how it works. Above, after taking pictures
and writing an article on Gene Diedtrich being inducted into the inaugural
Firefighter’s Hall of Fame, Walter Sprague was pleased with the results
and the response by readers. He wanted to present the permanent copy
of that article and pictures to Diedtrich and had a plate made of the story.
Here Sprague is presenting the tin sheet to Diedtrich. Anyone interested
in having an article or column, and even photo spreads, made permanent
can request a copy. The cost for this process is about $50 for a full sheet,
and the process can be completed in just a couple of weeks. Come in and
talk to the NLJ staff for details.

Photo by Kim Dean/NLJ

WhHo’'s WHo or OutstanDING BusiNEssEs
T&TGUNS AND AMMO INC.

“Over 68 Years Of Excellence?”
In Rozet At 13646 State Hwy 51
Phone 682-5283

LONGHORN SALOON + GRILL
In Sundance At 214 East Main

www.longhornsaloongrill.com
Phone 283-3644

The crew at T & T GUNS AND AMMO INC want to personally thank
Northeastern Wyoming customers and they invite you to stop in soon.

T&T GUNS AND AMMO INC is located at 13646 State Highway 51 in Rozet
(10 miles East of Gillette at Timber Creek Road), phone 682-5283, and
they offer the best selection of new and used guns; optics; reloading
equipment; hunting supplies; and much more. They also have an on-site
gunsmith, as well as a public shooting range. You'll also find a great
selection in Liberty Gun Safes. For information like them on Facebook.

——The Ice Creanmv Cafe —
“Get The Scoop on Local, Homemade lce Cream”
“Family Owned & Operated”

THE ICE CREAM CAFE is the place at 202 S Gillette Ave, in Gillette,
phone 686-8110, if you want to have a great ice cream.

They specialize in delicious homemade ice cream. From traditional favorites
and their unique creations, there is something for everyone. Sundaes; malts;
shakes to Italian soda; and more are offered at THE ICE CREAM CAFE.

You'll also want to try their specialty coffee drinks including lattes; mochas;

cappuccinos; and more.

Ice cream cakes are also offered for birthdays and

all occasions. Like them on Facebook or visit theicecreamcafe307.com
They thanks their great customers throughout Northeastern Wyoming.

POWDER RIVER HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING INC.
“Your Local CARRIER Dealer”

We don'’t believe there is another local pro around that does things quite as expertly as POWDER RIVER
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING INC. They are experts when it comes to sales, installations, service, and repairs
of CARRIER and all major brands of furnaces, heating equipment, air conditioners, and ventilation systems for residential;
commercial; industrial; new construction; additions; remodels; and more. Also call for plumbing installations and service.

POWDER RIVER HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING INC have 3 locations:

COFFEE CUP FUEL STOP
PIZZA HUT
CARIBOU COffEE
#eids BROOKLYN DELI

In Moorcroft At 506 East Converse Street
Phone 756-3493
COFFEE CUP FUEL STOP is your headquarters for quality gasoline,
at affordable prices. They also have a fully stocked convenience store.
At PIZZA HUT they have delicious pizza; wings, pasta dishes,
and 3 flavors of breadsticks. For to-go orders phone 756-3493.
At CARIBOU COFFEE they have all your favorite coffee and

expresso drinks; smoothies; and teas.

At HEIDI'S BROOKLYN DELI their sandwich bread is made from
scratch daily; antibiotic and nitrate free meats; and organic cheeses.

And remember “Easy In & Easy Out, For The Big Rigs”.
These 4 businesses are located at 506 East Converse Street
in Moorcroft. For questions phone 756-3493.

in Gillette at 3707 Tanner Drive,

phone 682-3009; in Buffalo at 96 North Lobbing Avenue, phone 684-7512; and in Sheridan at 900 Gillette Street,
phone 674-4822. 24-HOUR emergency service is always available. For info visit www.powderriverheating.com

WESTERN PROPERTIES, INC.
“Locally Owned & Operated?”

www.westernpropertiesonline.com

Discover some of the most picturesque homes and property available in Northeastern Wyoming.
Whether you're looking for residential; commercial; farm or ranch property; vacation property;
and more, WESTERN PROPERTIES, INC will steer you in the right direction.

They are located at 304 East Cleveland Street in Sundance, phone 283-1901. The people at

WESTERN PROPERTIES, INC are experienced real estate professionals and you are their number one
concern, whether you're buying or selling. For info contact Patrick Donahue, phone 605-390-0104;
Shannon _LaPlaunt, phone 307-299-0099;
www.westernpropertiesonline.com Everyone here thanks Campbell, Crook and Weston County clients.

Jeb Hughes,

Contractor’s Supply,
“€S 01 Has Been Serving The Area ’Since 1975
In Gillette At 5005 Rourke Ave.

phone 605-645-9090 or visit

Stories by Clearinghouse Publications

Spring is here and summer is approaching. Whatever your plans are,
you should make time to stop in at LONGHORN SALOON & GRILL.

OPEN daily at 11AM LONGHORN SALOON & GRILL offers 17 beers on
tap, your favorite drinks and delicious lunch and dinner dishes. They are
located at 214 East Main in Sundance, phone 283-3644. For their menu,
information and more visit them at www.longhornsaloongrill.com

Don't fail to stop here for a marvelously good time. Owners, Charity &
Josh thank you for stopping in and they look forward to seeing you soon.

=—— SEAMLESS S$YSTEMS LLC ——
“Seamless Gutters & Garage Doors”
www.seamlesssystemllc.com
Phone 680-6103
Let's face it. Once you do business with SEAMLESS SYSTEMS LLC, you will
see why so many people in Northeastern Wyoming depend on them. They are
known for offering sales and installations of custom seamless gutters,
downspouts, snow guards and more. You can also call on them for professional
gutter cleaning. They also offer garage door sales and service.
SEAMLESS SYSTEMS LLC is located to serve the entire area in Moorcroft.
For questions phone 680-6103. Cody and the crew here appreciate your
business over the past 5 years. For info visit www.seamlesssystemlic.com

SUNDANCE HARDWARE & SPORTING GOODS
“Locally Owned & Operated?”
In Sundance At 204 Main Street

From the moment you step into SUNDANCE HARDWARE & SPORTING GOODS, you KNOW that you're dealing with
a local family business that really knows how to treat a customer right!

Located at 204 Main Street in Sundance, phone 283-2438 SUNDANCE HARDWARE & SPORTING GOOQDS offers
the area’s best assortments of values in quality hardware, along with helpful advice for all you building projects.
With spring here, here you'll also want to stop in for your lawn and garden needs; camping, fishing and hunting supplies;
guns and ammunition; and much more. Brent and Carolyn, and everyone here really appreciates your business.

SHARON’S #Home HEALTH

“Excellence In Quality Care”
The services offered by SHARON'S HOME HEALTH, may have grown over the years, but their

commitment to excellence in quality care is stronger than ever.

Located at 116 North Little Horn Avenue in Moorcroft, SHARON'S HOME HEALTH offers

skilled nursing services; physical,

occupational and speech therapies; wound care; pain

management; IV medications at home; and more. They also offer end of Life Care services.

Inc.

www.gillettecsi.com

CONTRACTOR'S SUPPLY INC has always been known as a local business that will go the distance to see
that their customers’ needs are met. They are located at 5005 Rourke Avenue in Gillette, phone 682-5153.

These people work hard and work smart to provide the best in a complete selection of concrete tools;
Rain Bird sprinklers; pipes; Kohler plumbing fixtures; Delta faucets; hand tools; Milwaukee power tools;
fasteners; surveying supplies; sump pumps; and much more. For information visit www.gillettecsi.com or
like CONTRACTOR’S SUPPLY INC on Facebook.

Please KEEP & USE
This Business Guide.
Thank You!

ts, & -

N Blg Ho
giftsthrifts.com

Quality care will continue to be the leading focus of SHARON'S HOME HEALTH.
They are happy to serve Crook and Weston Counties with information and support for both the
patient and their family. For more information on services, including upcoming hospice services,
phone 756-3344. Marie Phillips, and everyone at SHARON’S HOME HEALTH thank you.

gz ts Thri

In Moorcroft At 2

Z".S' ;

Avenue

For Mother’s Day, on those special occasions throughout the year, or for no reason at all...why not surprise that
important person in your life with a gift from GIFTS, THRIFTS, & -IFTS! .
Here you will find unique items including antiques; western memorabilia; tools; collectibles; hand made baby gifts; home
décor items; quilted products; and more. Stop in often because they add to their inventory every week. You are invited to drop
by and browse, enjoy a free cup of coffee and check out the book locker. GIFTS, THRIFTS, & -IFTS! is located in Moorcroft
at 200 N Big Horn Avenue, phone 406-208-8840. For more information visit giftsthrifts.com or like them on

Facebook and follow them on Instagram. Dee and Neal Gray, owners, thank you for your business.

© UBC 2021
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Newcastle’s Stardust Hotel is no more. In its
place will be a new Dollar General store. On
April 29 a crew from W & S Construction, after
salvaging the metal roofing and other materials
from the building, used bulldozers and back-
hoes to knock the structure down for removal.
The building was originally built in 1954, and
the iconic sign has been a favorite fixture for
generations. Below, Jason Root removes metal
roofing sheets from the Stardust, for salvage,
but is unable to resist hamming it up for the
camera.

QUEEN BEDS

\‘
\

A

Another icon comes down

A
S v

Photos by Kim Dean and Walter Sprague/NLJ

Be Kind. Be Compassionate. Be Direct.

The past year has been particularly rough on teenagers, and we are asking
parents to help us monitor their social and mental well-being so we can
provide the support families sometimes need. Help us intervene on behalf
of children and families who are
‘at-risk’ or ‘in crisis’.

RMATION | Of
SCHEDULE YOUR
VACCINATION TODAY

Weston County Pharmacy is currently assisting
Weston County Public Health by offering
COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics. wcsd1.org

There are a set number of hours with a set number of doses.
We will take your name and phone number, then call
when we have the next clinic set up.

PLEASE CALL WESTON COUNTY

PHARMACY AT 746-2425. Follow the News Letter Journal on Facebook!

Vaccination registration is open for the
general public 18 years and older.

(ALL PREVIOUS GROUPS MAY CONTINUE
TO REGISTER AS WELL)

Middle School Counselor « Nikki Bloom ¢ 746-2746 « bloomn@wecsd1.org

Call Weston County Pharmacy, or register as follows:
Register online go to https://forms.gle/ktRCvfLSCASFXpBL7
PLEASE ANSWER ‘YES’TO THE QUESTION ‘ARE YOU 65 AND ABOVE’
To register by phone:

COVID-19 Vaccination Call Center 1.800.438.5795
Prompt:1; press 1
Prompt:2: press 1

Prompt:3: press 7 ALASKA BEST OF HAWAII

NORTHERN LIGHTS FOUR-ISLAND TOUR
Tell %{I(I)Uf doctor you t\'Nant to WESTON COUNTY 7 days, departs Feb - Mar 2022 12 days, departs year-round
ill your prescription . . . .
at Weston County Anchorage - Talkeetna - Healy (Denali) « Oahu . Hawaii Island - Kauai - Maui
Pharmacy Fairbanks — Travel deep into the rugged — Enjoy a fully guided 4-island Hawaiian
Alaskan wilderness in pursuit of nature’s most vacation with centrally located lodging in
\/ spectacular nighttime display. Chase after Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront lodging on
TY the vibrant lights of the aurora borealis the “Big Island” of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui.
WESTON COUN YOUR CHOICE FOR while you enjoy Alaska’s culture, nature, Guided throughout by our friendly Tour
HEALTH SERVICES QUALITY HEALTHCARE! and wildlife. Directors—your local experts. Includes 3
inter-island flights.
1124 Washington Blvd. Newcastle WY 82701 | www.wchs-wy.org &
Hospital 746-4491 | Manor 746-2793 | Therapy Services 746-3720 VREF promo code
dVE R - - -
Home Health 746-3553 | Pharmacy 746-2425 vacations N7017 CALL 1-844-312-9713
* Free date changes anytime up to 45 days prior to departure for land tours, up to 95 days prior to departure for cruise tours. Deposits and final payments remain non-refundable. Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes
ThlS ad pald for by West()n Counly Publlc Health & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 6/30/21. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.
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We're Still The Onel

At Range, we know great things start at home. We're proud of the connections
we’ve made and the connections we keep — with our friends and neighbors, with the
communities we serve, and with the services we provide. We're proud of how far we've
come, together. But, no matter how far our services may roam, we’ll never outgrow the
place we call home. We're still the one. Range, your local internet provider.

@ SWANNNCE —

307.347.7020 800.647.9841

. 130 S 9th St PO Box 506
NETWORK TECHNICIAN :

Newcastle &
Surrounding Areas

Worland, WY 82401

COMING UP:

Soccer vs. Torrington
Track: 3A Regional
Rodeo: Jr. High State Finals

SPORTS SCHEDULES

NEWCASTLE:
NHS Men’s Soccer

5/6  JVIV Torrington HS A 4PM
58  JVNV Rawlins HS A NOON
5/15 JV/V Douglas HS A NOON
NHS Ladies’ Soccer
5/6  JVIV Torrington HS H 4PM
58  JVNV Rawlins HS A NOON
5115 JVIV Douglas HS A NOON
NHS Track
5/7 V9  Torrington A TBA
514 V9  3ARegional
@ Torrington A TBA
515 V9  3ARegional
@ Torrington A TBA
Rodeo
May 6-9 Jr. High State Finals A Fri 4PM
@ Gillette A 9AM
NMS Track
4129 Wright A TBA
5/8 NE B District H  830AM
UPTON:
UHS Track
5120-22 State Casper A
UMS Track
5/8 Districts Newcastle A 8:30AM
5110 Best of the East Douglas A

Anti-social
media

am going to be totally
Itransparent and admit

wholeheartedly that I watch
reality TV. I’m not proud, but
I’m not ashamed either.

The irony is that reality TV
is as far from reality for most
of us as it can get. However,
as | was watching one of the
“Real Housewives” franchises
the other night, a sudden
reality hit me — a real truth
that all of
society
shares,
and that is
that social
media has
desensi-
tized us to
what being
a good
person
means.

We see
it every day on every platform
where people spew venom at
others simply because they
may have different beliefs
than we do.

When we are able to hide
behind a keyboard, it makes us
bolder in our attacks.

I think that everyone should

Sonja KaIE
Karpe Dogie

— See Karpe, Page 10
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Defense wins — or ties — games

Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

A defensive battle raged Friday as
the Lady Dogies made the long, gru-
eling trip to Riverton for a rematch
against the Lady Wolverines. In their
first matchup, Newcastle defeated
them 2-0 at home, however head
coach Cami Willyard expected a much
more challenging contest the second
time around — and she was right, for
a number of reasons.

“First we had a long bus ride and then
it was the hottest game we’ve played
so far with temperatures in the 80s,”
Willyard began. “We also played on a
turf field which was probably about 30
yards wider and 20 yards longer than
we are used to, so that definitely came
into play. The first pass of the game
went out of bounds because the ball
travels so quickly on turf.”

The two squads went at each other
hard through the first 80 minutes of
play, and though each had opportuni-
ties to put the ball in the back of the
net, the scoreboard read 0-0 at the end
of regulation.

“It was a really back and forth game
the whole time,” Willyard nodded.
“There were definite moments when
they were possessing more than us, but
we had our opportunities as well.”

Keeper Angel Perez and the Lady
Dogie defensive line were pivotal in
keeping the Lady Wolverines out of the
net, and toward the end of the second
half the offense put a dangerous ball
over the top, which drew the Riverton
keeper out of the box.

“She took Gabby [McVay] out
which gave us a free kick from just
outside the 18,” Willyard explained.
“Unfortunately, we weren’t able to put
it on frame so we missed out on that
opportunity to get one on the board.”

In the first 10-minute overtime,
Willyard determined that her team

dominated Riverton, but were unable
to find the back of the net, and the Lady
Wolverines had control in the second,
and final, 10-minute overtime period.

Defense again prevailed for each
team, so after 100 minutes of play the
score remained as goose eggs for both,
and the conference match ended in a
tie — a shutout for both.

Perez ended the contest with six

Photo courtesy of Andrew Towne/Torrington Telegram
Keeper Angel Perez, along with her back defensive line, was pivotal in both of the Lady Dogies contests over the
weekend. Here she dove on the ball to stop a Lady Blazer’s attack on goal, and saved a PK late in the contest to
help her team take the 1-0 win over Torrington on Monday.

saves, and McVay, Alaina Laurence
and Caitlyn Pehringer combined for
five shots on goal.

Defensive prowess also triumphed
on Monday when the ladies traveled
to Torrington to make up their earlier
scheduled contest which was post-
poned due to weather. There the Lady
Dogies were faced with the extreme
opposite field conditions than they had

dealt with on Friday.

“The grass was long and thick, and
the ball almost seemed to get stuck at
times,” laughed Willyard. “That cer-
tainly didn’t help our scoring, but they
were playing in the same conditions.”

Offense struggled to get on the
board, but defense held the line and

— See Ladies, Page 10

Garden Fountains
Save $50 - $90

Select Styles - See Store for More Details

Dogies qualify in three more events

Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

The annual Buffalo Twilight
meet Friday afternoon and
evening was a good one for
head coach Chad Ostenson’s
track crew. Several personal
bests were achieved, and
Shelby Tidyman added to

LY

her state slate while Gunner
Ramsey made an impression
with his first foray into an all-
individual meet by qualifying
in two events.

“It was a great day for
us,” said Ostenson. “Shelby
crushed the 200 and Gunner
was impressive. We decided
to see what he could do and he

qualified in two of his events
and was close in the other two
as well.”

Ramsey usually mans one of
the legs of any of three relay
races, but this week he got to
try his hand — or rather feet
— at four individual events. It
was his first time running the
open 100 and 200, as well as

B e\ gy

WE DELIVER!
746-4868

Sunday, May 9

BLACK HILLS
GOLD & SILVER
JEWELRY

Decker’s

) - Celebrate Mom
willva gifl she (0 love

MOTHER’S DAY - =

the first long jump competition
of his career.

He opened up strong, fin-
ishing fourth overall in the
100 Meter Dash with a 3A
State qualifying time of 11.65
and was the first 3A athlete to
cross the finish line. He also
cleared six feet in the high
jump for the first time this

FLORAL & GIFT

A7\ Nl

GIFT WRAPPING
AVAILABLE

CASH 'N CARRY
Half Dozen

BEAUTIFUL ASSORTMENT
OF COLORS

season to add that event to his
state slate.

In the 200 Meter, he was a
mere .25 of a second short of
qualification with his seventh-
place finish of 23.71. Once
again, he was the first 3A
athlete to cross the finish line.

— See Track, Page 11
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One of our community’s most
valuable assets is our teachers.

-

l
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Thank you, teachers, for impacting today,
tomorrow and eternity.

NEWCASTLE 1401 WashingtonBlvd., 307.746.4466 e wypinnbank.com

<é Pinnacle Bank

THE WAY BANKING SHOULD BE

MEMBER FDIC

DENTAL insurance

Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. It helps cover over 350 procedures — from cleanings
and fillings to crowns and dentures.

¢ See any dentist you want,

| Leaps and bunds
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The Newcastle Middle School track team traveled to Douglas on April 24 for their
second meet of the season as two prior meets were cancelled due to inclement
weather. Newcastle fared well in the ranks of the eight teams competing that day,
which included Lusk, Glenrock, Wheatland, Guernsey, Midwest, and Encampment as
well. The NMS seventh grade boys and seventh grade girls teams and eighth grade
boys team were ranked No. 1 and the NMS eighth girls team took fourth overall, after
tallying 15 events. The next meet will be Friday, May 7, in Newcastle for Northeast “B”
District Track Meet, where Wright, Sundance, Twin Spruce, Sage Valley, Moorcroft,
Hulett, Upton and Newcastle will compete with field events beginning at 8:30 a.m.
and running events start at 11 a.m. Lillie Morrill, above, perfects her form prior to the
hurdle event in Douglas. She placed 5th in Douglas in the 100 hurdles with a time of
22.06 and placed 3rd in the 200 hurdles with a 38.01.
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kept them out of the goal to
take the 1-0 win.

It was the combination of
a talented Trailblazer keeper

NHS Ladies’ Soccer

Newcastle @ Riverton 4/30/21 0-0 OT
Alaina Laurence: 0-2 shots on goal

Gabby McVay: 0-2 shots on goal The
Caitlyn Pehringer: 0-1 shot on goal

Conzelman and Shawnee
Miles combined for the 20
shots on goal.

Lady Dogies will

but save more with one in our network
* No deductible, no annual maximum
* Immediate coverage for preventive care

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-866-683-0331

or visit dental50plus.com/letter

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one
insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-
969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P1500K; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds
B438/B439 (GA: B439B).

6255

No Clipping Required.

mmmm mmmm mms  ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY |mmm mmmmm s

Ir $449 SAVINGS
|
|

1
ON AUTO INSURANCE I
-

when they switch from companies like

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate

Call The Hartford ° | Auto Insurance
1-844-727-6809 AARP | i

L__________—
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and the drag from the grass
which contributed to the lack
of scoring for the Lady Dogies.
However, the squad had a
plethora of opportunities to put
the ball in the net with 20 legiti-
mate shots on goal throughout
the contest, but were only able
to connect on one.

The pivotal score came about
five minutes into the second
half. Willyard had challenged
her girls to ramp up their inten-
sity and play their game during
the break, and the team took it
to heart.

The set-up for the goal began
as the Lady Dogies executed
some great combinations down
the side of the field. McVay
then sent a through ball to the
corner, and Lara Lopez cut the
angle of her defender, attacked
the goal and finished on the left
side with her left foot.

A scary moment for
Newcastle occurred with about
10 minutes left to play. They
had held the ‘Blazers scoreless
up until that point, but a ques-
tionable foul call on LaKacee
Lipp in the box gave Torrington
a penalty kick.

Angel Perez: 6 saves, 1 shutout

Newcastle @ Torrington 5/3/21 1-0
Lara Lopez: 1-3 shots on goal

Claire Beastrom: 0-2 shots on goal
Alaina Laurence: 0-6 shots on goal
Gabby McVay: 0-3 shots on goal, 1 assist
MacKenzie Conzelman: 0-5 shots on goal
Shawnee Miles: 0-1 shot on goal

Angel Perez: 3 saves, 1 shutout

Perez then had the play of the
game as she was put under the
immense pressure of defending
the goal against that PK and in
the mano-a-mano face-off, she
made a diving save low and on
the right side of the net. That
would turn out to be the pivotal
save to secure the win.

“As a keeper, your best bet is
to pick a side and commit to it.
Angel chose to dive to her right
and she chose correctly, making
a fantastic save on a nice, low
ball shot,” Willyard exclaimed.
“l say it every week but our
back line is tough. We’ve only
allowed seven goals all season
and those came in our first two
games of the season.”

Perez ended the contest
with three saves while
Lopez, Laurence, McVay,
Claire Beastrom, MacKenzie

have a quick, two-day turn-
around before they host the
Lady ‘Blazers for a rematch
Thursday, and will travel to
Rawlins on Saturday to take
on the Lady Outlaws for the
second time this season.

“Our goal going into
Thursday is to do everything
that we’ve been working on
and also to finish and get a few
more in the back of the net,”
Willyard determined. “And
we need to not let them hang
around and think they have a
chance, because any team can
be dangerous in that situation.”

It was imperative that the
Lady Dogies won against
Torrington, and also that they
pick up another win against
them this Thursday as well as
win out against Rawlins and
Douglas. If they do so, they
will take the No. 1 seed over
Buffalo by one point. If not,
even if they tie any game, they
will be the No. 2 seed heading
into the state tournament.

ActionbeginsatSchoonmaker
field on Thursday with varsity
kicking off at 4 p.m., followed
by a half of a JV contest.
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consider one very important thing. Are you
ready to look someone in the eye and speak the
poison you spray on social media to their face?

I would venture to say that most of us would
not. At least that is my fervent hope.

Now, smack talking has been a thing since
sports began but to be honest, the level it has
reached since I played is a little shocking. And
not just from players!

I recently heard that an official actually spoke
rudely to players and made potentially game
changing rulings based on the current score of a
contest.

I was flabbergasted! Unfortunately that is
the truth, and I would venture a bet that our
increasing lack of a sense of accountability that
has oozed out of social media platforms may be
to blame.

And we also need to face the fact that what
we put on social media for the world to see can
have repercussions.

A great example of this is what is going
on right now with LeBron James, who is in
the midst of controversy regarding his tweet
about the fatal police shooting of a 16-year-old
African American girl in Columbus, Ohio,
which he posted on the same day Derek
Chauvin was convicted of the murder of George
Floyd.

Following the announcement of the verdict,

James tweeted YOU’RE NEXT #Accountability
along with the picture of Officer Nicholas
Reardon who shot Ma’Khia Bryant four times
when she continued to swing a knife at another
young girl after being ordered to drop it.

Regardless of your opinion regarding the
tweet itself, it has landed James in hot water
on several fronts. The owner of Linnie’s Pub in
Cincinnati, Ohio, posted that he would not be
showing any NBA games in his bar until James
was expelled from the league, and though in the
grand scope of things that means nothing to the
basketball star, it ignited a storm of controversy
that got everyone’s attention.

Most recently, the LAPD Union has sent a
letter to the NBA asking for an investigation
into James regarding the tweet which he has
since deleted because he claimed it led to
arousing more hate.

The LAPD is saying that James is a hypocrite
and is accusing him of “inciting violence ...
towards police officers,” and they want the
league to look into the situation to see if he has
violated any policies by posting the tweet.

I guess I can’t imagine that James has
violated any policies, but the point is that he
brought this situation on himself by tweeting
without considering the fallout. Too many of us
do that, I think, and maybe it’s time to put the
“social” back in social media.
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Dogies finish out a tough weekend

Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

Though the score may not reflect
it, the Dogies continued to make
strides to improve their game in two
tough competitions over the weekend.
The Riverton Wolverines defeated
Newcastle 10-0 on Friday and the
No. 1 seeded Torrington Trailblazers
got the better of them 7-0 on Monday,
however head coach

the ball and the Dogies had a definite
period of adjustment as play com-
menced, which Riverton took advan-
tage of to get on the board with two
quick goals just a few minutes into
the contest.

However, after the first 10 minutes
or so, the Dogies settled in and battled
pretty well throughout the first half,
going into the break down 0-3.

In the second half, however, it
all fell apart for

Elyse Dickey insisted
that she saw growth
in her team through
both contests.

“I told the guys
that even though the
score isn’t fun, we are
getting better each
game,” she said. “The
previous week we
struggled defending
corners and Riverton

saves

NHS Men’s Soccer

Newcastle @ Riverton 4/30/21 0-10
Dayton McFarlin: 0-1 shot on goal
Ezra Anderson: 0-2 shots on goal
Cael Holmes: 0-1 shot on goal
Avery Chick: 1 save

Gavin Gray: 1 save

Heath Henkle: 5 saves

William Beastrom: 1 shot on goal, 3

Newcastle v. Torrington 5/3/21 0-7
Dayton McFarlin: 0-1 shot on goal
Ezra Anderson: 0-1 shot on goal
Hayden Overman: 19 saves

Newcastle.
“Riverton looked a
lot better than when
we played them at
the beginning of the
season. They talked
really well and moved
the ball much better,
and were just a better
team,” Dickey said.
“They really looked
good in the second

only scored on one

after scoring on us four times with
corners last time, so that was a big
improvement.”

Riverton also threw another chal-
lenge at the Dogies in that theirs
is a turf field, and Mother Nature
provided her own obstacle with tem-
peratures in the 80s.

“That turf took some getting used to
and it was a little bit of a shock for our
guys,” Dickey admitted. “It was also
the hottest game of the season so far,
and the turf heats things up even more.
We were subbing out pretty quickly so
they could rest up and stay fresh, and
they all complained that their feet were
hot so it was a learning curve.”

Pair the heat with a much larger and
wider field along with the turf itself
increasing the speed and bounce of
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half and scored seven

against us, but I did definitely see
some bright spots from our guys.”

The Dogies were able to get off
five shots on goal throughout the
contest and they were dangerous ones
that were on frame. However, the
Wolverine keeper was very skilled and
managed to thwart each attempt.

Dayton McFarlin, Ezra Anderson
and Cael Holmes combined for the
shots on goal and the Dogie defense
was able to save 10 of Riverton’s
20 shots. Heath Henkle, the starting
keeper, snagged five of those, William
Beastrom who went in as keeper in the
last 20 minutes of the game had three,
and Avery Chick and Gavin Gray had
one each as defenders.

The No. 1 seeded Torrington ‘Blazers
came to town to make up the previ-

Photo by Sonja Karp/NLJ

Aidan Chick had his hands full to try to get around a solid ‘Blazer defense in the Dogies’ makeup game on
Monday. Despite exhibiting some fancy footwork throughout the contest, Chick and his team were unable to
find the back of the net in their 0-7 loss.

ously postponed contest on Monday.
Over the weekend Henkle suffered
an injury so Dickey moved Hayden
Overman into the keeper position for
Monday’s game. Overman is usually a
forward, however he used his speed and
athleticism to save 19 ‘Blazer shots.
“Hayden is quick and athletic and
has great reaction time, so he did
really well for not having played
the position since middle school,”
Dickey said. “Only allowing seven

goals, and holding them to just three
in the first half was also a bright
spot in the game, and it shows that
we played even better than we did
against Riverton on Friday.”
Offensively, the Dogies struggled a
little against the fast and well-disci-
plined ‘Blazer squad, getting off only
two shots on goal, one each from
McFarlin and Anderson. However the
defense stepped up given that most of
the 80 minutes were played on their

half of the field.

The Dogies have a quick turnaround
before they head to Torrington on
Thursday for the regularly scheduled
rematch, then travel to Rawlins on
Saturday for another second-time-
around contest. The last time the
Outlaws and Dogies played, Newcastle
dropped it 1-7, but it was the first
time they had scored on the season
and Dickey is hoping to improve the
outcome this time around.

NHS Track

In the long jump, the senior
soared 19 feet, 8% inches, so
was less than a foot short of the
qualifying mark.

“We are going to have to
think about how to adjust as we
head into this week,” Ostenson
said. “We have some other kids
who we can put into relays and
still be all right, so we may
have to do that to free Gunner
up for his individual events.”

Tidyman rose to the chal-
lenge of a mixed-class race
finishing third in the 200 Meter
Dash, clocking in at 27.55
and punching her ticket to the
state meet in her second event.
In doing so, she cut nearly a
quarter of a second off her
previous best time, and was
the first 3A runner to cross the
finish line by about a second.

She also had another good
showing in the 100 Meter Race
which she qualified for last
week, finishing ninth overall
but second in the 3A ranks.
Tidyman had another ninth-
place finish with her 15 feet, 4
inch leap in the long jump, but
once again was second against

in the 200,” Ostenson said.
“That’s a tough race, but she
looked strong coming around
the corner.”

Jaylen Ostenson cut nearly
.10 of a second off her time
in the 100 Meter Hurdle and
crossed the finish line in eighth
place. Her 17.35 finish was the
third best in 3A, as two runners
from Buffalo got the better of
her. The same two Lady Bison
were the only 3A competition
to outrun Ostenson in the 300
Meter Hurdle where she fin-
ished seventh with a time of
50.46.

“Jaylen took time off her 100
hurdles, and was close to her
best time in the 300,” Ostenson
stated. “Buffalo has a good set
of hurdlers, and our confer-
ence is just tough overall in the
hurdles. It will be a battle.”

Tara Carter was the final
Lady Dogie to score points for
her team as she finished fourth
in the two mile run with a time
of 15:23.05. Overall, the four
girls competing for Newcastle
garnered 14 points on the day
to tie for ninth place.

eighth place overall. Those
who joined Gunner Ramsey in
posting points for their team
included Zach Purviance and
Tristan Troftgruben, who fin-
ished eighth and ninth respec-
tively in the 800 Meter Run
with a mere .11 of a second
difference between them. Only
one 3A runner did better than
them, with Purviance coming
across the line in 2:07.06 and
Troftgruben in 2:07.17.

Bridger Alishouse was
seventh overall and the second
3A runner with his 11:44.42
finish in the mile run. Though
he did not score points for
the team, Teegan Hatheway
was just two places behind
Alishouse with his 11:53.71
finish.

Grayson Ramsey and Dylan
Drost finished seventh (43.76)
and eighth (44.02) respectively
in the 300 Meter Hurdle with
only two 3A runners ahead of
them, and Christian Santos was
seventh in the long jump with a
leap of 18 feet, 10 inches.

Though shot putters didn’t
score any points for the team,

Gallardo all threw personal best
distances on the day.

“Our shot putters had a great
day with most of them PRing,
and there was some good com-
petition up there,” Ostenson
began. “Grayson and Dylan
both ran well and took time off
their PRs in the hurdles so that
was awesome.”

The Dogie relay teams
took the absence of Gunner
Ramsey in stride as Drost and
McConkey filled in his position
in the 4x400 Meter and 1600
Sprint Medley relay teams.

Grayson Ramsey,
Troftgruben,  Drost and
Purviance filled out the 4x4
and finished second behind
Sheridan in 3:39.23, while
McConkey, Grayson Ramsey,
Purviance and Troftgruben
made up the sprint medley and
were third in 3:53.19 behind
Thunder Basin and Buffalo.

“Our medley team did well
with the switch and they even
had a problem with one of their
handoffs,” Ostenson explained.
“The baton was dropped in the
200 to 200 exchange between

Newcastle @ Buffalo
Twilight Invite 4/30/21

Women’s Team Results:
1. Sheridan 153

2. Thunder Basin 136

3. Cody 86.5

4. Buffalo 74.5

5. Tongue River 72

6. Douglas 45

7. Torrington 29

8. Big Horn 19

9. Newcastle 14

9. Ten Sleep 14
Women’s Individual
Results:

100M:

9. Shelby Tidyman 13.56
200M:

3. Shelby Tidyman 27.55
PR 3AQ

1600M:

19. Tara Carter 6:57.99
3200M:

4. Tara Carter 15:23.05
100M Hurdles:

8. Jaylen Ostenson 17.35
300M Hurdles:

7. Jaylen Ostenson 50.46
Long Jump:

9. Shelby Tidyman 15-04
Shot Put:

34. Sierra Blaney 22-09.75
Discus:

21. Sierra Blaney 79-09

Men’s Team Results
1. Sheridan 360

2. Thunder Basin 226.5
3. Cody 154.5

4. Buffalo 130

5. Tongue River 117.5

6. Big Horn 97.5

7. Douglas 84

8. Newcastle 59

9. Torrington 55

10. Ten Sleep 28

Men’s Individual Results
100M:

4. Gunner Ramsey 11.65
3AQ

16. Dylan Drost 11.98

19. Holden McConkey
12.12

53. Thomas Prell 13.65
54. Robert Humes 13.66
200M:

7T. Gunner Ramsey 23.71
15. Holden McConkey
24.30

16. Dylan Drost 24.42

43. Dillon Kenney 27.03
52. Robert Humes 29.30
400M:

20. Robert Humes 1:00.23
21. Dillon Kenney 1:00.64
800M:

6. Zach Purviance 2:07.06
7. Tristan Troftgruben
2:07.17

24. Jacob Prell 2:26.57
26. Thomas Prell 2:35.13
1600M:

14. Bridger Alishouse
4:57.19

15. Teegan Hatheway
5:12.45

17. Jacob Prell 5:15.72
25. Conrad Prell 5:44.82
3200M Run:

7. Bridger Alishouse
11:44.42

9. Teegan Hatheway
1:53.71

13. Conrad Prell 12:57.57
300M Hurdles:

7. Grayson Ramsey 43.76
8. Dylan Drost 44.02
4x400M Relay: 3:39.23

2. Grayson Ramsey, Tristan
Troftgruben, Dylan Drost,
Zach Purviance

1600 Sprint Medley Relay:
3:53.19

3. Holden McConkey, Gray-
son Ramsey, Zach Purvi-
ance, Tristan Troftgruben
High Jump:

2. Gunner Ramsey 6-00
3AQ

Long Jump:

4. Gunner Ramsey 19-
08.50

7. Christian Santos 18-10
16. Thomas Prell 15-05.25
Shot Put:

20. Jacob Prell 36-10.25 PR
24. Alex Peterson 36-04 PR
25. Travis Scribner 35-
03.25

17. Aidan Gorman 32-06
PR

36. Xavin Gallardo 30-02.25
PR

41. Leo Orban 28-02.50
Discus:

30. Hogan Tystad 92-08
32. Christian Santos 91-11
34. Jacob Prell 84-01

35. Nate Strickland 83-04

able to finish the relay and not
be disqualified. That took some
seconds off, so their time was
pretty good considering.”

and the Dogies will be traveling
to Torrington on Friday which
will give them the opportunity
to run on the regional meet

track venue prior to that culmi-
nating event next week.

This week is the final com-
petition of the regular season,

Holden and Grayson, but it
stayed in the lane so we were

Jacob Prell, Alex Peterson,
Aidan Gorman and Xavin

The Dogie men scored 59
points, which put them in

3 A competition.
“Shelby had a heck of a run
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On April 28 children from Upton and Newcastle
took part in the annual 4-H Ag Day at the
Weston County Fairgrounds. They rotated
around different activities from bee keeping
and honey production to gun safety, trapping,
and animal husbandry, among other activi-
ties. Upton youth were at the fairgrounds in
the morning hours and Newcastle kids took
the afternoon sessions. At left, under instruc-
tion by John Orban, Upton youth are taught
gun safety, then were able to use pellet rifles,
shooting at targets in the 4-H shooting gallery
trailer. Below, a piglet gets to have a free snack
from the hands of one of the youngsters.

Photos by Walter Sprague/NLJ
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Above, Austynn Savage, 9-year-old fourth-grader from Upton, learns how to
handle a lariat under the instruction of Tell Tavegie. At left, especially popular
with the younger students, the children get to pet a bunny.
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Varsity
Boys Soccer

Back row from left: Coach Ryan Whipple, Cameron Mills (9), Aidan Chick (11), Avery Chick (11), Dylan
McFarlin (10), Skyler Cummings (9), Gavin Gray (12), William Beastrom (9), Kalen Koch (12), Ezra
Anderson (11), Heath Henkle (10), Coach Sally Hoover, Coach Elyse Dickey. Middle row: TJ Unterseher
(9), Marshall Merchen (9), Zachary Orsborn (9), Quinn Gorman (9), Peyton Simmons (9), Yestin Davis
(10), Kaleb Huber (9), Mathew Drake (11). Front row: Colton Vanderpool-Mobley (9), Zade Orsborn (11),
Cael Holmes (11), Kayne Hinshaw (12), Dayton McFarlin (12), Cole Wehri (9), Hayden Overman (11).

#GoDogies #HornsUp #Soccer #JoinTheRide

Thank you to these community partners
Photo provided courtesy of Skull Creek Studio, Emily Hartinger

Black Hills Dental Newcastle Equipment

Chick Financial Newcastle Vision Clinic

Dixon Bros., Inc. News Letter Journal

Elliott Chiropractic Spearfish Forest Products
Frontier Home, Ra Hardware Voelker’s Autobody and Glass
Grazers Burgers & Beer Weston County Health Services
Monument Health Wyoming Refining Company

Become a member of the Varsity Club for only $50/month. Call 746-2777 to make your business or family part of the team today.
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DATEHI LO
S-25 53 23
M-26 67 38
T27 67 41

w-28 53 39
T-29 65 37
F-30 70 36
S-01 82 48

WCSD#1 Warrants ...

WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
GENERAL FUND WARRANTS OVER $500

APRIL 2021
VENDOR/PAYEE AMOUNT
A & B WELDING SUPPLY CO. $753.32
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES $1,635.12

EASTERN WYOMING EQUIPMENT COMPANY
$1,066.03
FRONTIER HOME RANCH AND HDWE $863.27
GOLDEN WEST TECHNOLOGIES & $607.50
LYNX SYSTEM DEVELOPERS, INC  $6,337.00

MARCO $6,639.45
NEWSLETTER JOURNAL $1,999.50
PINE COVE CONSULTING, LLC $3,330.00
PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL $1,024.59
RAMKOTA HOTEL CASPER $801.00
RANGE $1,603.73
PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL $1,015.50
RANGE $1,552.04
WESTON COUNTY HEALTH SERVICES
$3,153.00
CITY OF NEWCASTLE $2,800.60

WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DIST $935,339.89

BLACK HILLS ENERGY $12,187.25
BLACK HILLS ENERGY $16,298.49
FRANK DICKENSON $510.00
MIKE GREGORY $962.64
MASTERCARD $877.51
MASTERCARD $1,412.77

Hearing Notice ... ...
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Board of
Trustees of School District Number One, Weston
County, State of Wyoming, will hold a public
hearing on their intent to levy the following addi-
tional mills on all property in the District:

One half (1/2) Board of Cooperative
Educational Services mill for Adult
Education.

One (1) mill for Recreational purposes.

Said hearing will be held on May 11,
2021 at 8:00 pm in the Board Room of the
Administration Building, 116 Casper Avenue,
Newcastle, Wyoming.

(Publish May 6, 2021)

Hearing Notice ... ...
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing
on the preliminary budget for Weston County
School District Number One for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2022 will be held at the Board
Room of the Administration Building on the 11h
day of May, 2021 at 8:00 p.m., at which time any
and all persons interested may appear and be
heard respecting the expenditures and revenues
of the following budgets:

General Fund

Capital Construction Fund

EWC BOCES Fund

Major Maintenance Fund

Food Service Fund

Special Revenue Fund

Eastern Weston County Recreation District
Fund

Federal Fund

(Publish May 6, 2021)

VISIT THE NEWS LETTER JOURNAL

MASTERCARD
NRA SOLUTIONS

POWDER RIVER ENERGY CORP

WCSD#1-ACTIVITY

$745.00
$1,168.01
$6,601.99
$2,231.60

WYOMING SCHOOL BOARDS ASS'N $5,632.06

Checking Account Total:
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR-13
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES
CAREERSAFE

MASTERCARD
MASTERCARD

STM GIRLS BB

WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DIST

Checking Account Total:
BLACK HILLS ENERGY
BLACK HILLS ENERGY

WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DIST

Checking Account Total:
PRAIRIE FARMS
SYSCO MONTANA INC
PRAIRIE FARMS
SYSCO MONTANA INC

WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DIST

Checking Account Total:
ARETE DESIGN GROUP
Checking Account Total:
Grand Total:

(Publish May 6, 2021)

WCSD#1 Warrants

$1,016,581.32

$4,855.31
$1,264.72
$650.00
$539.34
$1,104.25
$950.00
$1,849.88
$11,213.50
$1,458.81
$1,517.73
$6,450.66
$9,427.20
$731.02
$4,123.08
$1,585.27
$10,473.89
$14,952.14
$31,865.40
$3,233.27
$3,233.27

$1,072,320.69

WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
FEDERAL FUND WARRANTS OVER $500

Fun and Games

FICTIONAL FATHERS

ACROSS

1. Like Annapolis Academy
6. Pine juice

9. One in a manger

13. Like a good athlete

14. Modern address

15. Printer cartridge contents
16. Cate Blanchett’s movie
“____ona Scandal”

17. 2nd largest living bird in
world

18. U in UV

19. *HonorE de Balzac’s “Le
PEre "

21. *Nemo’s dad, named after a
sport fish

23.“____ of the morning!”
24. Seaside bird

25. Tax accounting specialist,
acr.

28. Back of the neck

30. Chew the fat

35. Country dance formation
37. Greek goddess of fertility
39. Waterwheel

40. *Drunk and, incidentally,
Huck Finn’s Pap

41. Metallic sounding

43. Quite a stretch

44. Place to dry out

46. Like the White Rabbit

47. Dr. Robert Bruce Banner’s
green alter ego

48. Sun-____

50. Toothy wheel

52. Bad-mouth

53. Made a rug

55. Low-____ image
57. *Simba’s father in “The Lion
King”

60. *Luke’s and Leia’s father
63. Golfer’s sun protection
64. Romanian monetary unit
66. Introverted one

68. Follow as a consequence
69. Pooh’s wise friend

70. Territory in China known as
Las Vegas of Asia

71. Young woman

72. *"That ‘70s Show” dad
73. One-room school house
“notebook”

DOWN

1. A Bobbsey twin

2. Awestruck

3. *The Godfather’s given
name

4. Heads-up

5. Wound

6. Cooking grease

7. Hammer holder?

8. D’Artagnan’s hat decoration
9. Weevil’s target

10. Not in favor of

11. Capital of Switzerland

12. Chapter in history

15. As opposed to turn-off

20. 1960s abstractionism

22. Rainbow shape

24. Like ones between 13 and
19 years old

25. *Griswold family patriarch
26. Mushroom caps

27. Egyptian symbol of life, pl.
29. *Jay isto Claire as ____is
to Haley

31. Flood survivor

danger

56. Smokeless tobacco brand
57. Short skirt

58. It was Brezhnev’s domain
59. Unplayable baseball

60. Old in Scottish

61. Cuzco valley empire

62. Straight pour from the
bottle

63. Chill in front of TV, with
‘out’

65. Ovine mom

67. Beluga yield

CROSSWORD
7

8

© = £ (Y BNGEVRITHNE —iare
Y YOU LOVE TOGETHER! ~ =+1952
@ @ - 2 _Y EA R America’s Top 120 Package
R |\ o;cF

GUARANTEE
CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card promo (oce:Distioo

1-888-416-7103 =i

$6 99
47 150 cHANNELS

mmmmmm csen ALTITUDE

© StatePoint Media

SUDOKU

BEST OF
HAWAII FOUR-
ISLAND TOUR

12 days, departs
year-round

* Free date changes anytime up to 45 days prior to departure for land tours, up to 95 days prior tc
based. asona

ANGES ON 2021 TOURS*

promocose o CALL 1-855-208-9533

CRIMSON
CANYONS &
MESAS
NATIONAL
PARKS TOUR

FROM
4 51,749“
: $1,499

10 days, departs
Jun -Sep 2021

cruise tours. dable. Prices are per person

$299intaxes & fees. Si e
pply. Ask your.

ltant for details.

apply. Add: lable. Ofers pply ; made by /30121, Other

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

APRIL 2021 32. Father of psychoanalysis
Sigmund
VENDOR/PAYEE AMOUNT 33. Garlicky mayonnaise 3
BLACK HILLS CHEMICAL $1,515.54  34. *Both father in “Mary
NORCO, INC $1,025.14 Poppins” and father in “Father
PINE COVE CONSULTING, LLC $11,5879  of the Bride” 3
MASTERCARD $3,786.50 36. Unfledged hawk
MASTERCARD $596.00 38. Casino chip
SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 SPECIAL REVENUE 42. Pine 5 1 9
$9,071.30 45.____ of dog!
WCSD#1 GENERAL FUND $3,338.45 49.° ____"atthe altar © StatePoint Modia
WCSD#1 GENERAL FUND $3,901.67 51. Middle Earth and Kingdom
WCSD#1 GENERAL FUND $31,158.03  of the North, e.g.
WCSD#1 GENERAL FUND $7,038.44 54. Courage in the face of
WCSD#1 GENERAL FUND $2,419.19
WCSD#1 GENERAL FUND $5,357.51 ,
Checking Account Total: $81,087.29 Last week’s answers
Grand Total: $81,087.29
’ 713
(Publish May 6, 2021)
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ONLINE AT WWW.NEWSLJ.COM

Without the informed trust of the citizens,
democracy is jeopardized.

The best practice is to always conduct the
maximum amount of the public’s business in public.
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NoO Subscription?
NO PROBLEM!

View all of Our Public Notices for
FREE at newslj.com
Just click on the 'NOTICES' tab at the top of

our Home Page and Scroll Away!
(or search by keyword if you're so inclined &)
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Legal Notice .............. ... ..

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having occurred and all
prerequisites to foreclosure having been met,
notice is hereby given that the mortgage
given by Edward C. Kiesling and Beverly A.
Kiesling, Trustees of the Edward and Beverly
Kiesling Trust Dated the 16th day of October,
2014, mortgagors, in favor of Pinnacle Bank
Wyoming, mortgagee, dated August 13, 2018,
recorded August 14, 2018, in Book 380 of
Photos, Page 242, in the Records of the Clerk
of Weston County, Wyoming, given to secure
payment of a note in the original amount of
One Hundred Twenty Six Thousand Three
Hundred Seventy Eight Dollars and 00/100
($126,378.00). A modification of mortgage
was recorded on December 20, 2019, in Book
388 of Photos, Page 913 of the Records of
Weston County, Wyoming, and a modification
of mortgage was recorded August 18, 2020, in
Book 392 of Photos, page 700 of the Records
of Campbell County, Wyoming. The amount
due as of April 8, 2021, is One Hundred Thirty
Nine Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Three
Dollars and 16/100 ($139,553.16), plus accruing
interest, fees and costs. Said mortgage
contains a power of sale which by reason of
default the owner of the Note and Mortgage
declares to have become operative and no
suit or proceeding has been instituted at law
to recover the debt secured by the mortgage
or any part thereof, nor has any such suit or
proceeding been instituted and the same dis-
continued. Written notice of intent to foreclose

Legal Notice ................ ..

FORECLOSURE SALE NOTICE

Payment default occurred under the terms
of a promissory note (“Note”) and real estate
mortgage (“Mortgage”). The Mortgage dated
November 3, 2017 was granted by Jason
Donner (“Mortgagor”) to Sundance State Bank
(“Mortgagee”) as security for the Note of the
same date executed by Jason Donner. The
Mortgage was recorded on November 7, 2017
in the office of the Weston County Clerk as
Document # 763909, Book 375, Page 766 at the
County Clerk and ex-officio Register of Deeds in
and for Weston County, State of Wyoming.

The Mortgage contains a power of sale clause
which by reason of said default, the Mortgagee
declares to have become operative, and no
suit or proceeding has been instituted at law
to recover the debt secured by the Mortgage,
or any part thereof, nor has any such suit or
proceeding been instituted and the same discon-
tinued; and

Written notice of intent to foreclose the
Mortgage by advertisement and sale was served
upon the record owner and the party in posses-
sion of the mortgaged premises at least ten (10)
days prior to the commencement of this publica-
tion. The amount due upon the Mortgage as of
the date of first publication of this notice of sale
(4/29/2021) is calculated as $7,229.26, which
sum consists of the unpaid principal balance of
$6,154.89, plus accrued interest in the amount
of $123.62, plus $40.00 in late charges, plus
$910.75 in attorney fees and costs. Fees, costs,
interest and late charges continue to accrue
from and after the date of first publication of this
notice.

Sundance State Bank, as the Mortgagee,
will have the Mortgage foreclosed as provided
by law by causing the mortgaged property
described below to be sold at public venue by
the Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff in and for Weston

Legal Notice ................... .

SALE NOTICE

Sundance State Bank holds a security interest
in a 2000 Redman Bonanza mobile home, VIN
# 450027701540 (the “Personal Property”),
pursuant to an agreement dated August 11,

2017 executed and delivered by Jason Donner
to Sundance State Bank. Sundance State

Bank intends to enforce its security interest in
the Personal Property by causing the Personal
Property to be sold at public venue to the
highest bidder for cash at 10:00 o-clock in the
forenoon on June 1, 2021 at the front door of the
Weston County Courthouse located at 25 North
Sumner, Newcastle, Wyoming Weston County.

Public Notice .................. ...

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY, DIVISION OF AIR QUALITY PUBLIC
NOTICE:

In accordance with Chapter 6, Section
2(m) of the Wyoming Air Quality Standards
and Regulations, notice is hereby given
that the State of Wyoming, Department
of Environmental Quality, Division of Air
Quality, proposes to approve a request by
Mac Midstream, LLC to modify Air Quality
Permit MD-233 for the Newcastle Gas Plant
by replacing two (2) 150 hp Waukesha 1197G
engines (ENG004-ENGO005) with two (2) 379 hp
Waukesha F18SEU engines (ENG006-ENGO007),
adding a debutanizer tower, updating loading
emissions (LUDO0O01), and updating fugitive emis-
sions (FUGO001). The Newcastle Gas Plant is
located in the NW1/4 of Section 9, T42N, R64W,
approximately twenty-three (23) miles southwest
of Newcastle, in Weston County, Wyoming.

For the duration of the public comment period,
the permit application, the agency’s analysis,
and the public notice are available for public
inspection online at https://openair.wyo.gov,
utilizing facility ID FO00893 and permit number
P0032668 under permits. Additionally, during
the state of emergency declared by Governor
Gordon on March 13, 2020, if you have ques-
tions about or need assistance accessing
the materials, please contact Nancy Vehr, Air

the Mortgage by advertisement and sale has
been served upon the record owner and the
party in possession of the mortgaged premises
at least ten days prior to the commencement of
this publication. The property being foreclosed
upon may be subject to other liens and encum-
brances that will not be extinguished at the sale
and any prospective purchaser should research
the status of title before submitting the bid.
Therefore, said mortgage will be
foreclosed by sale of the real property
described as:
TOWNSHIP 46 NORTH, RANGE 64 WEST,
6TH P.M., WESTON COUNTY, WYOMING
SECTION 24: E1/2SW1/4, SW1/4SE1/4
SECTION 25: NW1/4NE1/4
which has the address of 347 Qil City Road,
Osage, Wyoming 82723, to be sold by public
auction by the Sheriff to the highest bidder, for
cash, at 10:00 a.m. on May 18, 2021, at the
front steps of the Weston County Courthouse,
1 West Main, Newcastle, Wyoming 82701. The
sale will take place only if a representative
of Pinnacle Bank Wyoming, or its agent, is
present.

Pinnacle Bank Wyoming
By: Michael J. Lansing
Chapman Valdez & Lansing
125 West 2nd Street

P.O. Box 2710

Casper, WY 82602

(307) 237-1983

(Publish: April 15, 22, 29, and May 6, 2021)

County, Wyoming to the highest bidder for

cash at 10:00 o’clock in the forenoon on June

1, 2021 at the front door of the Weston County
Courthouse located at 1 West Main, Newcastle,
Wyoming, for application on the above-described
amounts secured by the Mortgage, said mort-
gaged property being described as follows, to-wit
(the “Mortgaged Property”):

LOT 5 AND THE WEST 25 FEET OF LOT
6 IN BLOCK 29 OF SAWMILL ADDITION OF
THE TOWN OF UPTON, WESTON COUNTY,
WYOMING ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF RECORDED APRIL 21, 2014 AS
INSTRUMENT NUMBER 750924, which is
sometimes commonly known as 439 Division
Street, Upton, WY 82730, together with all
improvements thereon situate and all easements,
appurtenances, and fixtures thereto.

The Mortgaged Property does not include
the 2000 Redman Bonanza mobile home VIN #
450027701540 presently located at 439 Division
Street, Upton, WY 82730, or any personal prop-
erty not encumbered by the Mortgage. Sundance
State Bank anticipates offering the mobile home
for sale separately. Please contact Sundance
State Bank for information concerning the mobile
home.

The property being foreclosed upon may be
subject to other liens and encumbrances that will
not be extinguished at the sale and any prospec-
tive purchaser should research the status of title
before submitting a bid.

Sundance State Bank

By: Bradley C. Sweat

Crowley Fleck PLLP

111 West 2nd Street, Suite 220
Casper, WY 82601
1-844-280-7990

(Publish April 29, May 6, May 13, and May 20,
2021)

The Personal Property is located at 439 Division
Street, Upton, WY 82730 as of April 23, 2021.
Prospective purchasers may contact Sundance
State Bank at (307) 283-1074 for additional
information.

Sundance State Bank

By: Bradley C. Sweat

Crowley Fleck PLLP

111 West 2nd Street, Suite 220
Casper, WY 82601
1-844-280-7990

(Publish April 29, May 6, May 13, and May 20
2021)

Quality Division Administrator, Department
of Environmental Quality, 200 West 17th St.,
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002, by fax at 307-635-
1784, via phone at 307-777-3746, or via email
at Nancy.vehri@wyo.gov. In accordance with
the Americans with Disabilities Act, special
assistance or alternate formats will be made
available upon request for individuals with dis-
abilities

Written comments may be directed to Nancy
Vehr, Administrator, Division of Air Quality,
Department of Environmental Quality, 200
West 17th St., Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002,
or by fax at (307) 635-1784. Please reference
A0012129 in your comment. In addition, com-
ments can be submitted electronically at http://
ag.wyomingdeq.commentinput.com. However,
comments submitted by email will not be
included in the administrative record. All com-
ments received by 5:00 p.m., Monday, June 7,
2021 will be considered in the final determina-
tion on this application. A public hearing will be
conducted only if in the opinion of the admin-
istrator sufficient interest is generated or if an
aggrieved party so requests. For the duration
of the state of emergency declared by Governor
Gordon on March 13, 2020, public hearings
will be conducted telephonically. Para espafol,
visite deq.wyoming.gov.

(Publish May 6, 2021)

FIND EVERY PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLISHED IN WYOMING.

THEY CAN BE VIEWED AT
WWW.WYOPUBLICNOTICES.COM

Cowboy
State
[.ook-In

Courtesy of the
Wyoming News Exchange

Gas prices 1ncrease

CHEYENNE (WNE) — Wyoming gas
prices have risen 0.4 cents per gallon in the past
week, averaging $2.90 per gallon as of Monday,
according to GasBuddy.com’s daily survey of 494
stations in Wyoming.

Gas prices in Wyoming are 0.4 cents per gallon
higher than a month ago, and stand $1.10 per
gallon higher than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price reports, the

cheapest gas in Wyoming was priced at $2.55
per gallon Monday, while the most expensive
was $3.49 per gallon, a difference of 94 cents per
gallon.

The national average price of gasoline has risen
0.7 cents per gallon in the last week, averaging
$2.89 per gallon Monday. The national average
was up 1.8 cents per gallon from a month ago and
stands $1.13 per gallon higher than a year ago.

Wyoming gas seeks rate hike

GREYBULL (WNE) —
Wyoming Gas Company cus-
tomers in the Big Horn Basin
would see a 43% increase in
their monthly bills starting
June 1 if the company’s appli-
cation for an emergency rate
adjustment is approved in the
coming days by the Wyoming
Public Service Commission.

In a press release,
Wyoming Gas Company
(WGC) announced that it
applied for authorization to
adjust its Gas Cost

Factor from $0.2904/ ccfto
$0.6220, citing as the reason
“a very specific Extreme
Pricing Event in the natural
gas market that occurred for

a week in February of 2021.”

The average residential
customer uses 76ccf per
month, so the average monthly
bill will increase from $58.54
to $83.74, an increase of
$25.20 per month.

According to the WGC, the
cost of purchasing and trans-
porting gas to WGC’s system
is passed directly through to
the customer as the Gas Cost
Factor and a regulated utility
is not allowed to make or lose
money of the cost of gas.”

The Extreme Pricing Event
that the company referenced
in its release was Winter
Storm Uri, which between
Feb. 13-17

“hit a large portion of the
middle of the United States,
sending temperatures plum-
meting and energy usage sky-
rocketing.

“Winter Storm Uri had a
major impact on the state of
Texas, straining the electrical
grid to the point that many
people were out of electricity
for days,” said the company in
the release. “Unfortunately, as
electricity producers scram-
bled to fill the gap left by the
loss of renewable energy and
the lack of natural gas from
frozen production, the whole-
sale market price for natural
gas, which is unregulated, rose
astronomically.”

Public health orders extended

CASPER (WNE) — Wyoming’s last public
health orders will stay active for at least two
more weeks, the state health department
announced Wednesday.

Just two health orders remain in Wyoming
with COVID-19 infections low and vaccina-
tions widely available. One order imposes
limits on large indoor gatherings. The other
requires masks in educational facilities, like
K-12 schools and college campuses. Those rules
have been extended through May 16.

The latter requirement has caused some con-
troversy in the Natrona County School District,
which plans to seek an exception to the mask
mandate at a May 10 board of trustees meeting.

COVID-19 cases in Wyoming have fallen
drastically since the height of the pandemic here
this fall and winter. At one point in November,

nearly 12,000 people — 2% of the population
— had an active COVID-19 infection. Nearly
250 people were hospitalized with the virus in
late November.

This spring, active cases have hovered
between 300 and 550 and fewer than 25 people
statewide have been hospitalized with the virus
since March.

Eighteen Wyoming counties are now catego-
rized as having low or very low virus transmis-
sion levels, according to a White House task
force. The state overall is categorized as having
moderate transmission.

Nearly 25% of the state is fully vaccinated
against the virus. Further broken down, 32% of
adults 18 and over and more than 55% of adults
65 and over have been vaccinated, according to
the health department.

Drug Take Back Day successtul

CHEYENNE (WNE)
— Across Wyoming, 1,242
pounds of wunused and
unwanted prescription drugs
were collected last weekend
during the most recent
National Prescription Drug
Take Back Day, said David
Tyree, resident agent in
charge of Wyoming’s Drug
Enforcement Administration
field office.

That’s 1,242 pounds less
than could end up acciden-
tally consumed by a child, or
taken from a medicine cabinet
by someone to whom they
aren’t prescribed. National
Prescription Drug Take Back

Day usually takes place in
April and October of each
year, and is a partnership
between the DEA and local
law enforcement.

“It’s just an opportunity to
remove risk ... just making sure
that if someone is struggling
with substance use, that those
opportunities to maybe grab
some old pills or something
like that, that those opportuni-
ties are removed,” Wyoming
Institute  of  Population
Health’s Brittany Wardle said.

According to the 2019
National Survey on Drug Use
and Health conducted by the
U.S. Department of Health

and Human Services, 9.7
million people over the age of
12 misused prescription pain
relievers, 4.9 million misused
prescription stimulants, and
5.9 million misused prescrip-
tion tranquilizers or sedatives.

The same survey found
50.8% of misused prescription
pain relievers were given by,
bought from or taken from a
friend or relative.

Wardle, who was present
at a Pine Bluffs collection site
over the weekend, said more
than seven pounds of unused
prescription drugs were col-
lected in the town of just over
1,000 people.

ITC to host carbon capture research

GILLETTE (WNE) — Less than two weeks
removed from announcing the winners of the
NRG COSIA Carbon XPrize, the Integrated Test
Center is at the center of another large, high-
profile carbon capture project.

Gov. Mark Gordon announced Friday after-
noon that the ITC, attached to the Dry Fork
Station coal-fired power plant about 10 miles
north of Gillette, will host one of two large U.S.
Department of Energy CO2 capture research
projects.

The DOE has awarded $99 million to a pair
of projects to continue their research into Phase
IIT of the federal Demonstration of Large-Scale
Pilot Carbon Capture Technologies program.

One of those Phase III projects is from
a group called Membrane Technology and

Research (MTR), which was awarded $51.7
million. Along with other non-federal financial
backing, the project will bring more than $64
million in research money to Wyoming and
Campbell County, Gordon said in a press release
announcing the funding awards.

“This is exactly the type of research that was
envisioned when the ITC was developed and
Wyoming will continue to support these efforts,”
Gordon said in a news release.

CarbonBuilt, a research team from the
University of California-Los Angeles, was one
of two teams of scientists that tested their
CO2 capture and reuse technologies at the ITC
last summer. On April 19, CarbonBuilt was
announced as one of two XPrize winners, with
each getting a $7.5 million award.

DEADLINE FOR LEGALS IS FRIDAY
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How to place a
classified
advertisement:

News Letter Journal
PO Box 40 » Newcastle WY 82701

(307) 746-2777 « FAX (307) 746-2660
email: classifieds@newslj.com

Send Classifieds via email, in a Word/Text
document, call, or drop at the office.

OR

Cards of Thanks & In Memorium:
$8 up to 50 words; $15 up to 100 words

Classified
Rates

Business Rate: $10.80 per week
for 4 lines (approximately 20 words);
$2.50 per line thereafter.
Non-Commercial Rate: $5 per week
for 4 lines (approximately 20 words);
15¢ each word thereafter

Prepaid Cash Rate: 3 weeks/20 words/$10

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 5 PM
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Full-Time Special Education Teacher Position

Weston County School District #1 has an opening for a full-time Special
Education Teacher for the 2021-2022 school year. Candidates must hold
or be eligible for a Wyoming Teaching Certificate. Applicants should include
a letter of interest, resume, letters of reference, and a completed Wyoming
Statewide Application to WCSD #1, 116 Casper Ave.,
Newcastle, WY 82701. 307-746-4451.
The position will be opened until filled.
WCSD #1isanE.O.E.

NOW HIRING
Bakery/Deli Clerks

Full-time and part-time positions include
some evenings and weekends.
Employee discounts and beneﬁts. EOE.

Apply in person or send resumé to
Decker’s Market, P.O. Box 249,
Newcastle, WY 82701
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Lahor positions & engineering intern

The City of Newcastle is seeking seasonal summer help for
labor positions and an engineering intern. Applicants must be
18 years of age and have a current valid Wyoming Driver’s
License. Minimum starting wage is $9.50/hr. Applications can
be obtained at City Hall located at 10 W. Warwick,
Newcastle, Wyoming 82701 or at

===
| == newcastlewyoming.org/.

The City of Newcastle is an equal opportunity employer.

NOW HIRING
Gift Shop Manager

Full-time manager for gift shop.
Employee discounts and benefits. EOE.
Apply in person or send resumé to

Decker’s Floral & Gift, P.O. Box
249, Newcastle, WY 82701

Decker’s

FLORAL & GIFT

gz 24' S75/mo
"% 20" - 550/ mo
10’ % 107 - $25/mo

-
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& Discounted
Rent Prices

Call (307) 746-8815

News Letter Journal * 14 W. Main * Newcastle

» Great Gifts for Mother’s Day

Bakery Open Fridays & Saturdays

Mon. - Sat. 9am - 5pm | Sun. closed

e Hand-Quilted Quilts - Crafts
= Chocolates - Jams - Jellies
« Pickled Items - Bedroom &
Dining Room Sets - Leather
Tack & Crafts - Lots of Small

Wooden Crafts = Outdoor
Furniture & Rocking Chairs

« Gift Certificates Available

Homemade Donuts Saturdays

NEWCASTLE
APARTMENTS

has 1, 2, and 3 bedroom
apartments for rent. HUD
subsudized. Section 8.
Rental based on income.
2115 Delaware * Newcastle, WY

(307) 746-9330

369 TRABING ROAD
BUFFALO, WY
307-217-97317

1-25 South from Buffalo - Exit 291:
Turn left on Trabing Road,

2 miles east on right side
Cash or check only
Sorry, no debit or
credit cards accepted

TDD 1-800-877-9975

This institution
is an equal
opportunity provider.

WE ARE HIRING!

Gateway Travel Center
Taco John’s & Hot Stuff Pizza
Are you looking for a part-time job?
Maybe 3 days a week? Stop in and visit
with us! We can make your days more

exciting and get you out of the house!
We have some full-time openings also!
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Rocky Mountain Propane
Mike Smith ¢ (307) 949-0765
Please call for pricing

Pick up an application
in person. EOE

Gateway Travel Center

307-746-2020
5007 U.S. Hwy. 16
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\/

Use local
pick-up or
delivery!
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WESTON COUNTY

HEALTH SERVICES

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES!

Weston County Health Services is currently accepting
applications for the following positions.
Please see our website at www.wchs-wy.org
for more details.

Position Status

Home MaKer ........coeiiiiiiiiii e FT

Occupational Therapist ...........cccooeiiiiiiieee FT
Laboratory Tech ....... MT/MLJT, with ASCP preferred, FT
RN — Long-term Care .........cccocveeeeeeeeecin. FT/PT/PRN
RN Acute Care .........ooeeveiiiiiiiieeee e PRN
Nutrition Support Aide .........cccooviiiiiiiieee e, PT
CNA FT/PT/PRN
Physical Therapy Assistant ...........ccoccoiiiiiiiiieen. FT
Dietary Aide ........coooiiiiiiiiii e PRN
Environmental Services Aide .........cccoeeciiieeeeeiiinnns PRN

Employment Applications can be found on our website
or picked up at the hospital front desk.
Fax completed applications/resume packets to 307-746-3726,
or email CTurner@wchs-wy.org. _
WCHS performs post offer, f‘
pre-employment drug screening. EOE. L8
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love nature behind the Black
Iand the unex- Hills National

pected that Cemetery, and
sometime grace then we were
my life. One off, taking a

of the surprises leisure drive into

I’ve had over the Hills.
the past two and I was privi-
a half years has leged to be able

to ride in Don
Taylor’s side-by-side. I had the
wrong idea about what to expect, e S Faca At Sais T Cé’
though. Now I know these ATVs == 3wk o = ' AT S A R L e Bl T = =
have some power. It was that fact Photos by Walter Sprague/NLJ
that influenced my perceptions about Taking a trip in the Black Hills outside of Sturgis, a group of 14 Newcastle individuals put in 41 miles on side-
what off-roading was all about. 1 by-side ATVs of rough trails on Saturday. Above, Mike Hodge continues the ATV run in his Talon, after lunch.

been the quality

of people, good acquaintances and
beautiful friendships I have encoun-
tered in Newcastle. And, of course,
my job at the News Letter Journal
has allowed me to experience events
and places I would never have been

able to otherwise.

One of those experi-
ences came up on
Saturday. The weather
outlook was fantastic
for the weekend, and
Don Taylor had a bril-
liant brainstorm. Even
though it was early in
the season, he felt that it
was a great idea to put
together an ATV run. He
started to organize it on
Tuesday. By Saturday
morning, 14 of us met
in Decker’s parking lot with seven
ATVs and one four-wheeler. We
shortly caravanned to Sturgis, South
Dakota, for a 41-mile trek through
the Black Hills National Forest. R.J.
Ludwick, of Sturgis, and a friend
of Garrett Borton, let us park the
trucks and trailers at his place, right

expected everyone to
gun the engines all the
time, flying over hills and
catching air. And while

I was excited about this
run, | was experiencing
some apprehension
because Garrett had
invited me to take pic-
tures. To be fair, he and
Don had told me that this
was not going to happen,
but I hold on to things
sometimes.

“It’s really kind of lazy
fun,” Don told me, “You take your
time and enjoy the mountains.”

He was right. We covered 41
miles that day, but it took hours. The
first leg of the adventure was going
up steep trails, sometimes rough,
sometimes pretty smooth, but always
at a leisure pace. I was astounded, at

o

Walter Sprague
Walter-Doodles

22> = . - PoEEN =

Above, even though the weather was beautiful on Saturday, there were
plenty of muddy and wet areas on the trails for the ATV run. At right,
the group moved down some of the trails that are part of the Black Hills
National Forest. Above, inset, Don Taylor brought a portable grill and
cooked some cheddar brats for friends.

first, how well these ATVs handled
the tracks. Not once did it feel as

if we were out of control. Garrett
and Holly Borton were in the lead,
towing a trailer and carrying their
dog, Sniper. Even the trailer never
looked as if it were in danger. It was
a lazy, perfect ride. It took us an hour
or so to ascend about 1,300 feet from
Vanocker Canyon south of Sturgis

to an elevation of 5,300 feet in the
Black Hills National Forest. For the
record, I am hooked on ATVs. I must
get one soon.

We stopped at the top of the
mountain, had lunch, and the most
important thing of all, we had great
camaraderie. I got to meet new
people and grew closer to friends I
already had. More about this in a bit.

Don had brought a small portable
grill, some cheddar brats and potato
salad. There was also plenty of cold
beers, cola and water to help wash
the dust down. I’'m not sure how
long we all stayed on top of that
mountain, but it was a nice long
break, filled with good food and
great conversations.

And that view! We had an almost
360-degree panoramic view of the
Black Hills and the rolling plains off
in the distance. Bear Butte was mag-
nificently on display. The butte is a
geological laccolith feature located
near Sturgis and was made a state
park in 1961. If you’ve never seen
this feature, [ highly recommend it.

I’ve seen the Black Hills on
several occasions, of course, but I
had never viewed them like this.
I’ve been to lots of mountains and
forests, but there is something extra-
special about the beauty in the Black
Hills that has captured me. I think
the jutting rock formations are the
best I have ever seen. Don said that,
although ponderosa pine may be sort
of ordinary individually, when they
are all grouped as they are there,
they are magnificent. He’s right. It is
quite a view.

For me, the most important and

GENERAC

A Smarter
Way to Power
Your Home.
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Power your home, save money and
be prepared for utility power outages
with the PWRcell, a solar + battery
storage system.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE

(844) 910-3226

*Offer value when purchased at retail.
**Financing available through authorized
Generac partners.

Solar panels sold separately.

PWREED

SOLAR + BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM

GENERAC
PWRETD

memorable part of this day was not
the ride nor the raw beauty of nature.
It was the people. Once again, I was
able to connect with some won-
derful people in this area. And [ am
convinced there is no place on earth
where the people are more genuine
and full of love for one another. |
got to know Troy Cade, the Bortons,
and especially Don Taylor a little bit
better. And I am looking forward to
more days where I will be blessed to
be around such wonderful friends. It
was also an honor to meet some new
people, such as Karol and David
Garduno, Jack and Cedar Scribner
and Mike Hodge. I also got to laugh
along with the children’s antics.
Carlee and Braylee Borton and Tyler
Mills’ daughter, Ashlynn, were a
delight. Again, my perception of

some wild ride and catching air was
shattered. It was an event meant for
simple friendships and the whole
family, with plenty of fun for the
kids as well.

That’s what I think will be the
true meaning of what took place
that day. We spent a few hours in
which problems were shed. What
mattered was spending time with
one another. And as marvelous as it
is to get away from it all and enjoy
nature, the most important and
lasting reason for doing things like
this is just that: family and friends.
Nothing else holds a candle to the
bonds made among people when
your goal is nothing more than just
getting together and loving each
other. Those are the moments I will
cherish for the rest of my life.

TV-EARS

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TVeEars Original”
_$129-95

Put on your TV-Ears®

and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Over 2 million

satisfied customers

NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $59%

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

A powerful hearing aid
for television since 1998

Call 1-888-572-0424

M-F 6am—6pm PST

2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

TV : EARS

~7T ; EARS,
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