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City’s first woman 
mayor sworn in
Alexis Barker
NLJ Reporter

When Deb Piana was officially sworn into 
office on January 3, she became the first female 
mayor in the history of Newcastle.

She was surprised it had taken so long for a 
woman to fill the seat. 

“I am really surprised it took that long for 
a female to become mayor. There have been 
ladies in the past on the council that I thought 
would have done great,” revealed Piana, who was 
elected in November after she qualified to run in 
the general election through a write-in campaign 
in the August primary. 

It wasn’t a desire to achieve a historic first 
that motivated the political newcomer to quickly 
put together a campaign and prevail over a seated 
member of the city council in less than three 
months time. Piana told the News Letter Journal 
that she had not originally planned on running for 
the office, but after the write-ins were counted 
she decided to move forward into the general 
election. 

“As more and more people approached me, and 
I saw that people were really wanting a change, I 
decided to do it,” Piana commented. She was 
pleased once the official tally was announced on 
November 8 and she knew that she had defeated 

Don Steveson in a hotly contested race, but Piana 
was not the only one excited about her win.

Her father, former Mayor Don McColley, was 
happy to see his daughter’s victory and proud that 
she will be following in his footsteps. He joined 

several other members of Piana’s family in the 
front row of chairs in the council chambers at 
City Hall to watch her be sworn in and conduct 

Deb Piana is not only the first female mayor of Newcastle, she is also the third generation of mayors 
in the McColley family. One of her major goals in her new position is to be more compassionate to 
the problems faced by citizens. (Alexis Barker/NLJ)

Her 
Honor Alexis Barker 

NLJ Reporter

The 64th Wyoming Legislature began 
their 2017 General Session on January 
10, and new legislators will be officially 
sworn in on January 11, the same day 
as governor’s State of the State address 
to the joint session of the legislature. 
There won’t be any new lawmakers rep-
resenting Weston County this year, but 
the quartet of Republicans who represent 
this area did have to prepare for new 
committee assignments and roles in the 
legislature this year. 

Representing Newcastle once again 
will be Representative Hans Hunt from 
House District 2 and Representative 
Tyler Lindholm from House District 1 
after both won re-election in November. 
Neither of Weston County’s senators, 
Curt Meier from Senate District 3 and 
Ogden Driskill from Senate District 1, 
were up for election in 2016, and both 
have returned to Cheyenne. 

During this session, Lindholm hopes 
to work in his new position on the 
Minerals Committee on the landfill issues 
plaguing small towns across Wyoming. 

“The landfill situation arguably 
is one of the biggest threats to small 
municipalities, which is my entire dis-
trict,” proclaimed Lindholm, who left 
the Ag Committee to take a seat on the 
Minerals Committee. He said Minerals 
deals specifically with the landfill issue, 

Legislators 
dive into 
new roles

Alexis Barker
NLJ Reporter

The Weston County 
Commissioners are considering 
allowing the use of credit cards 
to pay for fees and taxes at the 
courthouse after hearing from 
county officials that an inability 
to use cards to pay taxes or 
buy titles is probably one of 
the most consistent complaints 
heard from county residents.

“I see the value in it. I hear 
a lot of people want to be able 
to pay with a credit card at the 
counter or online, sometimes 
calling from a distance. I have 
to tell them ‘No.’ I also have 

residents in Weston County that 
go elsewhere to do business so 
that they can use their credit 
card. They are willing to go 
to Crook County for services 
they need in the way they are 
accustomed to doing so. There 
is no way to calculate the lost 
revenue. We would be offering 
them something to entice 
them to stay and do business,” 
County Clerk Jill Sellers said 
at the commissioner’s January 
3 meeting. 

Commissioner Tony Barton 
revealed that he sees the same 
thing in Upton, noting that citi-
zens do, in fact, go to different 
counties to pay sales taxes and 

register their vehicles. 
“We are losing some revenue 

there. It is hard to quantify 
what we are losing on recording 
fees,” he said. “I am not so naive 
as to believe that we would turn 
it on and everyone’s life would 
be easy, but down the road…It 
would serve our citizens better. 
I am in favor of it.”

The commissioners have 
balked at allowing the use of 
credit cards in the past because 
of costs associated with the 
practice, and the proposal put 
before the commission last 
week would allow customers 
to pay with credit cards through 
the Instapayment system would 

cost nearly $18,000 to imple-
ment for the first year.

Although Instapayment will 
not charge the county transac-
tion fees, that cost is a result 
of the need for Weston County 
to purchase a different system, 
called TylerTech, in order to 
be able to use Instapayment. 
The proposal from TylerTech 
for the Treasurer’s Office will 
cost $14,000 with an additional 
$3,700 being charged for the 
Clerk’s Office to be on the 
system.

“What happens is, the 
service is free but you have to 
have a platform to do it on,” 
Commissioner Marty Ertman 

explained.
Commissioner Tony Barton 

questioned what exactly the 
platform, TylerTech, could do, 
specifically whether or not cus-
tomers could pay their taxes 
from home. 

“I could see a benefit to 
logging in online to pay taxes 
and vehicle tags…I think 
it would save you guys a lot 
of time,” commented Barton. 
Treasurer Susie Overman 
expressed that it may, but indi-
cated she would have to have 
an employee monitoring those 
payments to make sure they are 
processed. 

Annual fees would be 

charged to use TylerTech 
after the initial setup, but it 
would cost significantly less 
than the $18,000 the county 
would pay up front. While the 
Instapayment service would 
be provided to the county free 
of charge, customers would be 
required to pay a convenience 
fee.

Ertman explained that it 
will cost customers $1.50 for 
charges under $60, and any-
thing over $60 faces a charge 
of 2.9 percent. She asserted that 
courthouse employees must 
make certain that it is clear to 

Courthouse may start taking credit cards

County has 
experienced a visible 
decrease in smoking
Alexis Barker
NLJ Reporter

A press release from the Wyoming 
Department of Health last month announced that 
the draft of an annual report on youth access to 
tobacco indicated that the state had experienced 
a slight increase, but was still well below the 
national average.

The 2017 Annual Synar Report draft for 
Wyoming is available online at https://health.
wyo.gov/publichealth/prevention/substancea-
buseandsuicide/publications-and-reports/synar/, 
but the county’s prevention specialist said the 
change over the past decade in the attitude 
towards tobacco of young and old alike has been 
visible.

Tobacco trends in Weston County have 
changed significantly over the past dozen 

years, according to Weston County Community 
Prevention Professional Kristi Lipp. She revealed 
that while survey results often don’t provide an 
accurate assessment in counties with such a 
small population, her own perceptions of the 
community over that time make her confident 
the situation has improved. 

“I don’t like to speak for the whole task force, 
but I am comfortable saying that if you look at 
what we have done in the past and have been 
doing for 13 years, we have been very successful 
in starting to change those norms about tobacco 
use,” commented Lipp, who recalled a time in 
Weston County when not a single restaurant was 
smoke free.

She can also remember, to this day, the day 
that Pizza Hut became the first in Newcastle to 
go smoke-free. 

“I was in shock that we had one! Now if you 
look at the numbers, a majority of restaurants are 
smoke free. We made that transition, and started 
changing those norms,” reported Lipp. 

With this, according to Lipp, came a change 
in the way a majority of youth throughout 

Seeing is believing
Alexis Barker 
NLJ Reporter

The United States 
Department of Agriculture will 
invest $225 million dollars in 
conservation projects across 
the country, and two of those 
projects will take place in 
northeast Wyoming. Three 
counties— Weston, Crook 
and Campbell— are slated to 
share $1.28 million to be used 
towards the Forest Resiliency 
Project, which in the past 
has funded projects for better 
forage production for livestock 
and wildlife, as well as wild-
fire prevention. 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service District 
Conservationist Paul Eitel 
and Weston County Natural 
Resource District Manager 
Lacey Sloan told the News 
Letter Journal that the $1.28 
million comes in the form of a 
partnership grant, with 10 part-
ners throughout the three coun-

ties that will split the funds 
through a ranking system. 
Weston County also received 
an additional $152,000 through 
grants to help with forest health 
projects strictly in this county. 

“The grant will be set up 
on a ranking system similar to 
the current system we have,” 
shared Eitel. He noted that all 
applicants will be ranked based 
on their criteria, and then the 
projects will be funded starting 
at the top until the money is 
gone. 

Sloan acknowledged that 
this program offers the ability 
for continuous sign-up, and 
urged anybody interested to 
stop by and visit with Eitel 
or herself about applying for 
funding. 

Northeastern Wyoming will 
have two years to use up the 
$1.28 million in funding that 
the three counties applied for 
together. The money will all 
go towards forest health prac-
tices on private lands, and will 

focus on tree thinning to help 
promote a healthy forest. 

“This is all at no cost to 
the land owners. The NRCS 
and WCNRD were seeking 
these funds to help out the 
landowners,” declared Sloan. 
She noted that one thing that 
helped the northeast region of 
the state receive this funding 
was a successful history in 
forest health practices. 

“We had our foot in the 
door and boots on the ground, 
and that gave us some pull,” 
maintained Sloan, who added 
that the application process 
was long and included a pre-
application before local offi-
cials were allowed to proceed 
with the “full-blown applica-
tion.” 

Any landowners interested 
in improving forest health 
on their private property are 
encouraged to contact either 
Sloan or Eitel at 746-3264 or 
stop by their office at 1225 
Washington Blvd Suite 3. 

Thinning grants 
available through NRCS
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A recently released annual report ranked Wyoming seventh in the 
nation in education quality, but our overall position was improved dra-
matically by the fact that the state ranked number one in education 
finance.

Unfortunately, the funding shortfall referenced in our page seven 
story, “School funding looms large,” will probably result in the 
Cowboy State slipping in that particular ranking, but we’re not particu-
larly troubled by that.

What does worry us is a report that the legislature is considering 
the consolidation of some of the state’s smaller school district as a way 
to generate cost savings in response to the lack of revenue available to 
fund education at the present level.

We whole-heartedly support the legislature’s efforts to trim edu-
cation spending, and acknowledge how difficult their choices will be, 
but think a consolidation of the two school districts in Weston County 
would be a significant detriment to not only the students, but also to 
the communities of Upton and Newcastle themselves.

While both towns would keep all of their students and schools 
under the consolidation proposal— which would simply eliminate 
some administrative and central office positions— we think one or 
both communities would suffer greatly from the loss of a superinten-
dent who manages those schools and the services provided to those 
students.

In some of the state’s larger districts, where superintendents are 
blessed by a cadre of assistant superintendents and other administra-
tors who perform many of their duties, the majority of students and 
parents— and even some teachers— may have never met the super-
intendent. But that isn’t the case in Newcastle or Upton, where the 
Superintendent of Schools occupies an important leadership role in not 
just the schools, but the community as a whole. 

Neither of the small communities in Weston County can afford 
to lose a leader right now, and that is even more true for our schools, 
especially when you consider the fact that Wyoming was in the middle 
of the pack in the categories in last week’s report that ranked schools 
based on achievement scores and student success. The state will have 
to be very careful to trim spending in areas that won’t prove detri-
mental to our ability to rise in the rankings in those categories, and 
having a superintendent split time between the schools in Upton and 
Newcastle would undoubtedly harm student outcomes in both commu-
nities.

The legislature estimates that a little more than $7 million could 
be saved by consolidating districts across the state, but that won’t do 
much to address an anticipated $1.8 billion shortfall by the end of 
2022. At the end of the day, districts will still have to make cuts that 
have the potential to significantly harm student learning, and Upton 
and Newcastle will both need their superintendents to make sure that 
doesn’t happen.

Consolidation 
will fail here

Government hurts more than 
it helps with prairie dogs

Dear Editor,
Prairie Dogs are a determent to cattle, and cattle 

are threatened by prairie dogs everyday— espe-
cially recently. The government is trying to help 
with a cause many are worried about, but they are 
not realizing that prairie dogs have a great effect on 
the cattle industry.

There are many damages from prairie dogs to 
cattle, such as the grass being taken over 
by prairie dogs, and I think they should 
put prairie dogs on hunting list, and the 
government should quit trying to popu-
late prairie dogs.

To begin, prairie dogs cause destruc-
tion to the grass the cattle eat, and prairie 
dog towns take over a plentiful space the 
cattle use.

The cattle need to have a great amount of space 
that has grass growing for them to eat, but when 
there is an abundance of prairie dog towns it makes 
it difficult for the cattle to find grass to eat.

Ranches need the grass to grow on their proper-
ties to feed their cattle. It is nearly impossible for 
the ranches to rely on the grass on their properties 
if most of it is taken over by prairie dog towns. 
Unfortunately, many ranches are taken over by an 
abundance of prairie dog town while the govern-
ment is trying to populate prairie dog towns.

By putting prairie dogs on the hunting list it 
could benefit the federal government, ranchers 
and the town. When the prairie dogs are added to 
the hunting list, it will help bring in revenue. If 
ranchers allow hunters to come to their land, they 
can earn revenue for allowing them to shoot prairie 
dogs. The fee for hunting licenses could also be 
used wherever government chooses, so  that is still 
a profit being made. Ranches would also benefit 
because they get prairie dogs killed on their ranch, 
and could actually make having prairie dogs  a 
benefit. 

The government is trying to populate prairie 
dogs, and over the years there have been many 
attempts, and the government wants to add prairie 
dogs to the endangered species list. Many believe it 
is just so that the prairie dogs cannot be killed any 
more.

As a result, both sides have spent bunches of 

money because of the prairie dogs. The government 
has put money and time into trying to vaccinate the 
prairie dogs so that they cannot catch the plague. 
Ranchers have put bunches of money into trying to 
pay for hay because there is not very much grass. 

The government is also attempting to build a 
safer spot for the prairie dogs on open land. One 
of the obvious flaws found in this idea is that the 
prairie dogs dig underground, so a fence is not the 
brightest idea.

Prairie dog population is very important to the 
government, so the government likes to watch the 

population of prairie dogs by coming and 
counting the approximate amount of them 
in an area. The government does many 
things to try and help increase the popula-
tion of prairie dogs, even if it is not the 
smartest things to try and help.

There are many determents to cattle, 
but one of the many major ones is prairie 

dogs. Every day prairie dogs increase their towns, 
but that is a big threat to cattle. Prairie dogs cause 
harm to cattle by taking over their grass, and cattle 
get injured from prairie dog diggings. 

—Kylie Auch

Subsidies are important for 
small ag operations

Dear Editor,
Droughts are certainly a problem in Wyoming, 

and ranchers sometimes have to rely on subsidies to 
get them through the hard times.

Agricultural subsidies should continue because 
they can protect food and local communities, help 
small farm owners, and keep farm families running 
their farms. 

Protecting food and local communities is one of 
the advantages subsidies provide. Subsidies are one 
of the few pillars that keep farming communities 
running. 

Large corporate owners are only in the Ag 
business for the money and not for the product. 
However, small town farm owners are here to keep 
their community thriving. Locals from these rural 
towns depend on their farmers to produce food for 
them to buy at local markets.

In 2010, Anuradha Mittal in an article titled 
“Agricultural Subsidies are Needed to Protect Food 
and Local Communities” in the Greenhaven Press, 

stated that “These farmers’ priority is to produce 
for their families and communities.” 

Overall, small communities depend greatly on 
subsidies to keep going.

Furthermore, subsidies help small farm owners. 
In a town like Newcastle, there are a few ranchers/
farmers, but most people would agree that agricul-
ture is our identity. Not only is agriculture what 
Newcastle started from, but it is what helps people 
remember and relate to their past.

For example, small farm owners usually cannot 
make enough money from the farm, so they have to 
go find jobs. As any farmer knows, taking care of 
many animals is not easy, and putting another job 
on top of that is nearly impossible. 

“The Crime of the Crop: Why the Farmer 
Doesn’t Cotton to Ag Subsidies,” printed in Policy 
Review in 1995, stated that, “Of the 2.1 million 
farms in America, 70 percent have a gross income 
of less than $40,000.” 

This statement clearly shows that farmers need 
subsidies to get through the year. It also states that 
90 percent of farmers’ incomes come from other 
jobs. All in all, small farm owners need subsidies. 

Lastly, subsidies keep farm families running. 
As stated earlier, small farm owners are not able 
to live off of what they get from the farm alone. To 
further support this idea, Forrest Laws in “Grassley 
Bill Would Close ‘Farm Subsidy Loophole’ printed 
in Southeast Farm Press in 2016, stated that his bill 
would, “Close a farm subsidy loophole that was 
intentionally included in the 2014 farm bill.” 

This clearly goes to show two main topics. First 
of all, from this it is clear to see that most of the 
money is not making its way to all of the farmers. 
Secondly, it shows that many people feel the same 
way about subsidies. To finish, subsidies are impor-
tant to hard working farmers and their families. 

Prices will fall and weather will get bad, but 
if subsidies are in place, a rancher can still get 
through the tough times. Agricultural subsidies 
are needed greatly for rancher and farmers alike. 
Subsidies keep food and local communities pro-
tected, keep small farm owners running, and keep 
farm families on their feet.

   —Dylon Tidyman

(Ed. note: The preceding letters were written for 
an assignment in Debb Proctor’s Freshmen English 
class. Please send any responses to these letters to 
editor@newslj.com)

Student 
Views

Teens favor government support for ag

Trump doesn’t want 
to get along
Dear Editor,

Mr. and Mrs. Skunk lived at the 
edge of the forest. They had twins 
named “In” and “Out.” 

When “In” was in the house 
playing, his brother “Out” was outside 
playing in the yard. When “Out” was 
in the house, “In” was outside playing 
in the yard. 

One day “In” could not be 
found, though Mama Skunk 
looked high and low.

She asked her baby “Out” 
to help her look for his 
brother.  “Out “ came back 
shortly with his brother.

“How did you find him 
so quickly?” his mother 
asked.

“It was easy,” he replied, 
“Instinct!”

And so it is with politicians. You 
can tell by the smell when they are not 
serving us well. It seems as if everyone 
in office is favoring someone other 
than us.

That makes trusting them difficult.  
That also paves the way for an “out-
sider” to harvest the votes that might 
have gone to a professional politician.  

A talented grifter, using that knowl-
edge and demonizing office holders 
or ex-office holders gains an electoral 

advantage.
Telling lie after lie and even con-

tradicting lies about his opponent to an 
audience of “true believers” cements 
his position as leader of the pack.

Uncritical “true believers” of a 
similar egomaniac led us into a “world 
of hurt” in the late 1930’s. That was a 
catastrophe no one should ever have to 
experience.

Back then, the scapegoats were 
Jews, but now they are Hispanics and 
Muslims.  

To paraphrase Rodney 
King, “Can’t we all just 
get along?”

Apparently the policy 
of our newly elected 
leader is: “No, we can’t! 
If Russia attacks our 
allies, the NATO Baltic 
states, we will not 
defend them because 
they did not pay us 

enough!”  
That is very similar to the 

policy of the pirates of Tripoli during 
the late 1700’s.  That did not turn out 
so well for the pirates, and it will not 
turn out any better for us.

If we made a larger effort to inform 
ourselves, we would support better 
candidates and ultimately have better 
politicians.  

If pigs had wings, they could fly.  
It must be time for a “do over.”
Think about it! 

—Jerry Baird

Letters to the Editor .......................................



editor@newslj.com January 12, 2017 — 3news letter journal News

• Weston County 
Sportsman’s Club President 
Dan Keierleber attended the 
meeting to discuss a pro-
posed access road to the 
city’s orange water tank 
that would pass through 
the club’s shot gun range. 
Keierleber said the plan 
could threaten the club’s 
ability to utilize the range, 
and expressed displeasure 
with city officials. Mayor 
Deb Piana expressed that 
she appreciated Keierleber’s 
input, and informed him 
that negotiations were 
ongoing between the City 
of Newcastle and Clay 

Andersen- the owner of 
the property on which the 
current road is located. She 
assured him that the council 
did not want to see the 
sportsman club leave. 
• The council approved a 
resolution for Miners on 
Main that provides autho-
rization for the facility to 
allow persons under the age 
of 21 to dine, with an adult, 
in the dispensing room at the 
new bar, which is located at 
Isabella’s. Minors are not 
allowed to stand, sit or loiter 
within three feet of the bar 
itself, and must leave the 
dispensing room by 9 p.m.

• The drilling of Water 
Well #5 continues and City 
Engineer Mike Moore shared 
that the crews have hit 1,500 
feet and installed some of 
the casing. The drillers must 
now drill another 1,000 feet 
to set intermediate casing. 
• Chief of Police Jim Owens 
reported that all of the equip-
ment stolen from the vehicle 
driven by Officer Brandon 
Vaughn to a training in 
Colorado has been recov-
ered, with the exception 
of ceramic body armor. A 
warrant has been issued for 
the suspect, who is from 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska.

City Beats
Notes from the January 3 Newcastle City Council Meeting. 

her first council meeting last Tuesday evening. 
“My dad brought it up to me that he is proud 

because I am actually a third generation mayor 
in the McColley family,” acknowledged Piana, 
who revealed that her grandfather served as 
mayor in Chamberlain, South Dakota some time 
ago. 

Piana, who grew up in Newcastle, said she 
hopes to make productive changes for the com-
munity while serving the voters who elected 
her to the position. She indicated that she plans 
to begin by opening the line of communication 
between citizens and the individuals elected to 
represent them on the Newcastle City Council. 

“I would like to see the council listen. I think 

we need to be more compassionate to people’s 
problems and more open,” maintained Piana, 
who asserts that everything should not be so 
“black and white” when it comes to handling 
the public.

The new mayor acknowledges that percep-
tions and attitudes may not shift so easily, 
but indicated that besides taking on the ever 
daunting task of fixing city streets, her main 
objective is bringing the community together 
and making them feel like one cohesive unit. 

“The biggest challenge is going to be con-
vincing others of the changes I want to happen, 
and maybe doing things different than they have 
been done before,” professed Piana.

Piana from page 1 ..................................................................................................

Alexis Barker
NLJ Reporter

At their January 3 
meeting, the Weston County 
Commissioners instructed 
County Attorney William 
Curley to work with Clerk 
Jill Sellers to determine how 
best to ensure that the county 
receives a favorable settlement 
on an insurance claim filed for 
damages suffered when the 
Weston County Courthouse 
was flooded by a water line 
break last fall.

Weston County has offi-
cially received the first of 
three checks from their insur-
ance company, and in the end 
the county will receive a total 
of $44,930.76 for damages 
that occurred in the Weston 
County Assessor’s Office and 
the Weston County Attorney’s 
Office.

During their December 20 
meeting, the Weston County 
Commissioners received an 
insurance claim update from 
County Clerk Jill Sellers, 
and determined that they did 
not believe that the amount 
is enough to fix the damages 
that were sustained during the 

evening of November 21 when 
a water main that supplied the 
upstairs bathroom broke. 

At the time of the December 
20 meeting, no bids had been 
received on the remodeling 
and repairs needed at the 
courthouse, and the commis-
sioners suggested that County 
Administrator Dan Blakeman 
get to work on that as soon as 
possible to determine if the 
insurance funds will be enough 
to cover the repairs. 

“It doesn’t sound like 
enough. I didn’t think it was 
enough, I was very surprised,” 
declared Sellers of the claim 
amount. “They said if the con-
tract comes back for repairs 
different than what they paid 
us, we could submit that and 
they would consider them for 
payment as well.”

The experience of filing a 
claim on the damage has been 
less than pleasant for county 
officials from the very begin-
ning.

“It appeared to me and to 
others that their (the adjustors) 
tack and approach in filing 
reports were to save the insur-
ance company money, and 
give us the short end of the 

deal. There were very ques-
tionable practices involved,” 
asserted Sellers, who reported 
that neither Weston County or 
the insurance company will 
be working with that specific 
adjustor in the future.

She also believes the insur-
ance company will be willing 
to work with the county if the 
amount received by the county 
isn’t sufficient to cover the cost 
of repairs.

“I think they would seri-
ously consider it, if the estimate 
for repairs came back different 
then the adjusters recom-
mended,” maintained Sellers. 

The first check received by 
the county was for $11,413.15, 
and the second will total 
$27,287.47. The last will be 
for $6,230.14, and the funds 
will be put into the courthouse 
repair line item. 

The insurance company is 
still waiting on the final assess-
ment of damage and repair costs 
from the adjusters, which is 
why multiple checks are being 
sent. The first payment was 
essentially for personal proper-
ties, such as cameras, mouse 
pads, and other things that were 
damaged and thrown out.

County fears settlement 
won’t cover courthouse damage

Looking for the leak

Scott Lindstrom uses a jet of water to loosen the soil around a broken water line in 
Frontier Addition on Monday. A leak at the curb stop at 104 Frontier Street caused a 
decent amount of ice to build up on the street over the weekend. City Engineer Mike 
Moore told the News Letter Journal that the leak began some time last Thursday evening, 
and city crews put out a ground-heater to thaw the ground over the weekend to begin 
working on the leak on Monday. Moore reported on Tuesday that the leak has been fixed, 
and that crews discovered it was caused by the water line pulling away from the curb stop. 
(Alexis Barker/NLJ)



Marjorie Ruth Wike Giffin
Oct. 2, 1929-Jan. 4, 2017

Marjorie Ruth Wike Giffin (Margie) was 
born on October 2, 1929 - the only child 
of hardworking Cannon Mills employees 
Ada Estelle Millsaps Wike and Clayton 
Roosevelt Wike.  

Despite being born at the onset of the 
Great Depression, Margie had an idyllic 
childhood in Kannapolis, NC, thanks to 
her father’s ingenuity - “Clayt” (Trader, as 
he was known) Wike ran the first mobile 
grocery store in Kannapolis - all while 
holding down his Cannon Mills job.  This 
provided Margie the ability to graduate 
from High School with honors, and attend 
both Furman University and Wingate 
College earning a Bachelor’s degree from 

each.  
Furthering her education, Margie 

studied for and attained 
her Master’s Degree 
in Education from 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas, 
where in 1953 she met 
her husband (Reverend 
David Lloyd Giffin), in 
jail!  Margie and David 
were both students at 
Southwestern partici-

pating in the school’s robust prison min-
istry.  Margie met the love of her life doing 
God’s work, and remained his loyal partner 
from 1955 until David passed away in 

2012, ending 57 beautiful years of mar-
riage.  

Margie and David were both Public 
school teachers in North Carolina and 
Virginia for over 30 years while David 
was a full-time Baptist Minister. Margie 
played an active role as a Pastor’s wife - 
leading Women’s Missionary Union groups 
and Lottie Moon Missions offering drives 
throughout the South.  

In their lives, Margie and David 
devoutly served the First Baptist Church 
and Zion Hill Baptist Church in Fincastle, 
VA,  Ross and Bethany Baptist Churches in 
Windsor, NC and Hartland Baptist Church 
in Morganton, NC.  
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• ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH: Rev. Norm Brotzman, 216 S. 
Seneca, 746-2249. Call to Worship 9:30 am; Children's Church during 
Call to Worship; Faith Rally Sunday 6 pm.

• BAHA’I FAITH: Firesides (Open to All) 1st & 3rd Fridays 7:30 pm 
at 15 Skyview Dr; 746-3626.

• CAMBRIA COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH: Pastor Todd 
Olson, 19 Stampede St. 746-2321. Sunday School 9:15 am; Worship 
10:30 am; Youth (6-12 grades) and Adult Bible Study Sunday Evening 
6-7 pm; Wednesday Night Youth and Adult Bible Study 6 pm; Life 
Recovery Bible Study Sunday Night 7 pm.

• CHRIST CHURCH EPISCOPAL: Rev. Sally Boyd, S. Summit & 
Winthrop Streets, 746-9684. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday, Morning Prayer 10 
am; 2nd & 4th Saturday 4 pm, Holy Eucharist. haydishall@hotmail.com

• CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH: Pastor Tsena 
Dinssa, 224 West Road, West of  Dow Park, 746-2415. Sunday Worship 
9 am.

• CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS: 
Bishop Greg James, 120 Ash, 746-4131. Sunday Sacrament Mtg 9 am; 
Sunday School 10:20 am; Relief  Society & Priesthood Mtg 11:15 am.

• CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father Tim 
Martinson, 19 W. Winthrop, 746-4219. Saturday Mass 5 pm; Sunday 
Mass 5 pm; Weekday Mass 8 am.

• COUNTRY CHURCH: Four Corners, Pastor Bill Haley, 746-9712, 
Worship 10 am.

• FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Pastor Gary Anderson, 903 S. 
Summit, 746-2188. Sunday School 9:15 am; Worship Service 10:30 am; 
Evening Service 6 pm; AWANA Clubs 6:30 pm.

• CHURCH ON THE HILL: Wayne Wilson, 301 Delaware, 
746-5542. Sunday School 9:30 am; Prayer Service 10:15 am; Worship 
10:45 am; Youth Group Wedneday 6:30 pm; Christian Academy pre-
school & K-12 746-9663.

• OUR SAVIOR CHURCH: Pastors Doug and Frezil Westerlund, 
Weston County Fairgrounds, Service Sundays 9:30 am. 307-941-2524

• FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Pastor Michael 
Jarrell, 23 N. Seneca, 746-4119. Adult Bible Study 8:45 am; Traditional 
Church Services 10 am; 10:15 am Children's Church; 11:30 a.m. Casual 
Worship Service.

• GATEWAY FELLOWSHIP: Pastor Jon Andersen, Evangelical Free 
Church meets at the Weston County Senior Services; Sunday School 
9:30 am; Worship 11 am. Call 746-8091.

• KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES:  5018 
US Hwy 16, 746-2319 or 746-4517. Tuesday 7 p.m. Congregation 
Bible Study, Theocratic Ministry School and Service Meeting. 
Sunday Public Talk 10 am; Watchtower 11 am.

• NEWCASTLE FOURSQUARE CHURCH: Pastor Mick Bohn, 
1525 S. Summit, 746-3618. Sun. Worship 10 am; Wed. Night Prayer.

• OSAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH: 348 Sheridan St. in Osage, 
465-2341. Sunday School 10 am; Worship 11 am and 6 pm.

• SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST: Pastor Chuck Gadway 303-229-
3103, 78 Old Hwy 85 and Pastoral Assistant Matt Dooley 949-0831. 
Saturday Sabbath School 9:30 am; Worship 11:00 am.

• ST. ANTHONY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH: Father Killian Muli, 
Upton. Sunday Mass 11:30 am.

• VICTORY NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH: Rev. Theodore L. 
Halls, 414 Pine, 746-4366.

• UPTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Rev. Sharee 
Johnson, 834 Pine, Upton, 468-9302.  Worship 9  am; Fellowship 10 
am; Adult Study 10:30 am;  1st & 3rd Wed Evenings Prayer and Praise 
Service 7 pm. August 7, 14, and 21 church is at 9am. August 28--no 
church in Upton, worship is at 11am at Rev Johnson's home in Custer. 
September 4th and all sundays following, 9am Sunday School, 10am 
Worship, 11am Fellowship, and 11:30 Bible Study. Daily Devotional Reading

Jan 12 
Matthew 
9:18-38

Jan 13 
Matthew 
10:1-15

Jan 14 
Matthew 
10:16-31

Jan 15 
Matthew 
10:32-42

Jan 16 
Matthew 
11:1-19

Jan 17 
Matthew 
11:20-30

Jan 18 
Matthew 
16:13-28

Scriptures Selected by the American Bible Society

We thank you for this place 
in which we dwell,
for the love that unites us, 
for the peace accorded us this day, 
for the hope with which 
we expect the morrow.
-Robert Lewis Stevenson

Sharon’s Home 
Health Care
Sharon Kanode, RN

Owner/Director

Treasured
Memories

Hospice &
Palliative Care

Toll Free:
1-800-457-6834

Arrow
Service

"We Deliver"
468-2340, Upton

24 North Sumner
746-4411 or 1-888-788-2892

website: www.fsbnewcastle.com

333 W. Main St., Newcastle
746-2700 or 746-4302

746-2487
P.O. Box 760

Newcastle, WY 

Our Employees Support 
Weston County

923 Grieves Rd. • 746-3517

Farm Bureau Insurance
360 W. Main

746-4471

JackMaster
Construction

Craig Wiggins 

746-3521
For all your 

construction needs

Newcastle Lodge No. 13, A.F. & A.M.
Meetings are held the First and Third Thursday at 7:30 p.m.

Visiting Brethren are cordially invited to attend meetings
Fred M. Duncan, Worshipful Master • Robert E. Hamlet, Secretary
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Marjorie 
Giffin

newslj.com

FOR ALL YOUR SNOW REMOVAL NEEDS
Contact Zach with

1ST CALL LOCATES, LLC
307-746-8021

Mike Smith at (307) 949-0765

Please Call for Pricing

Propane Delivered

Dr. Dustin Asay
101 S. Railway Ave. 

(307) 746-2371

Schedule your exam today!

See clearly in 2017

Braving the cold

Autumn Phillips and the Dixon children, Angel, Angela, Thomas and Faith, wait for the bus during last week’s intense cold 
spell. The bitter cold also wreaked havoc among residences which were were caught in the first serious episode of burst 
water pipes, leaving some without water for as long as four days. (Andy McKay/NLJ)

— See Obituaries, Page 5



January 12
Suzi Hutchinson
Mike Pessillo
January 13
Charles Bean
Jay Kachelhoffer
Hayden Sylte
January 14
Troy Cassey
John L. Ellis
Emalee Sweet
January 15
Bill & Marcella Carson %
January 16
Charla Kachelhoffer
Dawnyell Nagle
January 17
Rachel Sweet
January 18
Lloyd Ahlquist
January 19
Aaron Gordon Tunnell V
January 20
Lynn Moller
Mike & Lee Dutcher %
Kyle Kachelhoffer
January 21
Heather Stith V
Nikki Bloom

Birthdays & 
AnniversariesTIME                  EVENT                                                LOCATION

Thurs 12 5:30 p.m. Elementary School Carnival Elementary School
 5:30 p.m. City Planning Commission City Hall
 7:00 p.m. AA Meeting WC Senior Center, Family Room

Fri 13 7:00 p.m. Bingo VFW Hall

Sat 14 7:00 p.m. NA Meeting Cambria Church Basement

Sun 15 7:15 p.m. Women Only Life Recovery Meeting Cambria Church Basement

Mon 16 7:00 p.m. AA Meeting WC Senior Center, Family Room

Tues 17 8:00 a.m. County Commissioners WC Courthouse Annex
 12:00 p.m. WC CowBelles USDA Building
 7:00 p.m. City Council City Hall
 7:00 p.m. AA Meeting Mondell Heights, Breakfast Room

Wed 18 12:00 p.m. Lions Club WC Senior Center
 1:30 p.m. WC Weed & Pest Board Meeting WC Weed & Pest
 6:00 p.m. WC Humane Society Shelter
 7:00 p.m. NA Meeting Cambria Church Basement

Thurs 19 6:00 p.m. WCHS Board Meeting Hospital Board Room
 7:00 p.m. AA Meeting WC Senior Center, Family Room
 7:30 p.m. Masons Masonic Lodge #13

Fri 20 7:00 p.m. Bingo VFW Hall

Sat 21 7:00 p.m. NA Meeting Cambria Church Basement

Calendar Sponsored by

 Newcastle Area 
Chamber of 
Commerce
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WhaT’S UP

Weston County Meetings & Events Calendar

January 2017

January 8, 1892
Mr. & Mrs. C.C. Bonner are 

happy over the arrival of a little 
girl in their family this week.

Those who attended the 
Cambria Hose Company’s 
dance speak very highly of the 
affair & enjoyed themselves 
very much.

Newcastle has the best pros-
pects today it ever had. The 
promise & hopes are material-
izing into something definite & 
tangible.

It has finally been decided 
by Kilpatrick Bros. & Collins to 
close their store in Newcastle. 
Most of the dry goods will 
be sent to Cambria, & the 
groceries will be sent to the 
grading camps.

J.W. Smith will start a 
grocery store in the building 
next to Lindsey & Smith’s 
Meat Market. D.W. Roderick 
will have charge of it.

January 11, 1917
Frank Hereford of Beaver 

Creek was in after a load of 
supplies Tuesday.

Mr. & Mrs. Overton of 
Clifton were Newcastle shop-
pers one day this week.

L.P. Warner, of Howard, 
was transacting business in the 
city last Saturday.

Walter Schoonmaker of 
Cambria was a business visitor 
in the county seat yesterday for 
a few hours.

Rumor has it that the 
Burlington Railway will soon 
establish a local terminal here, 
on account of the heavy traffic 
& the eight-hour law. The local 
freight leaving Edgemont & 
Gillette will make headquarters 
here.

Mr. & Mrs. Oran O. 
Hackney have moved to town 

for the winter from their Hay 
Creek Ranch, & are occupying 
the Henderson Residence.

January 8, 1942
In Cooperation with the 

National Victory Program, the 
Newcastle High School, has 
offered its shop facilities to aid 
farmers & ranchers in keeping 
their equipment in good repair.

The local Red Cross has 
received more than enough 
donations to fill the county 
quota of $1,000.00, according 
to P.S. Jackson, Chairman of 
the emergency drive.

Miss Bernice Bostrom, 
local teacher at Osage, returned 
Sunday from a vacation spent 
in North Dakota. She drove her 
car as far as Bismarck, & from 
there was forced to continue by 

train & bus because of the bad 
roads & cold.

Miss Isabel Buthrue & 
Richard Ross were united in 
marriage Wednesday afternoon 
at one o’clock at the residence 
of Judge & Mrs. E.C. Raymond. 
The ceremony was performed 
in a setting of pink & white 
snapdragons, by Rev. J.D. 
Salter, rector of Christ Church.

A petrified joint bone mea-
suring 16 inches across the 
joint knuckle was brought to 
Moorcroft by Walter Davis. 
The petrified bone is no doubt 
that of a dinosaur.

The frequent snows & the 
raging blizzard December 31, 
makes roads difficult to find 
& detours are being used in all 
sections of the Fairview area.

Red Cross Ladies on the Court House steps circa 1914. (Photo Courtesy of Anna Miller 
Museum)

For a complete listing of events, for more information on these events, or 
to list your own event, visit the Chamber website at newcastlewyo.com

Shop online at 

DoItBest.com!
Orders shipped to our store

for FREE every week!

This ad sponsored by

Open Gym
Call Jessica at 746-6924 to 

schedule your open gym today!
http://tinyurl.com NewcastleCommunityRec

2206 W. Main Street

Open 5am-9pm Monday-Saturday • 6am-9pm Sunday

The Short Stop

Pay Cash and Get 12 ¢ Off per gallon on Sundays
Everyday Cash Price 6¢ off per gallon

A new year 
means new 
adventures. 
Gas up and 

get ready 
to roll!

Friday the 13th

Restaurant: Sun. - Thurs. 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Lounge: 11 a.m. - Close Everyday

Fountain inn
746-2921 • 2 Fountain Plaza

Starting at 7 p.m.

Scary Movie Marathon • Drink Specials

We can order anything. 
All you have to do is ask.

Chicken Littles
Tiny Burgers
Chicken Rings

Add a kid-size soda or slush 
and fries or tots for a combo meal!

Mon-Thurs 11 am - 7 pm & Fri-Sat 11 am - 9 pm 
834 S. Summit • 746-2176

We Love Kids!

Margie and David spent many summers 
crossing the country to visit family in 
Wyoming, often taking their (surviving) 
nieces Nancy (Giffin) Bohannon, Jeannie 
(Thompson) Gainer, Bonnie (Thompson) 
Schreiber, Marjorie (Thompson) Beacham 
and nephews Don Giffin and (the late) Roy 
Thompson in tow.  

In 1973 Margie gave birth to her only 
child Clayton (Clay Giffin), who survives 
her and resides currently in New York City.  
Margie and David raised Clay primarily 
in the Brushy mountains of Morganton 
and Lenoir,  North Carolina, and they 
ultimately retired to Margie’s family farm 
in Hiddenite, NC, in 1995, until moving to 

Newcastle in 2012.  
Margie passed away painlessly, quickly 

and peacefully of natural causes in the mid-
morning on Wednesday, January 4, 2017 
under the caring, capable and watchful eyes 
of the employees at Weston County Manor 
in Newcastle, Wyoming.  

Margie leaves behind many friends and 
cousins in Virginia and North Carolina.   

She is preceded in death by her parents 
and husband. Her sole survivor is her son 
Clay. 

Services were held Monday, January 
9 at 1 p.m. at Osage Community Bible 
Church, 348 Sheridan St., Osage, WY.  
Internment followed at Upton cemetery. 

Worden Funeral Directors of Newcastle are 
in charge of arrangements.

Pete A. Kaiser
Oct. 25, 1937-Jan. 4, 2017

Visitation for Pete A. Kaiser will take 
place on Sunday, January 15 from 1-3 p.m. 
at Worden Chapel. 

Funeral services will be on Monday, 
January 16 at 11 a.m. at Worden Chapel. 
Burial will follow at Greenwood Cemetery.  
There will be a gathering of family and 
friends at the Newcastle VFW Post 2516 
following services on Monday.

See next week’s News Letter Journal for 
a full obituary.

Obituaries from page 4 ............................................................................................................................
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WC Senior Services
January 12
Hearing Aid Institute 9:30 a.m.
Mexican Train 1:00 p.m.
Ceramics 1:00 p.m.
January 13
Rolls 9:00 a.m.
Blood Pressure Check 9:30 a.m.
Bridge Ladies 1:00 p.m.
January 16
Senior Fitness 9:00 a.m.
January 17
Mexican Train 1:00 p.m.
Helping Hands Mtg. 6:00 p.m.
January 18
Senior Fitness 9:00 a.m.
WCSS Board Mtg. 9:00 a.m.
Toenail Clinic 9:00 a.m.
Lions Club 12:00 p.m.
Creative Handcrafts After Lunch

January 19
Trip to the Lodge 
Mexican Train 1:00 p.m.
Ceramics 1:00 p.m.
January 20
Rolls 9:00 a.m.
Bridge Ladies 1:00 p.m.
January 23
Senior Fitness 9:00 a.m.
Visually Impaired Support Grp. 1:00 p.m.
January 24
Mexican Train 1:00 p.m.
Dementia Support Group 3:30 p.m.
January 25
Senior Fitness 9:00 a.m.
Manor Here for Lunch 
Creative Handcrafts After Lunch
January 26
Mexican Train 1:00 p.m.
Ceramics 1:00 p.m.

Manor
January 12
Food Fancy 10:30 a.m.
Manicures 2:00 p.m.
Scrabble 6:15 p.m.
January 13
Greedy 10:30 a.m.
Bingo 2:00 p.m.
Movie 6:00 p.m.
January 14
Ring Toss 11:00 a.m.
Happy Hour 3:00 p.m.
Bingo 6:15 p.m.
January 15
Name Ten 11:00 a.m.
Church 2:00 p.m.
January 16
Resident Council 10:30 a.m.
Cooking 3:00 p.m.
Bingo 6:15 p.m.

January 17
Ceramics 10:30 a.m.
Keepsake Krafters 2:00 p.m.
Stories 4:00 p.m.
January 18
Catholic Study 10:00 a.m.
Crossword 10:30 a.m.
Bingo 2:00 p.m.
January 19
Staycation 10:30 a.m.
Al and the Gang 2:00 p.m.
Social Hour 6:15 p.m.
January 20
Inauguration & Hat Day 10:00 a.m.
Bingo 2:00 p.m.
Movie 6:00 p.m.
January 21
Quizball 11:00 a.m.
Movie 2:00 p.m.
Bingo 6:15 p.m.

January 22
Trivia 11:00 a.m.
Church 2:00 p.m.
January 23
Wii 10:30 a.m.
Tony’s Tunes 3:00 p.m.
Bingo 6:15 p.m.
January 24
Ceramics 10:30 a.m.
Keepsake Krafters 2:00 p.m.
Stories 4:00 p.m.
Cards 6:15 p.m.
January 25
Catholic Study 10:00 a.m.
Bean Bag 10:30 a.m.
Out to Lunch 11:30 a.m.
Bingo 2:00 p.m.
January 26
Chinese New Year Party 10:30 a.m.
Manicures 2:00 p.m.

Senior Happenings

Gary Faagau
Economics & Planning Manager

Welcome to 
the team!

Andy McKay
NLJ Reporter

John Cummings is a life-
long resident of Newcastle 
and it is common to see him 
walking around town. Despite 
a handicap, he is surpris-
ingly self-sufficient and good 
natured and has no trouble 
navigating from place to place. 

“I keep busy with my job 
at the police station. It will 
be 17 years this June 20th,” 
Cummings stated. John has 
a remarkable gift with dates, 
being able to rattle off the 
exact dates of not only memo-
ries from his own life, but also 
of friends and celebrities.

He works at the Law 
Enforcement Center as a cus-
todian, where he is known for 
his friendliness and hard work 
ethic, but he started his career 
as a public servant many years 
before he started keeping the 
police station clean.  

“I was 17 years old when I 
started working on the garbage 
truck. Some guy wanted to 
retire and they needed someone 
to take his place, so I did,” 
Cummings recalled, admitting 
that company loyalty is an 
important aspect of his phi-
losophy on life.

“I would have been there 
for 43 years if I was still 
there, but I got hurt in 1994,” 
Cummings related. 

He explained that when he 
was working on the garbage 
truck, they used a kind of wire 
to grab and secure the garbage 
canisters, but on that fateful 
day 22 years ago, John tried 
to make sure the bucket was 
securely fastened when his 
hand was caught between the 
line and hundreds of pounds of 
metal and refuse.

“I got hurt on the truck,” 
Cummings said, gesturing 
towards a glove covering his 
left hand. He uses his right 
hand for most of his work, 
and is hardly impeded by the 
handicap. He continues to 
work just as hard with one 
hand as he did with two, but 
he did have to give up his job 
with the garbage truck. 

John’s ability to make a 
transition in his job after such 
a serious injury is probably 
due in part to the fact that 

this wasn’t the first time John 
had faced difficulties with a 
physical impairment.

“I had polio when I was 
really young. They took me 
over to Hot Springs and 
told me right away what it 
was. They didn’t know what 
it was up here,” Cummings      
remembered.

He soon returned closer to 
home in Newcastle, but his 
stay was relatively short.

“I was in the hospital up 
here, but my mom decided it 
was best for me to go back 
home,” Cummings shared. 
There wasn’t much more the 
doctors could do, and young 
John went home to rehabilitate 
with the love and support of 
his family.

Poliomyelitis, commonly 
referred to as Polio, is a medical 
condition heard about only 
rarely anymore in America, as 
infection rates have tumbled 
from 350,000 in 1988 to only 
100 cases reported in 2015. 
The disease weakens muscle 
tissue but leaves the rest of the 
body untouched in most cases.

The disease often targets 
the legs, as was the case with 
32nd president of the United 
States, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt. John, on the other 
hand, is a strong walker, as 
he is a familiar sight walking 
from one end of town to the 
other.

Even though he was 
afflicted with polio at a young 
age, Cummings led a normal 
life. He played Babe Ruth ball 
with his brothers, and that is 
a time in his life he loves to 
reminisce about and share with 
others. He enjoys getting out 
and seeing everybody work 
and, whether it’s shoveling the 
sidewalk or holding a door 
open, is always more than 
happy to lend a hand.

“I like to help people. I like 
to be nice to people,” he said 
when asked why he was so 
drawn to helping even random 
strangers.

John may have devel-
oped that tendency from the 
constant source of comfort, 
support, and mentoring he 
enjoyed as a child, namely his 
mother.

“If it weren’t for my mom, 
I wouldn’t be here today. 

She helped me quite a bit,” 
Cummings professed.

John’s lifelong support 
passed away a couple of years 
ago, and he still remembers 
the day it happened.

“I went in to tell her I was 
going to work. She wanted me 
to give her a blanket because 
she was cold, and after that 
she was gone,” John recalled, 
admitting that her passing has 
been tough for him. She was 
the only family he had left that 
lived in Newcastle, and her 
presence has certainly been 
missed.

“There’s no one around. 
She would be 85 if she was 
still alive,” Cummings stated 
remorsefully. 

He still has family around 
the area, however, and 
receives goodie baskets from 
sisters from time to time, and 
even just the mention of them 
brings a spark of delight to his 
eyes. John also finds help from 
around the community, and 
at times even from complete 
strangers.

“Sometimes, people give 
me a ride home. They see 
me walking, and they stop 
and ask me if I need a ride,” 
Cummings said, noting that 
he rarely refuses and always 
appreciates a lift.

When it comes time to get 
groceries, though, John has a 
plan.

“When I go down to 
Decker’s, I call the senior bus 
and they give me a ride from 
there. Sometimes I walk. (The 
bags) are heavy, but sometimes 
I can get it done,” Cummings 
stated.

Despite the difficulties 
he’s faced throughout his life, 
Cummings has retained an 
upbeat outlook and is rarely 
seen without a smile.

John still lives in his house 
with his ten year old Shih Tzu 
“Sweetie” who loves nothing 
more than to snuggle up with 
him while he watches the 
Hallmark channel. He admits 
he is drawn to its stories of 
romance and happy endings.

“I like them, but my brother 
calls them ‘chick flicks,’” 
Cummings smiled, noting that 
although his family does not 
live in town, they still manage 
to plan fun outings.

“My brother took me out 
to Las Vegas to play golf. 
We stayed there for a week. 
He paid for everything!” 
Cummings exclaimed, still 
shocked by the generous 
gesture years after.

Golf is a serious endeavor 
for Cummings, who made 
his own mark in Newcastle’s 
history by sinking a hole-in-
one on the second hole at the 
Newcastle Country Club. 

“They came out to take my 

picture,” John remarked.
John rarely gets out on a tee 

box anymore, and said he only 
had one outing this year.

“I used to play a lot more 
when my brother was alive,” 
he lamented.

Newcastle’s Company Man

John Cummings enjoys few things more than helping others, and this most recent snowstorm 
was no different as he pulled out his shovel and went to work in front of the News Letter Journal 
right after his interview.  (Andy McKay/NLJ)
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Coming 
soon!

A comprehensive 
listing of Weston 

County businesses, the 
people that run them 

and the goods and 
services available you 
right here at home!

Get it
HERE

the

guide

Call 746-2777 today!

Contact Pam Penfield today to reserve a 
space for your business, and help prove to 

local consumers that there is no need to spend 
their dollars anywhere else because they can...

Get it HERE!

• The commissioners 
approved a resolution autho-
rizing the submission of a 
Federal Mineral Royalty 
Capital Construction Grant 
with the purpose of remod-
eling the assessor’s office 
space and basement office 
space after a water main 
break flooded those rooms. 
• County Administrator Dan 
Blakeman was instructed to 
work with Pinnacle Bank 
President Justin Tystad on 
an agreement for the snow 
removal and upkeep of the 
parking lot located next to the 
Weston County Courthouse 
Annex. Pinnacle Bank kept 
ownership of the parking lot 
when selling the building in 
order to provide an in-town 
location for an ATM.

Notes from the January 3 
Weston County Commission-

ers Meeting.
• Commissioner Tracy Hunt 
nominated Bill Lambert for 
Chairman and Tony Barton 
for Vice Chairman of the 
Commission for 2017. Both 
nominations were approved 
unanimously.
• The Commissioners 
appointed Scott Sewell, Jill 
Pischke, Clay Branscom and 
Troy Lynch to the Weed and 

Pest Board as well as George 
Bondora to the Weston 
County Solid Waste District 
Board. There are still a dozen 
openings on various county 
boards that remain vacant.
• The Weston County Gazette 
was chosen to be the offi-
cial newspaper of Weston 
County by a unanimous vote. 
Newly elected Commissioner 
Ed Wagoner expressed that 
the decision is motivated by 
finances, and explained that 
publications are cheaper in 
the Weston County Gazette 
than they are in the News 
Letter Journal. 
• In a continuation of a con-
versation from the December 
20 meeting, County Clerk 
Jill Sellers told the commis-
sioner’s she wants to update 
her office’s fee schedule to 
include an hourly rate for 
gathering the requested docu-
ments for large requests. The 
commissioners expressed 
some confusion over specific 
laws regarding charges for 
inspection of public docu-
ments, and requested that 
Sellers gather more informa-
tion on the topic before a 
decision is made. 
• The commissioners 
approved a motion that will 
allow for three offices to be 

built at the Weston County 
Courthouse Annex. The 
project will include remod-
eling an area in the former 
Pinnacle Bank building for 
the Weston County Extension 
Office, and redoing the bath-
rooms to bring them up to 
code. A total of $100,000 was 
budgeted for the project, and 
it is estimated that the work 
approved last week will use 
nearly $99,000 of that line 
item. 
• Douglas District Ranger 
Shane Walker of the US 
Forest Service discussed a 
proposed draft charter for a 
U.S. Forestry Cooperative 
Group with the commis-
sioners. He explained the 
rules and outlined the purpose 
of the cooperative group, 
which is being formed as a 
result of meetings held here 
this fall regarding prairie dog 
management in the Thunder 
Basin National Grasslands.
• A proposal from API was 
approved for the fire alarm 
and sprinkler system at the 
Weston County Courthouse. 
The system will be more high 
tech than the one currently in 
place, and will feature more 
protection than is currently 
available. The cost of the new 
system totals $377,510.

Commission Clips
Notes from the December 20 Weston County Commissioners Meeting. 
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customers that they will be required to pay the 
fee. 

“That could be a deterrent to using it. The 
asterisk that got me is that they will charge the 
same on a debit card…They are going to charge 
the same fees unless you take an electronic 
check,” professed Ertman, who also indicated 
that there are a minimum number of transactions 
the county will have to log to escape additional 
fees to cover the costs of the system’s providers.

“They expect transaction rates to be high 
enough to cover that and everything else,” 
declared Ertman, noting that every credit card has 
different contracts with different associated fees. 

She argued that budget concerns may dictate 
that it is not the best time to start accepting credit 
card transactions because of the costs associated, 
and suggested that it may have been a better 
idea 10 years ago. She expressed concern over 
the possibility that the county could be charged 

if there is not enough credit card use to ensure 
Instapayment is not losing money. 

“This would make it easier for our citizens… 
And if we put off another year, the costs may go 
up,” maintained Sellers, who said she wished 
there was a way to truly quantify how much 
revenue the county is currently losing because an 
option to pay by credit card does not exist. 

Ertman feared that the county may commit 
money to using the system, and find out that 
customers aren’t willing to pay the fees associ-
ated with using it, but Sellers asked that the 
commissioners keep the discussion open. The 
commissioners, in turn, requested that a question-
naire be provided for citizens at the courthouse to 
help them make their decision. Sellers indicated 
that she would keep gathering information to aid 
them in further discussions over the possibility of 
finding room in the budget for the next fiscal year 
to begin offering the service.

Weston County think about tobacco, specifically 
when it comes to smoking. She explained that 
when a social norm changes, the behavior of 
youth will customarily change along with it. 

Lipp shared that there was once a time where 
tobacco use was something you would be likely 
to see almost anywhere, but now, she said that 
if you look at the ball parks or other public 
areas, the chances of seeing someone smoking, 
especially near others, is not very likely. Lipp 
suggests that the fact that people are not smoking 
tobacco in public places— even though it is not 
prohibited by a local ordinance or policy— is 
an example of the norm change experienced in 
Weston County in the past decade. 

“We still have smokers, but I think our 
smokers are more educated now. They have tried 
to quit, or are aware of the reasons they should. 
I hear people say ‘I smoke, but not in the house 
or the car with my kids.’ The whole norm has 
changed. I am not saying we don’t have kids in 
smoking homes, but it is more the norm that they 
are not,” Lipp asserted. 

She credits some of this change to the work 
she and the Prevention Task Force have under-
taken in the past, noting that the results may not 
be clearly visible in data from the Prevention 
Needs Assessment or other studies because 
those surveys fail to provide the whole picture. 
Additionally, Weston County’s PNA data from 
2014 is not complete because a miscommunica-
tion caused a number of students to miss taking 

the survey. 
“It takes a long time to see that norm shift. We 

have been educating people for so long, and we 
are finally starting to see that change in numbers 
and experiences,” professed Lipp.

She maintained, however, that the news on 
spit tobacco use is not as good, and credits that 
to being a “Wyoming cultural thing.” 

“Our spit tobacco numbers are still above the 
state average, not significantly, but right at or 
slightly above,” acknowledged Lipp, who said 
that numbers for tobacco smoking in Weston 
County had been below the state average on 
surveys from year’s prior to 2014 are viewed. 

As for youth access to tobacco, Lipp admitted 
that a majority of the time the underage kids 
do not try to purchase them for themselves in 
a small community, but have someone of age 
purchase them. Synar conducts inspections in 
every community throughout the state to compile 
the report released last month by DOH, but Lipp 
said local law enforcement does not conduct 
compliance checks in Weston County. 

“It is hard in a small community because 
you go to Deckers and everyone knows the kids, 
and that they aren’t old enough. When they do 
checks, it is typical to bring in kids from out of 
the county,” remarked Lipp, who admitted that 
she would like to find a way for law enforcement 
to conduct compliance checks here because cita-
tions could be issued to establishments that are 
caught selling to children under the age of 18. 

Tobacco from page 1 ......................................................................................

On to the next

Chairman Bill Lambert presents a plaque to Randy Rossman at his retirement party 
at the Weston County Courthouse late last year. When the Weston County Commission 
met last week, it was the first time in eight years that they did so without Rossman on 
the board. (Alexis Barker/NLJ)
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• Slowed reaction time
• Problems with motor coordination

• Problems with hand-eye coordination
• Problems with perceptual accuracy

Marijuana reduces sports performance

Keep marijuana out of the 
hands of children

CannabIs
‘t

Local girl gives 
where it is 
needed most
Andy McKay
NLJ Reporter

Miracles come disguised as 
good people with kind hearts, 
no matter the size, and amidst 
the hustle of a season packed 
with marvelous toys and clothes 
hiding beneath the Christmas 
tree, it came as no surprise to 
family and friends when one 
Newcastle girl bucked the ordi-
nary by making a truly extraor-
dinary wish this Christmas.

Christmas is the holiday of 
giving, and that is a message 
that rings true in even the 
youngest of lives, as third-
grader Preslee Fitzwater proved 
when her Christmas wish this 
year was “to help a family in 
need.”

“She’s always had a heart 
to help others,” said longtime 
family friend Jody Umphlett, 
who has watched Preslee grow 
up because she helped the 
family over the years by baby-
sitting.

As good intentioned as 
Preslee’s wish was, she soon 

learned that finding someone 
to help may be a more difficult 
task than it appeared.

“I asked my mom if I could 
get together with some of my 
friends and help a family in need 
this Christmas. My mom said 
that would be hard because no 
one has their hands out saying, 
‘Help me!’” Preslee stated.

Having decided that waiting 
for someone to come to them 
and ask for help wasn’t going 
to work, Preslee and her mother 
resolved to seek out fourth grade 
teacher Mary Ragland. Through 
her work with Operation Santa: 
Kids Helping Kids, Ragland 
was able to steer the young girl 
to a local family that had fallen 
on hard times. 

Unaware even of the identity 
of the family she was helping, 
Preslee did know it was a 
young family whose father was 
recently out of work and is 
struggling to get by. Preslee’s 
original plan was ambitious 
as she hoped to raise enough 
money to put all of the family’s 
utility bills in the black, but she 
soon learned she was working 
with a condensed timetable.

“At first I thought I could 
get enough, but when I heard 
that I only had a week until I 
had to give the money, I knew 

I couldn’t get all of their bills,” 
the third-grader said.

Knowing time was of the 
essence, the young altruist 
quickly got to work in making 
her plea to the community.

“I just made a sign that said, 
‘Please help a family in need 
this Christmas. Even just a 
little bit of money will help,’” 
Preslee said. Her fundraiser 
was a roaring success thanks 
to support from friends, family, 
and her mother’s clients. 

“I got $230 to help pay their 
water bill because that’s the 
only thing they could turn off,” 
she professed.

Gas and electric utilities 
won’t be shut off this winter 
courtesy of a program through 
Black Hills Energy, so Preslee 
identified the family’s most 
pressing need was to keep 
their water running. Without an 
income, the family’s father is 
afraid of having his children 
removed from his care if he 
can’t guarantee them access to 
basic necessities.

“His kids would need to take 
a shower or a bath and have 
water to drink, so I decided 
the water bill would be most 
important,” Preslee reasoned.

With so much riding on a 
quick but successful fundraising 

campaign, Preslee spent her 
school days anxiously awaiting 
the bell and not knowing 
whether anyone would join in 
her endeavor.

“I would come home from 
school right before dance and 
I would check the envelope 
and ask how much money was 
donated, so I somewhat would 
know how much there was,” 
Preslee admitted.

Even though the water bill 
was covered, the third-grader 
wanted Christmas to be a 
special time for the family.

“I bought the kids a few 
outfits and some toys, and 
bought them Christmas dinner 
and a movie,” stated Preslee, 
who recognized her younger 
sister, Addison, for being a great 
help when it came to finding the 
perfect gifts for the secret Santa 
to give.

This is hardly the first time 
the sisters have banded together 
on an altruistic mission. The 
duo also fulfilled a long-time 
desire to operate a lemonade 
stand, but unlike a normal lem-
onade stand, she and her sister 
resolved to offer products to fit 
their customer’s needs. 

“We had coffee and donuts in 
the morning, and lemonade and 
other snacks in the evening,” 

Preslee smiled.
With the profits from their 

first escapade into the busi-
ness world in hand, the sisters 
elected to take the most unex-
pected action and donate it 
to the Humane Society, and 
Preslee cited her sister’s love 
of animals as the inspiration for 
the heartfelt gesture.

Preslee also voiced that she 
hoped to take time this summer 
to walk the dogs at the pound 
and to visit the residents at 
the Manor. The young girl is 
unafraid to go out of her way 
to help anyone she sees being 
excluded, be it stranger or even 
family. Not wanting to leave 
anyone out, Preslee hopes to 
make the lemonade stand even 
more of a success this summer 
by inviting more family to get 
involved.

“I’m wondering if maybe 
we could include our cousins 
this next time. I’ve been trying 
to do things that are fun for all 
of us and not leaving anyone 
out,” Preslee mused.

Her desire to help others has 
grown and developed just as 
she has through the years, and 
it has been a very visible part 
of her life.

“She’s always had a good 
heart,” shared Umphlett, who 

said she has always seen Preslee 
as a good-natured girl, but 
she’s seen that begin to expand 
beyond the horizon of simply 
having a sweet demeanor to 
actively helping others as 
Preslee has grown more aware 
of those around her.

“It probably started to mani-
fest in the last two to three years 
as she’s started to notice the 
world around her and the needs 
of others,” Umphlett reasoned.

Whatever path has led the 
young girl to wanting to share 
goodwill with all those in need, 
she announced that her beliefs 
play a central role in her inspi-
ration.

“I believe in God and God 
tells me to do nice things for no 
reason except to help others. I 
really wish I got to meet them 
and for them to say thank you, 
but I don’t care if they say thank 
you. I just want to help others,” 
Preslee professed.

“I just thought that was 
amazing. She did it without 
needing recognition,” Umphlett 
nodded.

Although Preslee’s one 
Christmas wish was fulfilled, 
she still got a Christmas of her 
own and received many gifts.

But her favorite gift this year 
was her own gift of giving.

The Christmas Wish

and reported that it has been some 
time since a small town voice was 
on that committee. He intends to be 
that voice moving forward, and said 
he hopes to suggest a better funding 
model than the one that currently 
exists. 

Hunt remained on both the 
Education and Ag Committee in the 
House, and while he admits there is 
not as much at stake in agriculture 
as education (see related story), the 
committee plans to work with various 
agriculture departments across the 
state to try and “get a feel for what 
their budgets are,” in an effort to help 
them cut back on non-essentials. 

After the election, Driskill 
received a highly sought appointment 
to the Appropriations Committee, 
and told the News Letter Journal the 
work there has proved to be chal-
lenging, but that he has enjoyed the 
experience so far. 

“We have all heard a lot about 
how tough times are and how rough 
they have been. That is for sure 
true, and you get a good vision of 
that on Appropriations,” commented 
Driskill.

He explained that this year’s 
budget is pretty well set, and said 
the real question facing the state is 
what to do in the next biennium, 
particularly with education. 

After spending the last six years 
on the Select Water Committee, 
Driskill admits that is one area that 
will struggle to hold on to its present 
funding. In the past, according to 
the senator from Devils Tower, the 
legislature has taken funds from that 
area in times of economic hardship, 
but Driskill feels that water is critical 
to the infrastructure of small towns. 
As such, he believes keeping those 
funds intact is important, and Weston 
County’s other senator agrees. 

Meier is also in tune to the fact 
that, historically, the legislature likes 
to cut water development funding, 
and he hopes to protect those funds 
though this session. 

“Hopefully, we can hold on to 
that money… You can’t improve the 
things that need done without water,” 
asserted Meier. He reported dam 
construction is one of the big ticket 
items in the current water develop-
ment budget, with $96 million being 
spent across the state. 

Meier also hopes to protect 
Wyoming from getting a “black eye” 
from the federal government when 
it comes time to consolidate nuclear 
weapons arsenals across the nation. 
He told the News Letter Journal 
that Wyoming could be facing an 
employment discrimination issue in 
Cheyenne, where it has been reported 
that some businesses are acting unfa-
vorably towards the spouses of Air 
Force personnel at F.E. Warren Air 
Force Base. 

“There are a lot of incidents. It 
is fairly prevalent. There are a lot of 
victims who didn’t come forward. 
We have given them that opportu-
nity, and we are getting some pretty 
disgusting feedback,” fumed Meier, 
who hopes to fix the problem and 
protect Wyoming without the leg-
islature having to impose too much 
control over private businesses. 

Meier was also named 
the Chairman of the Senate’s 
Transportation Committee last 
month, and said one of his goals on 
that committee is to pass legislation 
that will provide punishments for 
people who form shell companies 
with the intent of buying vehicles 
and paying taxes out of state. The 
challenge will lie in protecting legiti-
mate companies who make out of 
state purchases. 

“It is frustrating because they 
don’t want to pay taxes, but they 
want to enjoy all the amenities of 
Wyoming life. They want the beau-
tiful life, but don’t want to pay 
for it,” maintained Meier, who said 
that if the bill is passed, violators 
could face $750 in fines and up to 
six months in jail when it goes into 
effect in July of 2018.

Legislators from page 1 .................................

House District 2 
Representative Hans Hunt 
has one more item to add 
to his list of achievements 
after he was selected 
earlier this year to serve 
on President-elect Donald 
Trump’s Agriculture 
Advisory Committee. 
To date, Hunt told the News 
Letter Journal, the expe-
rience has been “great,” 

and he reported that is 
has been an outstanding 
networking opportunity. 
To this point he hasn’t had 
to dedicate a lot of time to 
the endeavor, but said he 
has appreciated the con-
versations he’s had with 
other committee members 
via conference calls and 
an e-mail chain. 
“I have enjoyed net-

working. I have met a 
few of the others on the 
committee, and there are 
a lot of great people on 
there,” announced Hunt, 
who indicated he has 
participated in discus-
sions regarding the com-
mittee’s recommendation 
for who Trump should 
nominate to be Secretary 
of Agriculture, and hinted 

the eventual pick could 
be another member of the 
committee on which he 
serves. 
According to the 
Republican legislator, 
the group as been asked 
to continue to serve as 
an advisory board after 
Trump takes office, and 
Hunt said he is looking 
forward to doing so.

Ag advice for the next Prez

Alexis Barker
NLJ Reporter

A recently released annual report 
from the magazine, Education 
Week, ranked Wyoming seventh 
in the nation in education quality 
based largely on the state earning 
the top spot in the category of school 
finance, but it may be difficult to 
maintain that position in the state’s 
current economic situation.
According to all four of Weston 
County’s legislators, one issue that 
is of great importance— not only 
this year but for years to come— is 
education in Wyoming and how to 
fund the level of education residents 
of this state have grown accustomed 
to. Driskill reported that, over the 
next biennium, Wyoming is looking 
at nearly a $1 billion shortfall in 
education funding. 
“Education had about a $500 million 
rainy day fund, and that entire fund 
has been spent to get through this 
biennium. The next biennium, we 
are looking at around a $400 million, 
plus or minus, shortfall for education. 
We also have zero income from coal 

bonus money, which funded con-
structing and maintenance of school 
facilities. We will have to deal with 
that as well. That is another $100 
million plus, if not $200 million,” 
declared Driskill. 
Lindholm revealed that, by 2023, 
Wyoming will be looking at nearly 
$1.8 billion in shortfalls for educa-
tion. While a lot of people are sug-
gesting the use of the rainy day fund, 
Lindholm points out that Wyoming 
may have the largest reserve in the 
nation, but it is still not enough to 
cover the shortfall in education. The 
Legislative Stabilization Account, 
or rainy day fund, currently holds 
roughly $1.7 billion.
That means legislators are looking 
for ways to generate more revenue 
to balance budgets.
“There is no funding for construc-
tion or maintenance of school facili-
ties. It is going to be a big challenge 
finding a way to start funding again. 
No one likes to talk about new taxes 
or tax increase. I don’t either, and it 
is certainly not my first option, but 
something needs to be done in the 
future. There has to be some sort of 

revenue flow for school facilities,” 
professed Hunt. 
Driskill agreed, suggesting the leg-
islature will be looking at a whole 
series of different proposals and 
measures to combat the shortfall in 
Wyoming. He admitted that while 
he doesn’t want to increase taxes, 
some kind of tax will probably have 
to be imposed on residents to keep 
schools functioning at their present 
level. He wants schools to find 
ways to decrease spending before 
he is willing to look at tax increases 
however.
“I am not willing to raise taxes until 
cuts are in place,” Driskill assured 
the News Letter Journal.
Lindholm predicted that the “face 
of education in Wyoming” is going 
to have to change over the next few 
years because of these shortfalls. 
He admits, however, that the exact 
form of that change is not clear 
yet. Lindholm said the situation is 
going to take some real thought 
from the legislature going forward, 
and acknowledged that the transi-
tion may not all occur during this 
session.

School funding looms large



Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

  
Having gone into Christmas 

break with a loss and a 2-4 
record, head coach Tyler Bartlett 
and his crew were looking to 
right the ship when the Lady 
Dogies kicked off the new 
year by hosting the 2A Lusk 
Lady Tigers last Tuesday, and 
opened up 3A East Conference 
play when they travelled to 
Torrington to take on the Lady 
Blazers on Friday.

The ship appeared to be 
righted indeed when they tipped 
off against the Lady Tigers. 

“I thought that was about as 
good as we’ve played defen-
sively all year, and I thought 
we were really good in the full 
court where we created a lot 
of turnovers,” Bartlett began. 
“They are a team who is really 
well-coached to run the flex 
offense and be disciplined in 
that, but you couldn’t tell by 
watching that game because our 
defensive pressure took them 
out of a lot of the things they 
wanted to run.”

Though pleased with his 
squad’s defensive effort, 
Bartlett admitted he was a little 
disappointed with the offensive 
end of the game.

“Once again we didn’t take 
advantage of a lot of the oppor-
tunities we created, whether that 
was missing layups or bunnies, 
or turning it over, but I thought 
it was a step in the right direc-
tion defensively,” he nodded.

It has been said that defense 
wins ball games, and the Lady 
Dogies proved that to be true 
as they defeated Lusk 46-28 
despite their offensive struggles.

The squad also finished 
the contest with very bal-
anced scoring output spread 
throughout the team. Taylor 
Spain led with 13, but she was 
followed closely by Rachel 
Ehlers with nine, Lexus Voelker 
with eight, Rachel Henkle with 
seven and Sarah Henkle with 
five. 

“You could really see in 
that game that we have dif-
ferent kids who can do dif-
ferent things, and they kind of 
embrace their role and we share 
the ball really well,” Bartlett 
explained. “Sometimes that’s 
because we are getting out in 
transition and pushing the ball, 
but it’s always a good thing to 
be balanced offensively, espe-
cially this year.”

Newcastle was looking to 
segue their win on Tuesday 
into another one on Friday as 

they entered into East Quadrant 
conference play against the 
Lady Blazers in Torrington. It 
was apparent that both squads 

were determined to come out 
on top as the contest was a hard 
fought, back-and-forth battle 
that came down to the very end. 

Unfortunately, as time ticked 
off the clock, the Blazers led the 

Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

 
Weston County’s high school wres-

tlers didn’t get a lot of opportunity to 
compete prior to Christmas because 
of weather cancellations, so the first 
weekend of 2017 provided a good indi-
cator of what fans should expect from 
the squad when they host the Dogie 
Invitational on Friday.

It would appear the local grapplers 
can be counted on to give as good as 
they get in the Dogie Dome after the 
combined Newcastle/Upton wrestlers 
got off to a good start when they 
opened up 2017 with a dominant 57-18 
beat-down against the Lusk Tigers last 
Tuesday, followed by a 12th place 
finish at the Shane Shatto Memorial 
Tournament in Douglas on Friday and 
Saturday.

“Things went pretty well in Lusk,” 
head coach Lee McCoy began. “We 
had a couple of pretty good matchups at 
113 with Trayton Dawson and 145 with 
Gavin Durfee, and Jacob Rhoades at 
120 wrestled pretty well and got a win. 
The rest of our matches were pretty 
mismatched however.”

According to McCoy, the final score 
was lopsided because the meet was 
kind of lopsided, given that Lusk is a 
young team without the experience of 
the Dogies/Bobcats. However, he noted 
that it was a good dual to have coming 
out of the holiday break, and that it was 
a good one for Lusk as well.

Picking up wins against their oppo-
nents were Reid Holmes (106), Dawson 
(113), Rhoades (120), Durfee (132), 

Wyatt Corley (152), James Moberly 
(170) and Teigen Marchant (195). 

After the warmup dual with Lusk, 
the Dogies/Bobcats headed to Douglas 
for a two-day tournament with 25 other 
teams in attendance. Schools repre-
sented ranged from 4A to 1A in size and 
included 12 of the 16 3A schools, so 
Newcastle/Upton had the opportunity 
to size up conference and state competi-
tion.

“We were pretty happy with our 
placing as a team, and individually 
we placed five of our kids,” McCoy 
exclaimed. “This was a much better 
finish than we’ve had in the past at this 
tournament.”

Placers for the Dogies/Bobcats 
included Holmes (106) and Bryce 
Womack (285) who finished fifth, 
while Dawson (113), Corley (152), and 
Marchant (182) all picked up sixth 
place medals.

Being able to wrestle anywhere from 
four to eight matches over the course of 
the weekend gave squad members the 
opportunity to gain valuable experience 
as the season moves forward.

“We had some close matches, some 
of which went our way while some 
didn’t,” McCoy began. “It was a really 
great opportunity for us because we 
haven’t had a lot of matches given the 
weather cancellations before Christmas. 
We need those matches to expose our 
weaknesses. We need to have that good 
competition so we know what to work 
on and to give ourselves focus for the 
week.”

One of the issues McCoy and his 
coaching staff identified as an area of 
weakness across the board was in take 
downs. 

“We’re giving up three take downs 
to every one that we throw, and that 

High School Boys Basketball
1/13 Buffalo Bison V9 A 4 PM
1/14 Wheatland Bulldogs V9 H 2:30 PM
1/16 Wright Panthers 9 A 4 PM
High School Girls Basketball
1/13 Buffalo Bison V9 A 4 PM
1/14 Wheatland Bulldogs V9 H 2:30 PM
1/16 Wright Panthers 9 A 5:30 PM
High School Wrestling
1/13 Newcastle Invitational VJ H 10 AM
1/13 Torrington Tourney VJ A 1TBA
High School Boys Swimming
1/14 Douglas Invitational V9 A TBA
Middle School Boys Basketball
1/19 Twin Spruce Junior High A 4 PM

Schedule
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One of my pet peeves is 
how people on social media 
are constantly going off about 
being offended about every 
little thing these days, so the 
rant I’m about to embark upon 
may seem a bit hypocritical…
but I just can’t stop myself.

This weekend I was 
reminded once again of a 
subtle, yet obvious, prejudice 
against females in sports.

“The boys’ game will tip off 
at 7:00 on Friday, depending 
on the turnovers and fouls in 
the girls’ game,” I heard when 
I tuned in to listen to the Dogie 

post-game.
I know 

it doesn’t 
sound like 
much, but 
what the 
heck in the 
world is 
that sup-
posed to 
mean?

First of all, when games 
get physical, fouls should be 
called. And if girls are playing 
great defense, regardless of 
which side you are for, there 
are going to be turnovers. 
However, the attitude that 
women’s basketball is nothing 
but a turnover and foul-fest is 
so incredibly sexist that it just 
ignites in me a fire that makes 
me want to scream.

In this weekend’s games, 
the Lady Dogies lost an 
extremely close game to their 
rival Torrington. The game 
went down to the wire, with 
the Lady Blazers pulling ahead 
at the very end.

Anyone who knows expects 
the contest between these two 
teams to be a slugfest that isn’t 
very pretty. That’s how they 
have always played. However, 
the commentary at the end 
of the boys’ game eluded to 
how the boys’ game might be 
delayed next week due to the 
“fouls and turnovers” in the 
girls’ game.

The statement was abso-
lutely unnecessary. Given that 
our teams play back-to-back, 
those who tune in to listen 
will hear the games as they 
progress. There is no need to 
make any derisive comments 
on how either gender’s games 
are played.

Are more foul calls called 
in girls’ games? Maybe so. 
However, are they called 
because more fouls are com-
mitted or because officials are 

I’m sorry…
I have to

— See Karp, Page 11

a family tradition since 1911

Ad Effective
January 10-16, 2017

$5.99
Maxwell House

Coffee
24.5-30.6 oz. or 22 oz. 
Decaf, Select Varieties

Rise & 
Shine!

307-746-2779 • 709 W. Main St. Newcastle, WY • visit deckersmarket.com for exclusive coupon offers 
Not all items available at all stores. We reserve the right to limit quantities and make substitutions.

2/$4
Kellogg’s

Pop Tarts
6-8 ct. 

Select Varieties

2/$4
Pillsbury

Toaster Strudel or 
Scrambles

4-6 ct.
Select Varieties

In the frozen section

3/$5
Kellogg’s
Cereal

15 oz. Frosted Flakes, 
12.5 oz. Corn Pops, 
12.2 oz. Apple Jacks 
or 11-11.4 oz. Krave 

Select Varieties

4/$8
General Mills

Cereal
10.7 oz. Trix, 12 oz. 

Golden Grahams, 11.8 
oz. Cocoa Puffs, 13 oz. 

Reece’s Puffs, 9 oz. 
Multi-Grain Cheerios or 
11.25 oz. Cookie Crisp

Select Varieties

Head Coach Lee McCoy demonstrates one of four take down techniques they 
worked on at practice Tuesday night.  (Andy McKay/NLJ)

Wrestlers set to host Invite
A dozen teams 
in town Friday

— See Wrestling, Page 16

Lexus Voelker scrambles after a loose ball with strong intentions of beating her opponent.  
(Sonja Karp/NLJ)

Ladies earn a split to start the year

— See Ladies, Page 11



21 Electric
Josh Liggett - 746-5165

Spearfish Forest Products
605-642-7741

Black Hills Exploration & Production
746-3517

Weston County Health Services
746-4491

Black Hills Dental
746-4772

Black Hills Energy
blackhillscorp.com

CLT Flooring & Furnishing
746-3335

Dixon Bros., Inc.
746-2788

Elliott Chiropractic
746-9200

JackMaster Const.
Craig Wiggins 746-3521

Newcastle Equipment
746-4520

Newcastle Vision Clinic
746-2371

Rob's Hot Oil
746-3631

Wyoming Automotive
746-2769

News Letter Journal
746-2777

Wyoming Refining Company
746-4445

Varsity front row, left to right: Austyn Vaughn, Nicole Earnest, Hailee Cheshier, Kinlee Whitney, Kylie Auch, Gabrielle Downing, Kelsey Bennett, 
Daytona Bennett, Tessa Vandersnick, Emma Evick, Rowen Combe, Johnna Dawson, Paige Liggett, Brenna Watkins. Second row, left to right: 
Christina Hadlock, Jordyn Alleman, Sharla Lax, Sarah Henkle, Trayton Dawson, PJ Martin, Aaron Fullerton, Brady Wilkes, Jaiden Carter, 
Lauren Lacey, Markie Whitney, Lexus Voelker, Lexi Krogman, Holly Dollison. Third row, left to right: Angela Troupe, Adrionna Jerry, Betoney 
Dixon, Michelle Ballieu, Emily Rushton, Zydan Brooks, Kolby Pisciotti, Wyatt Voelker, Luke Harris, Colin Heaton, Brenden Vaughn, Jozee 
Lawler, Tailey Wright, Anna Gettinger, Amanda Orban, Rachel Ehlers. Fourth row, left to right: Janelle Ellis (Director), Emily Freytag, Kate 
Schraeder, Shelby Vandersnick, Heather Michaelis, Tyler Tkaczyk, Trenton Parsons, Chase Loebs, Flint Hossfeld, Evan Mitchell, Aaliyah Banks, 
Kaylee Sweet, Makenzie Wagoner, Heather Donner, Kendra Barrett (Student Teacher) Not pictured: Sean Hopper, Jacob Bissey, Nakala Liggett 
(Andy McKay/NLJ)

Please thank these fine sponsors for 
bringing you the Varsity Page in the 

News Letter Journal!
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Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

 
Last Tuesday, the Newcastle 

Dogies welcomed the Tigers of 
Lusk to the Dogie Dome to 
kick off the new year. Though a 
2A opponent, head coach Allen 
Von Eye was pleased with the 
opportunity that contest pro-
vided for his squad to get in a 
real game to prepare for what he 
knew would be a tough opening 
East Quadrant matchup against 
the third-ranked Torrington 
Trailblazers on Friday.

Newcastle was shorthanded, 
with only eight players suited up 
in the contest against the Tigers 
because the Tidyman brothers 
had been out of town on vaca-
tion over the break. Given there 
were only three players on the 
bench, the biggest concern for 
team was the possibility of foul 
trouble.

“We knew for awhile that 
we would be shorthanded in 
the game, and it was a good 
opportunity for us to rotate some 
of the younger guys in a little bit 
and get them some meaningful 
minutes,” Von Eye explained. 
“But when you start off with 
a foul in the first 10 seconds, 
and then get three within the 
first minute it’s a little bit wor-
risome.”

Lyle Whitney was the 
recipient of two of those fouls 
early in the game, and as a 
result, had to sit for much of 
the first quarter and ultimately 
the first half. Fortunately, the 
Dogie bench – small as it was 
– stepped up to take his place. 
That combined with smart play 
by all allowed for a Dogie lead 
for the duration of the game, and 

culminated with a 59-29 victory.
“I thought the kids played 

a pretty solid game,” Von Eye 
analyzed. “We pushed the ball 
hard, though it wasn’t always 
pretty, and we attacked the rack 
hard. We knew going in that 
we would have the advantage 
at all five positions on the floor 
to get to the rack if we kept our 
spacing. When we kept spacing, 
we did a great job of getting to 
the rim. When we clustered up, 
we didn’t.”

A concern for Von Eye 
in the first half was a lack of 
rebounding by his team. 

“Offensive boards killed 
us again in the first half. They 
ended up with 12 rebounds and 
15 points. You do the math, and 
if we keep them off the boards— 
even by half— they go into the 
half with only six points,” he 
stated. “That part is something 
that has to be fixed and it’s 
something they know has to be 
fixed, and it’s one of our points 
of emphasis.”

Earlier in the season, the 
main point of emphasis was 
coming out strong in the third 
quarter. Given the Dogies have 
improved greatly in that aspect 
of their game, Von Eye was 
looking to focus on fixing the 
rebounding issue going forward.

Scoring for Newcastle 
was very balanced, with Cade 
Ostenson leading the way 
with 17, followed by Triston 
Roberson with 11. Whitney and 
Sawyer Roberson tallied nine 
apiece, Jake Lacey had seven 
and Kyle Haslam chipped in 
with six.

From the opening tip in the 
game on Friday the Dogies 
looked as though they had fixed 
their rebounding issue from 
Tuesday, and despite struggling 
through an early game scoring 
drought, gave the Torrington 
Trailblazers all they could 
handle.

“Our kids played very, very 
well,” Von Eye exclaimed. “It 
seemed like we couldn’t buy 
a bucket, especially early, but 
we got up a lot of shots and did 
a great job of defending them 
and stopping them, but we just 
couldn’t get shots to fall right 
away.”

Defensively, the Dogies’ 
pressure thwarted the ranked 
Blazers’ game plan, which kept 
them within five points of their 
opponent through nearly three 
quarters of play. Unfortunately, 
a lapse in focus turned the tide 
against them.

“If it wouldn’t have been for 

a three minute spell in the third 
quarter, it was a 2-point ball 
game the rest of the way,” Von 
Eye sighed. “We had gone on 
a run to take the lead, but then 
we missed a contested layup 
and fouled a three-point shooter. 
We missed another tough layup, 
then they scored and we gave 
them an and-one. Right after that 
they stole the ball, we fouled on 
the layup and they got another 
and-one.”

The quick eight point swing 
gave the Blazers the momentum 
they needed to continue on to a 
14-0 run, and though the Dogies 
rallied to outscore their Goshen 
County opponent throughout the 
remainder of the contest, they 
couldn’t dig out of the hole and 
went on to drop the game 51-65.

“It was disappointing to lose 
that game, but for us to go in 
and give as good as we did, they 
were stunned by it,” Von Eye 
nodded. “Their coach talked to 
me afterward and said that our 
kids played extremely hard and 
well, so it’s something we’ve 
been trying to preach to our kids 
all year long. We are able to 
compete with the upper echelon 
of our conference. We just have 
to come out in the right head 
space to do it.”

Ostenson once again lead all 
scorers with 23 points. Dylon 
Tidyman and Lacey added 
eight, Sawyer Roberson had 
five, Whitney four, and Triston 
Roberson closed it out with 
three.

The Dogies have a chal-
lenging week ahead of them 
as they travel to Buffalo on 
Friday to take on the Bison, 
and then turn around to host 
the Wheatland Bulldogs on 
Saturday.

Girls Basketball
Rachel Henkle: 7 points, 11 rebounds, 1 
assist, 3 steals, 1 block
Rachel Ehlers: 9 points, 6 rebounds, 1 assist, 
4 steals
Alyssa Umphlett: 2 points, 3 rebounds, 5 
assists, 5 steals
Taylor Spain: 13 points, 6 rebounds, 3 steals, 
1 block
Sarah Henkle: 5 points, 5 rebounds, 2 
assists, 2 steals
Lexus Voelker: 8 points, 5 rebounds, 1 assist, 
2 steals
Makenzie Wagoner: 2 points
Lauren Lacey: 3 rebounds, 1 steal
Grace Coy: 1 rebound

Newcastle v. Lusk
1-3-17: 46-28

Rachel Henkle: 8 points, 14 rebounds, 1 
assist, 5 steals
Rachel Ehlers: 22 points, 10 rebounds, 1 
assist, 1 steal
Alyssa Umphlett: 2 points, 1 rebound, 3 
assists, 2 steals
Taylor Spain: 10 points, 1 rebound, 2 assists, 
3 steals
Sarah Henkle: 2 points, 2 rebounds, 2 
assists, 1 steal
Lexus Voelker: 4 points, 5 rebounds, 1 assist, 
2 steals
Makenzie Wagoner: 2 rebounds, 2 assists

Newcastle @ Torrington
1-6-17: 48-53

Senior Triston Roberson goes 
up against Lusk defenders.  
(Sonja Karp/NLJ)

Boys Basketball
Triston Roberson: 11 points, 6 rebounds, 6 
assists, 4 steals, 1 block
Cade Ostenson: 17 points, 4 rebounds, 4 
assists, 4 steals, 1 block
Lyle Whitney: 9 points, 3 rebounds, 2 assists, 
1 steal
Sawyer Roberson: 9 points, 8 rebounds, 2 
steals
Jake Lacey: 7 points, 6 rebounds, 2 assists, 
2 steals
Kyle Haslam: 6 points, 5 rebounds, 1 assist
PJ Martin: 1 rebound, 1 assist

Newcastle v. Lusk
1-3-17: 59-29

Triston Roberson: 3 points, 3 rebounds, 4 
assists, 2 steals, 1 block
Cade Ostenson: 23 points, 6 rebounds, 1 
assist, 1 steal, 1 block
Lyle Whitney: 4 points, 4 rebounds, 1 assist, 
2 steals
Sawyer Roberson: 5 points, 6 rebounds, 1 
assist, 2 steals
Jake Lacey: 8 points, 6 rebounds, 2 assists, 
1 steal
Dylon Tidyman: 8 points, 5 rebounds, 1 steal

Newcastle v. Pinedale
1-6-17: 51-65

looking out for the “fairer sex?” 
Is there a difference between boys’ and girls’ 

basketball? Absolutely. I won’t deny that there 
is a definite difference between how men play 
the game versus women. However, I am just 
very tired of women having to continue to fight 
for any respect in their game. 

There is an obvious gender bias in sports. 
Women are considered less-than, if they are 
considered at all. 

Granted, women’s basketball games don’t 
move as fast as men’s, but the physicality 
certainly isn’t any less. Women push the ball, 
attack the rack, box out, play defense, and give 
as good as they get just as much as men. In 
fact, a 15-year-old sophomore girl just threw 
down a one-handed slam in a game last Friday 
in Colorado, but apparently, when girls turn 
the ball over or foul, it somehow makes them 

inferior to men.
In high school, the boys’ game always 

follows the girls’ game. In many cases, that 
schedule impacts the number who show up for 
the early contest, because people are getting off 
of work and trying to get ready to come to the 
games.

That means that often the girls’ fan base is 
less, and this has happened regardless of which 
team has a better record or better chance in 
games. Even in years when the girls’ team is 
looked at to be more successful than the boys, 
the guys get the best time slot.

Why is that?
I know that it’s not uncommon for people 

to prefer the faster-paced game that men play, 
however, there is no need to diminish the 
women’s team by making negative remarks 
about their “style” of play.

Karp from page 9 ....................................................................................................
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Dogies 53-48.
“It truly was one of the uglier 

games I’ve been a part of in 
awhile,” Bartlett sighed. “Both 
teams turned the ball over, and 
both teams were really aggres-
sive defensively. It was a battle 
the whole way, and the really 
frustrating thing is that we were 
leading at the end of each quarter 
until the one that mattered.”

Knowing the less-than-
polished style of play that 
Torrington prefers, Bartlett and 
his squad had talked all week 
about two things that would be 
very important going into the 
game.

“We really needed to 
be tough with the basketball 
and make sure we rebounded 
well. Unfortunately, we didn’t 
do either of those things,” he 
admitted. “We check-pointed it 
at the end of the first quarter and 
at half time, and the girls knew 
they weren’t doing those things, 
but we were still winning. We 
just needed to fix the things 
we knew we needed to going 
into the game, but we never 
addressed it and you could see 
it in the second half again that 
turnovers and missed rebounds 

got to us. When you let that team 
play that style, and let them get 
into your head where you’re not 
very tough when you get in to 
that pressure situation, it’s going 
to cause you issues.”

A 19-point fourth quarter 
offensive frenzy by the Lady 
Blazers put them in the lead 
to close out the game, which 
dropped Newcastle’s overall 
record to 3-5 and gave them an 
0-1 conference record.

“It’s been the message the 
entire year that, other than the 
Belle game, we’ve had leads in 
the second half,” Bartlett began. 
“In four of our five losses, we’ve 
had leads in the second half. 
That tells us we have to do a 
better job of finishing. We have 
to close out teams. We have to 
get stops when we need them, 
and scores when we need them, 
we have to be tough in those 
pressure situations, so that’s the 
message we’re going to talk 
about going forward.”

Ehlers led her team with a 
double-double of 22 points and 
10 rebounds. Spain followed 
with 10 points, Rachel Henkle 
with eight, Voelker with four 
and Umphlett and Sarah Henkle 

rounded out the scoring with 
two points each.

This week is a tough one for 
the Lady Dogies. as they travel 
to Buffalo on Friday to take on 
the Lady Bison and then host the 
Lady Bulldogs of Wheatland on 
Saturday.

Ladies from page 9 .............................................................................................

CONTEMPORARY AUTHORS

ACROSS
1. Hang around for
6. Is no longer
9. *”____ Come Undone” by 
Wally Lamb
13. Food from heaven
14. Not square
15. Annoy a bedfellow
16. Mountaineer’s tool
17. Anger
18. Length of a forearm
19. *Author of best-selling book 
series ever
21. *”The Amazing Adventures 
of Kavalier & Clay” Pulitzer-
winning author
23. Mele Kalikimaka wreath
24. ____-friendly
25. Stout relative
28. Small town or hamlet
30. *Many of his novels were 
made into romantic drama mov-
ies
35. Long John Silver’s walk
37. Designer Hugo
39. A way to sell tickets
40. “Ali ____ and the 40 
Thieves”
41. Community spirit
43. Hip bones
44. Euphoric way to walk
46. Oscar De La ____
47. Bad impression
48. Bone filler
50. Locker room supply
52. “Get the picture?”
53. Conclusion starter
55. Sigma Alpha Epsilon
57. *Speculative fiction Booker 
Prize winner
60. *”One Hundred Years of 
Solitude” Nobel Prize-winning 
author
64. One of “12 Angry Men,” e.g.
65. Placeholder surname
67. Prevention measure?
68. Black and white cookies
69. Opposite of WSW
70. Like a gymnast
71. Gamecock’s spur
72. Expose to moisture
73. Leopard marks
DOWN
1. Gulf V.I.P.
2. TV’s “Fixer Upper” location
3. All over again
4. Completely
5. What airplane did after land-
ing
6. Patriot, a.k.a. American ____
7. “____” Jordan
8. Four-eyes’ gear
9. Give the cold shoulder
10. Great Depression drifter
11. Sportscaster Andrews
12. Group of something
15. Escarpments, for short
20. She was turned into 
Weeping Rock, Greek mythol-
ogy
22. “For ____ a jolly...”
24. Final results
25. *Sports columnist turned 
inspiration novel writer
26. Tarzan’s swing
27. Bar
29. *”American Pastoral” 
Pulitzer-winning author
31. Battery fluid
32. Pneumonia symptom, pl.
33. *”Orphan Train” by Christina 
Baker ____
34. Great deal
36. Lucy and Ricky, e.g.
38. Miso bean
42. Pico de gallo, e.g.

45. Rotating parts
49. One of the five W’s
51. Wassailing compositions
54. Bovine milk dispenser
56. Outfit
57. Mystique
58. Not kosher
59. Kennel sound

60. Swim or track contest
61. “Do ____ others as you 
would do...”
62. Genuine
63. Last letter, pl.
64. Run for exercise
66. *Ken Kesey’s “____ Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”

Fun and Games

Last week’s answers

“The man who stops 
advertising to save money 
is like the man who stops 
the clock to save time.”

– Henry Ford

— Invest in your business —

14 W. Main Street • 746-2777 2208 W. Main Street • 746-4433

Dogies roll over Lusk
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NEWCASTLE CITY COUNCIL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

MINUTES
TUESdAY, jANUARY 3, 2017

Roger Hespe called the regular meet-
ing of the Newcastle City Council to order at 
7:00 p.m.  In attendance were: Mayor-elect 
Debra Piana, Council member-elect Michael 
Alexander, Council members Roger Hespe, 
Don Steveson, Steve Ladwig, and Kara 
Sweet. Councilman Todd Quigley was absent.                                     
Also present were Department Heads City Police 
Chief Jim Owens, City Attorney Jim Peck, City 
Engineers Bob Hartley and Mike Moore, and City 
Clerk/Treasurer Greg James.

SWEARING IN:  City Clerk/Treasurer Greg 
James administered the Oath of Office to Mayor-
elect Debra Piana, newly elected Council mem-
ber Michael Alexander, and re-elected Council 
members Roger Hespe, and Kara Sweet.

APPOINTMENT OF MUNICIPAL JUDGE: 
Mayor Debra Piana appointed R. Douglas 
Dumbrill as the Municipal Judge for the City 
of Newcastle for the calendar year 2017.  Kara 
Sweet moved, seconded Steve Ladwig to ratify 
this appointment. MOTION CARRIEd.

APPOINTMENT OF STANDING 
COMMITTEES: Mayor Piana read the list of 
Standing Committees, and  appointed the 
Standing Committees for the City of Newcastle 
for the calendar year 2017 as presently con-
stituted.  Roger Hespe moved, seconded Don 
Steveson to ratify the appointments.  MOTION 
CARRIEd.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Roger Hespe 
moved, seconded Don Steveson to approve 
the agenda as amended, adding an Executive 
Session reference personnel and legal matters, 
attorney/client privilege.  MOTION CARRIEd.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Don Steveson 
moved, seconded Steve Ladwig to approve 
the minutes of the regular meeting Monday, 
December 19, 2016 and the Executive Session 
minutes Monday, December 19, 2016 as present-
ed.  MOTION CARRIEd. 

NOMINATIONS FOR RECOGNITION: Jess 
Graham, Meadowlark Dance Academy for host-
ing New Year’s Eve lock-in activity for middle 
school girls.

CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION: Mayor 
Piana presented a certificate to Jack and Ann 
Hanson for the decorations at their rental prop-
erty.

CITIZEN’S BUSINESS IN WRITING: 1. 
Plumbing license renewal for 2017.  Renken 
Plumbing, LLC; Master Plumber Bryan Renken.  
All fees paid and proof of insurance and bond 
provided.  Kara Sweet moved, seconded Steve 
Ladwig to approve the license as presented.  
MOTION CARRIEd.

CITIZEN’S BUSINESS VERBAL: Dan 
Keierleber, President of the Weston County 
Sportsman’s Club.  He presented information 
regarding the Club’s positive impact and influ-
ence on the community and encourage the City 
Council to reach an agreement with Mr. Clay 
Andersen about City access to the orange water 
tank so the Club could have continued access to 
the skeet/trap portion of the range.

MAYOR/COUNCIL REPORTS: None
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 
• City Attorney Jim Peck reported briefly 

Newcastle City Council Minutes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

on the Police Committee meeting concerning 
liquor license issues with Isabella’s/Miners on 
Main Street Bar & Grill..  Mr. Peck presented 
for consideration Resolution #1, Series 2017. 
Heading reads; RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 
ISABELLA’S, LLC, HOLDER OF NEWCASTLE 
BAR & GRILL LIQUOR LICENSE NO. 1, TO 
PERMIT PERSONS UNDER AGE TWENTY-
ONE (21) YEARS OF AGE TO BE IN LICENSED 
ROOM FOR DINING SUBJECT TO TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS. The main provision was to allow 
this until 9:00 p.m. and no person under age 
twenty-one (21) would be permitted to stand, sit 
or loiter within 3 feet (36 inches) from any part 
of the bar.  Kara Sweet moved, seconded Steve 
Ladwig, to pass Resolution #1, Series 2017.  
MOTION CARRIEd.  Mr. Peck then reported 
there has been no communication with Charter 
Cable regarding the franchise agreement and 
commented on a Wyoming Supreme Court deci-
sion about open meetings.

• City Clerk/Treasurer Greg James noted for 
the Council the next regular City Council meet-
ing will be Tuesday, January 17, 2017.  He also 
reported the WAM executive Director, Shelley 
Simonton had resigned and Rick Kaysen, for-
mer Mayor of Cheyenne has been appointed 
interim Executive Director.  Mr. James reminded 
the Council about the WAM winter workshop in 
Cheyenne next week and there was a report from 
the State of Wyoming on the Cost of Maintaining 
City Government in Wyoming available for review.

• City Engineer Mike Moore reported on snow 
removal, the on-going water projects and the 
status of the new water well drilling. City Engineer 
Bob Hartley thanked the City Council for the 
opportunity to serve for the past 18 years, as this 
is his last Council meeting.

• City Police Chief Jim Owens reported on 
the calls for service and noted the holidays were 
quiet. Chief Owens reported all materials sto-
len from the police vehicle had been recovered 
except for the body armor.  He also presented a 
written report on the department statistics for the 
year 2016.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: None
NEW BUSINESS: None
Roger Hespe moved, seconded Don Steveson 

to suspend the rules and go into Executive 
Session at 7:55 p.m. reference personnel and 
attorney/client privileged legal matters. MOTION 
CARRIEd.  Kara sweet moved, seconded Roger 
Hespe to return to regular session at 9:03 p.m.  
MOTION CARRIEd.  No action was taken out of 
the Executive Session.  

CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY: Don Steveson 
moved, seconded Steve Ladwig to pay the claims 
against the City dated January 3, 2016.  MOTION 
CARRIEd.

ADJOURMENT:  Roger Hespe moved, sec-
onded Steve Ladwig to adjourn the regular meet-
ing of the Newcastle City Council at 9:04 p.m.

CLAIMS: Alpha Communications, tower 
rent, $95.00; Ameri-Tech, garbage truck parts, 
$1271.41; Black Hills Energy, electric service and 
natural gas, $10,245.82; Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Wyoming, medical insurance, $35,234.09; 
Bullseye Promotions, LLC, plaques, $85.00; 
Cambria Supply, parts and supplies, $422.28; 
Century Link, phone/internet-PD, $961.98; City 
of Newcastle, WA/SW/GA service, $522.43; 
Danny Orsborn, water deposit refund, $156.91; 

Dereks, Field Service, FOCUS, Family Violence 
Center, 2nd quarter payment, $1625.00; 
Jerry Koester, water deposit refund, $198.65; 
Jessica Russell, water deposit refund, $75.26; 
Ketel Thorstensen, LLP, audit progress billing, 
$2000.00; Mastercard, travel, supplies, uniforms, 
PD and Engineer, $3821.11; Mike Yuronich 
Construction, repair at landfill, $1002.00; National 
Emergency Number Assoc., dues renewal, 
$50.00; Newcastle Ambulance Service, Jan. 
2017 ambulance service, $8333.33; Newcastle 
Area Chamber of Commerce, 2nd quarter pay-
ment, $3250.00; Newcastle recreation Board, 
2nd quarter payment, $9500.00; Northern 
Wyoming Mental Health, 2nd quarter pay-
ment, $1625.00; Office Shop Inc., copy charge, 
City office, $65.03; James M. Peck, January 
2107 retainer, $2800.00; Postmaster, stamps 
and bulk mail, $1249.20; Projex, email work, 
City shop, $147.94; Ron Bunnell, water deposit 
refund, $69.41; RT Communications, phone ser-
vice, $1554.52; Secretary of State, notary fee, 
$30.00; Bryand Streeter, January 2017 airport 
wages, $1158.75; Top Office Products, Inc., PD 
copy charge, $78.26; Becky Vodopich, City hall 
cleaning, $360.50; Weston County Childern’s 
Center, 2nd quarter payment, $2250.00; 
Weston Count Health Services, 2nd quarter 
payment, $1375.00; Weston County Treasurer, 
utilities, law enf. Center, $1044.47; Weston 
County Natural resource District, hazard waste 

day 2016, $2000.00; Weston County Humane 
Society, 2nd quarter payment, $4250.00; Weston 
County School District #1, rec director payment, 
$2393.48; Weston County Senior Services, 2nd 
quarter payment, $7500.00; Wyoming Peace 
Officers assoc., membership, $140.00; Wyoming 
Automotive, parts and supplies, $1596.56.

Deb Piana, Mayor
ATTEST: 
City Clerk/Treasurer, Gregory H James                                                                          
                                                                           
(Publish January 12, 2017)

dEpARTMENT Of ENvIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY, dIvISION Of AIR QUALITY 

pUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with Chapter 6, Section 2(m) 

of the Wyoming Air Quality Standards and 
Regulations, notice is hereby given that the 
State of Wyoming, Department of Environmental 
Quality, Division of Air Quality, proposes to 
approve a request by Breitburn Operating, LP to 
conduct well completion and re-completion activi-
ties in the Statewide, Upper Green River Basin 
and Jonah/Pinedale Anticline Development Areas 
in Wyoming.  The proposed permit includes 
requirements to conduct well completions or re-
completions using best management practices to 
reduce emissions of regulated pollutants associ-
ated with such activities to the extent practicable 
and to monitor, maintain records and report 
emissions from the completions or re-completion 
activities.

For the duration of the public comment peri-
od, copies of the permit application, the agency’s 
analysis, and the public notice are available for 
public inspection online at http://deq.wyoming.
gov/aqd/new-source-review/resources/applica-
tions-on-notice/ and at the Albany County Clerk’s 
Office, Laramie, Wyoming; Big Horn County 
Clerk’s Office, Basin, Wyoming;  Campbell 
County Clerk’s Office, Gillette, Wyoming; Carbon 
County Clerk’s Office, Rawlins, Wyoming; 
Converse County Clerk’s Office, Douglas, 
Wyoming; Crook County Clerk’s Office, 
Sundance, Wyoming; Fremont County Clerk’s 
Office, Lander, Wyoming; Goshen County Clerk’s 
Office, Torrington, Wyoming; Hot Springs County 
Clerk’s Office, Thermopolis, Wyoming; Johnson 
County Clerk’s Office, Buffalo, Wyoming; Laramie 
County Clerk’s Office, Cheyenne, Wyoming; 
Lincoln County Clerk’s Office, Kemmerer, 
Wyoming; Natrona County Clerk’s Office, Casper, 
Wyoming; Niobrara County Clerk’s Office, 
Lusk, Wyoming; Park County Clerk’s Office, 
Cody, Wyoming; Platte County Clerk’s Office, 
Wheatland, Wyoming; Sheridan County Clerk’s 
Office, Sheridan Wyoming; Sublette County 
Clerk’s Office, Pinedale, Wyoming; Sweetwater 
County Clerk’s Office, Green River, Wyoming; 
Teton County Clerk’s Office, Jackson, Wyoming; 
Uinta County Clerk’s Office, Evanston, Wyoming; 
Washakie County Clerk’s Office, Worland, 
Wyoming; Weston County Clerk’s Office, 
Newcastle, Wyoming.  In accordance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, special assis-
tance or alternate formats will be made available 
upon request for individuals with disabilities.

Written comments may be directed to Nancy 
Vehr, Administrator, Division of Air Quality, 
Department of Environmental Quality, 200 West 
17th St., Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002 or by fax 
(307) 635-1784.  Please reference A0003777 in 
your comment.  Comments submitted by email 
will not be included in the administrative record.  
All comments received by 5:00 p.m., Monday, 
February 13, 2017  will be considered in the final 
determination on this application.  A public hear-
ing will be conducted only if in the opinion of the 
administrator sufficient interest is generated or if 
an aggrieved party so requests.

(Publish January 12, 2017)
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dEpARTMENT Of ENvIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY, dIvISION Of AIR QUALITY 

pUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with Chapter 6, Section 2(m) 

of the Wyoming Air Quality Standards and 
Regulations, notice is hereby given that the 
State of Wyoming, Department of Environmental 
Quality, Division of Air Quality, proposes to 
approve a request by EOG Resources, Inc. to 
conduct well completion and re-completion activi-
ties in the Statewide, Upper Green River Basin 
and Jonah/Pinedale Anticline Development Areas 
in Wyoming.  The proposed permit includes 
requirements to conduct well completions or re-
completions using best management practices to 
reduce emissions of regulated pollutants associ-
ated with such activities to the extent practicable 
and to monitor, maintain records and report 
emissions from the completions or re-completion 
activities.

For the duration of the public comment peri-
od, copies of the permit application, the agency’s 
analysis, and the public notice are available for 
public inspection online at http://deq.wyoming.
gov/aqd/new-source-review/resources/applica-
tions-on-notice/ and at the Albany County Clerk’s 
Office, Laramie, Wyoming; Big Horn County 
Clerk’s Office, Basin, Wyoming;  Campbell 
County Clerk’s Office, Gillette, Wyoming; Carbon 
County Clerk’s Office, Rawlins, Wyoming; 
Converse County Clerk’s Office, Douglas, 
Wyoming; Crook County Clerk’s Office, 
Sundance, Wyoming; Fremont County Clerk’s 
Office, Lander, Wyoming; Goshen County Clerk’s 
Office, Torrington, Wyoming; Hot Springs County 
Clerk’s Office, Thermopolis, Wyoming; Johnson 
County Clerk’s Office, Buffalo, Wyoming; Laramie 
County Clerk’s Office, Cheyenne, Wyoming; 
Lincoln County Clerk’s Office, Kemmerer, 
Wyoming; Natrona County Clerk’s Office, Casper, 
Wyoming; Niobrara County Clerk’s Office, 
Lusk, Wyoming; Park County Clerk’s Office, 
Cody, Wyoming; Platte County Clerk’s Office, 
Wheatland, Wyoming; Sheridan County Clerk’s 
Office, Sheridan Wyoming; Sublette County 
Clerk’s Office, Pinedale, Wyoming; Sweetwater 
County Clerk’s Office, Green River, Wyoming; 
Teton County Clerk’s Office, Jackson, Wyoming; 
Uinta County Clerk’s Office, Evanston, Wyoming; 
Washakie County Clerk’s Office, Worland, 
Wyoming; Weston County Clerk’s Office, 
Newcastle, Wyoming.  In accordance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, special assis-
tance or alternate formats will be made available 
upon request for individuals with disabilities.

Written comments may be directed to Nancy 
Vehr, Administrator, Division of Air Quality, 
Department of Environmental Quality, 200 West 
17th St., Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002 or by fax 
(307) 635-1784.  Please reference A0003738 in 
your comment.  Comments submitted by email 
will not be included in the administrative record.  
All comments received by 5:00 p.m., Monday, 
February 13, 2017 will be considered in the final 
determination on this application.  A public hear-
ing will be conducted only if in the opinion of the 
administrator sufficient interest is generated or if 
an aggrieved party so requests.

(Publish January 12, 2017)
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STATE Of WYOMING
IN THE dISTRICT COURT

COUNTY Of WESTON
SIXTH jUdICIAL dISTRICT

   
IN THE MATTER Of THE ESTATE Of
RUBY LEE ELLIOTT
dECEASEd.
pROBATE NO. pR-8078

NOTICE Of AppLICATION
TO ALL pERSONS INTERESTEd IN SAId 
ESTATE:

You are hereby notified that on the 13th day 
of December, 2016 an Application for a Decree 
of Summary Distribution of Property was filed in 
the above named court by the son of the sole 
distributee of said decedent.  That there will be 
no administration of said estate and petitioner 
seeks to enter a decree of summary distribution 
of property.  If no objection to the Application has 
been filed within thirty (30) days of the first date 
of publication. said decree shall be presented to 
the Court on February 21, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. or as 
soon thereafter as the matter may be heard.

  
RON ELLIOTT, Petitioner
By: HARRY B. DURHAM, III, 
Wyo Bar No. 5-1278
Brown, Drew, Massey & Durham, LLP
159 North Wolcott, Suite 200
Casper, Wyoming 82601
(307) 234-1000
His Attorneys

(Publish January 12 and 19, 2017)
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STATE Of WYOMING
IN THE dISTRICT COURT

COUNTY Of WESTON
SIXTH jUdICIAL dISTRICT

   
IN THE MATTER Of THE ESTATE Of
dON ELLIOTT ALSO KNOWN AS RALpH dON 
ELLIOTT ANd RALpH d. ELLIOTT
dECEASEd.
pROBATE NO. pR-8079

NOTICE Of AppLICATION
TO ALL pERSONS INTERESTEd IN SAId 
ESTATE:

You are hereby notified that on the 13th day 
of December, 2016 an Application for a Decree of 
Summary Distribution of Property was filed in the 
above named court by a distributee of said dece-
dent.  That there will be no administration of said 
estate and petitioner seeks to enter a decree of 
summary distribution of property.  If no objection 
to the Application has been filed within thirty (30) 
days of the first date of publication. said decree 
shall be presented to the Court on February 21, 
2017 at 9:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as the 
matter may be heard.

  
RON ELLIOTT, Petitioner
By: HARRY B. DURHAM, III, 
Wyo Bar No. 5-1278
Brown, Drew, Massey & Durham, LLP
159 North Wolcott, Suite 200
Casper, Wyoming 82601
(307) 234-1000
His Attorneys

(Publish January 12 and 19, 2017)
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pUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to the Wyoming Administrative 
Procedure Act and the Wyoming Public Service 
Commission’s (Commission) Rules, notice is 
hereby given that a public hearing has been 
scheduled regarding the Application of Powder 
River Energy Corporation (PRECorp or the 
Cooperative) requesting authority to increase 
its Cost of Power Adjustment (COPA) by 
$18,393,590 pursuant to Commission Rule 
Chapter 3, Section 26.  The public hearing is 
set to commence on Tuesday, January 31, 2017, 
at 9:00 a.m., in the Commission’s hearing room 
located at 2515 Warren Avenue, Suite 300, in 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

PRECorp is a non-profit cooperative public 
utility, as defined in Wyo. Stat. § 37-1-101(a)(vi)
(C), subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction pur-
suant to Wyo. Stat. § 37-2-112.

On July 13, 2016, PRECorp submitted an 
Application, together with exhibits and revised 
tariff sheets, requesting authority to increase 
its Cost of Power Adjustment (COPA) by 
$18,393,590 pursuant to Commission Rule 
Chapter 3, Section 26, and in accordance with 
the COPA procedures set forth in the Billing 
Adjustments Section of the Cooperative’s tariff, 
which beings at Wyoming PSC No. 7, 1st Revised 
Sheet No. 34.  The Application is in response to 
an increase in Class A wholesale power costs 
PRECorp has received from Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative, which became effective on August 
1, 2016.

The COPA is a mechanism by which the 
Cooperative recovers and/or returns changes in 
wholesale power cost relative to the amount of 
power cost embedded in base retail rates.  The 
proposed COPA factors in this application reflect 
the projected cost of power for August 2016 
through December 2017 using projected billing 
units for the period and the applicable wholesale 
rates effective August 1, 2016.  The proposed 
COPA factors also reflect the reconciliation of the 
COPA revenue for the months of October 2015 
through May 2016 and the accrual of interest on 
any over-recovered balances during the true-up 
period.  PRECorp’s proposed COPA adjustment 
increases its total revenues to align with the pro-
jected increase in its wholesale power costs.

All interested persons are encouraged to 
attend the public hearing which will be conducted 
in accordance with the Wyoming Administrative 
Procedure Act and the Wyoming Public Service 
Commission Rules and Special Regulations.  
Interested persons may appear and be heard, 
either in person or through counsel, as provided 
by Commission rule. 

The Commission’s hearings are open to all 
persons.  If you wish to attend the hearing and 
you require reasonable accommodation for a dis-
ability, please contact the Commission at (307) 
777-7427 (Voice or TTY) in Cheyenne during 
regular business hours or write them at 2515 
Warren Avenue, Suite 300, Cheyenne, Wyoming 
82002, to make arrangements.  Communications 
impaired persons may also contact the 
Commission by accessing Wyoming Relay (TTY) 
by dialing 711.  Please mention Docket No. 
10014-172-CP-16 in your correspondence.  If you 
wish to listen to the hearing scheduled in this 
matter go to http://psc.wy.us at the appropriate 
time and follow the instructions to connect to the 
hearing.

Dated:  January 4, 2017.

(Publish January 12 and 19, 2017)
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STATE Of WYOMING
IN THE dISTRICT COURT

COUNTY Of WESTON
SIXTH jUdICIAL dISTRICT

   
IN THE MATTER Of THE ESTATE Of
SYLvIA L. WATSON,
dECEASEd.
pROBATE NO. pR-8062

NOTICE Of pROBATE Of WILL
TO ALL pERSONS INTERESTEd IN SAId 
ESTATE:

You are hereby notified that on the 18th day 
of October, 2016, the Last Will and Testament of 
SYLVIA L. WATSON was admitted to probate by 
the above-named Court, and that CATHERINE 
ZARO was appointed Personal Representative 
thereof.  Any action to set aside said Will must 
be filed in said Court within three (3) months from 
the date of the first publication of this notice, or 
thereafter be forever barred.

Notice is further given that all persons 
indebted to said Decedent or to said Estate are 
requested to make immediate payment to the 
attorney for the Estate at 159 North Wolcott, 
Suite 400, Casper, Wyoming 82601.

Creditors having claims against said 
Decedent or the Estate are required to file them 
with the necessary vouchers, in the office of the 
Clerk of the District Court of said Court, on or 
before three (3) months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice, and if such claims are 
not so filed, unless otherwise allowed or paid, 
they will be forever barred.

DATED this 3 day of January, 2017.
  
Ryan Schwartz
Attorney for the Estate/Personal 
Representative
WILLIAMS, PORTER, DAY & NEVILLE, P.C.
P.O. Box 10700
159 No. Wolcott, Suite 400
Casper, Wyoming 82602
(307)-265-0700
ATTORNEYS FOR THE ESTATE
OF SYLVIA L. WATSON

(Publish January 12, 19 and 26, 2017)
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Deadline for Legals is 
noon on Friday
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NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

WHEREAS, default in the payment of prin-
cipal and interest has occurred under the terms 
of a promissory note and mortgage dated 
December 17, 2010 executed and delivered 
by Jesse W. Stockler, as Mortgagor, in favor 
of Premier Home Mortgage, Inc., recorded 
December 20, 2010 as Rec. No. 724162, Book 
325, Page 790, in the public records in the office 
of the county clerk of Weston County, Wyoming; 
as assigned to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. (MERS), recorded December 20, 
2010 as Rec. No. 724163, Book 325, Page 803, 
in the public records in the office of the county 
clerk of Weston County, Wyoming; as assigned 
to JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association, 
recorded June 7, 2012 as Rec. No. 736003, Book 
337, Page 443, in the public records in the office 
of the county clerk of Weston County, Wyoming. 
The premises that are described in the Mortgage 
are as follows:

Lot Three (3) and the West forty five feet (W 
45’) of Lot Four (4), Block Seventeen (17), 1st 
Enlargement to Neiman Addition, Upton, Weston 
County, Wyoming according to the recorded plat 
thereof, together with improvements and appur-
tenances;

with an address of 1106 4th Avenue, Upton, 
WY 82730.

JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., has served 
a written Notice of Intent to Foreclose the 
Mortgage by Advertisement and Sale pursuant 
to the terms of the Mortgage to the record owner 
or party in possession in accordance with the 
statute ten (10) days prior to the first publication 
of the sale.

The amount due and owing on the date of the 
first publication is $114,165.74 which includes the 
unpaid principal and accrued but unpaid interest. 
Interest continues to accrue on the unpaid bal-
ance at the rate of $13.74 per day.

The property being foreclosed upon may be 
subject to other liens and encumbrances that will 
not be extinguished at the sale and any prospec-
tive purchaser should research the status of title 
before submitting a bid.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to 
W.S.§ 34-3-101 et seq., (1977 Republished 
Edition) that the above described property will 
be at public venue sold by the Sheriff of Weston 
County, to the highest bidder at the hour of 10:00 
o’clock A.M. on the 21st day of February, 2017, 
on the courthouse steps of Weston County.

DATED this 30th day of December, 2016.

BY: Bruce S. Asay
Associated Legal Group, LLC
1812 Pebrican Avenue
Cheyenne, WY 82001
(307) 632-2888
Attorney for JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 
Association

(Publish January 12, 19, 26, and February 2, 
2017)
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FORECLOSURE SALE NOTICE

WHEREAS, default in the payment of princi-
pal and interest has occurred under the terms of 
a promissory note (the “Note”) dated 3/26/2012 
executed and delivered by Clint J. Louderback,  
(“Mortgagor”) to Wells Fargo Bank, NA and a 
real estate mortgage (the “Mortgage”) of the 
same date securing the Note, which Mortgage 
was executed and delivered by said Mortgagors, 
to  Wells Fargo Bank, NA, and which Mortgage 
was recorded on 04/09/2012, as Reception No. 
734479, Book 336 Page 0272 in the records 
of the office of the County Clerk and ex-officio 
Register of Deeds in and for Weston County, 
State of Wyoming; and 

WHEREAS, the Mortgage contains a power 
of sale which by reason of said default, the 
Mortgagee declares to have become operative, 
and no suit or proceeding has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt secured by the Mortgage, 
or any part there-of, nor has any such suit or 
proceeding been instituted and the same discon-
tinued; and

WHEREAS, written notice of intent to fore-
close the Mortgage by advertisement and sale 
has been served upon the record owner and the 
party in possession of the mortgaged premises 
at least ten (10) days prior to the commencement 
of this publication, and the amount due upon the 
Mortgage on the date of first publication of this 
notice of sale being the total sum of $180,546.97 
which sum consists of the unpaid principal bal-
ance of $175,317.77 plus Interest accrued to the 
date of the first publication of this notice in the 
amount of $3,853.66 plus attorneys’ fees, costs 
expended, and accruing interest and late charges 
after the date of first publication of this notice of 
sale; 

WHEREAS, the property being foreclosed 
upon may be subject to other liens and encum-
brances that will not be extinguished at the sale. 
Any prospective purchaser should research the 
status of title before submitting a bid;

NOW, THEREFORE Wells Fargo Bank, 
NA, as the Mortgagee, will have the Mortgage 
foreclosed as by law provided by causing the 
mortgaged property to be sold at public venue 
by the Sheriff or Deputy Sheriff in and for 
Weston County, Wyoming to the highest bidder 
for cash at 10:00 AM o’clock in the forenoon on 
02/21/2017 at the Weston County Courthouse 
located at 1 West Main, Newcastle, Wyoming, 
Weston County for application on the above-
described amounts secured by the Mortgage, 
said mortgaged property being described as fol-
lows, to-wit: 

Lot 5A, Replat of Lots 1 and 2, Ogden's 
Reservation, Upton, Weston County, Wyoming 
according to the plat thereof recorded July 22, 
1982 as instrument number 477449.

With an address of: 1110 Kellog St. Upton, 
WY 82730.

Together with all improvements thereon situ-
ate and all fixtures and appurtenances thereto.  

Dated: December 27, 2016.

Brian G. Sayer 
Klatt, Augustine, Sayer,
Treinen & Rastede, P.C.
925 E. 4th St.   
Waterloo, Iowa 50703 
319-234-2530 
319-232-6341

(Publish January 12, 19, 26, and February 2, 
2017)
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Civil problem reported. Found property. Arrest 
Warrant issued. Traffic hazard reported. Traffic 
stop, Written Warning issued. Arrest Warrant 

issued. Protection Order 
Issued. Traffic stop, Written 
Warning issued. Traffic 
stop, Equipment Repair 
Order issued. Traffic stop, 
Written Warning issued. 
Arrest Warrant issued. Arrest 
Warrant issued. Traffic stop, 
Written Warning issued.

January 7
Medical assist. Traffic 

stop, Written Warning 
issued. Traffic stop, Written 
Warning issued. Traffic stop, 
Written Warning issued. 
Report of dogs at large. 
Parking complaint. Traffic 

stop, Written Warning issued. Traffic stop, Citation 
issued. Report of a dog at large. Fire reported. 
Traffic stop, Written Warning issued. Traffic stop, 
Verbal Warning issued. Traffic stop, No action 
reported. Traffic stop, Written Warning issued. 
Assist other agency. Traffic stop, Written Warning 
issued.

January 1, 2017
Assist other agency. Traffic stop Written 

Warning issued. Traffic stop Written Warning 
issued. Traffic stop, Citation issued. 
VIN inspection requested. Report of a 
dog at large.

January 2
Report of a dog at large, 

Impounded. Injured deer reported. 
Report of an injured deer. Motorist 
assist. Harassment complaint. Missing 
dog reported. Medical assist. Traffic 
complaint.

January 3
Abandoned vehicle reported. 

Juvenile complaint. Three VIN 
inspections requested. Missing dog 
reported. Minor accident reported. 
Medical assist. Harassment reported. 
Suspicious activity reported.

January 4
Suspicious activity reported. Traffic stop, 

Verbal Warning issued. Medical assist. No 
Trespass Order requested. Report of a dog at 
large. Suicide attempted. Traffic stop, Written 
Warning issued.

January 5
Minor accident reported. Animal abuse com-

plaint. 911 hang up. Accident reported.
January 6
Domestic problem reported, One arrest. 

Civil standby requested. Traffic hazard reported. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to the Laws of the State of 
Wyoming, W. S. 11-24-114, we hereby give notice 
that a list of unclaimed estray livestock taken up 
by brand inspectors at various locations during 
the past year is posted and is available for exam-
ination in the courthouse of this county.

(Publish January 12, 2017)

Legal Notice .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Clip it.
Clip it good.

14 W. Main • 746-2777

Weather Vane

DATE HI LO Precip 
S-2 15  -10 
M-3  7  -10 
T-4  7     -8 .02
W-5  4  -12 
T-6 13   -6 
F-7 25    0 
S-8 42   15 trace

NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE SALE

WHEREAS, default in the payment of princi-
pal and interest has occurred under the terms of 
a promissory note (the “Note”) dated 11/07/2011 
executed and delivered by Gerald J. Gesinger,  
(“Mortgagor”) to Guild Mortgage Company, a 
California Corporation and a real estate mort-
gage (the “Mortgage”) of the same date secur-
ing the Note, which Mortgage was executed 
and delivered by said Mortgagors, to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for Guild Mortgage Company, a California 
Corporation, and which Mortgage was recorded 
on 11/09/2011, as Reception No. 731214 Book 
332 Page 0835 in the records of the office of the 
County Clerk and ex-officio Register of Deeds in 
and for Weston County, State of Wyoming; and

The property covered by said Mortgage is 
described as follows:

LOT SEVEN (7) IN BLOCK TWO (2), BLACK 
HILLS VIEW ADDITION TO THE CITY OF 
NEWCASTLE, WESTON COUNTY, WYOMING

With an address of : 109 Frontier Ave. 
Newcastle, WY 82701.

WHEREAS, the property being foreclosed 
upon may be subject to other liens and encum-
brances that will not be extinguished at the sale. 
Any prospective purchaser should research the 
status of title before submitting a bid;

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to 
Wyoming Statutes Section 34-4-109(2003) that 
the foreclosure sale scheduled for 10:00 in the 
forenoon on 12/06/2016 at the Weston County 
Courthouse located at 1 West Main, Newcastle, 
Weston County, State of Wyoming, has been 
postponed to 10:00 in the forenoon on 01/17/2017 
at Weston County Courthouse located at 1 
West Main, Newcastle, Weston County, State of 
Wyoming.

Guild Mortgage Company
By: Klatt, Augustine, Sayer,
Treinen & Rastede, P.C.
925 E. 4th St.
Waterloo, IA 50703
(319) 234-2530

(Publish December 8, 15, 22, 29 and January 
5 and 12, 2017)

Foreclosure Notice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

WHEREAS, default in the payment of principal 
and interest has occurred under the terms of a 
promissory note and mortgage dated November 
2, 2009 executed and delivered by Kenneth 
L. Dickey, as Mortgagor, in favor of JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, N.A., recorded November 3, 2009 
as Rec. No. 715597, Book 318, Page 776, in the 
public records in the office of the county clerk of 
Weston County, Wyoming. The premises that are 
described in the Mortgage are as follows:

Northerly portion of Lot 1, Block 22, Original 
Town of Newcastle, Weston County, Wyoming, 
further described as follows:  Commencing at the 
NW corner of Lot 1, Block 22, Original Town of 
Newcastle, which is marked by a 2” pipe with an 
aluminum cap inside of it and the point of begin-
ning; thence S29°42”E along the West boundary 
of Lot 1 for a distance of 94.0 feet to an alumi-
num capped rebar; thence N62°58’E for a dis-
tance of 65.8 feet to an aluminum capped rebar;  
thence N12°04’W for a distance of 101.8 feet to 
an aluminum capped rebar; thence S60°17’W 
along the South side of West Winthrop Street for 
a distance of 96.6 feet to the point of beginning;

with an address of 208 West Winthrop Street, 
Newcastle, WY 82701.

JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., has served 
a written Notice of Intent to Foreclose the 
Mortgage by Advertisement and Sale pursuant 
to the terms of the Mortgage to the record owner 
or party in possession in accordance with the 
statute ten (10) days prior to the first publication 
of the sale.

The amount due and owing on the date of the 
first publication is $141,312.27 which includes the 
unpaid principal and accrued but unpaid interest. 
Interest continues to accrue on the unpaid bal-
ance at the rate of $20.70 per day.

The property being foreclosed upon may be 
subject to other liens and encumbrances that will 
not be extinguished at the sale and any prospec-
tive purchaser should research the status of title 
before submitting a bid.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to 
W.S.§ 34-3-101 et seq., (1977 Republished 
Edition) that the above described property will 
be at public venue sold by the Sheriff of Weston 
County, to the highest bidder at the hour of 10:00 
o’clock A.M. on the 7th day of February, 2017, on 
the courthouse steps of Weston County.

DATED this 6th day of December, 2016.

BY: Bruce S. Asay
Associated Legal Group, LLC
1807 Capitol Ave Suite 203
Cheyenne, WY 82001
(307) 632-2888
Attorney for JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 

Association

(Publish December 22 and 29, 2016 and 
January 5 and 12, 2017)

Foreclosure Notice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

DEPARTMENT OF ENvIRONMENTAL 
QUALITy, DIvISION OF AIR QUALITy 

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with Chapter 6, Section 2(m) 

of the Wyoming Air Quality Standards and 
Regulations, notice is hereby given that the 
State of Wyoming, Department of Environmental 
Quality, Division of Air Quality, proposes 
to approve a request by Wyoming Refining 
Company to modify Tank 13 at the Newcastle 
Refinery, located at 740 West Main in Newcastle, 
in Weston County, Wyoming.  The modification 
will consist of converting Tank 13 to gasoline and 
less volatile hydrocarbon service.

For the duration of the public comment 
period, copies of the permit application, the 
agency’s analysis, and the public notice are 
available for public inspection online at http://deq.
wyoming.gov/aqd/new-source-review/resources/
applications-on-notice/ and at the Weston County 
Clerk’s Office, Newcastle, Wyoming.  In accor-
dance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
special assistance or alternate formats will be 
made available upon request for individuals with 
disabilities.

Written comments may be directed to Nancy 
Vehr, Administrator, Division of Air Quality, 
Department of Environmental Quality, 200 West 
17th St., Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002 or by fax 
(307) 635-1784.  Please reference A0003498 in 
your comment.  Comments submitted by email 
will not be included in the administrative record.  
All comments received by 5:00 p.m., Monday, 
February 13, 2017 will be considered in the final 
determination on this application.  A public hear-
ing will be conducted only if in the opinion of the 
administrator sufficient interest is generated or if 
an aggrieved party so requests.

(Publish January 12, 2017)

Legal Notice .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Find every public notice 
published  in Wyoming. 
They can be viewed at

www.wyopublicnotices.com



Wesco 
Gas

Locally Owned
Propane Bulk Delivery

Home • Ranch • Oilfield

Wesco Gas • P.O. Box 760
Newcastle WY 82701

307-746-4405

WHITE CONSTRUCTION
Upton, Wyoming

307-468-2702

Visit us online at
http://whiteconstruction.biz

Residential
Commercial

New and Remodel
Concrete

Culligan 
Water Conditioning

Richard D. Olstad

715 Jensen Hwy., P.O. Box 906
Hot Spring, SD 57747

605-745-3196

746-4279

DBM Storage

923 S. Summit

°  5x10  -  $25.00
°  10x20 - $55.00

Donny/Barb Munger
(307) 941-1010 or 

(307) 941-1570

Cleaning
Unlimited

Your Total Commercial
& ResidentialCleaning Service

• Fire & Water Restoration
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

• 24-Hour Service

746-3296
Colleen Donaldson, Owner

Gun Vault, LLC

Buy
Sell

Trade

Gunsmith on Duty Daily

605-662-SHOT (7468)
500 2nd Ave.

Edgemont, SD

Storage 
West

3490 W. Main
941-0913
746-5711

12x24 – 10x20
10x10 – 8x12

David A. Chick
746-9154

Protection Plans
Business
Mortgage
Family

How’s Your Nest Egg Doing?

605-440-0202

Schedule your annual 
Furnace check-up today!

We service all makes 
and models!

Serving the Southern Black Hills Area

39 Years of Certified Sales Experience

Rod Petranek
746-4475 or 866-328-7960
Evening Number 746-9622

41 Years of Certified Sales Experience

Sunrise Storage
10’ x 20’ 

&
10’ x 10’

Storage Units 
Available

Call (307) 746-8815

Wyoming Cabinet 
Company
Complete 

Kitchen& Bath

Affordable Custom 
Construction 

Counter top 
options available

Call today for a 
FREE estimate!

Lance Crawford
(307) 746-3607

BEARLODGE ENGINEERING 
AND SURVEYING

Serving Northeast Wyoming 
Since 1978 

Now serving Weston County 
from our office located at 

216 W. Main Street 
Newcastle, 82701 

Ph: (307) 746-2828

Office hours 8:00 - 12:00
Tuesdays & Thursdays

14 — January 12, 2017 ads@newslj.com

Doell 
Rental

Storage Units in 
several sizes
746-5536
746-5332 Josh Liggett

(307) 746-5165
Newcastle, WY

Electrical 
Contracting

CLT
Flooring and Furnishings

Your One Stop Shop for All Your Home Furnishings!
 Furniture • Mattresses • Carpet • Linoleum • Tile

Ceramic Tile • Hardwood Flooring • Karndean Flooring
Window Treatments • Lamps • Artwork

1600 W. Main • Newcastle • 746-3335
cltflooringandfurnishing.com

Free Estimates • Professional Installation

Just West of  4-Way Stop at  US Hwys 85 & 16

• T-Shirts • Souvenirs • Gifts
• 3 Sizes of Storage Units

1226 Washington 
Newcastle WY

Leighton’s Garage
Thomas Leighton - Head Mechanic
720 Winfield Street, Newcastle, WY

307-746-9338 or On call # 307-629-0200

Open
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday - On Call
Sunday - Closed

Lou’s Services

If it’s broke
we can fix it

Trailer Repair
Aluminum Welding

Louis Doell, owner

746-5332

1121 S. Summit
Newcastle, WY 82701

(307) 746-4494

Wayne’s 
Heating 
Service

(307) 746-5618
(307) 746-5637

For all your 
residential heating & 

air conditioning needs

Wayne Anderson

Licensed, Insured and Bonded

Gillette Full-Service Decorating Service
Phone: 307-686-5110

Fax: 307-686-7791
Toll-free: 877-686-5110

200 W. 2nd St.
Gillette WY 82716

twoguys@2guysdeco.com
2guysdeco.com

STARDUST HOMES
Your Local Dealer for Heckaman Homes

Singles and Doublewides built to HUD standards. Modular built to IRC/
UBC code. Same as a Stick Built. Homes now available with attached 
garages! Available for your foundation within 5 weeks of order date!

11 Meadowview Lane • Newcastle • 746-4947 / 941-9998

Mark’s
BarBer
& style shop

Old SchOOl BarBer ShOp

114 W. Hudson St.
Spearfish, SD 57783

(605) 642-8603

Great Haircuts & 
Great Prices

Expert at Long 
& Short

38 years 
Experience

Newcastle
cell: 307-746-8021

office: 307-746-2276
zach rohde

dot & osha cert.,
locating cert., safeland 

811

1st call locates, llc

utility locating, 
hydrovac, mapping

email: zachary.rohde@
1stcalll-locates.com

Not FDIC Insured. Not Guaranteed by the Bank. Not Insured
by Any Federal Government Agency. May Go Down in Value. Not a Deposit

Joanna Akers, Agent
Brenda Kirsch, Agent 

24 N Sumner  .  307-746-3503  .  joannaa@burnsia.com
P.O. Box 910  .  brendak@burnsia.com

Newcastle, WY 82701.  www.fsbnewcastle.com

Custom Construction 
and Remodeling

Your local post frame, steel 
roof and concrete builder

 

JackMaster
Craig Wiggins

Total Construction
746-3521

Max Wilen, CPA CGMA

Family Income Tax 
with a

financial twist

icfosolution.com
307-622-9330

simple   vital   refreshing

Master Plumber Brian Olson
307-746-2273 or 307-941-0372

Plumbing   •   Heating   •   Cooling

This one is for the 

Firemen

John’s Electric

emodeling  &     epairr r

Custom Remodeling

Tile • Drywall • Texture
 Showers & Baths 

Replacement Windows 
Interior & Exterior Paint

Kitchen Remodeling 
Flooring • Pole Barns

Flint & Katie
(307) 629-1784

Rebel
  Renovations



Card of Thanks
A note of thanks and 
appreciation to all 
the good people and 
organizations who 
helped me through 
Christmas at the hos-
pital. May God Bless 
you all.

Annabelle Hamiltion

Help Wanted
Sharon's Home Health 
is looking for an RN 
office nurse and RN 
field nurse. For more 
information call (307) 
756-3344.  50-7tc

Business Space 
for Rent

Business space for 
rent, 300 sq. ft. with 
Main Street display 
window. Located at 
Something Healthy, 
119 W. Main, (307) 
746-9170.

For Rent
2 bdrm, 1 bath. $500/
mo. Call (307) 746-
2273.   48-tfn

Furnished apartments 
for rent. 4 bdrm house 
on 3 acres for rent or 
sale. Call (307) 941-
0229.   50-tfn

For Rent
1 bdrm, for senior cit-
izen. Carpeting and 
appliances included. 
Laundry facility in com-
munity building, hand-
icapped/wheelchair 
accessible, roll in show-
er. Must meet eligibil-
ity requirements. 336 
Roundup Ave., New-
castle, WY 82701. Call 
(307) 746-9749 for an 
application, leave mes-
sage with your name 
and address.

2 bdrm & 1 bdrm, 
apartments and 3 
bdrm, 1 bath mobile 
home for rent. For in-
formation, pricing and 
pictures go to york-
streetapartments.managebuild-
ing.com or call 307-629-
0909.

2 & 3 Bdrm hous-
es available now. 
Call (307) 941-0913  
or (307) 746-5711. 

For rent or sale: 3 
bdrm, 1.5 bath, house. 
2 attached garages, 
good location, avail-
able 2/1/17. Call 
(307) 941-9998 for 
more information.

For Rent
4 bdrm, 2 bath, 2 car 
garage, remodeled 
kitchen, den with wood 
stove. 3 miles east of 
Newcastle on 5 acres, 
$1,000 per month. 
Call (307) 746-3688 
M-F, 8am-5pm ask for 
Brandon Franklin.

Business for Sale
Wa t e r/ Wa s t e w a -
ter Contract Opera-
tions business. Be your 
own boss. Make your 
own hours. Work for 
small water & sewer 
systems. Business in-
cludes truck, tools, 
equipment, training, 
back-up support two 
years and consulting 
included. If interested 
please call Greg at 
307-746-8057.

Snow Removal
Affordable snow re-
moval. Sidewalks, 
driveways and park-
ing lots. Call (307) 
941-0193.

For all your snow re-
moval needs contact 
Zach with 1st Call Lo-
cates, LLC (307) 746-
8021. 02-3tp

Tree Trimming
Affordable tree trim-
ming and removal with 
free estimates. Ask 
about customized lum-
ber from your removed 
trees. Call Jason Dean 
at (307) 941-0193.

For Sale
Onan Gen Set diesel 
revolving field, 4-pole, 
brushless generator. 
Very well maintained. 
350 hours. 1800 RPM. 
$5,000 OBO. Can be 
seen at Weston Coun-
ty Health Services. Call 
Ron Wiladson at 746-
3719.

Wise Guys 
Tree Service

Reasonable prices, ref-
erences, free estimates. 
Snow removal for side-
walks driveways, park-
ing areas ect.. Just ask. 
We might do it. Call Jes-
sie at (307) 941-1426 
or (307) 746-3328.    
46-12tp

Services Offered
Public Fax, Copier and 
Notary Services at the 
News Letter Journal, 
14 West Main, (307) 
746-2777.

Cliff's Tree
Service

Corrective pruning, 
dead wooding, bal-
ancing, soil compac-
tion, fertilization. Sr. 
Citizen discount, fully 
insured, ISA member. 
Call (307) 941-1804. 
Show us our competi-
tion's bid and we will 
match it or beat it, if 
possible. Will barter.

Wy-Cans
(The Wyoming 
Press does not en-
dorse and has not 
verified the legiti-
macy of these ad-
vertisers)

Adoption
ADOPTION: Loving, se-
cure couple hopes to 
adopt a baby. Expens-
es paid. Denise and 
Nick, 1-800-818-5250.
 
For Sale-Buildings
WESTERN STAR POST 
FRAME BUILDINGS - 
20x24x8- $5,549.00, 
24x32x10- $7,546.00, 
30x40x12- $10,767.00, 
32x48x14- $13,246.00. 
Complete material pack-
ages with instructions. 
Experienced and in-

sured crews available. 
1-800-658-5565.
 

Health/medical
MALE ENHANCE-
MENT  MED ICAL 
PUMP. Gain 1-3 inch-
es permanently! FDA 
licensed for erectile 
dysfunction. 30-day 
risk free trial. Free bro-
chure: call (619) 294-
7777, www.DrJoelKa-
plan.com.
 

Help Wanted
GENERAL MANAG-
ER: Commercial web 
press/mailing oper-
ation, southeastern 
South Dakota, salary 
negotiable with ben-
efits. Send resume to 
Box J, Parkston, SD 
57366. Closing date 
November 23, 2016.
 
QUALITY TRANS -
PORTATION is hiring 
CDL-A Drivers. Loca-
tions in Nevada. MUST 
BE WILLING TO RELO-
CATE.  Call 775-635-
2443 or www.qtinv.net 
for application.
 

Notice
WHAT’S YOUR GOV-
ERNMENT UP TO? 

Find out for yourself! 
Review public notices 
printed in all of Wy-
oming’s newspapers! 
Visit www.wyopublic-
notices.com  or www.
publicnoticeads.com/
wy.
 

Professional 
Services

HAVE SOMETHING 
TO SELL? WANT TO 
ANNOUNCE YOUR 
SPECIAL  EVENT? 
Reach over 361,000 
Wyoming people with 
a single classified ad 
when it is placed in 
WYCAN (Wyoming 
Classified Ad Net -
work). Only $135 for 
25 words. Contact this 
newspaper for details.

Self-Help
HELPING HANDS 
FOUNDATION OF 
WESTON COUNTY. 
App l ica t ions  are 
now available for 
help. Please contact  
Glenna at (307)  
468-2316.

NA 
OPEN DISCUSSION 
MEETINGS Wednes-
day & Saturday 7 
p.m. - 8 p.m. Sun-
day Women only 
Life Recovery 7:15 
p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Cam-
bria Baptist Church 
basement. 

AL-ANON 
(Help for family & 
friends of alcohol -
ics) meets every Mon-
day night at 7 p.m.  
Mondell.

VETERANS OUT-
REACH & Advoca-
cy Program (Wyo.
Dept. of Health/
BHD). OEF/OIF vet-
e rans  e l ig ib i l i t y,  
(307) 630-3230.

TOPS ( Take Of f 
Pounds Sensib ly ) 
Meeting every Thurs-
day  morning at the 
Weston County Se-
nior Center. Con-
tact Ellen Butts, 746-
4251. Meeting on 
Tuesday  at 4 p.m. 
at First United Meth-
odist Church upstairs. 
Contact Joyce Brown  
746-3696.

January 12, 2017

Color 
Copies 

50¢ each
746-2777

14 W. Main • Newcastle

Email: 
classifieds@newslj.com

Full Time Mechanic
Benefits Offered: Medical, 401K
Responsibilites: Manage shop repairing trucks, trailers, and 
construction equipment,(dozers,backhoes, blades, scraper, etc.) 
Qualifications: 1 year mechanical experience requires.

Full Time Truck Driver
Benefits Offered: Medical, 401K
Responsibilities: Safely operate a heavy or tractor-trailer truck, 
load and unload cargo, properly track and document activity log, 
report any issues or incidents, inspect truck before and after trip.
Qualifications: Previous experience in truck driving or other 
related fields, commercial driver's license, ability to handle 
physical workload, strong work ethic.

Barker Concrete & Construction, Inc
Edgemont, SD (605) 662-7760

1) Model # 101 Carolina $40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 303 Little Rock   $38,525…BALANCE OWED $15,000
3) Model # 403 Augusta $42,450…BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
• Make any plan design changes you desire!
• Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 

Construction Manual
• Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
• NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY! BBB

A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING FINAL RELEASE
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

Flash Drives
14 W. Main St. • 746-2777

Banners
Posters

Magnets
Signs

Stamps
Business Cards

Postcards
Letterheads
Envelopes

Promote
Yourself

We can help you 
create a custom look 

to promote your 
business or event.

307-746-2777 • 14 W. Main St.



Sonja Karp
NLJ Sports Reporter

 
After nearly two months of 

practice, the 2016-2017 swim 
season finally got underway 
for the Dogies last weekend 
as the squad trekked over the 
mountain to Cody on Friday 
and then to Powell on Saturday 
for back-to-back invitational 
meets.

Mother Nature and a lack of 
numbers on area teams caused 
cancellations of meets prior 
to the Christmas break, and 
though the weather was still an 
issue as the new year began, 
teams showed up to make the 
2017 opening tournaments a 
go.

“Friday when we went to 
Cody, it was white the whole 
way,” head coach Doug 
Scribner laughed. “The land-
scape was very bland with only 
the snow covered trees pro-
viding any contrast.”

Despite the monotone land-
scape, the long trip turned out 
to be a positive start to the 
Dogies’ season.

“Cody was a pretty good 
meet with six teams in atten-
dance. We got to see Douglas 
and Cody, who are both in our 
conference, and we started out 
the season faster than we did 
last year,” Scribner noted.

Though the Dogies finished 
behind other teams in both 
meets over the course of the 
two days, Scribner was pleased 
to see many positives in his 
team’s first competitions of the 
year.

Over the weekend, sopho-
more Jacob Yeatman came out 
of the gate on a mission for the 
Dogies by qualifying for the 
State Meet in the 50 Free with 
a 4A qualifying time of 24.48 
seconds, the 100 Backstroke 
in a 3A time of 1:06.63 and 
the 200 IM with a 2:33.48 
which also fell under the 3A 
qualifying mark.

“Jacob had a good 
weekend,” Scribner exclaimed.

“He is a fast sprinter and I’m 
trying to steer him into back-
stroke. Of the strokes, I think 
that is his next strongest after 
freestyle. Though the breast 
stroke is his least favorite, he 
tried IM this weekend and he 
qualified,” he laughed.

The multi-talented 
Yeatman is strong in Freestyle, 
Backstroke and the Butterfly, 
and though Scribner is con-
fident he would also qualify 
in the Breaststroke, it is not 
an event he enjoys, so that 
will aid in making his decision 
regarding what events to work 
toward through the season.

Another highlight from the 
weekend was the performance 
of senior Flint Hossfeld, who 

is a relative newcomer to 
swimming. Having joined the 
squad for the first time mid-
season last year, hard work and 
dedication over the summer 
has elevated him to the posi-
tion of a contender in the 100 
Breaststroke this season.

“Flint is really close to 
qualifying in Breaststroke. 
He committed to achieving a 
goal, and starting this season 
he decided he was going to 
qualify in breaststroke, so he 
works on that a lot and he 
works really hard,” Scriber 
nodded.

The 3A qualifying time for 
the Breast stroke is 1:19 and 
Hossfeld swam a 1:20 in Cody. 
Unfortunately, a technique 
snafu got him, and he was 
disqualified in the race. 

“He did a really weird thing 
on one turn where he didn’t 
touch the wall so that DQ’d 
him from the race,” Scribner 
admitted. “I guess I didn’t even 
know it, but when he came up 
to the wall, didn’t touch it and 
just sort of turned his body”.

The good news was that 
he swam his race very fast 
and improved his 50 split time 
from the 200 Medley race at 
the beginning of the meet by 
two seconds, which gave both 
Scribner and Hossfeld great 
confidence moving forward 
that state qualification is within 
easy reach.

“I told Flint after the relay 
that for the individual event 
he’d have to be at least as fast 
as his 40 second relay split, 
and he went out in 38 in the 
100. I think endurance-wise 
he’s fine and he will qualify, 
but he just needs to make sure 
he is doing the turns correctly,” 
Scribner laughed.

While Yeatman and 
Hossfeld were the standout 
performances on the weekend, 
Scribner was encouraged 
by what the rest of his team 
showed as well.

“Everyone swam well and 
I really saw a lot of carry-
over from last year,” he began. 
“Once we got in and were com-
peting, I could really see the 
guys swimming competitively 
and they are excited about 
going out and racing!”

“It’s really fun to watch 
them and you can tell they 
are racing because you know 
one length they might not be 
looking at the guy next to 
them, but when they see him 
you can see them really start 
to race— and they do it with 
intensity and get out ahead,” 
he added.

Given the squad had to 
power through a long two 
months without a competi-
tion, Scribner admitted that 
his team’s performance on 

Saturday in Powell showed 
some fatigue. However, after 
finally tasting some compe-
tition he was confident they 
would soon remedy that issue.

“Christmas break really hurt 
us, with guys being gone on 
vacation and not practicing for 
a week and a half,” he began. 
“However, it won’t take long 
for them to get their endurance 
back.”

The Dogies will be back 
in action this Saturday as 
they head to Douglas for an 
invitational there. Scribner 
anticipates having the oppor-
tunity to see conference foe 
Rawlins for the first time at 
the Converse County meet, 
as well as rematching against 
other conference teams from 
last weekend.
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Elementary School Carnival
Face Painting • Fishing Pond • Duck Pond • 

Dice • Just Dance • Ping Pong Cup • Bingo • 
Cake Walk • Bean Bag Toss • Basketball Shoot

Tickets are 25¢ a piece

Thursday,

Jan. 12
5:30 - 7 p.m.

Sold individually or in bundles 
for $5, $10 and $20

Weston County School District #1 • wcsd1.org

NatioNal MeNtoriNg MoNth

With a mentor, at-risk youth are

Mentoring is a critical piece of the puzzle in young 
people’s lives, empowering them to 
make smart choices that put them 
on the path to making better 
life decisions.
We would like to thank all those 
that help ensure that each young 
person in our community has a 
caring adult in their life offering 
real life guidance and helping 
them reach their full potential.

DOGIE HERD
Guy and Gigi Fullerton

Randy and Cindy Pearson
Rod and Dawn Rushton

Wagoner Well Service LLC
Bullseye Promotions
Hurricane Services

DOGIE PRIDE
Allen Friesen

Massage Cottage
Marv and Debb Proctor
State Farm Insurance

Treasured Floral
Wayne and Charlotte Daigh

Wesco Gas

DOGIE SUPPORTER
Antler’s Restaurant & Lounge

Brian and Kara Sweet
Chris and Raimee Kenny
Dan and Vicki Keierleber
Gary and Brenda Clarke
Todd and Sally Hoover

DOGIE PATRON
Cami Clarke

Janet Hutchinson
Mike Hutchinson

Newcastle Country Club
Nicholas Wempen

Tony and Denice Pisciotti

Black Hills Dental
Black Hills Exploration

Chick Financial
Cleaning Unlimited

CLT Flooring & Furnishings
Decker’s Market

First State Bank
Newcastle Motors

News Letter Journal
North Platte Physical Therapy

Outlaw Motors
Pinnacle Bank

Pizza Barn
RT Communications

Salt Creek Veterinary Clinic
Wayback Burger / 4 Way Gas N Go

Woody’s Food Center
Wyoming Refining Company

DOGIE DOMINATION

Call a board member to join these fine sponsors 
and give your support to all things Dogie!

Board Members
Joe Corley — 941-1270

Kim Conzelman — 941-1851
Scott Johnson — 629-2551
Amy Hoffman — 941-0316

Tammy Testerman — (308) 249-3886

Swimming
Newcastle @ Cody Invite 1/6/17

1. Powell 461
2. Lander 414
3. Douglas 188

4. Riverton 122
5. Cody 109
6. Newcastle 72

200 Medley Relay 2:29.98
10 Dalton Parsons, Flint Hossfeld,
 Kyle Allard, Kaden Curren
200 Free
11 Zach Benshoof 2:47.82
12 Dalton Parsons 2:48.40
15 Garrett Merchen 2:51.74
50 Free
 2 Jacob Yeatman 24.48 4AQ
13 Flint Hossfeld 28.82
14 Kyle Allard  28.92
16 Austen Kenney 29.53
100 Butterfly
11 Kyle Allard 1:14
23 Kaden Curren 1:28.47
100 Free
23 Zach Benshoof 1:22.87
200 Free Relay 1:58.65
 7 Jacob Yeatman, Austen Kenney,
 Garrett Merchen, Zach Benshoof
100 Backstroke
 3 Jacob Yeatman 1:06.90 3AQ
10 Dalton Parsons 1:17.78
17 Kaden Curren 1:55.41
100 Breaststroke
DQ Flint Hossfeld
400 Free Relay A Team: 4:52.20
 7 Flint Hossfeld, Kyle Allard,
 Garrett Merchen, Jacob Yeatman
  B Team: 5:16.40
11 Kaden Curren, Zach Benshoof,
 Dalton Parsons, Austen Kenney

Gene Dozah Invitational
@ Powell 1/7/17

1. Lander 319.5
2. Powell 270
3. Sublette Cty 192
4. Worland 164
5. Douglas 153.5

6. Buffalo 77
7. Riverton 75
8. Cody 50
9. Newcastle 33

200 Medley Relay NT
DQ Jacob Yeatman, Garrett Merchen,
 Dalton Parsons, Zach Benshoof
200 Free
16 Flint Hossfeld 2:52.89
17 Kaden Curren 3:14.31
200 IM
 9 Jacob Yeatman 2:33.48 3AQ
20 Kyle Allard 3:13.12
50 Free
29 Austen Kenney 30.85
31 Garrett Merchen 31.87
100 Butterfly
15 Dalton Parsons 1:34.48
100 Free
15 Kyle Allard 1:06.32
22 Austen Kenney 1:12.47
23 Flint Hossfeld 1:13.02
500 Free
14 Zach Benshoof 7:42.26
200 Free Relay 2:10.14
14 Flint Hossfeld, Austen Kenney,
 Kaden Curren, Kyle Allard
100 Backstroke
 6 Jacob Yeatman 1:06.63 3AQ
16 Dalton Parsons 1:19.91
100 Breaststroke
23 Kaden Curren 2:04.62
DQ Zach Benshoof
DQ Garrett Merchen
400 Free Relay A Team: 4:49.01
12 Garrett Merchen, Jacob Yeatman,
 Dalton Parsons, Kyle Allard
  B Team: 5:15
15 Flint Hossfeld, Austen Kenney,
 Kaden Curren, Zach Benshoof

Better late
than never

Swimmers 
finally get 
a chance to 
compete

kind of situation is never good in any sport,” McCoy sighed. 
“It’s really a matter of finding a few things the guys can do and 
work on in practice to improve their confidence to go out in the 
match to try it and pull it off.”

The squad is using this week of practice to prepare for a 
busy weekend, which includes the Dogie Invitational on Friday 
and the Blazer Duals Tournament in Torrington on Saturday. 
McCoy expects 13 teams to come to Newcastle for the one day 
tournament and is excited about the level of competition his 
squad should see.

“We added the Sheridan JV, who are bringing a full line-up, 
so any varsity wrestler who needs matches will have that option. 
Gillette, Sturgis, and Rapid City Central are also coming, so 
we have some good teams coming in. We are always trying 
to improve the quality of the tournament as it’s our one home 
tourney. We want to make it as good as we can and show our 
stuff in front of the home crowd,” the coach reasoned.

On Saturday, McCoy expects his squad to dual at least five 
other teams, which will give them even more valuable mat time.

“We added the Torrington Duals because we missed out on 
the opportunity to attend the Battle of the Big Horns, so it’ll 
be great for our guys to get in those extra matches.” McCoy 
concluded.

Wrestling from page 9 ...........................................................................

Wrestling
106 Reid Holmes W by Fall :24
113 Trayton Dawson W by Decision 7-1
120 Jacob Rhoades W by Fall 2:41
126 Aaron Fullerton W by Forfeit
132 Alan Baker W by Forfeit
145 Gavin Durfee W by Fall 8:02
152 Wyatt Corley W by Fall 1:22
160 Conagher Testerman L by Fall 5:24
170 James Moberly W by Fall 4:28
182 Ike Fischer L by Fall 3:23
195 Teigen Marchant W by Fall 1:42
285 Bryce Womack W by Forfeit

Newcastle/Upton @ Lusk 1/3/17: 57-18

Varsity Individual Results:
106 Reid Holmes 5th Place 5-3
113 Trayton Dawson 6th Place 4-3
126 Aaron Fullerton DNP 2-2
132 Alan Baker DNP 3-2
138 Zach Schuessler DNP 2-2
152 Wyatt Corley 6th Place 4-3
160 James Moberly DNP 3-2
182 Teigen Marchant 6th Place 3-3
285 Bryce Womack 5th Place 6-2
JV Individual Results:
83-92 Jory McFarland 5th Place 0-4
132-134 Gavin Durfee 2nd Place 4-1
151-154 Conagher Testerman 3rd Place 4-1
174-184 Ike Fischer 8th Place 0-5

Shane Shatto Memorial Invite @ Douglas 
1/6-7/17

Team Results: 12th Place
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