
By Todd Bennington 
of NLJ

Some local residents and 
construction contractors have 
expressed concern regarding a 
new building currently under 
construction in Newcastle that 
is intended to house the offices 
of the Department of Family 
Services and the Department 
of Workforce Services, telling 
the News Letter Journal the bid 
proposal process undertaken 
by the state appears to have 
lacked transparency. 

The building, which is being 
built by Russell Construction 
of Douglas adjacent to the 
Shopko parking lot, will be 
privately owned, with the state 
paying $82,950 annually on an 
initial 10-year lease, according 
to a statement issued by 
Department of Family Services 
Director Steve Corsi. 

Daniela Lucero of the 
Department of Administration 
and Information, the state 
agency which oversaw the 
bidding for the project, 
explained to NLJ how the 
request for proposals was  
sent out.

“We maintain a bidder’s list 
for each county … The [request 
for proposal] was mailed to 
everyone that was on the list 

… It’s up to the businesses, the 
contractors, to call to tell us to 
put them on the list.”

In addition to those already 
on the state-maintained list, 
Lucero said that local contrac-
tors Leighton Construction & 
Services, Anderson Plumbing 
& Contracting, JackMaster 
Construction, and, seem-
ingly inexplicably, Decker’s 
Market, a grocery store, had 
also been contacted in regard 
to the project.

Asked how a contractor can 
go about being added to the 
list, Lucero said the process is 
a straightforward one.

“They just call the procure-
ment office here in Cheyenne, 
the [Administration and 
Information] Procurement 
Office, and tell us they wish 
to be added to the bidding list 
… and they can specify if they 
just want one county or the 
whole state. But they need to 
let us know.”

Still, Robert Leighton 
of Leighton Construction & 
Services, whose company was 
among those Lucero claimed 
the state had contacted, said 
he didn’t recall receiving the 
request for proposal and neither 
had at least one other local 
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Report details tax revenue decline
By Todd Bennington of NLJ

A recently released annual report 
produced by the State of Wyoming’s 
Economic Analysis Division titled 
Wyoming  Sales, Use, and Lodging 
Tax Revenue Report indicates total 

sales and use tax collections declined 
in fiscal year 2013 by 4.5 percent 
after experiencing strong growth the 
two previous years.  

According to the report, the con-
struction & transportation and ware-
housing industries suffered the most 

substantial declines of 23.1 percent 
and 19.6 percent, respectively, from 
the year prior, while mining — 
including oil and gas extraction — 
was down 8.8 percent. 

“Wyoming’s economic recovery 
has slowed down since the second 

quarter of 2012 as weak prices for 
coal and natural gas put the brakes on 
the state’s energy extraction industry,” 
Dr. Wenlin Liu, principal economist 
with the Economic Analysis Division, 
is quoted as saying in an accompa-
nying press release.

Weston County was among those 
hardest hit with a decline in overall 
sales and use taxes collections of 
28.2 percent, second only to Sublette 
County, which was down by 33.9 

— See Taxes, Page 3

— See Building, Page 11

DFS building 
construction 
questioned

Santa’s sleigh 
is on its way
By Todd Bennington of NLJ

Christmas will come a few days early for some lucky 
patron of Newcastle’s downtown, who will find him or herself 
rewarded for shopping close to home this year with a sleigh 
full of goodies courtesy of local businesses participating in the 
Santa Sleigh Giveaway. 

As Tony Sandoval, proprietor of Main Street’s Lunatic’s 
sports and hobby shop explained of the promotion — his 
brainchild — Newcastle lacks big box stores and other major 
shopping draws and so, “We have to try to bring the public 
to us, and what better way than to give them a chance to win 
something.”

“Each business that participates has a box to put tickets 
in,” Sandoval explained enthusiastically, “and a name is 
drawn from each one of those boxes from each one of those 
businesses to put into a final drawing. The whole concept is 
to get customers to go back and forth between the businesses 
downtown … The more they shop around, the more chances 
they have to be in that final drawing.”

“Since technically Wyoming is not a gambling state, you 
can’t purchase a ticket for a chance to win,” Sandoval con-
tinued with a Santa-like wink. “You’re purchasing to become a 
valued customer. Now once you are a valued customer you are 
given a ticket. But you have to become valued first. You’re not 
purchasing a ticket. You’re becoming a valued customer. Each 
business sets their determination as to what they [consider] to 
be a valued customer. For me it’s 50 bucks, [because] I don’t 
have a lot of stuff that’s under $20.”

Depending on how much one purchases at a given shop 
then, and how much that particular shop considers a valued 
customer ticket to be worth, it is quite possible to have a 
number of tickets in one shop’s box. Repeat that process at 
other participating downtown stores, and one’s chance of 
winning big increases dramatically. 

“One thing we want to stress this year is that the more you 

— See Sleigh, Page 11

By Denice Pisciotti of NLJ

Earlier this year at the 
Wyoming legislative session, 
lawmakers made the choice to 
opt out of the Medicaid expan-
sion. When they reconvene in 
2014, they will revisit the deci-
sion. When the board of Weston 
County Health Services met 
on Nov. 21 they discussed the 
impact that decision will have on 
the facility.

According to informa-
tion WCHS Chief Executive 
Officer Maureen Cadwell 
received from the Wyoming 
Hospital Association, the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care 
Act directs states to offer cov-
erage to adults below 138 percent 
of Family Poverty Level, which 

is $15,401 for single adults and 
$31,809 for a family of four in 
2012. Except for administrative 
costs that are matched at 50 
percent, the federal government 
will bear 100 percent of the 
cost for newly eligible adults, 
according to the ACA: 100 
percent for the first three years, 
declining to 90 percent by 2020 
and beyond.

It continued to explain that an 
“escape clause” could be written 
into the Wyoming law to allow 
the state to exit the program if 
the federal government doesn’t 
keep its promise to pay.

The Supreme Court made the 
decision in June of 2012 to allow 
states to opt out of the Medicaid 
expansion; Wyoming was one of 
the states that did so.

“On behalf of hospitals, we 
think the Medicaid Expansion 
is a good thing. Because the 
majority of people we see who 
don’t have insurance are in the 
emergency room, which is a 
higher level of cost to every-
body,” explained Cadwell. “If 
we can get people to sign up for 
insurance and or Medicaid, that 
is going to help us in the end.”

Rep. Hans Hunt, R-Wyo, 
attended the WCHS meeting in 
November, during which Board 
Treasurer Barry Peterson asked 
his opinion regarding the pos-
sibility of Medicaid Expansion.

“I think that it is more viable 
and do-able. I am always leery of 
the federal government picking 
up the tab on things. I am a little 
more open to how that at least 

will roll out,” Hunt replied.
WCHS Chief Financial 

Officer Lynn Moller reported 
to the board that 12.26 percent 
of the facility’s patients are cur-
rently self-pay, which consti-
tutes an eighth of their revenue. 
However, self-pay accounts 
make up about a quarter of 
accounts receivable and are 61 
percent of all accounts received 
over 180 days. Charity care was 
only half a percent of revenue.

“Bad debt as a percentage 
of self-pay revenue was 45 
percent. So 45 percent of our 
self-pay ends up going to bad 
debt. If we look at bad debt 
as a total percentage of hos-
pital revenue, it is about 5.69 

By Denice Pisciotti of NLJ
 
Dee Dee Hawk, director of the Game 

and Fish Wildlife Forensics and Fish 
Health laboratory in Laramie, was recently 
honored with the prestigious Boone and 
Crockett award from the Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies. The Newcastle 
High School graduate received the honor 
for demonstrating outstanding achieve-
ment as a prime mover in recognized 
wildlife programs.

“This award, although it was given to 
me, obviously was a huge team effort by 
everybody in the lab to do what we do 
to be successful at the law enforcement 
[level] prosecuting crimes and making 
sure hatcheries are stocking safe fish. It is 
a team effort. The award is in my name, 
but it is truly [myself] and my team that 
won the award,” Hawk said humbly.

In the Game and Fish laboratory at the 
University of Wyoming campus, at the 
Biological Sciences Building, Hawk helps 
solve Wyoming wildlife crimes. The lab 

— See Hawk, Page 10

WCHS in favor of Medicaid expansion

Hawk recognized for forensic work

Ol' Tyme Christmas
First State Bank's float during the Newcastle Area Chamber of Commerce's Lighted Christmas Parade Friday took first place 
in the For-Profit category. See more from the event on Page 8. (Photo by Denice Pisciotti/NLJ)

Submitted photo

Jeff Vonk, secretary of the South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks and 2012-2013 AFWA 
President, with Dee Dee Hawk and Paul Phillips, a long-time member of the Boone 
& Crockett Club, who came especially to assist with the presentation.

— See Medicaid, Page 11
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Our View

We are only four weeks away from announcing the News Letter 
Journal Person of the Year for 2013, and we hope our readers 
will flood the newspaper with nominees prior to the Dec. 16 

deadline.
We will announce our Person of the Year in the Jan. 2, 2014, issue of 

the NLJ, and that newspaper will be filled with feature stories about the 
eight to 10 individuals who made the biggest impact on Newcastle and 
Weston County over the course of the past year.

At this time of year, it is easy to see the positive results produced 
by those community members who so selflessly donate their time and 
resources to provide things for those in need, and as a result the kindest 
and most compassionate among us are always well represented in the 
issue that honors people who made a difference here.

We're sure that will be the case this year as well, and we look forward 
to receiving those nominations and telling the stories of the most obvi-
ously good-hearted folks in our midst, and perhaps even naming one of 
them as our Person of the Year.

But we'd also like to challenge our readers this year to submit names 
of not-so-obvious choices, so we may be able to recognize others whose 
contributions aren't as apparent, but whose roles are just as important.

We're looking for the unsung heroes who work behind the scenes, the 
unheralded servants who doggedly and consistently labor day after day to 
provide things that we may take for granted, and maybe even the unpop-
ular leaders who make tough choices in the face of certain criticism 
because they realize the buck has to stop somewhere.

We're talking about public servants who toil in ordinary jobs, but 
perform those jobs exceptionally well and do so without fail. We're 
thinking about business people who provide goods and services here 
despite the fact that they could do so more profitably somewhere else, 
and we're referring to leaders in all walks of life who have the talent, 
skill, knowledge and conviction to succeed anywhere in the world, but 
choose to utilize those abilities in Weston County because of their love 
for this community and its people, and the sense of pride and loyalty they 
possess for their hometown.

These are the people that make this the best place in the world to live, 
and who are constantly striving to make it even better — sometimes at 
great sacrifice or discomfort to themselves — and they are the folks we 
want to honor in our first issue of 2014.

We urge you to think hard about the people who have made a dif-
ference here, and help us recognize them. Send your nominees to News 
Letter Journal, 14 W. Main St., Newcastle, WY 82701. You can also 
email them to editor@newslj.com or just drop them by our office. Include 
the nominee's name, and brief sentence or paragraph about why you 
think they should be our Person of the Year for 2013.

Impact players

News Letter Journal

Deadline for Letters 
noon on Friday

Letters to the Editor..................................................................

Conservatives need a 
stronger voice
Dear Editor,

With all due respect to Don Thorson, 
the opinion he has is just that. It is not a 
consensus, he does not speak for all of 
us. There are many who are frustrated 
at the old man's club that has become 
the Republican party. We have lost 
two general elections, the old 
guard needs to step aside and 
let a tougher, more aggressive 
group prevail. The Democrats 
knew they had to change, 
and to the detriment of the 
Republican party they did it 
successfully. 

Many conservatives are 
sick and tired of elected lead-
ership towing the line with Democrats, 
the result of which is a rogue Harry Reid 
doing whatever the hell he wants, and 
apparent inability from the Republicans 
to stop him. Reid woǹ t even listen, never 
mind put a Republican plan on the senate 
floor on any major issue. We need voices 
who say enough! 

So many of those elected forget their 
promises to constituents, they forget how 
to fight and they become complacent and 
ineffective after too many years in office 
— getting along to get ahead.

I recently had an opportunity to 
hear both Senator Mike Enzi and Liz 
Cheney speak. Enzi spent a good bit 
of his time telling us how impossible 
it was to deal with Harry Reid and 
how, although he had many personal 
friendships with Democrats, the divide 
between parties is greater than ever. He 

never explained how those friendships 
might help him to change that and 
force Reid into a compromise.

Personally, I think Ted Cruz said 
it best; "I didǹ t come to the Senate to 
make 99 new best friends," and that 
is the tone many of us want here in 
Wyoming. 

We are in an incredibly difficult time, 
a time where the ideological differences 

between Liberals and Conservatives 
seem impossible to breach.  

I personally want a 
fighter, I want a voice, a 
loud voice, and Liz Cheney 
seems to understand our 
frustration at the "norm" in 
Washington DC.

—Gillian Sears

Stand up and 
reclaim our rights

Dear Editor,
Amendment 10 to the United States 

Constitution reads, "the powers not 
delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States respec-
tively, or to the people."

Where in the Constitution does it say 
anything about the federal government 
telling us how to educate our children, 
regulate our air, water or land, protect 
plants and animals or take care of our 
health needs?

These things are (or should be) 
"reserved to the states respectively, or to 
the people." We need to become more 
forceful in regaining these rights for our-
selves and our state.

—Jean Harshbarber
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Giving Dad his due in a world of women

Teacher's kids have nowhere to hide

When picking out names for their 
firstborn, Gannon Michael was at the 
top of my parents’ list.

They wanted me to have the ini-
tials GMC, for my dad’s career and for 
his love of cars, and from the begin-
ning, whether I was a girl or a boy, he 
was going to share his interests with 
me. Instead of getting a son that could 
enjoy the same hobbies as my father, 
however, he got two daughters.

Whether it’s a secret or not, most 
fathers want a son to be able to play 
catch with or do other father-son activ-
ities with. My dad would’ve wanted 
someone who could share his love of 
cars with.  

He would have enjoyed having a son 
who would want to learn about the dif-
ferent cars and how they work.  My 
dad also could have taught him how to 
fix a car if it was not working properly.  
Since he really likes cars, he would 
have shared it with his children — son 
or daughter — but a son might have 
appreciated it more. 

To try to make up for not having 
a son, I, being the oldest, do with my 
dad what he would have done with a 
son. A lot of hobbies he has made me 

try are not very commonplace for a 
daughter to do. 

For example, he’s made me do a lot 
with cars. He’s taught me how to drag 
race, mud bog, and truck pull, and 
I learned all of these skills over the 
course of one summer because I was 
finally old enough to drive. I also work 
at Outlaw Motors, putting the cars on 
the website.

I am around cars a lot 
for a daughter, but I don’t 
really mind.  

He has also had me try 
hobbies that don’t deal with 
cars, but are just as mascu-
line. My dad has taught me 
how to shoot a gun, how 
to weld, and how to drive 
a tractor. Learning how to 
drive a tractor might not 
seem as strange if I actually 
lived on a farm, but I don’t.  

I don’t mind though, because not 
many people can say they’ve done the 
activities my father has introduced me 
to. Sometimes I might be a bit skep-
tical to try some of these hobbies, but I 
always enjoy them.  

Even though my dad may have 

wanted a son to begin with, he has 
adapted to having daughters. For 
instance, he really enjoys watching vol-
leyball games now. When most people 
see my dad, they couldn’t imagine 
that he would like watching volley-
ball, but he really gets into it. He takes 
stats during each one of my games and 
gives me pointers. My father is really 

supportive in all that I do, 
even though he said he would 
rather me just drag race than 
play a sport.  

I know that he likes to 
share his favorite activities 
with me because he knows 
that I would like them. 

He even got my mom to 
drag race. My sister is still 
too young to be able to drive, 
but once she gets her license, 
he will have her in a car, 
speeding down the runway. 

A son might have taken less persua-
sion to drag race or mud bog, but I still 
ended up trying them.

My dad has also tried to compen-
sate for living with three girls, and 
most of our dogs have been males, so 
he would not feel completely alone in 

the house.  
He’s also a very quiet man, as he 

never gets to talk with three girls in the 
house. He is lucky if he gets ten words 
in at the dinner table because between 
my sister and I, we talk nonstop. My 
dad has “selective hearing” as well, 
which means he just zones us out or 
starts thinking about other topics while 
we are talking.  

Another way he’s adapted was 
when he takes us to car auctions 
because he always makes sure there is 
a fun activity for us to do while he is 
at the auction. 

Whether it is shopping or going to 
a zoo, he makes sure we are not bored 
the whole time. My father is very 
considerate of whatever we might 
want to do.

Although my dad has made me do 
some of these activities, I do really 
enjoy them. I like learning new hobbies 
that we can bond over, and he may 
have wanted a son, but now he loves 
having daughters. I am so lucky to have 
had the opportunity to have tried these 
things, and I know that he wants me 
to try them because he loves me and 
knows I will have fun.

It is senior skip day, and I, a fellow senior, am 
sitting in class just like any other day. 

This is the epitome of the life surrounding a 
child with two teachers as parents. Although it may 
have a few perks, being a teacher’s daughter some-
times just plain … sucks. 

Ever since I can remember, I couldn’t 
get away with any type of misconduct 
when it came to school. A majority of the 
teachers within the community have asso-
ciated with my parents not only on a pro-
fessional level, but also on a personal level, 
which makes it quite difficult for me to get 
away with any misbehaving. 

Most children could get away with 
some occasional mischief at school 
without their parents ever hearing about it. 

Then there was me. If I was to get in 
even the slightest bit of trouble, I would 
walk through the door after school to find 
both of my parents, hands firmly crossed against 
their chests. The first words out of their mouths — 
in unison of course — ran along the lines of, “Is 
there something you need to tell us?” 

I learned early on that there was no use in trying 
to lie my way out of it. The best response for me was 
to just tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth to avoid more extensive consequences. 

When extra credit opportunities were presented 
in classes, I was almost always forced to complete 
the work, but just like any teenager, I always tried to 
get out of it.

“Mom I have a 96 percent in the class. I don’t 
need the extra credit,” and her response, without fail, 
was always “But, what if something comes up and 
you end up failing some test?” 

As the daughter of two teachers, I knew it was 
always expected that my homework, and extra 

credit, was to be done, and handed in on 
time. 	

Since my parents have been teaching 
in this community for a number of years, 
most of the people in town have either 
been taught by my parents, or at least 
know who they are. 

Because of this, my parents literally 
have eyes and ears everywhere. Some kids 
led their parents to believe that they were 
headed to school while secretly having 
the intent of spending the day with their 
friends Ferris Bueller style, but I never 
had such a luxury.  

Some parents allow their children to periodically 
take a day off of school to take a quick trip over 
to Rapid, or to just have a day at home, but as said 
before, there are no skip days for the students who 
have teachers for parents. 

When I was younger, I was often informed that 
the only reason I have acquired good grades is 
because my parents do all my homework for me. 

Honestly though, if these people took a step back 
and realized that my parents have other responsi-
bilities on their plates, they would discover that my 
parents have less time to do my homework than I do! 

Between playing teacher, parent, athletic director, 
firefighter, and still having some semblance of a life, 
my parents don’t have time to sit around and “hold 
my hand” while I complete my assignments.

Now, this isn’t to say that my parents don’t have 
some influence on my grades. Although I complain 
about having two parents as teachers, it’s not all 
negative. 

With as long as my parents have been teaching, 
they have taught virtually every subject that I’ve 
ever taken. Because of this, my parents are able 
to help me with the occasional math problem or 
English paper that puts me in a bind.  

My parents have higher expectations for me 
based solely on the fact that they are teachers, and 
this is in no way a negative aspect of my life. I am 
so thankful for the way my parents have pushed me 
because I know that I wouldn’t be the driven and 
responsible student that I am without them. 

Even though it might be difficult at times to be 
the daughter of not one, but two, teachers, it’s not 
always bad. 

In the end, I know that it won’t be those days 
when I was forced to go to school that I will 
remember. Instead, I will reminisce and fondly 
recall having two parents who cared about both my 
education and my life, and who pushed me to reach 
my full potential. 

Besides, I know with certainty that when I 
become a teacher, I will follow in my parent’s foot-
steps and my kids will also be sitting in class on 
senior skip day.

Todd Bennington
Reporter



I’ve heard it said that “good 
fences make good neigh-
bors” but I’ve found in my 

own life that the best neigh-
bors are the ones that you get 
to know. There are all kinds 
of neighbors: young and old, 
sweet and grumpy, the ones 
below, next door and above, 
the ones who rise early and 
the ones who sleep late, and 
each with their own set of 
preferences and problems. 

My husband and I live in 
a walk-up apartment on the 
second floor and we have 
encountered all kinds of 
neighbors — the older couple 
across the hall, the couple 
from Belgium who live below 
us, the quiet bachelor down 
the hall, the young married 
couple next door — they all 
are so different and yet each 
one is so special. 

The elderly couple across 
the hall who first seemed 
wary — even grumpy con-
sidering the thought — of the 
“new people” soon became 
one of the first people that 
I could always count on to 
brighten my day with an eager 
smile as we walked up the 
stairs together and shared in 
each other’s day. 

The couple from Belgium 
— no matter how much they 

complain about noise at every 
meeting and explain how 
early they go to bed — will 
always play their TV late into 
the night at a volume even 
a deaf person could hear. 
And though it is something 
that I will never understand, 
and even drives me crazy if 
I think about it too much, it 
is wonderful getting to know 
them as people and learning 
all about the languages they 
know and the culture they are 
from. It is a little easier to 
bear your differences when 
you share life with people and 
learn about all their hopes and 
dreams. They are no longer 
that annoying person you have 
to live with, but rather that 
person that is far away from 
home in a strange country 
with strange customs, looking 
for a friend. 

The quiet bachelor down 
the hall we didn’t even know 
lived there until several 
months of living here but is 
one of the sweetest people I 
have ever met. We’ve learned 
he is not only a very talented 
soccer player but also cooks 
some pretty amazing moose-
meat tacos and only drinks 
“Kool-Aid” from Columbia 
that is a special Columbian 
berry flavor.

The young married couple 
next door, whom we encoun-
tered shy and awkwardly the 
first few times, soon became 

our best friends here. On any 
given night they will most 
likely be at our apartment 
unless we are at theirs — the 
two have really become an 
extension of the other. We 
always disagree on football — 
these Broncos fans will never 
go for the “pack” or Rogers 
— and we may laugh at their 
Wisconsin accents, but they 
quickly have become part of 
our everyday life and we  
can’t imagine how we lived 
without knowing our best 
friends next door.

There are many more 
neighbors in our lives, some 
that live in the same building 
or on the same block and 
some that we encounter 
next to us in some other 
way, neighbors at work and 
school, but wherever they are, 
whoever they may be, and 
whatever differences or frus-
trations you may have, don’t 
build a fence, build a rela-
tionship. Soon you will find 
yourself not surrounded by 
people you have to live with, 
but friendships that make life 
beautiful. Even if you don’t 
find a best friend and even if 
that person is still hard to  
live with, at least you will 
understand better where they 
come from, how to live with 
them and love them in a way 
that will make them more 
understanding and make you  
a good neighbor.
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www.fsbnewcastle.com • 307-746-4411

Customer Appreciation Day

Please join us for our Annual Customer Appreciation Day
Friday, December 6 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Snacks, beverages, prizes & a little hometown spirit.

Gen Roan:  I am 99 years old and still live in my 
own home with the help of  my family and my 
“auto alert” Lifeline.  I appreciate my Lifeline.  I 
know it works and if  I needed help….help will 
come within minutes any time of  the day or 
night.  I always worry about going outside to get 
my mail.  But my Lifeline even works outside of  
my home.  We enjoy the peace of  mind.

Please support the Tree of  Love with a donation 
made in Memory or Honor of  a loved one.  
Donations are needed to help subsidize a Lifeline 
for those on lower incomes.

Send your loved ones name with a $25 or more 
donation to Weston County Lifeline, 1124 
Washington Blvd. The Tree of  Love will be on 
display in the court house lobby throughout the 
holidays. Your loved one will be remembered in the 
special newspaper ad Dec 25.
After Jan 2nd an angel
is yours to keep.

Giving Peace of  Mind
LifeLine       _ 

Western Gifts

Thar’s Feed and Ranch Supply

20% Off 
All Tack

25% Off 
Montana Silver

15% Off 
Clothing, Caps 

& Knives

20% Off
Candles &
Gift Items

2750 W. Main St. • 746-3173

They don't have to be strangers

percent in the same combined 
categories.

Asked what she felt the 
report meant both locally 
and for the state in general, 
Newcastle City Clerk Charita 
Brunner told the News Letter 
Journal, “Well, for the state it’s 
pretty scary because normally 
we always see that [Weston 
County is] on the bottom. 
We’re always one of the coun-
ties — there’s usually six or 
eight — that have a lot of 
trouble generating sales [and 
use] tax [revenue] … [It’s] 
just [because] of our size and 
that we don’t have the mineral 
[resources] and things like that 
… Property taxes are so low 
[here], we can’t pave a single 
street with our annual property 
tax collections. Our sales tax 
and our use tax moneys from 
the state are a lot of our general 
fund income.”

“You never see Campbell 
County decline, especially in 
double digits,” she continued, 
speaking of Campbell’s use tax 
revenues, which by themselves 
were down by 26 percent. 
“It’s totally attributable to 
what’s going on with coal and 
natural gas, I think. That’s just 
shocking to me, when I saw 
that about Campbell. That’s 
cause for concern if that trend 
continues into 2014.”

“[It’s] the federal govern-
ment and the attitude there and 
the [Environmental Protection 
Agency] issues,” Brunner 
opined, further elaborating on 
the plight of the coal industry. 
“If you can’t sell [coal] locally, 
you have to go elsewhere. 

That’s my opinion, and I’m not 
an economist. Coal is looked 
upon by the general public as 
a dirty thing that they don’t 
need …”

Among those few sources 
of tax revenues that did not 
fall off were lodging tax 
collections, also covered 
in the report, which demon-
strated a statewide increase 
of 2.2 percent, while Weston 
County’s collections were up 
by approximately 4.7 percent.

Norma Shelton, secretary 
of the local lodging tax board, 
which is designated the Weston 
County Travel Commission, 
told NLJ she is pleased with 
the figures. The commission, 
which is responsible for pro-
moting travel and tourism 
in Weston County through 
advertising and other means, 
attempts to formulate a budget 
at the beginning of the year 
based on a variety of factors, 
she said.

“When I saw what Weston 
County got ($68,368) and what 
we budgeted, I thought maybe 
we were doing due diligence 
as far as money goes … We 
have a budget this year of 
$65,000, and as you can see, 
it looks like we’ve judged it 
pretty well.”

Shelton speculated that 
much of the lodging revenues 
came as a result of money 
spent by workers associated 
with the ONEOK pipeline 
project.

“I think what happened to 
us in this past year was the 
pipeline,” she said, “because 
those pipeline people were 

staying here. They were staying 
in Weston County. They were 
spending their dollars in 
Weston County. That’s my per-
sonal opinion … They stayed 
in our campgrounds and our 
motels and they bought their 
groceries and bought their gas 
and all kinds of stuff here. I 
don’t know. Maybe I’m wrong 
about that, but I think that  
was one of the biggest things 
we had.”

Weston County Treasurer 
Susan Overman, however, 
downplayed the significance 
of the report, saying she feels 
the disappointing figures are 
mostly attributable to the  
generally poor economy and 
that, while concerning, she 
doesn’t feel it constitutes a 
cause for alarm.

“There’s nothing you really 
have control over,” she said, 
adding that local employment 
remained relative constant and 
that businesses continued to 
open locally.

“The pipeline that came 
through, that generated a lot of 
revenue, but now that it’s basi-
cally gone and gone to a dif-
ferent county, [others are going 
to see that revenue increase].”

“When one part falls, I 
think the other part kind of 
absorbs things,” she concluded 
of the ebb and flow of the 
economy.

The complete report is 
available for download at 
the website of the Economic 
Analysis Division of the 
Department of Administration 
and Information: eadiv.state.
wy.us.

Taxes from page 1......................................................................................................................................................

Staying warm
Jonny Manders, Seth Daniels and Courtlynn Barba huddle up to stay warm while 
waiting for the annual Christmas Lighted Parade on Main Street in Newcastle Friday. 
(Photo by Todd Bennington/NLJ)

Jessalyn Centifanto

Summer Solace



• ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH: 
Rev. Norm Brotzman, 216 S. Seneca, 
746-2249. Call to Worship 9:30 am; 
Children's Church during Call to 
Worship; Faith Rally Sunday 6 pm.

• BAHA’I FAITH: Firesides (Open 
to All) 1st & 3rd Fridays 7:30 pm at 15 
Skyview Dr; 746-3626.

• CAMBRIA COMMUNITY 
CHURCH: Pastor Chris Walton, 
19 Stampede St. 746-2321. Sunday 
School 9:15 am; Worship 10:30 am; 
Wednesday Bible Study 6 pm

• CHRIST CHURCH EPISCOPAL: 
Rev. Sally Boyd, S. Summit & 
Winthrop Streets, 746-9684. 1st, 
3rd & 5th Sunday, Morning Prayer 
10 a.m.; 2nd & 4th Saturday 4 p.m., 
Holy Eucharist. 
haydishall@hotmail.com

• CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN 
CHURCH: Pastor John Hopper, 224 
West Road, West of Dow Park, 
746-2415. Sunday Worship 9 am.

• CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS: Bishop 
Greg James, 120 Ash, 746-4131. 
Sunday Sacrament Meeting 9 am; 
Sunday School 10:20 am; Relief 
Society & Priesthood Mtg 11:15 am.

• CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC 
CHURCH: Father Killian Muli, 
19 W. Winthrop, 746-4219. Saturday 
Mass 5:00 pm; Weekday Mass 8 am.

• COUNTRY CHURCH: Four 
Corners, Pastor Bill Haley, 746-9712, 
Worship 10 am.

• FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: 
Pastor Gary Anderson, 903 S. Summit, 
746-2188. Bible Study 9:15 am; 
Worship Service 10:30 am; Teaching 
Service 6 pm; Wednesday Service 
6:30 pm.

• FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH: 
Pastor Lynn Schleicher, 301 
Delaware, 746-9663. Sunday School 
9:45 am; Worship 10:45 am; Prayer 
Service 5 pm, Christian Academy.

• FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH: Pastor Paul Holland, 
23 N. Seneca, 746-4119. Sunday 
School 8:45 am; Church Services 
8 & 10 am; Nursery care available. 

• GATEWAY FELLOWSHIP: Pastor 
Jon Andersen, Evangelical Free Church 
meets at the Weston County Senior 
Services; Sunday School 9:30 am; 
Worship 11 am. Call 746-8091.

• KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES: 
5018 US Hwy 16, 746-2319 or 746-4517. 
Tueday 7 p.m. Congregation Bible 
Study, Theocratic Ministry School and 
Service Meeting. Sunday Public Talk 
10 am; Watchtower 11 am.

• NEWCASTLE FOURSQUARE 
CHURCH: Pastor Mick Bohn, 1525 S. 
Summit, 746-3618. Sunday Worship 
10 am; Wednesday Night Prayer.

• NEW LIFE FELLOWSHIP: Pastor 
Wayne Wilson, meets at Black Gold 
Realty Building, 1517 W. Main, 
746-5542. Sunday Worship 10 am.

• OSAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH: 
348 Sheridan St. Osage, 465-2341. 
Sunday School 10 am; Worship 11 am 
and 6 pm.

• SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST: 
Pastor Gary Force, 78 Old Hwy 
85, 746-3504 or 278-0254, Pastoral 
Assistant Jason Logan 746-2974. 
Saturday Sabbath School 9:30 am; 
Worship 11:20 am.

• ST. ANTHONY'S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH: Father Killian Muli, Upton. 
Sunday Mass 11:30 a.m.

• VICTORY NEW TESTAMENT 
CHURCH: Rev. Theodore L. Halls, 
414 Pine, 746-4366.

• UPTON UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH: Rev. Sharee Johnson, 
834 Pine, Upton, 468-9302. Sunday 
School 9:30 am; Worship 10:30 am; 
Children’s Church & Nursery are 
available; 1st & 3rd Wed Evenings 
Prayer and Praise Service 7 pm.

Sharon’s Home 
Health Care
Sharon Kanode, RN

Owner/Director

Treasured
Memories

Hospice &
Palliative Care

Toll Free:
1-800-457-6834

Arrow
Service

"We Deliver"
468-2340, Upton

Make your light shine, so that 
others will see the good that 
you do and will praise your 

Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

24 North Sumner
746-4411 or 1-888-788-2892

website: www.fsbnewcastle.com
333 W. Main St., Newcastle

746-2700 or 746-4302

746-2487
P.O. Box 760

Newcastle, WY 

Kiesling
Oil

Since 1927

Our Employees Support 
Weston County

923 Grieves Rd. • 746-3517
Farm Bureau Insurance

360 W. Main
746-4471

Salt Creek
Vet Clinic

We take care of your pets
5362 US Hwy 16

746-4995

CLT
Flooring & Furnishings

1600 W. Main
746-3335

This page is made possible by these civic-minded sponsors ~ They deserve your support

JackMaster
Construction

Craig Wiggins 

746-3521
For all your 

construction needs
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for everyone interested in the community!

Bring family and friends!

Thursday, December 5
Open Lodge Family Dinner @ 6 p.m.

Open Lodge Meeting @ 7 p.m.
Newcastle Masonic Lodge

144 W. Main St. in Newcastle
If you would like to explore how you can help make

the world a better place… ask about becoming a part 
of the Masonic Family— Mason’s, Eastern Star, Job’s 

Daughters, Scottish Rite, York Rite, and Shrine.
For details call Mike at 746-2628

Oh Baby…

Treasured
Florals & Gifts

1903 W. Main St. Suite 3
746-4349 • 746-5015

Clothing, Stuffed Animals, 
and Wall Decor

WAYNE E. BORNGESSER
Feb. 20, 1960–Nov. 23, 2013

Wayne E. Borngesser, 53, of Newcastle, 
died on Nov. 23, 2013, at his home.

Wayne was born 
Feb. 20, 1960, in Islip, 
N.Y., to Edd and Joan 
Borngesser. He grew up 
in Elm Grove, Wisc., 
and attended grade 
school and high school 
in Brookfield, Wisc.  
While in high school, 
Wayne excelled on the 
swim team. He was also 
introduced to his future career in the auto-
mobile technician program at that time. 
Wayne attended several colleges before 
realizing his interest and talents were in 
automotive diagnostics and repair. 

On Aug. 26, 1988, Wayne married the 
love of his life, Sylvia Goebel. Wayne and 
Sylvia moved to Levittown, Pa., where 
Wayne worked as an automobile techni-
cian and Sylvia as a cardio pulmonary 
technician for 15 years. The couple then 
moved to Wyoming in 2008. Wayne ful-
filled his dream of starting his own auto-
motive repair business and enjoyed the 
way of life and the many friends he made 
in Newcastle. 

Wayne was passionate about his spiri-
tuality and modeled his life around his 
belief in Jesus Christ. Wayne was also 
very strong in his political and theological 
opinions, and was often the instigator 
of lively discussions on those and many 
other topics. Wayne also enjoyed making 
people laugh; his sense of humor was 
present at all times. He was an honest, 
thoughtful person and a very loyal friend. 
Wayne loved to help people. He will be 
greatly missed.  

Wayne is survived by his wife, Sylvia, 
of Newcastle; father and mother, Edd and 
Joan Borngesser of New Berlin, Wisc.; 
brother and sister-in-law, Keith and Katie 
Borngesser, and nephews Dean and Joe 
Borngesser, all of Brookfield; his aunt, 
Maureen Volze of New York, N.Y.; aunt 
and uncle Beverly and Robert Borngesser 
of Florida; and cousins Susan Kalmuk and 
family of Wisconsin and Jim Borngesser 
and family of Florida.

MARVIN OLAF ‘OLE’ HOKANSON
Sept. 16, 1936–Nov. 30, 2013

Marvin Olaf “Ole” 
Hokanson, 77, of 
Newcastle, died Nov. 
30, 2013, in Rapid 
City, S.D.

He was born Sept. 
16, 1936, in Fort Yates, 
N.D., to Goodwin and 
Delia Hokanson. He 
completed eighth grade 
in Fort Yates, and even-
tually made his way to Wyoming, where 
he married Martha Cool in Sundance on 
Feb. 18, 1961.

He worked the better portion of 
his life in the oil field, and started 
his own roofing business in 1970 and 
worked on most places in Newcastle.  
Ole enjoyed fishing, camping and 
hunting, and enjoyed spending time with 
his friends and family, especially his 
grandkids and great-grandkids. He spent 
his time outside, working and playing 
with everyone.

Ole worked hard his whole life at 
everything he did, and never met a 
stranger. His lust for life will be remem-
bered by many. Ole had a wonderful 
sense of humor and a strong devotion to 
family. He was known for always going 
on spur-of-the-moment adventures, and 
when asked about the destination would 
always say, “Timbuktu or Ekalaka!”

Ole is survived by his wife, Martha; 
children, Monica (Jim) Phillips, DeWayne 
(Erica) Hokanson, Kelly (Starla) 
Hokanson, Shelly Talbot and Mark 
Hokanson; 21 grandkids and 28 great-
grandkids; two older sisters, Mildred 
Hokanson and Marleen Brumbles; and 
numerous nieces, nephews and family 
friends. 

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, six brothers, four sisters and two 
grandchildren.

Ole requested that he be cremated, 
so there will be no formal services, but 
the family is having a reception at the 
West End Bar and Grill in Newcastle 
on Thursday, Dec. 5, from 1 to 4 p.m. 
They invite all to come and share good 
memories of Ole there.

ELLEN FOSTER KELLY
Jan. 25, 1949–Nov. 27, 2013

Bobby “Ellen” Foster 
Kelly passed away in Las 
Vegas, Nev., on Nov. 27, 
2013, at 12:03 a.m., with 
her daughters, Angelique 
Wolfe Reed and Athena 
Wolfe Kennedy, and her 
husband Douglas Kelly 
by her side. 

Ellen was born on 
Jan. 25, 1949, in Sheridan. She was the 
daughter of the late Robert Wesley Foster 
and Selma Ellen Leach Foster of Newcastle. 
Ellen grew up in Sheridan and attended two 
years of college on a music scholarship at 
Hastings College in Hastings, Neb. 

Ellen served the Newcastle community as 
an accountant and bookkeeper.  She served 
as the Wyoming State Jaycee-etts president, 
a civic organization for the wives of business 
and community leaders. She co-founded and 
co-owned the Short Stop Conoco Station 
and Bennett Accounting, and she was a 
major investor in the Mini Sprint Racing 
Association. She was known for her gener-
osity and love for the community, especially 
during the holidays at the Short Stop. Ellen 
retired in Las Vegas where she continued 
to serve as a part-time bookkeeper and tax 
accountant for local businesses and clients.

Ellen was an artisan who enjoyed crafting, 
sewing, knitting, crocheting, gardening and 
cooking. She was an exceptionally generous 
and loving person who cared deeply for her 
family and friends. She loved animals as well.

Ellen is survived by her husband, Douglas 
Kelly of Las Vegas; brother and sister-in-
law, Robert and Linda Foster of Pierre, S.D.; 
daughter and son-in-law, Angelique and Jason 
Reed of Gillette; daughter and son-in-law, 
Athena and Jeff Kennedy of Laramie; grand-
children, Sean Williams, Hannah Williams, 
Zach Reed, Zane Reed and Xander Reed; 
and her nephews, Chris Foster and Dustin 
Tenold. She is also survived by her animal 
companions, Jessie, Ellie and Smoky.

A celebration for family and friends, 
in remembrance of Ellen will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, at 2 p.m. at the Weston 
County Senior Center in Newcastle. All are 
welcome to attend. She touched many lives 
and will be dearly cherished and missed.

Cambria Improvement
& Service District

The Board of Directors of the Cambria 
Improvement & Service District officially lifted 
the moratorium on the sale of water taps at 
their regular meeting on November 11, 2013 Cap n’ Bottle

623 W. Main St. • 746-2693

Watch our reader 
board and answer the 
trivia question for a 

chance to

Win a FREE 
six-pack!

Wayne 
Borngesser

Ellen KellyMarvin 
Hakanson
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DATE 	 TIME	 EVENT	 LOCATION
Dec. 5	 11:45 a.m.	 Newcastle Business Roundtable	 Newcastle Country Club
	 6 p.m.	 Open Lodge Family Dinner	 Masonic Lodge
	 7 p.m.	 W.C. Museum District	 Anna Miller Museum
	 7:30 p.m.	 Salt Creek Water District Meeting	 District Office
Dec. 6	 8:30 a.m.	 Customer Appreciation Open House	 First State Bank
	 9 a.m.	 Open House 	 Modern Cleaners
	 10 a.m.	 Open House 	 Serendipity Nails
	 11 a.m.	 Open House 	 Edward Jones
	 11:30 a.m.	 Christmas Tea	 Four Square Church
	 6 p.m.	 Pinnacle Bank Festival of Trees	 W.C. Senior Center�
	 7 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 Corpus Christi Church
	 7:30 p.m.	 Square Dancing	 Newcastle Elementary
 	 7:30 p.m.	 Bingo	 VFW Hall
Dec. 7	 9 a.m.	 Childrens Free Shopping	 1st United Methodist Church
	 9 a.m.	 RENEW Santa Stuff the Bus	 Family Dollar
	 10 a.m.	 Childrens Free Movie - Free Birds	 Dogie Theater
	 Noon	 Book Reading & Coloring Contest	 The Wedding Closet	
	 2 p.m.	 Childrens Free Movie - Free Birds	 Dogie Theater
Dec. 8	 Noon	 RENEW Santa Stuff the Bus	 Family Dollar
	 1 p.m.	 W.C . Manor Mini Bazaar	 W.C. Manor
	 2 p.m.	 Christmas Cantata "One Starry Night"	 Crouch Auditorium
	 2 p.m.	 Bingo	 Corpus Christi Church
	 7 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 Corpus Christi Church
Dec. 9	 7 p.m.	 Square Dance Lessons 	 Newcastle Elementary
Dec. 10	 Noon	 Dirt Daubers Garden Club	 1621 Gray Blvd.
	 6:45 p.m.	 ALANON (746-9791)	 Mondell Heights
	 7:30 p.m.	 Newcastle Eastern Star Meeting	 Masonic Lodge
Dec. 11	 7 p.m.	 Ladies Firearms Safety & Self Defense	Indoor Range
	 7 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 Corpus Christi Church
Dec. 12	 6 p.m.	 Masons Family In Open Lodge	 Masonic Lodge
Dec. 13	 10 a.m.	 Chamber Coffee	 Black Hills Power
	 7 p.m.	 Dance - Music by Western Ramblers	W.C. Senior Center�
	 7 p.m.	 AA Meeting	 Corpus Christi Church
	 7:30 p.m.	 Square Dancing	 Newcastle Elementary
 	 7:30 p.m.	 Bingo	 VFW Hall

Dec. 5: 
Jessica A. Ellis
Dec. 6: 
Travis Peterson,
Alex Peterson
Dec. 7: 
Annica Dixon,
Molly Brust
Dec. 8: 
Duane Ottema,
Bill Spence V,
David Kachelhoffer
Dec. 9: 
Paul Piana,
Greg Gergory,
Aishwarya Mendenhall
Dec. 11: 
Al & Brenda Costello%,
Varsity Bock,
Madison Murphy

What’s Up      Meetings & Events
Calendar

I’d like to thank all the people who 
were so generous to me and my family 
on November 26 at the Senior Center. 
I also very much appreciated the care 
and compassion that was expressed.

The promise from Jesus in
Luke 1:37 rings home for me, 

“Nothing is impossible with God”.
Dan Gettinger and family

Calling All Elves!
Santa is in need of your help!
Due to rising costs and the growth of our community, 

Operation Santa is looking for donations. No gift is too 
small (please no clothes and only new toys). All donations 

can be dropped off at Pinnacle Bank or the Newcastle 
Police Department, we also have a tree at Family Dollar.

If you would like to mail your donations, 
please address them to the Newcastle 

Police Department, 25 N. Sumner 
Ave., Newcastle, WY 82701. For more 
information please call Tracie Haynes 
at 746-4253 or at 629-0233, or a Peace 

Officer member at 746-4486.

8th Annual Performances of the
Community Cantata & Hand Bell Choir

Sunday, Dec. 8th
2 p.m. @ Crouch Auditorium

One
Starry

Night

Free Admission • Donations Accepted

Paid for in part by the News Letter Journal

Accessories
for phones,
tablets and
other electronics.

Advanced Communications
1807 W. Main St. • 746-9614

Open Mon-Fri 9am-6pm and Sat by appointment only

Perfect 
Stocking 
Stuffers!

Ad Pro Office Supply
921 S. Summit Ave • 746-9429

EvEry Saturday 
in dEcEmbEr 

20%
off

All Newcastle Dogie
and

Wyoming Cowboy 
Apparel

All sales are final

Holiday
   Bash

Modern Cleaners &
Graphic Designs

107 W. Main • 746-4474

Join us on Friday,
December 6th

9 a.m.
We look forward to helping with your embroidery needs!

    11th

Annual

Weston Manor
Mini-Bazaar and Pie Sale
Raffled door prizes! Home baked goods! Hand made crafts! 

Saturday, December 7, 1:00-4:00
Weston Manor dining room

Proceeds from this event benefits the resident’s activity fund.
Please call 746-2793 ext. 300 for further details

Offering sustenance
Colleen Pillon, Susan Francis, Judie Marano and Gerald Lane of the Newcastle Chapter of People First of Wyoming 
handed out hot chocolate and popcorn to spectators during the Christmas Lighted Parade on Friday in front of 
Something Healthy on Main Street. (Photo by Todd Bennington/NLJ)

Be aware of Wyoming tire chain laws
If you are traveling throughout 

Wyoming this winter season, the Wyoming 
Department of Transportation wants to 
remind you that when winter storms signif-
icantly impact highway travel, the state’s 
chain law will go into effect.

Wyoming’s chain law is two-tiered. 
What is called “Level 1” is declared when 
conditions are rated as “hazardous.” Travel 
is restricted to vehicles equipped with tire 
chains, or to vehicles with adequate snow 
tires, or to all-wheel-drive vehicles.

When conditions deteriorate to an 
“extremely hazardous” rating, Level 2 of 
the chain law is declared. Travel is then 
restricted to vehicles equipped with tire 
chains or all-wheel-drive vehicles equipped 
with adequate mud and snow or all-weather 
tires, according to DOT.

For commercial vehicles, Level 2 of the 
chain law requires chains be on at least two 
of the drive wheels, at opposite ends of the 
same drive axle.

Along  I-80  in southern Wyoming, the 
chain law is most likely to be enacted for 
three specific high-elevation sections:

• Three Sisters (mileposts 7 to 34, east 
and westbound) between Evanston and 
Bridger Valley. Specially designated chain 
installation and removal areas are located 
at both ends of the section.

• Walcott Jct. (beginning at mile-
post  235, eastbound) east of Rawlins and 
Sinclair. Chain installation or removal 
may be accommodated at Walcott Jct. 
Interchange (exit 235) or other locations 
designated by WYDOT or Wyoming 
Highway Patrol (WHP).

• Summit  (beginning at milepost 318, 
eastbound) from the bottom of Telephone 
Canyon east of Laramie. Chain installation 
or removal may be accommodated at loca-
tions designated by WYDOT or WHP.

Drivers on I-80 who cannot meet the 
requirements of the chain law will be 
asked to turn around and return to the 

nearest community. 
Another locale where the chain law 

is likely to be enacted during storms is 
the South Pass section of WYO 28 between 
Farson and Lander.

Highway Patrol troopers may make 
compliance checks when the chain law is 
in effect. A driver who violates the chain 
law and causes a highway closure can be 
fined $750; other chain law violations carry 
a $250 penalty.

“The chain law was enacted to 
improve traveler safety and to reduce 
the number of road closures resulting 
from vehicles becoming stuck on the 
roadway,” WHP Administrator Col. John 
Butler said. “Our enforcement efforts are 
focused on those goals”

“State law does not specify any certain 
time of year when commercial vehicles 
must carry tire chains, but it’s a good idea 
for them do so during the cold weather 
season,” Butler added.
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By Denice Pisciotti of NLJ
 
In the midst of holiday 

shopping, a movie can offer a 
pleasant reprieve. On Saturday, 
at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., children 
in the community will have the 
opportunity to attend the new 
animated movie, “Free Birds,” 
at the Dogie Theater, giving 
parents time to round up gifts 
without the little ones in tow.

“The purpose is to give fam-
ilies a chance for kids to come 
to a free movie and parents to 
shop in town,” acknowledged 
Kim Rhoades, Newcastle Area 
Chamber of Commerce board 
member.

Offering a free movie to 
children in the community 
began in 1964 continuing 

until 1972. It resumed again 
in 1975 through 1999 when 
it was stopped due to lack of 
attendance.

The tradition was picked 
up again in 2010 when the one 
free showing quickly filled up. 
The following year, Rhoades 
explained, the NACOC board 
members did not want to see 
that happen again, so more 
sponsors were rounded up to 
allow for two showings.

“I think it works out great 
for everyone! Bill [Nelson] 
is so great to get a current 
movie the kids haven’t seen,” 
Rhoades said.

She appreciates how 
Nelson, the manager at the 
Dogie Theater, goes out of his 
way to help make a fun event 

for children in the community 
to enjoy.

However, noted Rhoades, 
the free movie would not be 
possible without the spon-
sors, which include the 
Chamber, First State Bank, 
Weston County Title LLC, and 
Wyoming Refining Company.

“I would like to encourage 
everyone to thank the sponsors 
because they pay for the movie 
tickets,” smiled Rhoades.

The parents are not the  
only ones with the opportu-
nity to shop for Christmas 
presents on Saturday, though. 
From 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. First 
United Methodist Church, 
with help from several other 
area congregations, will once 
again provide a free shop-

ping experience for preschool  
and grade school children in 
the community.

Jill Sellers, a member 
of the Kids Shopping Day 
Committee, told the News 
Letter Journal that she feels 
it’s important for children to 
learn the joy of giving. At the 
event each child can pick out 
donated items as presents for 
their parents and grandparents, 
then have them gift-wrapped 
with help from volunteers from 
Newcastle middle and high 
schools.

“We would like to extend 
an invitation to kids to come 
to the church to shop for their 
families so they can know  
the gift of giving,” encouraged 
Sellers.

By Todd Bennington of NLJ

“I was in the choir last year and 
[Community Cantata Choir co-founder] 
Lynda [Russell] was just going to do 
everything from the piano, but the music 
was kind of difficult, so I offered my help. 
I stepped in probably for the last month 
before the concert,” Stephen West told 
the News Letter Journal last Wednesday 
afternoon of how he came to find himself 
directing this year’s performance. “My 
first year here [in Newcastle] I was just 
a choir member. The second year I didn’t 
do it because we had a play that year, 
and I couldn’t make the rehearsals for the 
cantata. Last year I just decided to be a 
member again, and since I stepped up to 
be the conductor last year, they kept me 
in mind …”

Still, West, who holds a degree in 
music education from the University of 
Wyoming, seems to find having fallen 
into the role of director to have been an 
altogether happy accident. 

“It’s just really great being up there in 
front of all those people singing. There 
are some really talented people here [in 
Newcastle],” he commented.

As to what the duties of the director 
actually entail, West is humble.

“Really it’s just being in front of those 
guys. I didn’t have anything to do with 
the picking of the music, Lynda did all 
that … I conduct the music … A lot of 
the [choir members] know how to sing, 
but they don’t know how to read music, 
so that’s where I’m there to help them. 
It’s great. The last couple of rehearsals 
I’ve been focusing a lot on dynamics, 
like loud and soft … and playing with 
the different tempos and [giving] more 
feeling to the music.”

West will be joined by Kristin Wilkes 
providing piano accompaniment, with 
whom he said he had previously worked 
on a musical version of “The Night Before 
Christmas,” put on by the kindergarten 
class. The two are filling the roles respec-
tively taken in past years by choir co-
founders Joyce Diedtrich and Russell.

But West’s ambitions for the choir 
extend beyond the immediate holiday 
season, and he hopes that they can put 
on at least one additional performance 
each year.

“I’d like to do something for the Fourth 
of July, choir wise,” he said. “I love to 
stay involved in music. It brings people 
together, and it’s nice to see all those 
people [turn out] … My ultimate goal is to 
start a community band. I’d really like to 
do that. I’ve been asking people … if there 
would be interest in it. It seems like there 
[would be]. They just need somebody to 
take the reins and organize something.”

The Community Cantata Choir began 
about eight years ago when June Habeck 
made a bequest to Christ the King 
Lutheran Church in the name of her late 
husband, Harry, a choral music enthu-
siast. As Diedtrich previously explained 
to the News Letter Journal of the choir’s 

distinctive name, “a cantata is a selection 
of music tied together with dialogue that 
tells a story.” 

This year’s performance, which will 
also feature the Newcastle Bell Choir, 
will begin at 2 p.m. on Dec. 8 at Crouch 
Auditorium.

Give the kids a break while shopping

West to direct Christmas Cantata

Todd Bennington/NLJ

Stephen West will be directing this year's Community Christmas Cantata.

   Open 
House
Friday,
Dec. 6

10am-5pm

Serendipity
Nail Boutique

746-9191
216 W. Main Street, 

behind the Cutting Edge

Great Gift 
Ideas!

746-2982

Restaurant Open
Tues-Sat 11am-8pm

Lounge Open
Tues-Sat 11 am-Close

Closed
Sunday & Monday

Parties
Christmas

Call to book 
yours today!

living beside you works for you.

“Just say when … whenever you’re ready.”

Clyde Bayne
360 West Main - Box 896

Newcastle, WY 82701
307-746-4471

when

Friday December 6th

4:30-6 p.m. Italian Dinner - St. Anthony’s Catholic Church
5 p.m. Sandstone Singers - Evans’ Lobby
5:30 p.m. Santa & Mrs. Claus - Inside the Evans
 Chanteurs Singing
6 p.m. Tree Lighting - Evans’ Porch
6:15 p.m. Journey of Lights Parade
 Sponsored by Black Hills Power

Saturday, December 7th

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Crafters’ Marketplace - Mueller Civic Center
  Admission $1 for Adults
  Minnekahta Quilters Guild Display

10 a.m.-2 p.m. Carriage Rides (weather permitting)
  Pictures with Santa, Sponsored by 4-H Members

5 p.m. Living Nativity on VA staircase by the Evans
5:30 p.m. Elizabethan Dinner at Woolys
  Dinner by Hot Springs High School Choral Dept.
  Reserve Tickets at Woolys $15

Sunday, December 8th

1-4:30 p.m. Home Tour & Christmas Tea
 Pine Hills Retirement Community
 Sponsored by the Shakespeare Club

5:30 p.m. Elizabethan Dinner at Woolys
  Dinner by Hot Springs High School
  Choral Dept.
  Reserve Tickets at Woolys $15

Children’s Christmas
Christmas in the Hills

December 6, 7 & 8 in Hot Springs, SD

The

FREE MOVIE
Saturday, December 7

10 a.m. & 2 p.m.
Dogie Theater

22-In. Power Tool Box
reg. 19.99
DM111$999

• Features removable tray and tape
  measure compartment
• Roomy enough for power tools
   R 697 365 B2

While supplies last

326 W. Main St. • 746-4891

Home 
Center

Weston 
County

Christmas in the County



Story and Photos 
by Todd Bennington of NLJ

The Newcastle Ministerial Association 
conducted its annual Ministerial Christmas 
Concert on Sunday evening at the Weston 
County Senior Center where a sizable crowd 
seemed to meet the musical and dramatic 
performances on offer with quiet reflec-
tion, as they perhaps considered the deeper, 
spiritual meaning of the Christmas holiday. 

Those performing at the event included 
the Gateway Youth Group, the Newcastle 
Community Youth Hand-Bell Choir, and 
students from the Newcastle Christian 
Academy, among a host of others.

Lynn Schleicher, minister of First 
Christian Church, explained to the News 
Letter Journal last Friday the mission 
of the Ministerial Association and its  
annual concert. 

“Our goal is to meet the needs of the 
community throughout the year, and this 
concert is our kickoff. We’ll take an offering 
that night. It will be a sizable offering. It 
always is. But during the next week we also 
solicit offerings, and we solicit the names 
from the community of people in the com-
munity that need a hand up.”

“And we do have those people,” 
Schleicher continued. “Sometimes we don’t 
think [that’s the case] in a little community 
like this, [but] we have people who are 
temporally out of a job or just moved in or 
had a car crash … We help those kinds of 
people all through the year, but our special 
emphasis in Appeals Week is people who 
need something for Christmas. Most of it’s 
food. Every penny we get [during Appeals 
Week] is distributed before Christmas.”

“We sit down as ministers of the group 
and divide up the names,” he continued of 
how the process works, “and I think there 
were a hundred and sixty-seven names last 
year. Whatever monies we get, we divide it 
up and write a voucher to every individual. 
Last year it was $15, so a family of four 
[whose] name somebody put in [would have 
received a total of $60].”

“And we check them out,” Schleicher 
assured the News Letter Journal. “It might 
sound funny. It might sound really bad. I 
don’t know. But we know people in the 
community, and if a name comes in there 
of someone we know who is not really in 
need … We reserve the right not to help 
somebody who doesn’t need help … We do 
a lot of checking on it.”

As for how to best go about making 
a donation to the association, who will 
be manning a donation booth somewhere 
around town this week, Schleicher sug-
gested, “The best way is to go to any 
minister here in town and just give them 
a check. We’ll put it in an envelope. In 
fact I’ve already got two or three from my 
church that I will put in my offering on 
Sunday night.”

“It all goes to help needy people in [the 
local area],” Schleicher concluded of the 
association’s worthy cause.
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November Good Deed Lunch at Pizza Hut.
From left: Jacob Burd, Elizabeth Haynes, 

Chloe White, Avery Chick, Assistant 
Principal Heidi Stuzman, Travis Scribner, 

Jacob Prell & Derrick Rasmussen

Brought to you by The News Letter Journal

No Shame
Great Gain

Getting cancer 
isn’t a choice, 

neither is 
depression.

Northern Wyoming 
Mental Health Center

420 Deanne Ave.
Newcastle, WY

746-4456

Talk therapy works, 
call us today.

David Chick • 746-9154

A child’s gift that
will never wear out.

Cash value whole life insurance is a
unique gift that lasts a lifetime.

H o w ’ s  Yo u r  N e s t  E g g  D o i n g ?

Pies
2951 W. Main St. 746-4055

Open 6am-10pm 7 Days a Week

Gift Certificates
available for the Holidays!

Hi-16
Restaurant

 come Try

our

CARR CUSTOM FENCING
Jon Carr
Cell: 746-6477
Newcastle, WY

Did You Know…
This is the place to go 

for W-Y-O!

4 Way 
Gas n’ Go
Just West of the 4-way stop of 

US HWYs 85 & 16

Chew On This!

Sunset Pet Grooming

Durable Pet Toys!
Solid Gold all natural pet food makes 

pets healthy & happy!

746-5865
1425 Sunset St.

Concert kicks off week, year of giving

Clockwise, from top: Ken Pitlick, Norm Brotzman, Lynn Schleicher, Gary Anderson 
and Jon Anderson perform a rendition of "Good Christian Men Rejoice"; Ted Carr 
soulfully strums his guitar; Mick Bohn loses himself in song; J.R. Graham, Cole 
Allison, Moriahn Kenney and Asia Graham perform a Nativity play. All were per-
formers at this year's Ministerial Christmas Concert, which took place Sunday at 
the Weston County Senior Center. 

Christmas in the County
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Custer 
IndustrIal

Farm • Ranch • Personal • Recreational • Industrial
Trailer parts & accessories • Welding & Metal Fabrication

Metal Sales - Steel, Stainless Steel & Aluminum
Trailer Sales & Rental

Service & Repair 
Cars, Pickups, Trucks, Trailers, RV Chassis

747 Mt. Rushmore Road, Custer, SD • (605) 517-9454

$500
4 Chicken Strips

4 Jo-Jo’s
44 oz. Fountain 

Drink

Special
  from the

 Deli
The Short Stop

2206 W. Main St.
Mon-Sat 5am-9pm

Sun 6am-9pm

Offer good Friday,
Dec. 6 Only

Sign up for property updates
via email at www.eRanches.com

Phone: 307-746-2083, P.O. Box 98, Newcastle WY
Licensed in WY, SD & MT

Mountainous setting north of Newcastle on 131 acres with county road access 
and power on site. The property is heavily wooded with ponderosa pine plus 
areas of aspen and cedar trees. The landscape is diverse with steep hills, open 
parks and vantage points that offer great views across the countryside. The 
land has several great home or cabin sites tucked against the hillside with easy 
access to the county road. One of the premier sites has remnants of an old 
homestead. The property has the convenience of being only a 15-minute drive 
from Newcastle and has frontage on Breakneck County Road for one-half mile. 
Scenic Black Hills country with lots of potential.

Breakneck Hill Acreage
131 acres - $393,000

Land - Ranches - Country Homes

Shawnda Sandrini, Broker/Owner 746-2706
Valerie Pollat, Associate Broker 746-2706
Jim Perino, Associate Broker 746-5557

www.a1agency.net • 26 S. Seneca • Newcastle, WY

• Spacious 3 bedroom home
• Double car garage
• Original hardwood floors
• Recent updates, fenced yard

112 HigHland avenue — $87,500

Agency
Real estate

• Remodeled home on large,
   fenced lot
• Lots of updates - heat,
   electrical, kitchen & more

669 Mondell avenue — $84,900

• Unique home
• Must see to appreciate
• All newer appliances
   including Washer & Dryer

1007 SunSet avenue — $22,000

Restaurant
Hours

Mon-Fri 10am - 2pm & 5pm - 9pm
Sat 10am-9pm • Sun 10am-6pm

Restaurant: Mon-Fri 10am-2pm & 5pm-9pm
Sat 10am-9pm • Sun 10am-6pm

Lounge: Mon-Sat 1pm-close • Sun 11am-close

Fountain inn
746-2921 • 1 Fountain Plaza

elcome

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials

Christmas 
is all lit up

Christmas in the County

By Denice Pisciotti of NLJ
 
The first weekend in December will 

be a time to see old friends, eat deli-
cious food and shop in Newcastle when 
local businesses open their doors and 
invite the public in. On Friday, four local 
businesses — First State Bank, Modern 
Cleaners and Graphic Design, Serendipity 
Nail Boutique and Edward Jones —  will 
hold Open Houses for the community. The 
following day handmade items will be for 
sale at Weston Manor Mini-Bazaar and 
Pie Sale.

One of the largest of the Open Houses 
is First State Bank’s annual Customer 
Appreciation Day, which features refresh-
ments, free gifts and door prizes.

The event kicks off bright and early at 
8:30 a.m. on Friday morning, lasting until 
4 p.m., so there is plenty of time to come 
in and visit.

“We will have door prize drawings 
throughout the day. We also will have a 
giveaway for everybody,” informed First 
State Bank assistant vice president and 
employee of 38 years, Louise Stith. “Come 

out and enjoy our day to appreciate the 
community!”

Right around the corner from the bank 
Modern Cleaners and Graphic Design will 
be hosting its 11th annual Holiday Bash, 
featuring soup and other wonderful food 
for everyone to enjoy.

“We are going to start at 9 a.m. and 
continue until the food is gone. Come 
early, the food goes fast,” owner Rosemary 
Hines encouraged.

She continued to say their holiday 
open house is a day she and the staff 
look forward to because they get to see 
everyone in the community.

Across the street and down a block, 
Serendipity Nail Boutique will also have 
an Open House giving people an invitation 
into Sherry Warden’s business to see what 
she has to offer.

“I will have snacks and lots of mer-
chandise on sale! Come in and sign up for 
door prizes,” Warden stated.

At the other end of town, at 2013 Main 
Street, Suite 103, Jeff Virchow invites the 
community to the Edward Jones office to 
celebrate the holiday season from 11 a.m. 

until 3 p.m. They will also have drawings 
and door prizes as well as pulled pork, 
meatballs, white chili, a relish tray, holiday 
cookies and more.

“We will have M&Ms in a jar; the 
closest one to guess the number will win 
a basket of goodies,” acknowledged Jill 
Sallee, an employee at the business.

She recalled that last year was her first 
year to enjoy the festivity when 50 com-
munity members joined them, but they are 
hoping for more this year.

“We want everyone to come! We don’t 
want to run out of food, but we intend to 
have lots of food!” Sallee offered.

The community will have another 
opportunity to visit and to shop on 
Saturday, beginning at 1 p.m., when the 
Weston County Manor will host a bazaar 
in the dining room, featuring home-baked 
goods and handmade crafts, Activities 
Director Brenna Crawford told the News 
Letter Journal. The money made is used 
toward trips for the residents.

“We will have holiday craft times — 
holiday décor and tree ornaments — the 
residents work on all year,” she said.

Come on in for the holidays!

2013 Ol’ Tyme Christmas Lighted Parade winners, an-
nounced by the Newcastle Area Chamber of Commerce:

Cambria Bow Hunters: 1st place non profit
First State Bank: 1st place profit

Little Ones Daycare: Use of space
News Letter Journal/Sweet Country Suites: Creative

Operation Table Scraps: Group Involvement
Sagebrush Maids and Wranglers: 1st place Youth

Weston County Peace Officers: Theme
Wyoming Honor Conservation Camp: Brightest

Clockwise, from top: Jenna Dixon, Amanda 
Dixon, Emma Hintz, Olivia Hintz and 
Savannah Lorenz on the Little Ones Child 
Care float; Olivia McVay on the Cambria 
Bowhunters float; Santa rides with Austen 
Kenney, Chris Kenney, Shaylee Curren and 
Cady Koch in the fire truck.

People lined the streets in downtown 
Newcastle to watch the annual Christmas 
Lighted Parade the day after Thanksgiving. 

Not only were there more floats than last year, 
but the weather was nicer too. Generosity was 
also in the air when Cambria Bow Hunters 
donated their first-place nonprofit winnings to 
Operation Santa, who provide gifts under the 
tree for children in the community.

www.newslj.com



Story and Photos 
by Amy Menerey of NLJ

More than three dozen home-made 
scrumptious soups lined a long line 
of tables last Tuesday night at Weston 
County’s senior center, where a crowd of 
close to 200 people were in attendance. 
It wasn’t a holiday gathering, but what 
could have been a somber event was more 
of a happy family gathering as friends 
and family of Dan Gettinger — who is in 
treatment for cancer — came to enjoy the 
soups, home-made breads, silent auction 
and a live auction, all as a means to offer 
both emotional and monetary support to 
the Gettinger family.

After downing bowls of soup the live 
auction began with Jeremy Slaamot as auc-
tioneer, which included everything from 
furniture to hand-crafted birdhouses, col-
lector coins, artwork and guns and ammu-
nition. Kids frolicked through the halls 
while adults visited, and when everyone 
had had their share of food, it too was sold 
or auctioned off — including a fruit tray, 
which Angii Hovland took home for $20.

Nearly four dozen items were donated 
for the silent auction, from pastries to 
potholders, on which bidders could make 
their offers throughout the night.

In addition to live music provided 
by Jon Anderson, Barb Anderson, Emma 
Anderson, and Lucas Stolhammer, the 
Newcastle Community Youth Hand- 
Bell Choir also performed during the 
evening, their chimes echoing throughout 
the building.

“The volunteers really made it go 
smoothly,” said Pastor Jon Anderson of 
Gateway Fellowship Evangelical Free 
Church, who organized the event. “There 
was lots of help, and a lot of donations — 
that was huge.”

“Financially it turned out really well, 
beyond my expectations,” Anderson 
reported, indicating that all money from 
the event will go toward Gettinger’s 
medical and travel expenses, such as trips 
to Mayo Clinic.

For those interested in making donations 
to the Gettingers, The Gettinger Benefit 
Fund has been set up at First State Bank, 
Anderson reported, which will remain open 
for the next couple of months.
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Wayne B. Erickson DDS
307-746-4600

130 South Seneca
On Call 24/7… 746-896345 Years Experience

Let us help 
with your 

smile

Need a Hunter 
Education 

Certificate?

Hannah, a recent 
Hunter Ed. grad and 
our dental assistant.

Congrats on 1st Buck. 
“Good shot, dead eye”. 

Look at that smile.

Attention All Weston 
County Residents!

Weston County Peace Officers Operation 
Santa is in full swing. If you are in 

need or know of a family in need please 
fill out a form at the following places: 

Newcastle Police Department, Newcastle 
BREAD Office, DFS Office, Upton 

Police Department, or Joes Food Center. 
For more information please call Tracie 
Haynes at 746-4253 or at 629-0233, or a 

Peace Officer member at 746-4486.

Congratulations to 

Lexi Krogman 
for being named to the

“A” Honor Roll for the 1st Quarter of 
the 2013-14 school year at NHS.

The News Letter Journal and Newcastle High
School apologize for the inadvertant omission
of her name from the list that was published

on Thursday, November 14, 2013.

On your way to 
Rapid City for 

holiday shopping?

20% off
with WY ID
Excludes Minnetonka Moccasins & Montana Silver Jewelry

Black Hills Gold & 
Silver are always

25% off
Flora’s

601 Mt. Rushmore Rd. • Custer, SD
605-673-4754

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Stop in at 
Flora’s
to see what we have.

at

Free Christmas Wrapping for Customers!

Newcastle Game Room

Come Out & Play
Parties ~ $10 per hour

112 W. Main St. • 746-2241
Monday-Thursday 3-9 p.m.

Friday 3-10 p.m. • Saturday Noon-10 p.m.
Sunday Noon-8 p.m.

“…and-number-20-takes-the-fruit!”

Clockwise, from top: Betty Slagle calls it quits 
in a bidding war with another contender; Bob 
Strickland and Wayne Wilson visit; Marlin Geier 
holds a basket of "the best jelly in the world," as 
Jeremy Slaamot calls out the bids in the back-
ground; Pat and Vicki Hayman 
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is capable of testing evidence 
from 13 species of animals: 
mule deer, black bear, grizzly 
bear, white-tailed deer, moose, 
elk, pronghorn, mountain lion, 
bobcat, black bear, grizzly 
bear, turkey, sage grouse, 
mountain goats and bighorn 
sheep. Their services are also 
contracted by Colorado, New 
Mexico, Montana, Iowa and 
Illinois because those states do 
not have this level of wildlife 
forensics capabilities.

“There are often years the 
Boone and Crockett Club does 
not give the award out because 
they don’t feel the applicants 
are worthy, I guess. So I thought 
that was pretty cool,” Hawk 
told the News Letter Journal in 
a telephone interview.

At the Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
Conference in Portland, Ore., 
on Sept. 10, she received a 
beautiful plaque, a Boone and 
Crockett conservation stamps-
print and an actual 1980s con-
servation stamp, along with 
a Boone and Crockett Club 
published book with a dedica-
tion page inscribed directly to 
Hawk.

“The funny thing is I didn’t 
even know that was there until 
four days after I got home,” she 
admitted. “I thought that was 
really, really super cool!”

The main criteria for the 
Boone and Crockett Club, she 
acknowledged, is fair chase, 
common sense, resource, con-
servation and making sure 
people play by the rules. The 
law enforcement aspect is very 
important to them, she added, 
since the group encourages 
outdoor ethics.

Hawk is a member of 
the Association of Wildlife 
Agencies through the Society 
for Wildlife Forensic Science, 
a group she actually helped 
create.

Every three to four years 
Hawk and others in her field 
try to arrange a wildlife 
forensics conference, previ-
ously held in conjunction with 

the human forensics confer-
ence. However, in the spring 
of 2009 after a meeting was 
planned, the group pulled the 
meeting from them to give to 
another group.

“We decided we wanted 
to move forward with the 
meeting. We decided most 
people would not be able to 
come to a meeting without it 
being under a group that will 
promote continuing educa-
tion. So we decided we were  
going to make our own society, 
then we put that together and 
had our meeting in the fall,” 
she stated.

The response has been spec-
tacular with members from 15 
countries and 16 different labs 
that are part of the Society for 
Wildlife Forensic Science. This 
offers labs that are far apart 
the opportunity to have more 
resources available.

“They have somebody they 
can call when they run into a 
problem or if they are trying to 
expand their capacity. It is very 
helpful,” Hawk reported.

As the animal health 
inspector for the American 
Fisheries Society Certified 
Aquatic, Hawk performs 
annual fish health inspections 
on all state and private aqua-
culture facilities in the state. 
It requires a lot of travel to 
go to each fish hatchery in 
Wyoming, but she says they 
are all in gorgeous parts of the 
state so she doesn’t mind.

“We go to hatcheries and 
we do what is called a veteri-
narian inspection of hatcheries. 
We will go in and look at all 
the fish that are on the facility,” 
explained Hawk. “We have to 
go to each of the hatcheries to 
do that at least once or twice 
a year.”

  After samples of the fish 
have been examined to be 
disease-free a certificate is sent 
to the hatchery so they can 
continue to stock and move 
fish around Wyoming.

On the forensic side, she 
said, they don’t travel as much 

because the forensic samples 
that need to be tested come 
to the lab either directly or 
through the mail. Every once 
in a while, for the bigger cases, 
she said, they might have to go 
to a scene and collect evidence 
with a search warrant.

Typically this time of year 
is extremely busy for forensics. 
Last year they saw a case every 
single month. Since becoming 
lab director eight years ago, 
Hawk doesn’t do as much 
hands-on work like she used to, 
but she is personally respon-
sible for the technical review 
of all work in the forensic lab. 
Identifying blood, meat and 
biological fluids collected in 
wildlife law enforcement and 
other biologic-oriented cases 
are a part of her job.

“I do all the technical 
review for the program, which 
means I go in and I look at 
all the analysis that was done 
and all the results and I make  
sure I came to the same con-
clusion that my technicians 
came to. I do that on every 
single case that leaves the lab,” 
recognized Hawk.

After graduating from 
Newcastle High School in 
1983, she continued her edu-
cation at Casper College and 
moved to Laramie to attend 
the UW, and ended up staying. 
She began school to become a 
veterinarian, but in her junior 
year of college she realized 
her allergies to animals, straw 
and hay would not work well 
within that field.

Her current career began 
when Hawk was hired to begin 
the forensic program. She is 
grateful for the support she 
received from her superiors 
who have supported her vision 
from the beginning.

“I actually went to school 
for microbiology and medical 
technology. I literally fell into 
this job. I just got lucky. I thank 
God every day because it is 
the coolest job on the planet!” 
she proclaimed. “I feel very 
fortunate, I love my job!”
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$50,000 REWARD
For information that leads to the arrest and conviction of the 

person/s involved in the death of Katherine Grace Coffee.
On the morning of June 3, 2011, the body of Katherine Grace 
Coffee, also known as Katy Coffee, age 35, was discovered in her 
home in Newcastle, the victim of an apparent homicide. Her 
death is being investigated by the Newcastle Police Department 
and the Wyoming Division of Criminal Investigation.

Anyone with information about the crime or knowledge of Coffee’s 
whereabouts on the evening and night-time hours of Thursday, 
June 2, 2011, are asked to please call the Wyoming Division of 
Criminal Investigation at (307) 682-1796, or the Newcastle 
Police Department at (307) 746-4486. 

Coffee’s family has offered a $50,000 reward to anyone 
that can provide information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the person/s involved in this crime.

Paid for in part by the News Letter Journal

Perfect Prime Rib

For a generous serving of roast, figure on two people 
per rib. That means if you plan to serve:
Six (6) people - Three (3) rib roast
Eight (8) people - Four (4) rib roast
Ten (10) people - Five (5) rib roast
Twelve (12) people - Six (6) rib roast
Fourteen (14) peopl - Seven (7) rib roast
Ingredients:
• 1 standing rib roast
• Kosher salt
• Freshly ground black pepper
• Garlic powder
Au Jus:
• Pan drippings from roast, 1 to 1-1/2 cups
• 3/4 cups red wine
• 2 cups beef stock
3 Tbsp unsalted butter
• Salt and freshly cracked black pepper

PreParation: Ask butcher to prepare your prime rib with bones cut away from the roast and tied back to the 
roast with kitchen string.

Optional: Dry aging - to make the roast more tender and flavorful, allow the roast to air-dry, uncovered in the 
refrigerator on a rack overnight before roasting.

To cook evenly, the roast must not be cold - let it stand at room temperature, loosely covered, for about 2-3 hours. 
If you don’t let the roast come to room temperature, it will take longer to cook the roast, the roast won’t cook 
evenly, and it will end up with well-done slices on the end and raw meat in the center.

Preheat oven to lowest possible temperature setting, 150°F if possible (some ovens can’t hold a temperature below 
200°F). Season roast generously with kosher salt, fresh ground black pepper and garlic powder. Place roast, with 
fat cap up, on a rack set in large roasting pan. Place in oven and cook until center of roast registers 120°F on an 
instant-read thermometer for medium-rare or 135°F for medium. In a 150°F oven, this will take around 5-1/2 
to 6-1/2 hours. In a 200°F oven, this will take 3-1/2 to 4 hours. Allow additional cooking time for your prime rib 
roast at high altitude. It is easy to overcook meat at high altitudes.

note: For a perfectly cooked rib roast, invest in a good meat thermometer! internal temperature, not time, 
is the best test for doneness. When checking temperature of your prime rib roast, insert meat thermometer so tip 
is in thickest part of beef, not resting in fat or touching bone.

If timing is off and your roast is ready long before your guests are, the roast can be re-heated by placing in a 200°F 
oven for 45 minutes before continuing with next step.

Remove roast from oven and tent tightly with aluminum foil. Place in a warm spot in the kitchen and allow to rest 
for at least 30 minutes, and up to an 1-1/2 hours. Remember, the rib roast will continue to cook as it sets so the 
temperature will rise. Cutting into the meat too early will cause a significant loss of juice.

Meanwhile, preheat oven to highest possible temperature setting (500°F to 550°F). Prepare the Au Jus.

Strain drippings from roasting pan, skim fat from drippings. Place roasting pan over 2 burners, heat on medium 
high and add in drippings, stir to deglaze, add in wine and stock, reduce by 1/3 about 5 minutes on steady boil, 
stirring occasionally. Turn off heat, add in butter. Season to taste with salt and pepper. Strain once more into 
serving vessel.

Ten minutes before guests are ready to be served, remove foil and place roast back in hot oven and cook until 
well-browned and crisp on the exterior, 6-10 minutes. Remove from the oven. With a knife or scissors, cut the 
strings which attach the meat to the bones. Then, using a sharp carving knife, slice meat across the grain for 
serving, making the slices about 1/2 to 3/4 inch thick.

The perfect centerpiece for your holiday celebration… 
a perfect standing rib roast.

Offered to you by Weston County Cowbelles 
and News Letter Journal

Hawk from page 1.....................................................................................................................................................

Glowing ahead
Owen and Dayne Evenson have a cold drink along with glow sticks that were being given 
away at Frontier Home, Rand & Hardware Friday night during the Christmas Lighted 
Parade. (Photo by Denice Pisciotti/NLJ)

We have photos!
www.newslj.com/photo-galleries



contractor, also contacted by 
the state according to Lucero, 
with whom Leighton said he 
had been in touch. 

Asked if he was aware of 
the contractor list maintained 
by the state, he said he had not 
been on it until recently.

“I hadn’t until we started 
looking into this,” Leighton 
said, adding that he feels there 
seems to be shortcomings in 
how the state disseminates the 
request for proposals.

“Everything seems pretty 
vague,” he said of the process.

Asked to elucidate how 
the bid process was conducted, Lucero, who cau-
tioned that the state does not yet have an executed 
lease with the contractor, explained, “The way the 
request for proposal went out, we just asked for 
a certain square footage … and what some of the 
requirements for each agency were.”

“The proposal was advertised,” she con-
tinued of the selection process, “[but] we only 
received one bid. We only got one. It took 
[Family Services and Workforce Services] quite 
a while to make a decision [due to the lack of 
choices]. The [agencies] went through it and 
worked with the bidder to make sure all of their 
requirements would be satisfied … We were 
not involved in the purchase of the land. That 
was on the contractor’s end. We did not ask for 
anyone to purchase land or anything, but that’s 
how this particular one worked out.”

Indeed, a brief public notice which ran in the 
legals section of the News Letter Journal between 
June 6 and June 20, 2013, makes mention only of 
“providing office space in the City of Newcastle,” 
with no allusion to any potential construction 
opportunities or requirements. 

In response to a follow-up email in which 
Lucero was asked to explain why the state had 
immediately sought to contact construction con-
tractors if only leased office space was being 
sought, Lucero mentioned the limited availability 
of suitable pre-existing spaces in the area. She 
also wrote that she had verified that Leighton 
Construction & Services and other local contrac-
tors she had previously named had been noti-

fied of the request for proposals, 
though she did not elaborate as 
to how this verification had been 
conducted.  

Responding to the News 
Letter Journal’s request to Russell 
Construction for comment on the 
project, a woman who identi-
fied herself as the company’s 
office manager emphasized only 
that the state would not own the 
building. 

“This is a privately owned 
building that’s being built,” she 
stated. “It is not a building that is 
being built for the state. The state 
is not going to own this building. 

It’s a private entity that is building it … The state 
put a [request for proposal] out for space to lease 
in the Newcastle area. I don’t know what else 
I can tell you about it other than it’s a private 
company that builds these buildings.”

Victoria Heller, a local resident who had once 
considered purchasing the property in question 
in order to construct a franchise restaurant, and 
who has been outspoken in questioning the 
project, said she felt the property could have 
been put to a purpose more beneficial to the 
community in general. 

“To me [there are better uses] for that property 
because of the traffic and everything. You want 
a city to have the look of vitality and something 
that attracts people, and when they come through 
on Highway 16, coming from Custer on their way 
up to Yellowstone or whatever, we need, as a city, 
some attractive things that people like, [such as a 
restaurant]. A lot of people never go off the beaten 
track and see anything in Newcastle, if they’re just 
on their way [to someplace else].”

Heller rejected the suggestion that she had a 
vested interest or personal grievance, telling the 
News Letter Journal that her concern was for the 
well-being of the people of Newcastle and the 
accountability of government to the citizenry.

“I just think it’s a shame. I think that’s prime 
real estate in Newcastle. It’s right at the entrance, 
and I think something should be there that’s a little 
more inviting to visitors … I think that the gov-
ernment ought to be transparent, that everybody 
should know what’s going on,” she stated.

Building from page 1.....................................................................................................................................

To me [there 
are better uses] 
for that prop-

erty because of the 
traffic and everything. 
You want a city to have 
the look of vitality and 
something that attracts 
people …"

— Victoria Heller

“
Newcastle elemeNtary school Good citizeNs of November

November is a time we encourage our students to reflect upon the things in 
which they are grateful. Conversations of family, friends, and loving homes, 
sprinkled with loyal pets are heard as they share with one another for what 
they are truly thankful. The student chosen for our citizenship award truly 
embodies the spirit of gratitude, and we now share thoughts of her.
We are thankful for your leadership. Knowing what is right and taking 
action to achieve goals for not only yourself, but for all concerned defines 
the person you are. You bring a sense of calm ond security to our room. 
Your positive attitude and perspective assures us that we can exceed the 
challenges we face. You lead by example and most importantly with your 
heort.
We are thankful for your friendship. You seem to know what to say and 
how to say it, NEVER do you exclude anyone or allow others to do so. 
Becouse you believe everyone deserves to be heard, and you realize the 
smallest decisions you make may change a life, you’re considered a “good 
friend,” not to just a few, but to many.
We are thankful you live with gratitude. John Fitzgerald Kennedy once 
said, “As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest 
appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.”
Congratulations Jaylen Ostenson for being November Citizen of the Month.

It is with great pleasure I could select the fourth grade Good Citizen for 
November. The citizenship award is being given to a student that exhibits 
many qualities of an outstanding individual of both our class and school. 
This young man demonstrotes a dedication to his responsibilities by 
working to his highest potential every day, actively participating in class 
discussions, and doing what is expected without any anticipation of reward 
or honor . He is precise in his work, he is a good listener, and he doesn’t 
hesitate to ask questions to better understand the concepts of a lesson. 
Furthermore, he demonstrates respect towards the students around him by: 
offering support to students when needed, praising his peers’ success, and 
being consciously aware of differing viewpoints. As a first rate citizen, he 
demonstrates these qualities often and without prompting. We are fortunate 
to have him in our classroom this year, and I am excited to work with him 
the rest of the year! Congratulations to Mathew Drake!

Mia Hamm once said, “The backbone of success is ... hard work, 
determination, good planning, and perseverance.” The fifth grade Good 
Citizen for the month of November certainly exhibits these qualities herself. 
This hard working student strives to do her best in all that she does. She 
takes the time and puts in the effort to do a “job well-done”.
This fifth grade student is compassionate… kind, gentle, and thoughtful. 
She is always willing to lend a hand or an ear to someone in need. Like 
Mia Hamm, this fifth grader understands what it means to be a part of a 
team.
Each day, this student comes to school ready to learn. She is energetic and 
enthusiastic about learning. She shares her enthusiasm with her classmates 
and her teachers. She also shares many wonderful stories with our class. 
These stories demonstrate her exceptional ability to make connections 
between the subject matter she is learning at school and the things that are 
happening in her life.
This November, I am thankful that this student strives hard to score goals... 
in the classroom and in her life. l am thankful for the opportunity to work 
with and the chance to get to know Claire Beastrom.

Good Citizens

5th Grade: claire beastrom

SponSored by newS Letter JournaL

4th Grade: mathew draKe

3rd Grade: JayleN osteNsoN
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percent,” Moller informed.
Medicare contractual 

adjustments were 35.9 percent 
of Medicaid revenue at the 
facility, he indicated. The con-
tractual adjustments for com-
mercial insurance were lower, 
at 15.8 percent.

“There is a pretty high con-
tractual on Medicaid but we 
would still pick up another 5 
percent on every dollar. But 
if we could get those people 
on insurance we would pick 
up another 29 cents per dollar 

of revenue — which is pretty 
significant. We are talking  
real money here,” informed 
the CFO.

Peterson continued to state 
that if Wyoming Medicaid 
Expansion were to be approved 
by the state it would provide 
more reimbursements for the 
hospital due to the fact it would 
apply to most of the self-pay 
patients that are currently not 
paying their bill.

“The reason why I think this 
is important for people to realize, 

is if you don’t have insurance 
and you go to the market place, 
and you are [within] a certain 
percentage of the poverty level 
you would qualify for this 
Medicaid Expansion program. 
And if we don’t have this 
Expansion program, those folks 
are probably not going to buy 
insurance because they are not 
going to be able to afford it. 
That is where it is going to be 
an issue,” explained Cadwell. 
“Those are the folks that will 
probably need this.”
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shop, the more you put your 
name in each individual box, 
the [greater] your chances … 
of having your name more than 
once in the final drawing,” 
Sandoval emphasized.

Sandoval, who initiated 
the similar giveaway of a 
stocking full of presents last 
year, purchased this year’s 
sleigh with the aide of Frontier 
Home, Ranch and Hardware. 
As for what will go in it, 
“It’s whatever the businesses 
want to put forward into this 
drawing,” he explained, while 
his own contribution will be a  
remote-controlled helicopter/
squirt gun. 

Given the number of par-
ticipating businesses, Santa’s 

Sleigh will no doubt be brim-
ming with all kinds of nifty 
things when it finally comes 
time for the drawing. 

“Downtown doesn’t look so 
big,” Sandoval said, speaking 
of the scope of the giveaway, 
“but if you count all the busi-
nesses, we’ve got over 20 just 
participating in this.” More, he 
indicated, are being added to 
his list of participants daily.

And if you find you have 
absolutely no use for an item 
you’ve won, well, there’s 
always the option of spreading 
the Christmas spirit by giving 
it to someone else.

“You’re going to get a 
whole sleigh full of stuff,” said 
Sandoval. “That person you 

can’t find something for, well 
heck, it might be in that sleigh. 
Re-gift it … All the businesses 
are going to have their busi-
ness card taped on whatever 
they donated. It would just be 
nice, if things are going to be 
re-gifted, if that business card 
went with it, because this is  
our businesses trying to 
advertise to people as well. It 
would just be a kind act for the  
person that wins to keep that 
business card with that item  
if they are choosing to re-gift  
it to someone else for the 
holiday season.”

The final drawing to deter-
mine the lucky winner of 
Santa’s Sleigh is scheduled for 
Dec. 21.

Todd Bennington/NLJ

Tony Sandoval of Lunatic's, shown at his Main Street shop, is heading up the Santa's Sleigh 
giveaway with items donated from Newcastle's downtown merchants.

Need a unique gift? 
Buy a Gift Subscription to the 

News Letter Journal! 
Call 746-2777 today, 

or email circulation@newslj.com

Sleigh from page 1....................................................................................................................................................



Jennifer Weigel,
HSSE Administrative Assistant

2 Years of Team Work

Weston County

Works
Pipeline
Safety

Did you know?
To protect our community and 
environment, Wyoming Refining 
routinely patrols the pipeline route 
and the pipeline is equipped with 
safety shutdown valves designed 
to isolate the pipeline in the event 
of a sudden pressure loss.

Questions? Call (307)746-4445
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Kids help kids, throughout the year
By Denice Pisciotti of NLJ

 
Seeing the joy on the face of a child 

receiving new clothes at Christmas 
time is rewarding, however watching 
a student from Newcastle Elementary 
School pick out new clothes at a  
local business for another child is 
priceless. For more than a dozen 
years, students at NES have experi-
enced helping others through Kids 
Helping Kids with Operation Santa, 
under the guidance of third grade 
teacher Mary Ragland.

Each year, the fundraising efforts 
begin the week of Thanksgiving with 
students making cans to be distrib-
uted in businesses in Newcastle, 
picking them up again on Dec. 16. 
Ragland explained that third- and 
fourth-grade students raise money 
through the cans, in addition to 
selling raffle tickets and the sale of 
more than 1,000 cookies, baked and 
decorated by the youngsters.

The money is generated each 
year to be used to help buy new 
clothing for children in need, not 
just at Christmas but throughout the 
year. The students raise the money 
for the project on their own, with 
no outside help from other orga-
nizations, Ragland told the News 
Letter Journal. The students work 
with the Peace Officer Association’s 

Operation Santa to distribute items, 
but are a separate entity, the teacher 
explained. 

The main fundraising effort for 
Kids Helping Kids is held each 
December.

“We start new each year hoping 
to make enough money to buy a shirt 
and a pair of pants for each child. The 
peace officers deliver them each year 
for us. Without that, we wouldn’t be 
able to do this,” Ragland admitted.

In addition to donating money 
via the cans, community members 
can help contribute to the cause by 
buying raffle tickets for 50 cents 
each from a NES third-grader. This 
year’s drawing includes a Christmas 

candle, Christmas book donated 
by Connie Hieb, five tickets for 
the Dogie Theater, hand-quilted 
Christmas tree skirt, Disney “Planes” 
dvd, Christmas frame, Santa’s soup 
basket, and a mystery prize donated 
by Tera Dawson. The drawing will 
be held on Tuesday, Dec. 17, live on 
KASL, at 9:30 a.m. 

With the help of parent volunteers 
fourth-graders will bake and deco-
rate cookies on Monday, Dec. 16, to 
be sold the following day at NES, on 
Wednesday, Dec. 18.

“The community can come in 
[Wednesday] from 8 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m. and buy cookies and baked 
goods,” invited Ragland.

The students also earn money 
for the cause by selling  T-shirts at 
regional events held in Newcastle. 
Throughout the year the donations 
are used to help a student if they 
need clothing or other necessities.

On Dec. 19, NES students will 
use donations to pick out clothing 
for other children by shopping at 
Shopko. Their goal is to be able to 
provide new clothes for 100 to 120 
youth in the community each year.

“We use the money all year long 
to help kids. There are so many dif-
ferent ways to help kids. We appre-
ciate the community donating so 
kids can help kids!” she declared.

NLJ File Photo

Students at Newcastle Elementary School make cookies as a fundraiser for Kids Helping Kids, a project that 
provides clothing for their peers throughout the year.

Bring me love
LaTisha Ankeney gives Santa Claus a hug during the Chili Feed Friday at the Weston County Senior Center, following the Newcastle Area 
Chamber of Commerce's Lighted Christmas Parade. The free event offered parade-goers an opportunity to warm up with steaming bowls of chili 
while kids visited with Santa. (Photo by Denice Pisciotti/NLJ))

Kids can sign up for 
gingerbread house 

competition
By Denice Pisciotti of NLJ

 
Gingerbread houses are a timeless 

holiday tradition. On Dec. 14, chil-
dren in the community between the 
ages of 5 and 13 will have the oppor-
tunity to compete in a gingerbread 
house decorating contest hosted at The 
Strawberry Patch Quilt Shop in down-
town Newcastle.

Contestants who would like to 
participate can get an entry form at 
the new store which must be turned 
in to the Newcastle Area Chamber of 
Commerce by Dec. 12. Gingerbread 
houses need to be at the quilt shop 
by 10 a.m. on the 14th; judging 
will begin at 1 p.m., Norma Shelton, 
NACOC board member, told the 
News Letter Journal.

Gingerbread houses can be made 
from kits, but all materials used must 
edible.

“They can use whatever kits they 
want to use. All gingerbread houses 
must be made of 100 percent edible 
material, no craft or construction mate-
rials used,” explained Shelton.

Tables will be set up to display the 
creative houses on Saturday morning 
for the community to come and enjoy 
the hard work.

The gingerbread houses will be 
judged in different categories, including 
Most Creative, Landmarks, Fun/
Humorous and Standout Execution, 
within the different age groups of 5 to 7, 
8 to 11, and 11 to 13, she acknowledged.

“It will be a lot of fun! I am anxious 
to see what the kids can do! It will 
definitely be something fun to watch,” 
enthused Shelton.

She continued to say how happy 
she is about the local businesses taking 
time to showcase their stores with fun 
activities during the holidays.

“They have really stepped up this 
year to make Christmas special!” 
smiled Shelton.



By Todd Bennington of NLJ

Head Newcastle Wrestling 
Coach Sean Crabtree isn’t all 
that impressed by this latest 
generation, the so-called 
Millennials. Their work ethic 
is lacking, he told the News 
Letter Journal, as he sat last 
Tuesday afternoon in an office 
strewn with his team’s back-
packs and other school and 
athletic gear. He’s confident, 
though, that he has the answer 
for the question as to how 
to build character in today’s 
slacker youth, if only they’re 
willing to apply themselves.

“It’s an individual sport, 
and it’s one of the tougher 
sports,” he said of wrestling. 
“I’d say it’s the toughest sport 
in high school. Some kids 
nowadays just like to take the 
easy way out. That’s the way 
I see it.”

Other sports offer more 
teamwork, which can be 
enjoyable, but with wrestling 
it’s all about individual effort.

“Basketball’s more fun,” 
he agreed, “and there’s four 
other people out there you can 
blame something on. I mean 
wrestling, it’s just you and 
another guy, and you’re both 

By Todd Bennington of NLJ

Dogie boy’s head basketball coach 
Allen Von Eye, now in his 10th year 
of coaching for Newcastle and eighth 
as head coach, feels fortunate. His 
Varsity squads have made it to the 
state tournament five out of the last 
seven years, and not every coach, after 
all, can boast of working with such a 
cooperative and hardworking bunch 
of players.

“We’re pretty lucky,” he enthused. 
“We’ve got a group of guys — and 
always have since I’ve been here — 
who work their tails off. They work 
really hard. They buy in to what 
you’re doing as a coach, and it shows. 
Every single March we’re always in 
the mix [for State], and that’s our goal, 
to always be in the mix. We may be 

one of the smaller schools as far as our 
conference goes, but we love that. We 
love the underdog status, if you will 
… It’s a tough conference. I’m biased 
obviously, but I think we play in the 
toughest conference that there is in all 
classifications in Wyoming.”

Come regular season’s end, it 
doesn’t get much easier of course. As 
for how the Dogies fared at the big 
show last year, well, it wasn’t smooth 
sailing there either.

“We ran into a very, very tough 
Powell team,” Von Eye recalled of 
the Dogies’ first-round game. “They 
were the number one team in the state 
coming in to it. They played well 
and got us, and then we came down 
the stretch and gave Rawlins all they 
could handle in the loser-out game and 
ended up losing right at the very end, 

in the last minute.”
Still, the Dogies are a scrappy 

bunch, having made their opponents 
earn those wins basket by basket by 
putting up a tenacious, high-pressure 
defense, one that has become some-
thing of their trademark. 

“We’re a defensive-oriented bas-
ketball team,” Von Eye explained. 
“It’s something we’ve hung our hats 
on for the last seven years. Something 
we’re going to hang our hats on as 
long as I’m here … It’s our best way 
of being successful in this conference 
… We’re not going to have, one to 12, 
the same quality of athletes that every-
body else does, so you can guarantee 
that we’re going to outwork you, and 
we’re going to defend you better than 
you can defend.”

But while not exactly short on 

talented athletes this year, Von Eye 
admits the Dogies are seriously 
lacking in size, something that will 
necessitate Newcastle changing up 
their game a bit, both offensively and 
defensively.

“Offensively we switch each and 
every year depending on what we 
have for kids,” he said of the Dogie 
strategy. “This year we’re going to 
slow it down a little more than what 
we [would normally], play a little 
bit more in the half-court, and we’re 
going to do it defensively as well. Last 
year we were a pressure team. We got 
up and played 84 feet and tried pres-
suring people. This year we’ll back 
off a little bit and play more in the 
half-court, because we don’t have a 

Schedule

The Score
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Boys Basketball
12/06	 VJ	 East−West Challenge @Cody	 A	 TBA
12/07	 VJ	 East−West Challenge @Cody	 A	 TBA

Girls Basketball
12/06	 VJ	 East−West Challenge @Buffalo	 A	 TBA
12/07	 VJ	 East−West Challenge @Buffalo	 A	 TBA

Wrestling
12/05	 VJ	 Hot Springs Bison 	 H	 5PM
12/06	 VJ	 Custer Invitational 	 A	 1PM
12/07	 VJ	 Custer Invitational 	 A	 9AM

Newcastle

Upton
Boys Basketball
12/6-7	 Upton Invite	 Noon

Girls Basketball
12/6-7	 Upton Invite	 Noon

Wrestling
12/6-7	 Custer Invite @Custer

Girls Basketball 7th grade “A” team
Newcastle 32, Moorcroft 24

Girls Basketball “B” Team
Nov. 19:
Newcastle 8, Moorcroft 14

News Letter Journal

— See Hoops, Page 14

Crabtree 
overlooked 

for Super 25
By Todd Bennington of NLJ

Two-time East Defensive 
Player of the Year and all-round 
student-athlete Merritt Crabtree 
was left off of the Casper Star-
Tribune’s Super 25, an annual list 
of the best high school football 
players in the state, owing to an 
apparent breakdown in commu-
nication between Tribune sports-
writer Jack Nowlin and Newcastle 
High School coaches and officials.

“I’m afraid the reason he’s not 
on the team is mostly my fault,” 
Nowlin wrote in an email apology 
addressed to Newcastle’s Head 
Football Coach Matt Conzelman. 
“I’d like to use the fact that [the 
Casper Star-Tribune] went through 
the fall season without either a 
sports editor or a high school 
coordinator, as an excuse, but the 
simple fact of the matter is I didn’t 
take the time to double-check your 
email address.”

Nowlin, who wrote that his 
several attempts to contact 
Conzelman had failed due to a typo-
graphic error in an email address 
listed on the Wyoming High 
School Activities Association’s 
website, also indicated that he had 
left a voice mail for Conzelman, 
a claim questioned by Newcastle 

— See Crabtree, Page 14

— See Wrestling, Page 20
Todd Bennington/NLJ

Bradon Rushton and Nick Bock gear up for the season during wrestling practice last week at Newcastle High School.
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Athletic Director Todd Quigley.
“Yes, there certainly was a typo in the email 

listed in the WHSAA home page and that does 
explain why the emails [to Conzelman] were 
never received or returned,” Quigley wrote 
in an email response to Nowlin, “[but] if you 
attempted to call Coach Conzelman on the 
phone number listed on the WHSAA directory 
page and left a voice mail for him to return the 
call, we would have an electronic record of that 
call. The number listed is our main high school 
office and our secretaries would have redirected 
the call to Mr. Conzelman. We do not have an 
electronic record of the call, or of the voice mail. 
Additionally our secretaries have no written 
log of a call from the Casper Star-Tribune. I 
question why there was no attempt to email or 
contact myself in regard to the situation.”

Speaking to the News Letter Journal on 
Monday, Quigley expressed frustration regarding 
Crabtree’s exclusion from the prestigious list, 
which is accompanied by an invitation to attend a 
banquet award ceremony that took place this year 
at Casper’s Parkway Plaza Hotel.

“If the Caspar Star-Tribune believes they’re 
the state paper, if you will, [they] probably need 
to report outlying areas with a little more detail to 
avoid situations [such as this]. Like I said in my 
email back to Mr. Nowlin, it’s really not whether 
the student was deserving or not, because he’s 
obviously one of the best student-athletes we’ve 
had in a long time [and] one of our top football 
players in a long time. Every possible opportunity 
to communicate should have been exhausted in 
my opinion, and that’s what’s disappointing in 
[this] situation. [It’s] not [so much] that he was 
… left off, but the effort on their part [to get in 
contact with us] seemed to be minimal.”

Quigley went on to praise Crabtree, who was 
included by Nowlin on the Tribune’s Super 25 

second team, as a great student-athlete who typi-
fies the best of Wyoming high school sports.

Nowlin did not immediately return a message 
left on his cell phone by the News Letter Journal 
requesting comment. In his email to Conzelman 
he wrote that the Casper Star-Tribune has received 
criticism in the past for including players without 
first verifying the selections with the respective 
coaches and that this had factored into the deci-
sion not to include Crabtree. 

Cody Hostetter, who appeared on the list in 
1998, is to date the only Newcastle athlete to have 
ever been included on the Super 25’s first team.
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Postseason Awards
Football
East Defensive Player of 
the Year:
Merritt Crabtree
All-State:
Merritt Crabtree
Phil Jagelski
Wade Gordon
All-State 2nd Team:
Dillon Ehlers
Jake Villanueva
Garrett Liggett
All-Conference:
Dillon Ehlers
Jake Villanueva
Merritt Crabtree
Johnny Walker
Garrett Liggett
Phil Jagelski
Wade Gordon
All-Conference 2nd Team:
Colton Sweet
Bradon Rushton
Kolton Hall
Tyler Lewis
Mason Pisciotti

Cross Country
All-State:
Tristan Mitchell
Trace Buckert
Justin Francis
All-Conference:
Andy Nelson
Trace Buckert
Tristan Mitchell
Justin Francis
Calbi Ausmann

Volleyball
All-State:
Anna Henkle
All-Conference:
Anna Henkle
Hannah Cass

Swimming
All-Conference:
Kaylee Harley
Mikenna Waggener
Rachel Henkle

Crabtree from page 13...................................................................................................................................

Registration
Mandatory Parent Meeting

Wednesday, December  11th

6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Newcastle High School Commons

Any child, boy or girl. Must be 4 years old.
Please Bring: Copy of birth certificate 

Newcastle Fall Guys

NLJ File Photo
Outstanding athlete Merritt Crabtree, No. 44, in a game against Mountain View in August.

whole lot of depth at the bigs, 
and so you’ve gotta keep those 
guys on the floor. You can’t 
run them to death or get them 
in foul trouble.”

“We’ve got Nate McMahon, 
who’s a senior who’s played 
for us a little bit at 6-5,” Von 
Eye continued of the vertically 
challenged Dogies. “He’ll 
come in and play some good 
minutes for us inside. We’re 
smaller as far as our bigs go 
from there on. Justin Francis 
will play for us inside as well, 
and he drops down to about 
6 foot or 6-1, and then we’ve 
got some younger guys off the 
bench who we will possibly 
work into that rotation.”

“But the positive being,” 
Von Eye continued of this 
season’s adjustments, “we’re 
willing to change what we do 
offensively. In the past we’ve 
gone with two bigs on the 
floor at all times … This year 
we’ll go with one. We’ll play 
a little bit more of a spread 
offense, so we’ll go four out, 
one in. We’ve changed things 
a little bit to help play into 
our strengths and mitigate our 
weaknesses. That’s one of the 
reasons that we’ll play more 
zone. When Nate McMahon 

comes off the floor we’re 
going to be extremely small, so 
if you try to play man-to-man 
defense that sets you up for 
some pretty difficult match-
ups at times. It’s going to be 
something we’ll have to learn 
to deal with.”

With four seniors this 
year, one of whom — Jake 
Villanueva — is turning out 
for basketball for the first 
time after having wrestled the 
last three years, the Dogies 
will also be a fairly inexperi-
enced team. They’ll face their 
first hurdles of the season on 
Dec. 6 and 7 at the East-West 
Challenge at Cody.

“It’s not actually a tourna-
ment,” Von Eye explained of 
the Challenge. “It’s a classic 
where you’re just going to play 
three games and call it good. 
These are non-conference 
games. We’ll end up playing 
Powell first, then Cody, and 
then Jackson. We like it … 
We’ve always loved this  
tournament because it’s 3A 
competition, and it’s who you 
have a possibility of matching 
up with at the very end of 
the season at the state tourna-
ment. It really gives you a 
good gauge of where you’re at 

early in the season.”
Von Eye acknowledged it 

will be a challenging warm-up 
for his team, but he wouldn’t 
have it any other way, he said. 

“It’s going to start off 
tough. Powell is one of the 
favorites as far as state goes 
again. They made it to the 
state title game last year and a 
couple of their best players are 
returning … It’s going to be a 
great test for us right off the 
bat, which is what we like. I’d 
rather play up any day. We’re 
here to teach skills for life, and 
you’ve got to know how to rise 
up. It’s always best to face the 
highest level of competition 
you can to challenge yourself 
personally.”

“It’s [going to be] an 
exciting season,” Von Eye 
said, wrapping things up. 
“We’ve got some really good 
returning basketball players, 
and one of the best in the entire 
conference in Wade Gordon … 
We’ve got some young kids 
who are going to be exciting 
to watch at the Varsity level. 
They’re going to get their  
feet wet early, and they’re 
going to get thrown to the fire 
a little bit because we need 
them depth-wise.”

Hoops from page 13...............................................................................................................................................



By Todd Bennington of NLJ

The Lady Dogie B-ballers expect 
nothing less than success this time 
around after experiencing a break-
through season last year that saw them 
make a run at the state championship.

As Tyler Bartlett, now in his fifth 
season as head coach, explained, 
last year’s success was no accident, 
having come about through several 
years of trial and error on his part, not 
to mention hard work on the part of 
his players.

“We went through some tough 
years those first few years trying to 
kind of establish things and develop 
things,” he told the News Letter 
Journal on Monday, “but we were 
fortunate last year to make it to the 
state semi-finals. We kind of went on a 
run at the end of the year … We gradu-
ated three seniors [last year] who were 
pretty valuable leaders, pretty impor-
tant parts of our program. They were 
our first freshman class. They kind of 
helped us establish what we wanted 
to do as a program, so those would be 
shoes that we need to fill …”

But having set a precedent for 
what constitutes a successful season 
last year, Bartlett believes his girls 

are indeed ready to again step up and 
fill those big shoes. With five seniors 
on the team this season he believes he 
has just the right blend of talent and 
experience.

“I feel like we have a pretty nice 
mix of kids who are returning with 
experience and then some up and 
coming younger kids who should 
mesh well together this year,” he said. 
“There are talented younger kids … 
who have some learning to do, but 
at the same time they’re athletic, 
and they’re picking things up pretty 
quickly.”

In regard to the particulars of 
coaching girls as opposed to boys, 
Bartlett admitted that may have been 
part of the learning curve he’s faced as 
a coach over the past few years.

“That’s been part of my learning 
process,” he confided, “learning how 
to handle girls. You definitely have to 
coach to the emotions a little bit more. 
You really do. They think with their 
hearts a little bit sometimes and so you 
have to reach out to that a little bit.”

However Bartlett believes there are 
benefits in addition to any challenges, 
to coaching the fairer sex, whom he 
believes are especially team-oriented 
and open to taking instruction. 

“The nicest thing about it is the 
buy-in,” he said. “If you ask the girls 
to do something, they do it, and they 
do it with as much effort as they 
[can muster]. That’s something [the 
coaching staff] has always appreci-
ated. If we put something on them and 
say, ‘hey, we want you to try this. We 
want you to do this,’ then they do it.”

When it comes, however, to the 
style of play favored by the Lady 
Dogies, well, truth be told, it’s any-
thing but ladylike.

“We really like to play up-tempo,” 
Bartlett explained of the Lady Dogies’ 
strategy. “[We favor] a lot of pres-
sure defense really trying to force 
turnovers in full court or half court 
or whatever the case may be … and 
then [we] really try to get out and run 
on the offensive end. It’s something 
we work on every day in practice. 
It’s something we preach, even all 
summer long, that we want to be in 
better shape than everybody else, and 
we want to use that to our advantage.”

Even more aggressive than their 
full-court press, though, are the girls’ 
ambitions, and Bartlett feels they may 
well have even jumped the gun last 
year as far as expectations and readi-
ness are concerned. 

“I think to go to the state semi-
finals last year was probably a year 
early,” he reflected. “I think we over-
achieved a bit last year, which was a 
testament to the girls and the effort 
they put in during the off season. I 
think this year, [with] the talent level 
that we have, the understanding of the 
game that we have, [and] leadership at 
the senior level … I think we’re going 
to set the bar high. Obviously you 
have to stay healthy, and obviously 
you’ve got to take care of things. It’s 
December, so it’s a little early to think 
about where we might stack up in the 
state tournament, but at the same time 
I think it’s something we know we 
want to shoot for.”

Staying healthy, with the help of 
proper conditioning and a little luck, 
is a big part of it, Bartlett explained.

“We have a freshman and a junior 
coming off of ACL injuries from last 
year. It’s always something that’s not 
too far from your mind. You do the 
best you can with your summer con-
ditioning and your strength stuff to 
try to get them ready, try to get them 
in shape. We’re all at risk at some 
point of having those injuries, and if 
you’re going to have a deep run in the 
state playoffs, sometimes the ball just 

has to bounce your way, and some-
times you just have to be healthy. I 
think every team in our conference 
is just one or two injuries away from 
being a very different team than what 
they are.”

Come this Friday, Newcastle will 
get a chance to see just what kind of 
a team they are, not to mention what 
kind of a team third-ranked Powell 
is, as they take on the Panthers in the 
first game of the East-West Challenge 
in Buffalo. 

“They’ll be tough. They just won 
the state volleyball championship,” 
Bartlett observed, while noting the 
overlap between participation in the 
two sports, “so we expect some ath-
leticism [on their part].” 

After Powell, Newcastle will face 
the additional hurdles of Cody and 
Jackson, both on Saturday.

“All three of those schools are 
about twice as big as Newcastle, so 
their talent pool is a little deeper 
and that creates a challenge for us,” 
Bartlett admitted in conclusion. “We 
went 2-1 at the East-West last year. 
We’d like to better that this year, 
but obviously what we’re looking 
forward to doing is just getting out 
there and playing.”
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Shopping local starts right here!
We continually encourage community members to shop at local businesses. Your local newspaper is the best way to get 

your business information out to the community. We are here to help you tell shoppers in Weston County what you 
have to offer. Right now we are getting ready to kick off Countdown to Christmas with the best deals on advertising of 

the whole year! Call Stacy or Becky today and ask about our holiday advertising special.
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Newcastle High School's Dogie basketball teams pitted against themselves in scrimmage games 
last week for "Meet the Dogies" night at the Dogie Dome, kicking off their season. Above, 
boy's basketball coach Matt Conzelman with Dillon Ehlers, Triston Roberson, Chandler Byrd, 
Trenton Engle, Nate McMahon and Cooper Karp. Below, Colton Sweet and Trenton Engle. 
At left, Lady Dogies Scottlyn Wiggins and Anna Henkle go head to head, along with Sierra 
LaCroix, Abby Gray, Alyssa Dawson and Abi Deveraux. (Photos by Todd Bennington and 
Denice Pisciotti/NLJ)

Lady Dogies anticipate successful season

Meet the Dogies …
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INVITATION FOR BIDS

The City Of Newcastle, Wyoming (“City”) will 
accept sealed bids for the purchase of the follow-
ing real property owned by the City:

Legal Description:

A tract of land being a portion of Outlot A, 
sometimes referred to as Tract A-8 of the Original 
Town of Newcastle, and a portion of the vacated 
South Seneca Avenue in the City of Newcastle, 
Weston County, Wyoming.  A complete legal 
description is available upon request from the 
City Administrative Office located at 10 West 
Warwick, Newcastle, Wyoming.

Street Address:
415 S. Seneca Avenue
Newcastle, Wyoming

The minimum bid amount is $5,500.00.  The 
real property will be sold to the highest bidder 
bidding more than the minimum bid.  Bids must 
be submitted in a sealed envelope marked as 
“Bid  for 415 S. Seneca” (or similar language) to 
the City Administrative Office located at 10 West 
Warwick Street, Newcastle, Wyoming  82701 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on December 16, 2013.  
The bids will be publicly opened and the high-
est bidder announced by the City at 7:15 p.m. on 
December 16, 2013 in the City Council Chambers 
on the second floor of the City Administrative 
Office.  The highest bidder will have five (5) busi-
ness days to pay the bid amount in full by certi-
fied funds (cashiers’ check), and if the successful 
bidder fails to do so, the highest bidder shall for-
feit any and all right to purchase the real proper-
ty, and the City may accept the next highest bid, 
and the same payment procedure shall apply.  
Title to the real property shall be conveyed by 
quitclaim deed, and the real property shall be 
conveyed “as is and where is”, without warranty, 
and subject to any and all easements, right-of-
ways, covenants, restrictions, reservations or 
other encumbrances of record and/or sight, but 
free and clear of any mortgages or liens. Title 
insurance will not be provided by the City. The 
City reserves the right to reject any and all bids 
in the sole discretion of the City Governing Body.

DATED this 7th day of October, 2013.

City of Newcastle
By: Charita Brunner, City Clerk/Treasurer

(Publish November 28, December 5 and 12, 
2013)

NOTICE OF INTENT TO TRANSFER FUNDS & 
ADJUST BUDGET

Notice is hereby given that the City of 
Newcastle, Wyoming, proposes to make the fol-
lowing budget adjustment for the budget year 
ending June 30, 2014.  

OTHER ENGINEERING SERVICES – Streets   
$ 30,000.00 Increase City Engineer-Street 
Department
“Other Engineering	 Acct. #1 4318 390

Notice is further given that this matter will be 
considered and acted upon by the City Council at 
their regular meeting on Monday, December 16, 
2013 at 7:45 p.m.

Greg James, Mayor
ATTEST: Charita Brunner, City Clerk/

Treasurer

(Publish December 5 and 12, 2013)

120(A)-13   NOTICE OF FINAL PAYMENT

Pursuant to Section 16-6-116, Wyoming 
Statutes, 1982, republished edition as amended, 
notice is hereby given that the Weston County 
and The City of Newcastle has accepted the 
work on the Mondell Field Airport Construct 
Runway 13-31 Extension Project, as substantially 
completed according to the plans and specifica-
tions and rules set forth in the Contract and that 
DRM, Inc. is entitled to final settlement therefore.  
Upon the 41st day, (January 16, 2014), after the 
first publication of this notice, the Weston County 
and The City of Newcastle, under whose direc-
tion of supervision the work has been carried out 
will pay to DRM, Inc. the full amount due under 
the Contract.  All persons, firms, or corporations 
who have any claims for work done or materials 
furnished on said public work are hereby noti-
fied that final payment will be made to DRM, Inc. 
in accordance with the terms of the Contract 
dated September 5, 2012.  This section does 
not relieve DRM, Inc. and the sureties on his/her 
bond from any claims of work or labor done or 
materials or supplies furnished in the execution 
of the Contract. 

(Publish December 5, 12 and 19, 2013)
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given by the City of 
Newcastle, Wyoming pursuant to Wyoming 
Statute Section 15-1-112(b)(ii) that the City pro-
poses to trade the following-described land val-
ued at $1,000.00 owned by the City:

 A tract of land that lays in the W½ SE¼ of 
Section 29, Township 45 North, Range 61 West 
of the 6th P.M., Weston County, Wyoming and 
more particularly described as follows:

Commencing at a point which lays N 
51°55’19”W a distance of 2263.65 feet from the 
Southeast Corner of Section 29, Township 45 
North, Range 61 West of the 6th P.M., Weston 
County, Wyoming  and is the point of beginning;

Thence S 78°50’35” W for a distance of 
337.95 feet to an 1½” aluminum capped rebar;

Thence N 08°19’03” W for a distance of 
201.51 feet to an 1½” aluminum capped rebar;

Thence southeasterly along a non-tangent 
curve to the right with a central angle of 
10°59’12” and a radius of 2009.86 feet (which 
chord bears S 69° 37’03” E with a length of 
384.81 feet) for an arc distance of 385.40 feet to 
an 1½” aluminum capped re-bar and the point of 
beginning.  

for the following-described land valued at 
$1,000.00 owned by Manewal-Bradley Oil Co.:

A tract of land that lays in the NE ¼ SW ¼ 
and the W ½ SE ¼ of Section 29, Township 
45 North, Range 61 West of the 6th P.M., 
Weston County, Wyoming and more particularly 
described as follows:

Commencing at a point which lays N 65° 
04’ 27”W a distance of 3261.59 feet from the 
Southeast Corner of Section 29, Township 45 
North, Range 61 West of the 6th P.M., Weston 
County, Wyoming and is the point of beginning;

Weston County School District #1
GENERAL FUND WARRANTS OVER 500

November 2013

Vendor/Payee	 Amount
AAMCO TRANSMISSIONS	 $1,680.00
AUDIO-VIDEO SOLUTIONS, INC	 $4,231.57
BEST WESTERN  RAMKOTA HOTEL	

$1,368.86
BLACK HILLS CHEMICAL CO.	 $2,634.11
BLUEBIRD LLC	 $870.00
CITY OF NEWCASTLE	 $2,210.60
CLASSROOM DIRECT	 $734.17
FRONTIER HOME RANCH AND HOME	

$1,544.15
GATEWAY AUTO SUPPLY	 $951.92
HAMPTON BUFFALO	 $750.00
HAWKINS,INC	 $687.10
HILLYARD, INC.	 $566.21
LITTLE AMERICA HOTEL	 $882.68
NEWSLETTER JOURNAL	 $1,195.50
SIGMA-ALDRICH	 $809.28
SOPRIS WEST	 $1,937.28
SUPER 8 WHEATLAND	 $651.00
UNIVERSAL ATHLETIC	 $5,662.03
WYOMING ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION	

$1,010.00
CHILDREN'S CARE HOSPITAL	 $6,381.00
NORTH PLATTE PT SERVICES, INC	

$3,637.65
RENEW	 $1,314.00
WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DIST -	

$967,258.95
BLACK HILLS POWER & LIGHT CORP	

$19,479.84
DICK BLICK 	 $1,835.75
THE CODY	 $1,149.00
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION   $510.76
ELDER EQUIPMENT LEASING OF WYO	

$1,053.18
GOLDEN WEST TECHNOLOGIES &     $5,950.00
HANSEN AND PECK	 $2,140.00
BILL LAMBERT 	 $529.20
LAMINEX	 $1,670.90
LITTLE AMERICA HOTEL	 $1,246.00
LONG BUILDING TECHNOLOGIES, INC	

$1,064.95
MARCO	 $5,827.95
NORTHERN TRUCK EQUIPMENT CENTER	

$5,550.00
NORTHWEST PIPE FITTINGS, INC.     $5,898.00
RALPH OBRAY 	 $589.50
POWDER RIVER ENERGY CORP	 $5,781.48
PURCHASE POWER	 $3,000.00
JOHN RIESLAND 	 $529.20
SCHOOL SPECIALTY INC	 $898.45
SHORT STOP	 $4,059.20
SOURCEGAS	 $11,457.00
UNIVERSAL ATHLETIC	 $3,691.80
VISA	 $1,651.88
VISA	 $2,108.47
WESTON CO. HEALTH SERVICES	 $630.00
WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DIST-FED	

$9,242.41
Weston County School District #1	 $30,000.00
WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT #1`	

$857.68
JENNIFER WOMACK 	 $623.76
Checking Account Total:	 $1,137,994.42
EASTBAY	 $1,910.00
TRUE NORTH STEEL	 $888.71
EASY FUNDRAISING IDEAS	 $864.00
EDVOTEK, INC	 $2,297.00
FOOD SERVICE OF AMERICA	 $534.68
NATIONAL FFA ORGANIZATION	 $619.50
NW ACDA WOMENS HONOR CHOIR	

$1,280.00
NW ACDA YOUTH HONOR CHOIR	

$800.00
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR-13	 $5,449.94
VISA	 $3,336.05
VISA	 $814.20
WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DIST -       $518.00
WOODY'S	 $2,014.88
Checking Account Total:	 $21,326.96
WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DIST -       $750.00
BLACK HILLS POWER & LIGHT CORP	

$1,727.52
SOURCEGAS	 $2,782.14
WCSD	 $1,767.11
Weston County School District #1	 $1,377.77
Checking Account Total:	 $8,404.54
DEAN FOODS NC	 $1,502.06
FOOD SERVICE OF AMERICA	 $4,993.69
WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF ED	 $1,072.96
DEAN FOODS NC	 $1,176.69
FOOD SERVICE OF AMERICA	 $5,244.88
WESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DIST -	

$21,838.47
WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION	

$4,573.63
Checking Account Total:	 $40,402.38
DALE BUCKINGHAM ARCHITECTS LLC	

$21,121.03
WEST PLAINS ENGINEERING, INC     $2,470.00
LEIGHTON CONSTRUCTION	 $74,026.80
Checking Account Total:	 $97,617.83
COLORADO DOORWAYS INC	 $1,159.20
BLACK HILLS PLUMBING & HEATING,   $695.42
TERRACON	 $558.80
Checking Account Total:	 $2,413.42
WCSD#1	 $15,464.96
Checking Account Total:	 $15,464.96
Grand Total:	 $1,323,624.51

(Publish December 5, 2013)

FORECLOSURE SALE NOTICE

WHEREAS, default in the payment of prin-
cipal and interest has occurred under the terms 
of a promissory note (“Note”) and real estate 
mortgage (“Mortgage”).  The Mortgage dated 
March 22, 2013, was executed and delivered by 
Bret L Rasmussen (“Mortgagor(s)”) to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for Ally Bank, its successors and assigns, 
as security for the Note of the same date, and 
said Mortgage was recorded on April 8, 2013,  
at Reception No. 742718 in Book 344 at Page 
210 in the records of the office of the County 
Clerk and ex-officio Register of Deeds in and for 
Weston County, State of Wyoming; and 

WHEREAS, the mortgage was assigned for 
value as follows:

Assignee: Ocwen Loan Servicing, LLC 
Assignment dated: September 20, 2013
Assignment recorded: September 27, 2013
Assignment recording information: at 

Reception No. 746814 in Book 347 at Page 905

All in the records of the County Clerk and 
ex-officio Register of Deeds in and for Weston 
County, Wyoming.

WHEREAS, the Mortgage contains a power 
of sale which by reason of said default, the 
Mortgagee declares to have become operative, 
and no suit or proceeding has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt secured by the Mortgage, 
or any part thereof, nor has any such suit or pro-
ceeding been instituted and the same discontin-
ued; and

WHEREAS, written notice of intent to fore-
close the Mortgage by advertisement and sale 
has been served upon the record owner and the 
party in possession of the mortgaged premises 
at least ten (10) days prior to the commencement 
of this publication, and the amount due upon the 
Mortgage on the date of first publication of this 
notice of sale being the total sum of $218,833.19 
which sum consists of the unpaid principal bal-
ance of $214,093.04 plus interest accrued to 
the date of the first publication of this notice in 
the amount of $4,119.27, plus other costs in the 
amount of $ 620.88, plus attorneys’ fees, costs 
expended, and accruing interest and late charges 
after the date of first publication of this notice of 
sale;

WHEREAS, The property being foreclosed 
upon may be subject to other liens and encum-
brances that will not be extinguished at the sale.  
Any prospective purchaser should research the 
status of title before submitting a bid;

NOW, THEREFORE Ocwen Loan Servicing, 
LLC, as the Mortgagee, will have the Mortgage 
foreclosed as by law provided by causing the 
mortgaged property to be sold at public venue 
by the Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff in and for 
Weston County, Wyoming to the highest bid-
der for cash at 10:00 o’clock in the forenoon on 
January 7, 2014 at the front door of the Weston 
County Courthouse located at 1 West Main, 
Newcastle, WY, Weston County, for application 
on the above-described amounts secured by 
the Mortgage, said mortgaged property being 
described as follows, to-wit:

LOT 30, BLOCK 3, WEST SADDLE 
SUBDIVISION OF ARNOLD 1ST EXTENSION 
TO THE CITY OF NEWCASTLE, WESTON 
COUNTY, WYOMING ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF RECORDED SEPTEMBER 21, 
1977 AS INSTRUCMENT NUMBER 423398

with an address of 3353 Stirrup St, 
Newcastle, WY  82701.

Together with all improvements thereon situ-
ate and all fixtures and appurtenances thereto.

Ocwen Loan Servicing, LLC 
By: The Castle Law Group, LLC
123 West 1st Street, Ste. 400
Casper, WY 82601-0000
(307) 333–5379

(Publish December 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2013)
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Thence S 89°07’13” E along the E-W 1/16 line 
for a distance of 423.20 feet to an 1½” aluminum 
capped rebar;  

Thence S 24°34’11” E for a distance of 21.70 
feet to an 1½”  aluminum capped rebar;

Thence N 61°50’10”E for a distance of 21.17 
feet to an 1½” aluminum capped rebar; 

Thence northeasterly along the north bound-
ary of Lot 19, Block 4, Black Hills View Addition 
to the City of Newcastle, Wyoming on a non-
tangent curve to the right with a central angle 
of 07°27’16” and a radius of 393.00 feet (which 
chord bears N 70°55’25” E with a length of 50.50 
feet) for an arc distance of 51.13 feet to an 

1 ½” aluminum capped rebar;
Thence S 87°46’26” E along the north bound-

ary of Lots 19 and 20 for a distance of 92.48 feet 
to intersect the south boundary of the proposed 
marginal route deeded to the City of Newcastle 
by the Wyoming Highway Department;

Thence westerly along the south boundary of 
the City property on a curve to the left with a cen-
tral angle of 12°09’35” and a radius of 1809.86 
feet (which chord bears N 86°38’22” W with a 
length of 383.38 feet)  for an arc distance of 
384.10 feet to a point;

Thence southwesterly along a spiral curve to 
the left which chord bears S 84°45’13” W with a 
length of 209.04 feet to a 5/8” rebar and the point 
of beginning. 

A public hearing regarding the proposed land 
trade will be held on December 16,  2013 at 7:30 
p.m. in the City Council Chambers located on the 
second floor of the City Administration Building 
located at 10 West Warwick Street, Newcastle, 
Wyoming.

Dated this 18th day of November, 2013.

Charita Brunner, Clerk/Treasurer

(Publish November 28, December 5 and 12, 
2013)

inspections. Commercial alarm reported. Suicide 
threats. Phone harassment reported.

November 28
Missing dog reported. Disturbance reported. 

911 hang up. Hazard reported. 
Report of a dog at large, 
Impounded. Drunk driver 
reported. Missing dog reported. 
Report of a dog at large.

November 29
Assist other agency. Barking 

dog complaint. Report of a dog 
at large. Traffic stop, no action 
taken. Report of a dog at large. 
Traffic stop, Written Warning 
issued. Traffic stop, no action 
taken. Traffic stop, no action 
taken. Barking dog complaint. 

Report of a dog at large.
November 30
Domestic reported, one arrest. Minor accident 

reported. Injured deer reported. Report of a dog 
at large. Traffic stop, Citation issued. Dead cat 
reported. Suspicious activity reported. Gas drive 
off reported. Traffic stop, Written Warning issued. 
Traffic stop, Written Warning issued. Traffic stop, 
Written Warning issued. Extra patrol requested. 
Traffic stop, Written Warning issued. Suicide 
threats. Civil problem reported.

November 24, 2013
Missing dog reported. Traffic stop, Citation 

issued. Parking complaint. Traffic complaint. 
Assist other agency. Traffic stop, Citation 
issued. Traffic stop, Citation issued. 
Traffic stop, Citation issued. Residential 
alarm reported. Civil standby requested. 
Suicide threatened. Traffic stop, Citation 
issued. Trespass reported. Civil problem 
reported.

November 25
Traffic stop, Written Warning issued. 

Report of a dog at large. Theft reported. 
Drug paraphernalia found. Trespass 
reported. Stray cat reported. Civil prob-
lem reported. Traffic complaint. Assist 
other agency.

November 26
Assist other agency. Assist other agency. 

Five VIN inspections. Traffic stop, Citation 
issued. Trespass Order requested. Welfare 
check requested. Traffic stop, Written Warning 
issued. Assist other agency. Drunk driver report-
ed. 911 hang up.

November 27
Traffic stop, Equipment Repair Order issued. 

Open door discovered. Report of a dog at large. 
Civil standby requested. Civil standby requested. 
Civil standby requested. 911 hang up. Three VIN 
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HOLIDAY MOVIES

ACROSS
1. Bug hitting windshield, e.g.
6. Presidents’ Day month
9. Party barrels
13. Moonshine
14. Grassland
15. Beyond normal limits
16. _____ Boo Boo
17. Opposite of nothing
18. It has front and rear seats
19. *Misfit elf dentist
21. *”It’s a Wonderful Life” star
23. Unopened tulip
24. Oliver Twist, e.g.
25. White wine and cassis
28. ___ _ good example
30. Sect follower
35. “National Velvet” author 
Bagnold
37. Earth’s neighbor
39. Some are on a shorter one 
than others
40. Windmill blade
41. Top dog
43. Attached to a wheel
44. Magazine’s special feature
46. *”A Christmas Story” leg 
____
47. Capital on the Dnieper
48. Vital
50. Cleopatra’s necklace
52. Chester White’s home
53. Strip of wood
55. *”__ Be Home For 
Christmas”
57. *It happened on 34th Street
61. Show off
64. Acid in proteins
65. Ides month
67. Holy See loyalist practicing 
different rites
69. Closely watched on Black 
Friday
70. Before prefix
71. ___ Domingo
72. Old World duck
73. *Astaire’s character in 
“Holiday Inn”
74. Clear the blackboard

DOWN
1. “Be quiet!”
2. *”Winnie the ____ and 
Christmas Too”
3. Like a famous Ranger
4. Tart
5. Immune system organ
6. Strip the skin off
7. Slippery reef dweller
8. Model-building wood
9. Acknowledged or recognized
10. Tropical tuberous root
11. Its seed yields gum used as 
thickener
12. Email folder
15. Utilitarian
20. Swelling from accumulation 
of fluid
22. Clinical twitching
24. “On the _______” or in a 
belligerent mood
25. *He was left home alone
26. Silly
27. Between shampoo and 
repeat
29. ____ tale
31. Pipe problem
32. Yellow rides
33. Speck in the ocean
34. *Famous lampooner on 
Christmas vacation
36. Owner’s acquisition
38. Idiot, Yiddish
42. Patriots’ Day month
45. Phone companies
49. Indian dish
51. *Agreement to assume 

Santa’s identity
54. Dangle a carrot
56. Relating to the moon
57. Physics calculation
58. Mosque V.I.P.
59. Agitate

60. All over again
61. *Santa’s bitter old brother
62. Columbus’ vessel
63. Makes lace
66. Exist
68. Corn site

Fun and Games

Last week’s answers

DATE	HI	 LO	 Precip	
S-24	 46	  24	
M-25	 42	  20	
T-26	 40	  24	
W-27	 55	  19
T-28	 42	  26	
F-29	 54	  26	
S-30	 48	  27	

Weather Vane

We would like to congratulate 
you for advertising

your business!
Whether you choose the printed 
word in newspaper advertising 

through the News Letter Journal 
or the theater of the mind in 
radio advertising on KASL, 
you know the importance of 
advertising – and we know

you see the results.

Advertising Works,
and we hope you'll let us show you how.

Call kAsL radio or the news Letter Journal,
your hometown advertising specialists

right here in newcastle.

2208 W. Main St.
746-4433

14 W. Main St. • 746-2777

Paid for by the News Letter Journal

editor@newslj.com	 December 5, 2013 — 17news letter journal FYI

FORECLOSURE SALE NOTICE

WHEREAS, default in the payment of prin-
cipal and interest has occurred under the terms 
of a promissory note (“Note”) and real estate 
mortgage (“Mortgage”).  The Mortgage dated 
November 15, 2007, was executed and deliv-
ered by Jesse R Williams and Janel L Williams 
(“Mortgagor(s)”) to First Interstate Bank, as 
security for the Note of the same date, and said 
Mortgage was recorded on November 20, 2007,  
at Reception No. 699316 in Book 302 at Page 
0196 in the records of the office of the County 
Clerk and ex-officio Register of Deeds in and for 
Weston County, State of Wyoming; and 

WHEREAS, the mortgage was assigned for 
value as follows:

Assignee: Wyoming Community Development 
Authority

Assignment dated: November 15, 2007
Assignment recorded: November 20, 2007
Assignment recording information: at 

Reception No. 699318 in Book 302 at Page 212

All in the records of the County Clerk and 
ex-officio Register of Deeds in and for Weston 
County, Wyoming.

WHEREAS, the Mortgage contains a power 
of sale which by reason of said default, the 
Mortgagee declares to have become operative, 
and no suit or proceeding has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt secured by the Mortgage, 
or any part thereof, nor has any such suit or pro-
ceeding been instituted and the same discontin-
ued; and

WHEREAS, written notice of intent to fore-
close the Mortgage by advertisement and sale 
has been served upon the record owner and the 
party in possession of the mortgaged premises 
at least ten (10) days prior to the commencement 
of this publication, and the amount due upon the 
Mortgage on the date of first publication of this 
notice of sale being the total sum of $174,570.52 
which sum consists of the unpaid principal bal-
ance of $164,670.30 plus interest accrued to 
the date of the first publication of this notice in 
the amount of $8,699.41, plus other costs in the 
amount of $1,200.81, plus attorneys’ fees, costs 
expended, and accruing interest and late charges 
after the date of first publication of this notice of 
sale;

WHEREAS, The property being foreclosed 
upon may be subject to other liens and encum-
brances that will not be extinguished at the sale.  
Any prospective purchaser should research the 
status of title before submitting a bid;

NOW, THEREFORE Wyoming Community 
Development Authority, as the Mortgagee, will 
have the Mortgage foreclosed as by law provided 
by causing the mortgaged property to be sold at 
public venue by the Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff in 
and for Weston County, Wyoming to the highest 
bidder for cash at 10:00 o’clock in the forenoon 
on December 10, 2013 at the front door of the 
Weston County Courthouse located at 1 West 
Main, Newcastle, WY, Weston County, for appli-
cation on the above-described amounts secured 
by the Mortgage, said mortgaged property being 
described as follows, to-wit:

LOTS 1 AND 2, BLOCK 9, FAGAN’S 
ADDITION TO UPTON, WESTON COUNTY, 
WYOMING ACCORDING TO THE RECORDED 
PLAT THEREOF. HUD TAG #NTA718328 & 
NTA718329.

with an address of 725 Sherman, Upton, WY  
82730.

Together with all improvements thereon situ-
ate and all fixtures and appurtenances thereto.

Wyoming Community Development Authority
By: The Castle Law Group, LLC
123 West 1st Street, Ste. 400
Casper, WY 82601-0000
(307) 333–5379

(Publish November 14, 21, 28 and December 
5, 2013)

Foreclosure Notice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

TO: RICHARD WOOTEN AND MELINDA 
WOOTEN			          
TS #   13-00467-8

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to WYO. STAT. §§ 34-4-101 through 34-4-113, 
Assignee, DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST 
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR SAXON ASSET 
SECURITIES TRUST 2007-4, MORTGAGE 
LOAN ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2007-4, will foreclose that certain Mortgage 
dated August 2, 2007, and given by RICHARD 
WOOTEN AND MELINDA WOOTEN, HUSBAND 
AND WIFE AS JOINT TENANTS WITH RIGHTS 
OF SURVIVORSHIP, Mortgagor(s) to SAXON 
MORTGAGE, INC., D/B/A SAXON HOME 
MORTGAGE, A CORPORATION, Original 
Mortgagee by Sale to the highest bidder at a 
public auction of the premises described pur-
suant to the “Power of Sale” contained in the 
Mortgage.  If you wish to contest said Sale, then 
you must challenge said Sale by filing a lawsuit 
in a court of competent jurisdiction.

The Mortgage was recorded in the County 
Clerk and Ex-Officio Register of Deeds of 
WESTON County on August 6, 2007, as 
Instrument No. 696511, in Book 299, at Page 
0059, which Mortgage was later assigned 
to DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST 
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR SAXON ASSET 
SECURITIES TRUST 2007-4, MORTGAGE 
LOAN ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2007-4 by an Assignment of Mortgage recorded 
in the County Clerk and Ex-Officio Register of 
Deeds of WESTON County on June 6, 2012, as 
Instrument No. 735948, in Book 337, at Page 411.

The legal notice advertising said sale will 
be published for four (4) consecutive weeks, 
at least once a week in the NEWS LETTER 
JOURNAL commencing on November 14, 
2013.  The foreclosure sale will take place on 
Tuesday, December 17, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. at the 
WESTON County Courthouse located at 1 West 
Main Street, Newcastle, Wyoming. 

The premises described in the Mortgage are 
as follows:

LOT 7, BLOCK 7 OF FAGAN’S ADDITION TO 
THE TOWN OF UPTON, WESTON COUNTY, 
WYOMING.

		
More commonly known as: 732 Grant Street, 

Upton, Wyoming 82730

In the event that a representative from a local 
title company is not present at the Sale, the Sale 
will be postponed until a later date.

THE ABOVE-REFERENCED 
MORTGAGOR(S) defaulted on the terms of the 
Note and Mortgage, and as of the date of this 
Notice, the undersigned claims an outstanding 
balance of $175,696.88.  Interest continues to 
accrue on the unpaid balance. 

The property being foreclosed upon may be 
subject to other liens and encumbrances that will 
not be extinguished at the sale and any prospec-
tive purchaser should research the status of title 
before submitting a bid.

DATED:   November 12,  2013		
	

DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST 
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR SAXON ASSET 
SECURITIES TRUST 2007-4, MORTGAGE 
LOAN ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2007-4

By: JAMES H. WOODALL
LAW OFFICES OF JAMES H. WOODALL, 
PLLC.
10808 RIVER FRONT PARKWAY, SUITE 175
SOUTH JORDAN, UTAH 84095
(801) 254-9450

(Publish November 14, 21, 28 and December 
5, 2013)

Foreclosure Notice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

PUBLIC NOTICE

The weston County School District #1 Board 
of Trustees will have a 6:00 p.m. early start to 
their meeting on December 11, 2013 to view a 
technology 3D printer demonstration. 

(Publish December 5, 2013)

Meeting Notice .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Deadline for Legals 
noon on Friday



Storage 
West

3490 W. Main
746-9469

12x24 – 10x20
10x10 – 8x12

STARDUST HOMES
Your Local Dealer for Heckaman Homes

Singles and Doublewides built to HUD standards. Modular built to IRC/
UBC code. Same as a Stick Built. Homes now available with attached 
garages! Available for your foundation within 5 weeks of order date!

11 Meadowview Lane • Newcastle • 746-4947 / 941-9998

Doell 
Rental

Storage Units in 
several sizes

746-5536
746-5332

Your local post 
frame, steel roof 

and concrete 
builder
Custom 

Construction 
& Remodeling

For all your construction 
needs call

Jackmaster
Construction

Craig Wiggins 
746-3521

Just West of 4-Way Stop at US Hwys 85 & 16

• T-Shirts • Souvenirs • Gifts
• 3 Sizes of Storage Units

1226 Washington 
Newcastle WY

Gillette Full-Service Decorating Service
Phone: 307-686-5110

Fax: 307-686-7791
Toll-free: 877-686-5110

200 W. 2nd St.
Gillette WY 82716

twoguys@2guysdeco.com
2guysdeco.com248 E. Wentworth

Newcastle WY 82701

746-4334
It feels 
just like 
Grandma’s

Pines Motel

746-2209
or

746-8045

  Clay C. Andersen

 Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Master Plumber & Builder
Construction & Remodels

Plumbing Installations & Repairs

Residential &
Light Commercial

30 Years’ Experience

Wesco 
Gas

Locally Owned
Propane Bulk Delivery

Home • Ranch • Oilfield
No Surcharge
Wesco Gas • P.O. Box 760

Newcastle WY 82701

307-746-4405

WHITE CONSTRUCTION
Upton, Wyoming

307-468-2702

Visit us online at
http://whiteconstruction.biz

Residential
Commercial

New and Remodel
Concrete

746-2777
News Letter Journal
Public Fax • Public Copier
Office Supplies • Printer
Cartridges • Legal Forms

Notary Services • Business
Card Printing • Stamps

14 W. Main • Newcastle, WY

18 — December 5, 2013	 ads@newslj.com

Culligan 
Water Conditioning

Richard D. Olstad

715 Jensen Hwy., P.O. Box 906
Hot Spring, SD 57747

605-745-3196

746-4279

The car guy you all know is now in town!

Rod Petranek
746-4475 or 866-328-7960
Evening Number 746-9622

DBM Storage

923 S. Summit

°  5x10  -  $25.00
°  10x20 - $55.00

Donny/Barb Munger
(307) 941-1010 or 

(307) 941-1570

Cleaning
Unlimited

Your Total Commercial
& ResidentialCleaning Service

• Fire & Water Restoration
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

• 24-Hour Service

746-3296
Colleen Donaldson, Owner

New Tires • Tire Repair
Oil Change • Brakes

Auto Mechanic Services

746-2544 • 629-1694
610 Morrissey Road

 Get Results!
Advertise your
business here!

Special RATE!
Small ads (1x2)

$10.00 per week*
Large ads (2x2)

  $18.00 per week*
* 26-week run required

Call 746-2777

Roofing
 Window Installation

Blow-In Insulation
Interior Remodel
Seamless Gutters
Siding, Garages,

Decks, Fences

Matthew Aldrich
Office: (307) 746-3262  Toll Free: (866) 711-9102

All Your Construction Needs

Gun Vault, LLC

Buy
Sell

Trade

Gunsmith on Duty Daily

605-662-SHOT (7468)
500 2nd Ave.

Edgemont, SD

Lone Wolf
Construction

Roofing • Siding • Decks • Windows
Doors • Pole Barns • Painting, Int & Ext

Free Estimates • Insured

Call Darby
(307) 746-8552

114 N. Sumner Ave. Newcastle, WY

In Business Over 20 Years

CLT
Flooring and Furnishings

Your One Stop Shop for All Your Home Furnishings!
 Furniture • Mattresses • Carpet • Linoleum • Tile

Ceramic Tile • Hardwood Flooring • Laminate Flooring
Window Treatments • Lamps • Artwork

1600 W. Main • Newcastle • 746-3335 • 1-800-416-0318
Free Estiamtes • Professional Installation

Code of
the West

Business Management
Public Relations Consulting
Shane Sellers 746-8378

shane@wyopr.com

Honest, practical, straight-forward

Business Advice

Not FDIC Insured. Not Guaranteed by the Bank. Not Insured
by Any Federal Government Agency. May Go Down in Value. Not a Deposit

Joanna Akers, Agent • Jessica Bettorf, Agent
24 N Sumner  .  307-746-4411  .  www.fsbnewcastle.com

Leave Your Pain In The Grass To Us!

629-0749
Speedylandscaping.com

Affordable
Lawn Care!

Sprinkler Systems Winterization,
Lawn Care, Tree Trimming, 

Handyman Services 

Smokey
Mark’s

Auction & 
Appraisal Co.

307-746-2120
smokeymarkauction.com

John’s Electric 746-2364

Most smiles are 
started by
another
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Card of Thanks
We would like to 
thank all those who 
purchased chances to 
win the Cedar Chest. 
Our winner was Dean 
Strong of Upton. A spe-
cial thank you to Ger-
ald Bock for building 
the wonderful Cedar 
Chest.

Osage Community 
Building Committee

Firearm Safety
Self-Defense 

Classes
LADIES the Weston 
County Spor tsman 
Club is conduct -
ing Ladies Firearms 
Safety and Self De-
fense Classes at the 
WCSC Indoor Range 
on Wednesday nights 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
There is no charge for 
the classes. If interest-
ed or need more infor-
mation, contact Kraig Stuart 
at 307-746-2822. 47-3tp

Seamstress
Seamstress will do 
mending and altera-
tions for jeans, slacks 
and suits; curtains, zip-
pers and new construc-
tion. Please call Betty Jensen 
at 746-3137. 49-3tp

Air Conditioner 
Covers

Fabricated right here 
in Newcastle. Protect 
your central air units 
from getting clogged 
with leaves and debris. 
Black Hills Boot & Can-
vas Repair. (307) 746-
2999. 45-4t

Help Wanted
The United States Post-
al Service in Newcastle, 
Wy is seeking a Part 
Time Laborer Custodi-
an. Weekly hours may 
very over 16 hrs. per 
week. Salary starts at 
$12.63 per hour. For 
information see Vacan-
cy Announcement at 
the Newcastle Post Of-
fice or contact Postmas-
ter at 307-746-2309.

Will Do Odd Jobs
Odd Jobs Wanted: 
Will do painting, yard 
work, tree trimming, 
gutter cleaning, etc. 
Call Leonard Lang, 
746-2999. 42-3tp 

Cliff's Tree Service
Corrective pruning, 
crown cleaning, remov-
al, fertilizing. Local ref-
erences available, In-
sured, ISA member. 
Am willing to bar-
ter. Money's tight 
why not trade. We 
accept almost anything 
of value. 629-1813.45-

Wanted To Rent
Wanted House to Rent 
in the country near 
Newcastle. Please call 
605-840-8574. 49-3tp

Rentals
FOR RENT: Efficien-
cy Apartment, $550 
Per Month. Please Call 
307-746-5541. 49-2tc

HOUSE FOR RENT: Clean 3 
BR, 2 BA Attached Ga-
rage W/Large Yard. In-
cludes W/D. First and 
Last Months Rent, $900 
Per Month, Includes 
Utilities. No Smoking, 
No Pets! Please call 
307-941-0525. 47-3tp

FOR RENT: Large 2 Bed-
room Mobile Home on 
Wood Street. Includes-
water, sewer and gar-
bage. Good condi-
tion-$565 per month. 
605-673-3048 or 605-
673-1600. 49-3p

FOR RENT: Clean, 3 
BDR, 1 BA, Double 
Wide W/Carport. NO 
PETS-NON-SMOKER. Cen-
tral Air, W/D. $750/
Month $600 Deposit 
+Propane and Electric-
ity. Looking for a Clean 
Responsible, Trustwor-
thy Tenant. Please call 
to view 307-746-5918. 
47-6tp

FOR RENT: Clean 
3 BDR-2 BA, Single 
Wide, 14x70. No 
Pets, Non-Smoker. Cen-
tral Air, W/D, $600 
Month, $500 Deposit, 
+Propane and Electrici-
ty. Looking for a Clean, 
Responsible, Trustwor-
thy Tenant. Please call 
to view 307-746-5918. 
47-6tp

FOR RENT: Three Bed-
room Mobile Home on 
private lot. 746-9446. 
01-tfc

Deadlines
Deadline-Friday!!

Rentals
FOR RENT: Two and 
Three Bedroom Mobile 
Homes with New Floor-
ing Throughout. No 
Pets Please! Please Call 
746-5711. 47-tfc
  

Land For Sale
LAND FOR SALE: 3 
miles North on 85, 
3/4 mile off Highway. 
Overlooks Cambria 
Canyon. $6000/Acre-20 or 
40 Acres. 746-5337. 34-tfc

No Trespassing
Absolutely No Tres-
passing or Hunting on 
the Burke Property at the 
west end of McArthur 
Street. Violators will be pros-
ecuted. The land is "Post-
ed". It is for sale. 48-3tp

Guns For Sale
FOR SALE: Winchester 
Model 70 mm, short 
mag bolt action, 24" 
stainless barrel, like 
new condition W/Sling 
and W/Leupold VXJJ 
3-9x40 scope with 
boxes for both, $950; 
Winchester Model 94 
AE 30-30, 20" bar-
rel lever action w/
box, never fired, $750; 
1894 Colt Army 38 
Dual Action Revolv-
er, $1000. Please call 
307-941-1661. 49-2tp 

Self-Help
BIBLE STUDY-Non- 
denominational. Thurs-
days 10 a.m. Senior 
Citizen's Dining Room. 
More info call 629-0211 
or 629-1472. 45-tfc

AL-ANON (help for 
family and friends of 
alcoholics) meets every 
Tuesday night at 6:45  
p.m. Mondell Heights. 

Open Door AA Meet-
ings, Sunday, and 
Fridays at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday meet-
ing at 8 p.m. at the 
Catholic Church Base-
ment (Back Entrance). 
Contact, 629-0211 for 
more information. 3-tfc 

AA Meetings-Weston 
Coun t y  Hosp i t a l 
on Tuesdays at  
7 p.m. 23-tfc 

Notary
Notary available at 
the News Letter! 14 W. 
Main in Newcastle.

Self-Help
HELPING HANDS 
Foundat ion of 
Weston Coun-
ty. Applications are 
now available to help. 
Please contact Rita 
Conklin at 307-629-
0627 for information. 

TOPS Meeting on Tues-
days at 4:45 p.m. at 
First United Methodist 
Church upstairs. Con-
tact Norma Lease 746-
4568

TOPS Club Meeting 
every Thursday morn-
ing at the Weston 
County Senior Cen-
ter.  Contact Grace 
Davis, 746-4531. 

Recovery of 
HOPE-N.A.

1124 Washington-New-
castle, WY. Downstairs 
in the Board Room at 
Weston County Health 
Services. Every Mon-
day at 7 p.m. For infor-
mation contact Bobby 
307-315-1000 or Russ 
307-949-0823. 

Art Work/Crafts
Can be seen and 
bought at the News 
Letter Journal, 14 W. 
Main. Newcastle. Stop 
in and see our local tal-
ent!!

Wy-Cans
(The Wyoming Press does not 

endorse and has not verified 

the legitimacy of these 

advertisers)

ASSISTIVE TECHNOL-
OGY AND EQUINE 
ASSISTED THERAPY 
CERTIFICATE and Ger-
ontology Practicum on-
line. Open to anyone. 
Possible completion in 
one semester! Informa-
tion: Missy Neff (307) 
269-3112. mnef f@
caspercollege.edu.

 Copy Paper
Need a case of copy 
paper? We have them!! 
And we will deliver them 
to your office at no ad-
ditional charge. 746-
2777.  14 W. Main in 
Newcastle.

Great gift giving ideas 
at the News Letter Jour-
nal, stop in 14 West 
Main and just check it 
out!!!

Job Printing
Need forms custom 
printed just for your 
business? We can do 
it!! Whether you need 
one copy or a thou-
sand copies we can do 
that too! Stop in for de-
tails today!!

Subscriptions
Want a great gift giv-
ing idea, treat your 
friends and relatives 
with their hometown 
news, The News Letter 
Journal. Call 746-2777 
for more details. Happy 
Holidays!!

Services
Public Fax, Copier and 
Notary Services at the 
News Letter Journal, 
14 West Main, 746-
2777.

News Letter Journal has 
a great selection of 
calculator ribbons for 
many different brands, 
stop in at the News Let-
ter Monday-Friday, 8:30 to 5 
p.m. 14 West Main-Newcastle. 
47-tf

Electric Pencil Sharpeners avail-
able at the News Letter. 
Several selections to 
choose from. Great gift 
giving idea!! 14 West 
Main-Newcastle. 746-
2777.

COLOR Copies now 
available at the News 
Letter, stop in today 
and have your Christmas 
letter done before the 
rush!!! 14 West Main, 
Newcast le.  746-
2777.

We do business cards at 
the News Letter. We 
can do them right in 
the office in black and 
white or color. We 
also can do the ther-
mographed ink. Check 
it out today, 14 West 
Main Newcastle, 746-
2777.

Laminating
Did you know that the 
News Letter does lam-
inating of papers. 14 
West Main, 746-2777, 
Monday-Friday, 8:30-
5:00 p.m.

Christmas Stationery 
available at News Let-
ter Journal several se-
lections available.

2014
2014 is just around 
the corner our dated 
goods are here! 
Desk Calendars, Daily, 
Weekly and Monthly 
Planners, several sizes 
to choose from. 2014 
Wyoming Picture Calen-
dars are here too!! 14 
West Main, News Let-
ter Journal, 746-2777, 
Monday-Friday, 8:30-
5 p.m.

Christmas Letters
Want a special Christ-
mas Letter this year? We 
can do photos and 
text and print them in 
color for you!! Stop in 
at the News Letter Jour-
nal and let us give you 
a bid on your Holiday 
Card!! 48-2t

We can do color cop-
ies for all your holi-
day needs. The more 
you copy the cheap-
er it is, stop in to the 
News Letter for pricing 
today!!

We have printer ink for 
all your printing needs 
at the News Letter Jour-
nal, 14 West Main in 
Newcastle. Stop in 
today  and check it out 
or you can call 746-
2777. 

Gift Ideas
We have great gift 
ideas for those hard 
to shop for folks. Give 
them the gift of the 
News Letter Journal 
subscription, in coun-
ty out of county, senior 
rate and student rates 
available. Stop or call 
we accept credit cards. 
746-2777 or 14 West 
Main in Newcastle.

Pen and Pencil 
Sets

We have several pen 
and pencil sets avail-
able at the News Let-
ter Journal. Stop in and 
take a look. Affordable 
and very nice. 14 West 
Main or call 746-2777 
for details.

Want to send a Christ-
mas wish to all your 
family you can buy a 
Christmas Greeting Ad 
for the December 19th 
issue of the News Let-
ter Journal, 746-2777 
for details.

Color 
Copies

Are

BACk
One Sided Copies

 8.5 x 11 .50¢
 8.5 x 14 .75¢
 11 x 17 $1.00

Two Sided Copies
 8.5 x 11 .95¢
 8.5 x 14 $1.35
 11 x 17 $1.80

Prices based on plain 
white copy paper. 

Specialty paper will be 
charged accordingly.

Photo printing prices will 
remain the same.

Don’t have 
time to 
stop in?

Email your classifieds 

office@newslj.com

Contact Julie or Sara at 307-347-6185 and ask about 
our CSBG Emergency Assistance funds.

Do you need assistance
with late rent or utilities? 

Do you need assistance with past due
medical bills, dental work or glasses?

Fairgrounds Office/
Grounds Assistant

 
The Weston County Fair Board is seeking applicants for a 
part time (no more than 28 hours a week) Office/Grounds 
Assistant. This person is responsible for general office 
communications, memos and detailed reports, creating and 
maintaining databases; organizing and managing data and 
supplies for the Weston County Fair and other Fairground 
events, assisting with grounds keeping and janitorial duties. 
Must be proficient in general office procedures, Microsoft 
Office products, the internet and willing to learn agency 
specific software as well as have exceptional customer service 
skills. This position works closely with the Fairgrounds 
Manager to ensure smooth daily and event operations. All 
applicants will need to be able to pass a background check. 
Resumes must be received no later than 4:00 p.m. on Monday, 
December 9, 2013. Contact the Weston County Fairgrounds 
for details at (307)746-9906, applications should be submitted 
to:  24 Fairgrounds Road, Newcastle, WY 82701.  

Work and play in the 
Big Horn Mountains in 
wonderful Wyoming.

Enjoy panoramic vistas, abundant wildlife, and world-
class biking, hiking, hunting, and fishing. The national 
award-winning Buffalo Bulletin, a family-owned weekly 
newspaper, seeks a creative, versatile articulate writer/
photographer to be a part of our news team. The ideal 
candidate will possess strong writing and photography 
skills to cover a regular news beat and write about the 
people who make this place so awesome. Working 
knowledge of Creative Suite a plus. Salary range $25,000 
to $30,000 depending on experience, health insurance 
stipend, health club membership, paid time off and 
retirement benefits.
E-mail cover letter, resume, 4 clips, references, past 
4 supervisors and salary requirements to jennifer@
buffalobulletin.com and robb@buffalobulletin.com. We 
hope to fill this position by December 31, 2013.

 CLASS A CDL DRIVERS 
Class A w/ X Endorsement  • Clean Driving & Criminal History

SALESPERSON  • TERMINAL MANAGER
We Offer:  TOP PAY! • Benefi ts, Matched 401K and more!

Call  Melissa at: 361-573-8074 • Apply at: thomaspetro.com

NOW 
HIRING!

Casper,
Wyoming

Area
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Blazing Internet Speed

We Understand
Business Internet

SwitchToday!We’ll 
double your 
speed for 
free!

6Mbps DSL to 15Mbps DSL

A portion of each Nachos Navidad will go to
the Weston County United Fund.

At the stop light • 746-4631

Shop
Local
and
Win!

Visit downtown 
Newcastle for details!

14 West Main St.

battling to win.”
“The last two years have 

been a little rough,” Crabtree 
admitted, however, of the 
Dogie grapplers’ recent history, 
“especially for leadership in 
the [wrestling] room. We had 
a runner-up [at State] last year. 
We had some kids who really 
had some potential to place at 
State. We had a few kids place 
at Regionals. Overall, it was a 
pretty decent year but not what 
I really expected.”

Asked what he thought 
accounted for these past teams 
seeming to not quite live up to 
their potential, Crabtree was 
unflinching in his assessment.

“I would have to say kids 
not really wanting to work 
hard. You have some kids who 
really want to work hard and 
give it [their all] … They have 
to have a drive and a willing-
ness to want something [in 
order to be successful].”

Still, he felt things may 
very well be different this time 
around, preferring to think of 
the last few years as building 
years. 

“I think we are going to 
be tough [this year], tougher 
than we were the last three 
years that I’ve been here. We 
have some great kids that are 
coming up from the junior high 
level. All the kids that are in 
the room right now are giving 
a hundred percent. I’m plumb 
proud of the kids that are in the 
room … We have four seniors 
— great leaders this year — 
and I hope the underclassmen 
who are coming up will learn 
something from these seniors 
who are going to leave us.”

Newcastle, Crabtree indi-
cated, has also benefited from 
something of an infusion of 

new blood this year, both in 
terms of the coaching staff and 
team.

“We’ve combined with 
Upton this year,” Crabtree 
explained. “They’ve brought 
down four new kids, brought  
a little more competition to  
the room. Their head coach 
[Lee McCoy] is from 
Newcastle. He was a state 
champion at Newcastle … 
We’ve got a lot of talent [on 
the coaching staff], a lot of 
ex-state champions.”

As to what weight classes 
the Dogie grapplers will likely 
find themselves most competi-
tive at this go-round, Crabtree 
felt the team is strong across 
the board.

“We’ve always bounced 
around,” he elaborated. “This 
year we’re going to be pretty 
strong at 103, 120 … I think 
from 106 all the way to heavy-
weight we’re going to be solid. 
There might be one or two 
weights where [lack of] age 
and experience might catch up 
with us, but I’m pretty confi-
dent with the kids we’ve got on 
the mats.”

As for the old rivalries 
waiting to be rekindled, 
Crabtree named a few.

“Star Valley and Douglas 
are the two, and Powell is dang 
tough, too. I just wish Star 
Valley would have stayed at 
4A, but we don’t want to run 
from a fight. That’s for sure.”

“I’d say Newcastle is prob-
ably one of the smaller schools 
[in 3A] number wise,” he con-
tinued, seeming to return to his 
earlier thoughts of frustration 
with today’s youth. “There’s 
a lot of kids in the school who 
don’t want to get on the mat or 
get on the court. They’d rather 

go play indoor soccer … I 
don’t know what it is, but even 
basketball numbers are down 
… [Wrestling] numbers are 
starting to come back, but I’d 
like to see 30 to 40 kids in the 
wrestling room, so [that there 
would be more] competition 
for the Varsity spots … I just 
wish there were more kids who 
would come out for wrestling, 
because there is so much talent 
that is walking up and down 
the halls.”

Their contemporaries’ indo-
lence aside, those hardworking 
Dogies who have turned out on 
the mats are currently gearing 
up for their first meet of the 
season at 5 p.m. at home on 
Dec. 5 against Hot Springs, 
to be followed closely by the 
Custer Invitational on Dec. 
6 and 7, a tournament con-
sisting of a slew of teams from 
Wyoming and South Dakota.  

“It won’t hurt us in the 
Wyoming rankings,” Crabtree 
said when asked how about 
how the Dogies might place so 
early in the season. “Rankings 
really don’t meaning anything 
anyway. It’s just some guy who 
sits there and tries to predict 
who is going to be first.”

He then shared some rank-
ings he seemed to take a bit 
more pleasure in. His son, 
Merritt Crabtree, is currently 
ranked number one in the state 
for 3A at 182 pounds, while 
teammate Kolton Hall is cur-
rently sixth at 195.

“I have a good feeling this 
year we’re going to have a lot 
of kids place at State. That’s if 
their heads are in it, and their 
hearts are in it,” Crabtree con-
cluded of Newcastle’s chances. 
“There’s a lot of talent in the 
room this year.”

Todd Bennington/NLJ

Newcastle's wrestling coach, Sean Crabtree, says that his grapplers may not get all the glory, 
but they put in as much hard work — possibly more — than most athletes.

Wrestling from page 13...............................................................................................................................
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